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Afternoon,  July  8,  1733. 


DE  UT.  xxxn.  46, 

.  ;o.      •  ::L  ;  m    :nT: 


unto  tbcm9l$et  your  Hearts 
all  the  Words*  which  J-t*ftify  among  you  this 
Day.?  isbicb  ye  foall  command  your  Children 
to  obferve  to  do,  all  tbe  Words  of  this  Law. 
for  it  is/not  a  vain  T^birtg  for  ypu  ;  .facaiife  it 
is  your  Life,  and  through  this  Thing  yefiall 
prolong  your  Days  in  the  Land  whither  ye 
go  over  Jordan  to  pofcfs1  ite 

»;':  n:iffi  -jjni  >'.«  nuadftr  A\  i\s.:\\i  . 

TKE.SE  Words  contaia  the  laft  Ex~ 
hortatipn,    which    Mofes,    the   great 
Founder  of  the  Jevcijh  State,    gave 
his  Countryrtien,    on  the  very  Day  wherein 
he  had  Notice  of  his  approaching  Death.    He 
had  freed  them,  with  infinite  Danger  to  him- 
felf,  from  Egyptian  Tyranny,  and  the  worfe 
Bcndige  of   Idolatry    and    Superftition  :    he 
had   received    for    them,    from   God's   own 
Mouth,  fuch  Laws  of  Life,  as  in  their  Cir- 
cumftances  were  mod  conducive  to  Virtue  and 
Happinefs  :  thefe  he  had  delivered  to  his  Peo- 
B  pie, 
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pie,  eftablifhed  on  the  fureft  Foundation  of  Re- 
gird;  affectionate  Reverence  to  the  Object  of  all 
Duty,  and  Author  of  all  Good  :  he  had  la- 
boured, with  infinite  Patience,  through  a  long 
Courfe  of  Years,  to  cultivate  in  them  this  im- 
portant Principle  of  religious  Obedience  :  and 
now,  drawing  near  to  the  Clofe  of  a  Life  ipent 
in  their  Service,  he  recommends  it  again ;  firft, 
with  all  the  Force  of  a  moft  perfuafive  Elo- 
quence ;  and  afterwards  by  every  Charm,  that 
Poetry  itfelf  could  add;  fetting  Happinefs  and 
Mifery  before  them,  in  an  Ode  of  divine  Subli- 
mity and  Spirit,  which  they  are  commanded 
by  Heaven  to  learn  themfelves,  and  teach  their 
Pofterity.  This  therefore  he  communicates 
in  a  folemn  Manner  to  the  whole  Congrega- 
tion, as  the  Conclusion  of  all  his  Cares  for 
them ;  and  then  takes  his  final  Leave  in  the 
Exhortation  of  the  Text,  confirming  once 
more  at  his  Death  the  Importance  of  thofe  Pre- 
cepts, which  he  had  been  giving  them  through 
his  whole  Life.  Set  your  Hearts,  &c. 

Their  own  Obfervance  of  God's  Law  was 
fecuring  the  Felicity  of  one  Generation  only  : 
but  educating  their  Children  in  Religion  and 
Virtue,  this  was  perpetuating  Blemngs  to  each 
Part  of  the  Society  and  to  the  whole  :  biting 
Profperity  and  Peace,  in  the  good  Land  they 
were  going  to  poiTefs ;  and  in  that  better  Coun- 
try *,  of  which  it  was  an  Emblem,  Life  for 
evermore  -\. 

*  Heb.  xi.  16.  f  Pf-  cxxxiii.  4. 

2  The 
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The  Words  afford  then  a  juft  Occafion  for 
fpeaking, 

I.  Of  the  Advantages  of  right  Education  ; 
and, 

II.  The  Duty  of  endeavouring,  that  thefc 
Advantages  may  be  obtained. 

I.  The  Advantages,  and  indeed  Neceffity, 
of  right  Education. 

Other  Creatures  arrive,  without  their  own 
Care,  at  the  Iraall  Perfection,  of  which  they  are 
capable,  and  there  itop:  but  the  whole  of  Man's 
Exiitence,  that  appeari,  is  a  State  of  Difci- 
pline  and  ProgreiTion.  Youth  is  his  Prepara- 
tion for  maturer  Years  :  this  whole  Life,  for 
another  to  come.  Nature  gives  the  Abilities  to 
improve ;  but  the  actual  Improvement,  we  are 
to  have  the  Pleafure  and  the  Reward  of  giving 
ourfelves  and  one  another.  Some  Minds 
indeed,  as  ibme  Soils,  may  be  fruitful  without 
Cultivation ;  others,  barren  with  it ;  but  the 
general  Neceffity  is  the  fame  in  both  Cafes  ; 
and  in  both,  the  richeft,  and  moft  capable  of 
producing  good  Fruit,  will  be  over-run,  if  ne- 
glected, with  the  rankefl  and  word  Weeds. 

Now  the  only  univerfal  Precaution,    that 

can  be  in  this  Refpedt,  Chriftianity  hath  fur- 

niilied,    by  introducing  a  ftated  Method   of 

InftruSion,  unknown   before ;  which,  joined 

B  2  .  with 
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with  the  Parents  private  Care,  is,  to  the  Gene- 
rality of  Mankind,  fufficient  for  the  Purpofes 
of  intellectual  and  moral  Improvement.  .  But 
to  Perfdns  of  more  exteniive  Influence,  a  more 
particular  and  appropriated  Inftitution  is  ne- 
cefTary  -,  for  the  World's  Sake  as  well  as  their 
own.  This,  with  regard  to  the  Teachers  of  Re- 
ligion, Men  almoft  without  Exception  acknow- 
ledge :  but  too  commonly  forget  it  in  another 
Cafe,  of  no  lefs  Importance ;  theirs  I  mean, 
whofe  Authority  is  to  inforce  the  Laws  of 
Conduct,  and  whofe  Example  to ,  lead  the 
Way  in  Life.  Here  fometimes  a  wrong  Care, 
often  an  imperfect  one,  is  taken  by  the  fondefl 
Parents.  „  The  outward  Accomplishments  and 
Decencies  of  Behaviour  they  teach  them  with 
great  Exactnefs,  and  do. well  :  but  then,  with- 
out the  leaft  further  Proviiion,  fend  them 
abroad  unto  the  School  of  the  World,  there 
to  learn, what  they  can.  The  Confequence  is, 
what  mufl  naturally  be  expected :  Trifles  and 
Follies,  ever  readieft  at  hand,  and  beft  fuited 
to  the  unjudging  Mind,  get  firft  into  PoiTef- 
fion;  and,  in  many,  leave  Place  for  nothing 
elfe  to  enter.  Such,  unqualified  for  the 
valuable  Employments  of  Life,  mufl  lofe 
their  Days  in  the  low  Amufements  of  a 
falfe  and  effeminate  Politenefs ;  hoping  for 
no  higher  a  Character,  than  a  Set  of  Crea- 
tures, equally  contemptible,  can  give  one  ano- 
ther by  mutual  Admiration  ;  and  happy  after 
all,  if  they  chance  to  prefer ve  an  innocent 
Worthleflhefs. 

7  But 
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But  fuppofe  Room  left  for  fome  Attention  to 
Knowledge ;  not  even  the  Forms  of  decent 
Carriage,  though  obvious  Things,  are  fully 
learnt  without  regular  Application  :  what 
fort  of  Acquaintance  then  with  Science  muft 
that  be,  which  is  picked  up  occafionally  and 
by  Accident  ?  A  thorough  one  indeed  we  muft 
judge  it,  were  the  firft  Appearance  to  deter- 
mine us  •,  that  Air  of  Sufficiency,  with  which 
a  Perfon  thus  educated  for  the  moft  part  de- 
livers his  Sentiments.  But  if  we  examine,  as 
the  World  will,  what  is  under  this  Appear- 
ance to  fupport  it ;  then  a  Mind  is  difcovered, 
thoughtleffiy  perfuaded  of  its  own  Know- 
ledge, where  it  is  very  ignorant ;  and  affect- 
ing Knowledge,  even  though  it  is  confcious  of 
having  none  :  firfl  making  haftily  whatever 
Determination  is  fathionable,  about  Queftions 
half  underftood,  and  not  at  all  confidered,  be 
their  Importance  what  it  will ;  and  then  go- 
ing on  immediately  to  act  upon  this  Deter- 
mination, without  the  lead  Diffidence,  or  the 
lean:  Thought  what  the  Laws  of  human  Ac- 
tions are :  unmoved  by  Reafon,  and  fcorning 
it  >  but  changing  frequently  on  mere  Fancy, 
and  fluctuating  through  Life  without  Rule  or 
Guide,  from  the  forward  Extravagancies  of  a 
profligate  Youth,  to  the  End  of  an  early  and 
defpicable  old  Age. 

The  Benefits  of  Converfation  greatly  de- 
pend on  the  previous  Attainments,    both  of 
thofe,    who    are    fuppofed   to    communicate 
B  3  Knowledge, 
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Knowledge,  and  to  receive  it.  If  therefore 
Jnftru&bn  be  neglected,  Converfation  will 
grow  trifling  j  if  perverted,  dangerous.  Still 
Acquaintance  with  the  World,  however  cor- 
rupted, may  be  an  ufefui  Part  of  Education  5 
but  then  it  muft  be  the  laft.  It  gives  a  beau- 
tiful Polish  :  but  of  this  the  beft  prepared 
Mind  will  be  the  mod  fufceptible.  It  teaches 
many  Things  :  but  good  or  bad,  according  as 
the  Learner  is  qualified  to  diftinguim.  He, 
whom  improved  good  Senfe  hath  enabled  to 
obferve  upon  common  Practice,  will  extract 
Wifdom  and  Virtue  from  the  Vices  and  Follies 
of  Mankind.  But  fuch  as  are  ignorant,  and 
capable  only  of  imitating,  will  of  courfe  ad- 
mire the  worft  of  what  they  fee ;  and  be  the 
more  effectually  ruined,  the  more  they  aim 
to  be  accomplished.  It  is  therefore  a  merci- 
lefs  Thing,  to  throw  out  poor  Creatures,  un- 
principled in  what  is  right,  to  (hift  for  them- 
ielves  where  fo  much  Wrong  is  to  be  learnt. 

Regular  Cultivation  of  the  Underftanding 
then  is  what  good  Education  begins  with. 
The  earlieft  Branch  of  this,  Acquaintance  with 
ufefui  Languages,  unlocks  the  Treafures  of 
ancient  Learning,  and  makes  the  Improve- 
ments of  every  Age  and  Climate  our  own. 
Then  the  politer  Parts  of  Literature  moil 
agreeably  open  the  Faculties,  and  form  the 
Tafte  of  young  Perfons;  adorn  our  Difcourfe 
and  endear  our  Company,  in  riper  Years ; 
give  a  Grace  to  Wifdom  and  Virtue  -,  relieve 
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the  Fatigue  of  our  bufy  Hours,  and  elegantly 
rill  up  the  Leifure  of  our  vacant  ones.  At 
the  fame  time  the  Art  of  jull  Reafoning  op- 
portunely comes  in,  to  curb  the  Licence  of 
Imagination,  and  direct  its  Force ;  to  fix  the 
Foundations  of  Science ;  afcertain  the  Degrees 
•of  Probability,  and  unveil  fpecious  Error. 
With  this  Guide  we  proceed  fecurely.  Know- 
ledge of  Nature  opens  the  Univerfe  to  our 
View  j  enables  us  to  judge  worthily  of  the 
Constitution  of  Things ;  lecures  us  from  the 
Weakness  of  vulgar  Superflitions ;  arid  con- 
tributes, in  many  ways,  to  the  Health  and 
Security,  the  Convenience  and  Pleafure  of 
human  Life.  If  from  hence  we  go  on  to  fur- 
vey  Mankind ;  a  Contemplation  of  their  dif- 
ferent States  in  different  Ages,  and  efpecialty 
of  their  an.cient  Regulations  and  Laws,  the 
publick  Wifdom  of  brave  and  great  Nations, 
will  furnim  Variety  of  ufeful  Reflexions  to  the 
Mind  :  often  teaching  us  to  improve  our  own 
Condition,  often  to  be  happy  in  it. 

If  muft  be  obvious,  how  rational  an  Enter- 
tainment thefe  Things  are ;  and  how  ufefuf 
Materials  they  furnrm,  to  ripen  and  perfect 
that  Prudence  and  good  Senle,  which  not  only 
carries  us  through  the  Bufinefs  of  Life,  but 
gives  Rclifh  and  Stability  to  the  Pleafures  of 
it.  If  then  Knowledge  ought  to  be  attained, 
tlic-  Way  to  it  ought  to  be  made  ealy;  by  re- 
moving Difficulties,  cautioning  againft  Mif- 
taHcs,  and  leading  forwards  in  a  right  Method 
B  4 
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Above  all,  Application  ought  to  be  fecured, 
by  the  Authority  of  a  prudent  Instructor ;  and 
Emulation  excited,  by  a  Number  of  Fellow- 
learners. 

But  if  Education  flop  here,   it  hath  only 
given   Abilities  and  Powers,  the  Direction  of 
which   to  right  or  wrong  Purpofes  is  greatly 
uncertain  ftill.     He  that  knows  not  the  pro- 
per Ufe  of  his  own  Being  ;  what  is  Man  and 
whereto  Jerveth'  he,  what  is  bis  Good  and  -what 
is  bis  Evil*',    may   eafily   employ  his  other 
Knowledge  fo,  as  to  be  much  the  worfe  for 
it.     This   Inquiry  then  is  the  important  one. 
Various  Methods  of  conducting  Life  prefent 
themfelves  ;  contradictory  Inclinations  demand 
to  be  gratified:    the  Conflict  is  painful ;  the 
End  of  it  may  be  more  fo  :  which  Way  is 
right,  and  which  mall  we  take  ?  Now  there 
is  a  Science,   that   can  direct  us  here  :    can 
fhew  us  an  inward  Principle,  endued  with  na- 
tive Authority  to  govern  all  the  reft  >  Obedi- 
ence to  which  gives  a  fteady  Aim  and  Self- 
approbation   to   our  Conduct,  beftows  on  us 
-the  trueft  Satisfactions  of  Life,  and  delivers  us 
from  its  foreft   Evils.     Nor  are  Morals  only 
the  Source  of  private  Happinefs,  but  the  great 
Foundation  of  mutual  Security,  the  only  one 
of  Efteem  and  Friendship  amongft  Men.     A 
Perfon  of  true  Goodnefs,    though  otherwife 
.of  fmall  Accomplishments,  will  always  make 
an  amiable  Figure  in  Society,  and  be  a  valuable 
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Part  of  it :  whereas,  without  a  virtuous  Heart, 
the  fuperior  Abilities  of  the  great  Man  will 
cnly  render  him  a  more  exteniive  Mifchief; 
and  the  deceitful  Agreeablenefs  of  the  gay 
Man  qualify  him  to  miflead,  betray,  and  ruin, 
more  entirely,  thofe  with  whom  he  converfes. 
Thus  where-ever  Wickednefs  increafes,  will 
Mifery  increale  alfo ;  till  the  End  be  univerfal 
Confufion.  For  though  a  Conftitution,  fink- 
ing under  Vice,  may  preferve  for  fome  time 
the  florid  Look  of  Health;  yet  inward  Strength, 
and  lailing  Vigour,  are  what  nothing  but  Vir- 
tue, publick  and  private,  can  give  to  any  Peo- 
ple. This  is  that  true  Wifdom,  in  izhofe  right 
Hand  is  Length  of  Days-,  and  in  her  Left, 
"Riches  and  Honour  *. 

Now  the  Foundations  of  Virtue  are  indeed 
laid  by  Nature,  both  in  the  Reafon  and  Affec- 
tions of  Mankind,  though  fallen  :  but  Reafon 
is  fo  often  inattentive,  and  Affections  are  fo 
eafily  depraved,  that  without  further  Care, 
thofe  moral  Principles,  which  make  the  befl 
Part  of  our  inward  Frame,  will  in  moft  Men 
be  greatly  obfcured,  and  in  fome,  to  all  Ap- 
pearance, quite  effaced.  And,  were  even  thofe 
of  righter  Minds  left  each  to  form  their  private 
Syftem,  Tendernefs  for  their  own  Failings,  or 
Prejudice  for  thofe  of  the  World,  would  often 
lead  them  into  imperfect  Notions  and  wrong 
Practice.  One  indifpenfable  Branch  then  of 
liberal  Education  is  an  accurate  Institution  in 

*  Prov.  iii.  1 6. 
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this  important  Science  :  to  pull  off  the  Dif- 
guifes  which  Vice  affects  to  wear,  and  place 
the  Confequences  of  it  in  a  juft  Light ;  to  point 
out  the  lefs  obvious  Advantages  of  Virtue,  and 
fliew  its  Reflraints  to  end  in  real  Freedom  ;  to 
reprefent  the  ftri6l  Connexions  of  its  feveral 
Parts,  and  make  ilrong  the  Proof,  that  Know- 
ledge of  Wickednefs  is  not  Wij'dom  ;  neither  at 
any  time  the  Counfel  of  Sinners  Prudence  *. 

And  when  mould  the  Science  of  Life  be 
taught,  but  in  the  Beginning  of  Life  ;  before 
evil  Habits  are  added  to  original  Depravity  : 
whilft  the  natural  Regard  to  Truth  and  Right, 
the  only  inward  Reflraint  of  incautious  Youth, 
remains  comparatively  uncorrupt;  and  the 
Seeds  of  Sin  lie  yet  fomewhat  loole  on  the  Sur- 
face of  the  Mind  ;  much  harder  to  be  cleared 
away,  when  once  they  have  taken  Root,  and 
twifted  themfelves  flrongly  about  the  Heart. 
This  therefore  is  the  favourable  Opportunity, 
in  which  Authority  and  Reafon  muft  exert  at 
once  their  joint  Force.  For  Difcipline  without 
Inftruction  is  mere  Tyranny  :  and  Inftruction 
without  Difcipline,  little  better  than  ufelefs 
Talk.  Things  owned  to  be  fit  and  good  are 
neglected,  becaufe  difagreeable  \  Things  evi- 
dently hurtful  purfued  forprefentPleafure.  Here 
Authority  comes  in  to  the  Aid  of  Reafon  ;  in-* 
forces  virtuous  Application  ;  reflrains  vicious 
Indulgences;  tempers  the  Warmth  of  Youth; 
prepares  us  for  the  future  Subordinations  of 

*  Ecclus  xix.  ?2, 
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Life ;  conducts  us  fafe  through  the  unfeen 
Dangers  of  our  moft  dangerous  Time ;  and 
fhen  by  gentle  Degrees  withdraws  its  Influ- 
ence, as  the  Power  of  Self-government  grows 
up.  Where  Want  of  this  Care  leaves  young 
Perfons  too  foon  in  the  worft  of  Hands,  their 
own  :  it  is  dreadful  to  fee,  into  what  irretriev- 
able Mileries  they  plunge,  in  the  very  Begin- 
ning of  their  Courfe.  And  therefore,  the 
more  Liberty  they  are  afterwards  to  enjoy;  the 
more  prudent,  though  not  ftri&er,  Reftraint 
they  mould  be  under  at  firft ;  and  entered  by 
flow  Steps  into  the  World  at  large,  with  all 
poffible  Cautions  given  them  of  the  Hazards 
they  are  going  upon,  and  (God  knows)  have 
little  Reafon  to  be  eager  for. 

But  the  moft  ferious  Part  of  Education  is 
wanting  ftill :  the  Part  which  leads  us,  by 
the  Efteem  of  moral  Excellence,  to  honour 
and  love  that  Being,  in  whom  the  Perfection 
of  it  dwells  ;  and  extends  our  inward  Senfe  of 
Duty,  fuggefted  firft  by  the  low  and  {hort-lived 
Relations  between  us  and  our  Fellow-crea- 
tures, to  the  higheft  poffible  and  eternal  Object 
of  it,  the  Creator  and  Ruler  of  this  Univerfe. 
He,  by  whofe  Pleafure  we  are,  from  whofe 
Favour  all  that  we  enjoy  and  hope  for  comes, 
acccrding  to  whofe  Determination  our  whole 
Exiftence  {hall  be  happy  or  miserable,  is  not 
furely  one  with  whom  we  are  unconcerned. 
And,  however  a  bafeNature  may  value  itfelf  on 
the  impotent  Affectation  of  flighting  God; 

every 
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every  worthy  Mind  will  delight  to  exprefs  that 
Veneration,  and. pay  that  Obedience,  which 
are  due  to  Him,  who  is  the  Lord  of  all :  due  by 
every  flrongeft  Claim,  whether  unaiTifted  Rea- 
fon  difcover  the  general  Laws  of  his  moral 
Kingdom;  or  infinite  Wifdom,  the  beft  Judge 
of  our  Circumftances,  condefcend  to  adapt  to 
them  further  Obligations.  It  is  indeed  the 
Senfe  of  our  living  under  His  Government  and 
Care,  that  makes  our  Condition  of  Being  de- 
fireable.  Religion,  filling  the  Mind  with  that 
Object  which  it  naturally  feeks,  a  fovereign 
Protestor,  infinitely  wile  and  good,  effectually 
excludes  all  fuperftitious  Terrors  ;  and,  faf 
from  dcprefling  the  tendered  Spirit,  exalts  us 
into  every  Thought  and  every  Hope,  that  is 
great  and  noble.  Turbulence  of  Pallions,  and 
Obftinacy  of  Self-will,  thefe  are  the  Things, 
that  tear  and  weaken  the  Soul :  Reverence  of 
God,  by  awing  them  into  Compofure,  ilrength- 
ens  every  inward  Principle  that  ought  to  be 
flrong;  and  if  it  prunes  the  Luxuriances,  pro- 
motes by  fo  doing  the  Vigour  of  the  Mind. 
Religion  comprehends  at  once  every  Motive, 
both  of  Virtue  and  of  private  Intereft,  that 
can  either  dire<ft  or  fupport  the  Heart  in  every 
Part  of  Conduct ;  joins  in  perpetual  Union 
our  Duty  and  our  Happinefs ;  and  makes  the 
univerfal  Scheme  of  Things  confiftent,  beau- 
tiful, and  good. 

Surely  then,  Principles  of  fuch  a  Tendency 
pught  to  have  an  early  and  diligent  Cultivation 
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in  every  Breaft ;  but  theirs  efpecially,  whole 
Rank  or  Profefiion  will  make  it  of  the  moft. 
publick  Confequence,  They,  who  object: 
agaifift  this  Care,  asinftilling  Prejudices,  mould 
confider,  that  Virtue,  Honour,  Decency,  are 
Prejudices  juft  of  the  fame  Sort;  and  think 
what  would  follow,  were  Men  to  enter  upon 
Life  free  from  the  Bias  of  any  one  good  Qua- 
lity. But  in  Truth,  God  himfelf,  not  Man, 
hath.  plau:.:d  thefe  juft  PrepoiTeiTions  in  the 
Heart  :'a:id  all  that  Education  does,  is  to 
favour  their  Growth.  Religion,  and  the  Evi- 
dences for 'it,  may  indeed  be  unfairly  repre- 
fented  by  its  Teachers  :  and  what  Part  of 
Knowledge  may  not?  But  are  only  the  Teach- 
ers of  Religion  capable  of  mifreprefenting  it  ? 
Hath  not  every  vicious  Man  as  ftrong  a  Motive 
to  incline  him  againft  it,  as  even  thofe  main- 
tained by  it  have,  to  incline  them  in  its  Fa- 
vour ?  Hath  not  Fondnefs  of  Novelty,  and  Af- 
fectation of  fuperior  Senfe  and  Learning,  as  great 
Influence  on  ibme  Perfons,  as  Credulity  can 
have  on  ethers  ?  Do  we  not  everyDay  fee  Men 
determine  poiitively  againft  Religion,  who  arc 
known  never  once  to  have  thought  of  it  in 
earneft ;  and  attack  it  by  all  the  unfair  Arts 
in  the  World,  whilft  they  themfelves  are  de- 
claiming againft  fuch  Arts  ?  Do  we  not  fee 
them  even  triumph  in  the  Thought  of  its  be- 
ing falfe,  though  the  everlafting  Happinefs  of 
every  good  Man  depends  upon  its  Truth  ? 
And  are  thefe  the  worthy  Spirits,  to  whofe Tu- 
toring young  Perfotis  are  to  be  delivered  over 
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in  their  native  Ignorance,  for  Fear  of  Preju- 
dices ?  Or  is  it  not  on  all  Accounts  wife  and  fit, 
that  the  Mind,  whilft  untainted  with  evil 
Communication  or  Vice,  fliould  have  the  moft 
important  of  all  Truths  confirmed  to  it  by 
proper  Arguments  ;  and  be  formed  to  the 
right  and  happy  Temper,  of  chearful  Obedi- 
ence to  the  greateft  and  beft  of  Beings,  the 
Father  and  God  of  our  Lives  *. 

Since  therefore  Instruction  of  Youth  in 
Religion,  Virtue,  and  Knowledge,  appears  at- 
tended with  fo  many  Advantages ;  it  follows, 

II.  That  all  Perfons  concerned  mould  endea- 
vour, with  united  Care,  in  their  feveral  Sta- 
tions, that  thefe  Advantages  may  be  effectually 
obtained ;  efpecially  in  the  Places  dedicated  to 
that  Purpofe. 

The  publick  Care,  in  this  Refpect,  we  mud: 
ever  gratefully  own,  continued  through  a 
long  Succeflion  of  our  Princes;  and  flouriihing 
(till  in  its  Height,  under  the  Adminiflration  of  a 
King,  zealous  for  the  Happinefs  of  his  People, 
and  reiblute  to  maintain  all  the  Rights  of  all 
his  Subjects.  Next  to  whofe  alTured  and  ex- 
perienced Protection  we  cannot  but  gracioufly 
acknowledge  the  gracious  Munificence  of  his 
Royal  Confort;  therefore  bountiful  to  Reli- 
gion and  Learning,  becaufe  flie  moft  inti- 
mately knows  their  Value,  and  moft  affectio- 
nately efteems  them. 

*  Ecclus  xxiii.  4. 
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Secure  then  of  the  publick  Favour  to  what- 
ever is  connected  with  the  publick  Good  ;  we 
have  only  Their  Attention  to  follicit  who  are 
perfonally  interested :  Parents,  or  whoever 
fupply  their  Place ;  the  Conductors  of  Edu- 
cation ;  and,  the  young  Perfons  to  be  edu- 
cated. 

To  you,  who  are  Parents,  Nature  itfelf  hath 
given  a  tender  Concern  for  your  Childrens 
Welfare,  as  your  own  -,  and  reminds  you 
juftly,  that,  as  you  have  brought  them  into 
the  Dangers  of  Life,  your  Bufmefs  it  is  to  pro- 
vide, that  they  get  well  through  them.  Now 
the  only  Provifion  commonly  attended  to,  of 
Wealth  and  Honours,  can  never  produce  Hap- 
pinefs;  unlefs  the  Mind,  on  which  all  depends, 
be  taught  to  enjoy  them  properly.  Fortune, 
without  this,  will  but  lead  them  to  more  aban- 
doned Sallies  of  Extravagance  ;  and  Rank  ex- 
pofe  them  to  more  publick  Cenfure.  Educa- 
tion then  is  the  great  Care,  with  which  you  are 
entrufted;  fcarce  more  for  their  Sakes  than  your 
own.  You  may  be  negligent  of  your  Son's 
InftrucTion  :  but  it  is  on  you,  as  well  as  him- 
felf,  that  his  Ignorance  and  Contemptiblenefs 
will  bring  both  Reproach  and  Inconvenience. 
You  may  be  regardlefs  of  his  Morals  :  but  you 
may  be  the  Perfon,  who  will  at  lafl  the  moft 
feverely  feel  his  Want  of  them.  You  may  be 
indifferent  about  his  Religion  :  but  remember, 
Dutifulnefs  to  you  is  one  great  Precept  of  Re- 
ligion :  and  all  the  reft  promote  fuch  Habits, 
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as  you  may  bitterly  repent,  when  it  is  too  late, 
your  Omillion  to  cultivate  in  him;  and  live 
and  die  miferable  on  his  Account,  whom  time- 
ly Care  would  have  made  your  Joy  and  Ho- 
nour. 

Parents  therefore  mould  always  be  Friends 
to  Education,  and  to  Places  of  Education: 
mould  wifh  well  to  them ;  and  never,  with- 
out great  Reafon,  think  ill  of  them.  The 
Enemies  of  Religion  and  Virtue,  an  increaling 
Number,  will  of  courfe  be  Enemies  to  thofe 
who  teach  them ;  and  the  more  fo,  the  more 
carefully  they  teach  them.  The  Enemies  to 
either  Part  of  our  happy  Constitution,  will  look 
with  an  evil  Eye  on  EUablimments,  deilgned 
for  the  Support  of  both.  More  private  Mo- 
tives will  excite  injurious  Treatment  of  them 
from  fbme  Perfons.  And  even  thofe  of  better 
Meaning  may  be  engaged,  by  Misinformations 
and  Prejudices,  to  pals  harfh  Judgments  and 
fay  unfriendly  Things.  But  reafonable  Men 
will  always  diflinguiih,  by  what  Perfon,  on 
what  Grounds,  with  what  Temper  and  what 
Views,  difadvantagecus  Characters  are  given, 
or  Reports  raifed.  .They  will  alfo  coniider, 
that  the  unhappy  Divifions  of  this  Nation  can- 
not but  have  caufed,  on  all  Sides,  in  Length 
of  Time,  fome  Degree  of  wrong  Opinion  and 
wrong  Conduct  towards  one  another  \  mutual 
Jealoufies  and  Mifunderilandings  between 
thofe,  whofe  Interefts,  and  whofe  Intentions, 
were  in  general  the  fame  :  Differences,  which 

it 
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it  mufl  be  ruinous  to  heighten,  dangerous  to 
continue,  ufelefs  to  pafs  Judgment  in;  but 
moft  important  to  reconcile,  by  fuch  Conduct 
on  every  Hand,  as  may  give  no  Sufpicion  of 
ill  Defign,  but  all  Proofs  of  good.  Friendly 
Methods  will  not  fail  to  unite  the  Hearts  of 
Men  ;  and  make  them  fufceptible  of  mutual 
Advice  and  Improvement,  Affiftance  and  Be- 
nefit. Whoever  will  view  the  Seats  of  Learn- 
ing, with  thefe  Confiderations  prefent  to  his 
Mind,  will  judge  favourably  concerning  them; 
and  not  only  admire  the  pious  Bounty  of  our 
Ahceftors,  who  dedicated  thefe  delightful  Re- 
treats to  Knowledge  and  Virtue,  founded  thefe 
beautiful  Structures,  enriched  them  with  fuch 
amazing  Treafures  of  Literature,  and  provided 
fo  nobly  for  the  Accommodation  of  fit  Perfons 
to  enjoy  and  communicate  the  Inftruclion  of 
them  ;  but  be  thankful  for  the  many  and  great 
Bleffings,  which  they  have  conveyed  to  every 
Age,  and  will,  we  hope,  derive  to  lateft  Po- 
fterity. 

Ideas  of  Perfection  are  vifionary  Things  : 
but  look  into  Fa<5t,  and  where  will  thole, 
who  inveigh  againft  the  Education  of  our 
Univerfities,  recommend  a  more  improving 
one  ?  The  indulgent  Softnefs  of  the  Parents 
Family  is  apt,  at  beft,  to  give  young  Perfons 
a  moft  unhappy  ErTeminatenefs ;  the  Go- 
vernor, if  he  hath  Abilities,  hath  fcarce  ever 
Authority  to  inforce  Diligence;  Want  of  Ri- 
vals keeps  the  Mind  languid  >  and  upon  the 
C  whole, 
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whole,  feldom  any  Thing  confiderable  conic* 
out.  If  now  the  contrary  Method  be  taken, 
of  fending  them,  raw  and  uninftructed,  to 
vifit  foreign  Countries  j  what  Improvement 
will  Minds  unprepared  for  Improvement  make 
there  ?  As  to  Religion ;  the  Difufe  of  fre- 
quenting its  Exercifes,  and  the  daily  View  of 
its  Corruptions,  will  be  in  Danger  of  effacing 
all  regard  to  it.  With  refpecl:  to  Morals  •„ 
in  the  Midft  of  fo  great  Temptation,  fo  little 
Reftraint,  and  fo  general  bad  Example,  it 
mutt  be  a  high  Degree  of  Virtue,  that  can 
keep  itfelf  in  Countenance.  Then  for  fuch 
Opportunities  of  Instruction,  as 'different  Laws, 
Manners,  and  Cuftoms,  may  be  fuppofed  to 
give;  thefe  require  a  Mind  trained  up  before- 
hand to  Attention  and  Judgment.  On  all 
others  they  will  be  juft  as  likely  to  make 
wrong  Impreffions  as  right,  if  they  make  any  ; 
but  indeed  what  Impreffions  of  all  kinds  are 
ufually  made,  and  how  far  the  Improvements 
brought  home  anfwer  the  national  Expencc 
for  them,  lies  within  the  Compafs  of  daily 
Obfervation. 

If  then,  in  the  next  Place,  we  compare  at 
leaft  foreign  Univerfities  with  our  own  :  is 
their  Theology  worthier  of  God,  more  con- 
formable to  Reafon  and  primitive  Christianity ; 
is  their  Philofophy  jufler  and  more  folid,  lefs 
full  of  Imagination  and  Hypothefis ;  than  that 
of  our  great  Countrymen,  whofe  Names  I 
need  not  fuggeft  ?  Will  the  ornamental  Re- 
wards 
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wards  of  Learning  be  more  fitly  bellowed, 
where  no  Time  previous  to  the  Application 
for  them  is  required  ?  Will  Induflry  be  more 
univerfa!,  without  any  Infpeftion  over  it ;  Be- 
haviour more  regular,  without  any  Rule  fet 
to  it ;  than  where  young  Perfons  are  formed 
into  orderly  Societies,  diitinguiihed  by  proper 
Habits,  retrained  to  proper  Hours,  obliged 
to  proper  Studies,  and  watched  over  with  con- 
tinual Care  ?  Mifcarriages,  after  all,  will  hap- 
pen in  fuch  Numbers  of  fuch  an  Age.  But 
th«  general  good  Order  that  reigns  here,  to 
mod  Foreigners,  not  the  worft  Judges  in  this 
Cafe,  appears  incredible  when  related,  and 
very  furprifing  when  feen.  It  remains  only 
to  wifli,  what  there  never  was  more  Hope  of; 
that,  as  our  Univeriities  have  long  excelled  all 
others,  they  may  continually  improve  upon 
themfelves. 

But  ftill,  Parents  muft  not  expeft  their 
Childrens  Improvement  mould  be  great,  un- 
lefs  they  contribute  their  own  Share  to  it.  If 
Indolence  and  Luxury  be  taught  them  by  bad 
Example,  or  Prejudice  againft  every  thing 
ferious  and  praiie- worthy  by  bad  Converfa- 
tion,  before  they  come  hither ;  if  they  come 
with  little  or  no  Charge  given  about  Regulari- 
ty and  Application,  but  Licence  be  claimed 
for  them  in  Proportion  to  their  Quality ;  or 
if,  after  the  mere  Form  of  a  fhort  Confine- 
ment here,  they  are  let  immediately  loofe,  to 
wear  off"  by  Negligence  and  Prpfligatenefs  the 
C  2  few 
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few    flight  good    Impreffions    that   could   be 
made ;  what  room  hath  the  Parent  to  hope 
for   Improvement,    or  complain   if  none  be 
found  ? 

But  let  him  be  careful  in  his  own  Duty 
firfl ',  then  the  Perfons,  to  whom  he  commits 
his  Child  afterwards,  will  undertake  with 
fome  Comfort  an  Office,  laborious  and  im- 
portant at  all  Times ;  but  particularly  fo  in  an 
Age  of  uncommon  Corruption  :  when  the 
Expectations  of  good  Men  are  more  than  ever 
fixed  on  their  difcharging  this  Truft  well ; 
and  their  Failure  will  give  bad  ones  the  double 
Joy,  of  feeing  Wickednefs  flourish ,  and  ac- 
cufing  Them  for  it.  Complaints  indeed  of 
unjuft  Accufations  were  never  better  ground- 
ed :  but  Complaints  alone  will  do  little  Good  ; 
and  even  deferved  Returns  of  Bitternefs  may 
do  much  Harm.  The  only  Remedy  is,  that 
by  'welldoing  we  put  to  Silence*  the  Unreafon- 
ablenefs  of  ill  Perfons,  and  fecure  the  Protec- 
tion of  thofe  who  mean  well. 

The  Educator  of  Youth  therefore  will  firft 
perfect  himfelf  in  each  needful  Qualification, 
and  then  apply  to  forming  others.  In  every 
Science  he  will  join  the  Difcoveries  of  later 
Times  with  fuch  Inftruftion,  as  may  render 
the  Learning  of  former  Ages  intelligible ;  and 
prudently  diredt  the  more  particular  Attention 
of  each  Perfon  to  fuch  Things,  as  may  chief- 
ly relate  to  their  future  Part  in  Life. 

*  i  P'et.  ii.  ic. 
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The  Foundations  of  Religion  he  will  lay  deep 
and  ftrong  :  recommending  the  great  Articles 
of  it,  not  to  the  PaiBons  of  thole  under  his 
Care,  by  Warmth  and  Vehemence  ;  but  to 
their  Reafon  and  Faith,  by  juft  Explications 
and  concluiive  Arguments  :  neither  loading 
Revelation  with  unauthorifed  Doctrines  and 
needlefs  Difficulties  j  nor  yielding  up  the  leaft 
real  Part  of  it,  to  defend  the  reft;  nor  altering 
the  leaft,  to  give  it  a  more  plaulible  Appearance. 
A  dilputing  and  cavilling  Temper  he  will  en- 
deavour to  reprefs  ,-  but  will  treat  with  all 
Tendernefs  the  Doubts  of  an  ingenuous  Mind ; 
and  ever  encourage  that  facred  Regard  to 
Truth,  which  makes  Men  worthy  of  Efteem, 
even  whilft  they  err,  and  is  the  great  Security 
of  their  returning  into  the  right  Way.  He 
will  take  fit  Opportunity  of  (hewing,  how 
clofely  a  due  Regard  to  the  Teachers  of  Re- 
ligion and  Virtue  is  connected  with  the  Prac- 
tice of  both.  But  the  Perfons,  whcfe  Em- 
ployment teaching  them  is  to  be,  he  will  ftudi- 
oufly  warn,  that  the  only  way  of  fecuring  this 
Regard  is,  by  ufeful  and  exemplary  Lives; 
prudent  and  inofFenfive  Conduct ;  and  fo  hear- 
ty a  Friendmip  to  all  juft  and  reasonable  Li- 
berty, as  may  give  them  unfufpected  Autho- 
rity to  oppofe  the  diflolute  Licentioulnefs,  that 
in  vain  aiiiimes  its  Name. 

To  Civil  Government  he  will  confcientioufly 

teach    that   dutiful   Obedience   and    Honour, 

which  ChriftianLty  requires  all  Subjects  to  pay  ; 
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and  which  the  happieft  Subje&s  in  the  World 
ought  to  pay  with  the  chearfulleft  Gratitude. 
He  will  difcourage  with  all  pofTible  Care,  the 
Rage  of  party  Zeal;  which  warm  and  unex- 
perienced Minds  too  often  miftake  for  publick 
Spirit.  Admitted  in  this  fair  Difguife,  it  puf- 
feries the  whole  Man  ;  tinctures  his  Way  of 
thinking  on  almoft  every  Subject ;  leads  him  to 
hate  and  injure  worthy  Perfons,  to  admire  and 
aflbciate  amongft  very  bad  ones  ;  with  whom 
this  immoral  Temper  {lands  in  the  ftead  of  all 
Merit,  whilft  indeed  it  hinders  the  acquiring 
of  any.  As  Life  goes  on,  thefe  Evils  increafe  : 
of  which  all  the  World  complain?,  but  un- 
happily indulges  them  at  the  fame  time  ;  in- 
ftead  of  each  curbing,  on  his  own  Side,  the 
Eagernefs  and  Keennefs  of  fo  malevolent  a 
Principle.  Young  Perfons  mould  therefore  be 
reminded,  that  the  Seats  of  Learning  are  pur- 
pofely  fecreted  from  the  bufy  Scenes  of  Life ; 
that  the  Time  for  engaging  in  thofe  will  come 
but  too  foon :  and  mean  while  the  generous 
Ardor  of  Youth  mould  be  exerted  in  making 
the  Preparation  of  ufeful  Knowledge  and  vir- 
tuous Habits  ;  but  ever  tempered  with  fuch 
Mildnefs  and  Diffidence  concerning  Matters, 
of  which  they  need  not  judge  yet,  as  they  will 
every  Day  fee  more  neceffary  in  order  to  judge 
and  adt  right. 

This  is  indeed  one  Part  of  Morals :  and  on 
every  other  Part  the  Director  of  Education  will 
have  an  attentive  Eye.  Even  the  Sallies  of  a 

well- 


A  Sermon  preached  on  Act -Sunday.     23 

well-meant  Fervor  he  will  prudently  moderate, 
when  they  give  Religion  a  gloomy  Appear- 
ance, or  add  to  it  a  needlefs  Burden.  But 
much  more  ftriclly  will  he  guard  againft  the 
oppo&te  Extreme  of  Libertiniim  and  Profane- 
nefs :  labouring  to  keep  up,  not  only  an 
outward  Form  of  Regularity,  but  a  ferious  Awe 
of  God,  and  Senfe  of  Duty,  in  every  Mind  ; 
watching  over  each  Tendency  to  Vice ;  and 
confidering  wilful  Neglect  of  Application,  as  a 
dangerous  Kind  of  Guilt.  In  order  to  this 
great  End  of  preferving  Morals,  he  will  pre- 
ferve  and  countenance,  as  far  as  it  remains 
poffible,  that  Temperance  of  living,  Simplicity 
of  Appearance,  and  Frugality  of  Expence, 
which  are  ufually  brought  hither,  and  lb  pe- 
culiarly fuit  this  Inllitution  ;  which  keep  the 
Mind  in  fit  Temper  for  the  Exercife  of  its 
Faculties,  and  defend  if  from  the  Corruptions 
of  Luxury  and  Vanity ;  lay  the  Foundations 
of  Health  and  Prudence  in  Men  for  the  reft 
of  their  Days,  and  prepare  them  to  be  virtuous 
and  ealy  in  whatever  Stations  may  prove  thejr 
Share. 

It  remains  only  now,  that  the  Perfon,  of 
whom  all  this  Care  is  taken,  fliould  know 
and  improve  his  own  Happinefs.  Too  many 
there  are,  that  fet  out  upon  the  important 
Journey  of  Life,  without  a  ikilful,  or  perhaps  a 
friendly  Hand,  to  conduct  them  through  the 
Difficulties  of  the  untried  and  hazardous  Way. 
Theie  are  greatly  excufeable  in  their  Faults, 
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and  pitiable  in  their  Miferies.  But  of  you 
God  and  Man  will  expert  Attainments,  that 
may  bear  Proportion  to  the  Advantages,  with 
which  you  are  blefled.  Nature  engages  your 
Parents ;  Duty,  Honour,  and  Intereft,  your 
Inftructors,  to  confult  your  Welfare  :  which 
they  defire  as  much  as  yourfelves,  and  under- 
hand better.  Reftrain  therefore  and  apply 
yourfelves  as  they  direct ;  though  you  not  only 
feel  it  painful,  but  fee  it  not  yet  beneficial : 
and  trull  thofe,  who  have  all  imaginable  Claim 
to  be  trufted,  that,  by  quick  Degrees,  the 
Pain  will  wear  off,  and  the  Benefit  be  evident. 

Their  Province,  who  are  devoted  to  the 
Service  of  Religion,  will  be  to  appear,  perhaps 
after  a  very  fiort  Preparation,  in  an  Age 
ftrongly  prejudiced  againft  them  and  their 
Function  :  fure  Objects,  without  Merit,  of 
Contempt  and  Hatred ;  but,  with  it,  capable 
ftill  of  being  efteemed  and  ufeful.  This  Situa- 
tion, you  fee,  requires  in  the  firft  Place,  that 
you  carefully  acquaint  yourfelves  with  the 
Proofs,  the  Doctrines  and  Precepts  of  the 
Gofpel  Revelation.  Fear  not  therefore  mak- 
ing free  Inquiry  into  every  Thing.  Others 
inquire  with  bad  Intention  :  if  you  do  it  not 
with  good,  you  will  want  true  Learning,  to 
oppofe  againft  the  falfe  and  half-Learning  of 
Unbelievers.  Only  begin  not  your  Inquiry,  till 
you  are  qualified  :  and  end  it  not,  till  you  have 
confidered  Matters  throughly.  Young  Minds, 
and  often  the  moft  generous  of  them,  are  apt 
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to  purfue  Truth  with  an  Impatience,  that 
occafions  their  miffing  it.  Nothing  ought 
ever  to  {land  againft  full  Evidence,  well  weigh- 
ed :  but  many  Things  may  induce  thofe,  who 
have  yet  had  little  Time  for  Thought,  to 
think  again,  and  be  diffident  in  the  mean 
while.  For  not  only  the  World  too  common- 
ly imputes  to  a  Man,  all  his  Life,  the  indi- 
gefted  Notions  of  his  early  Years ;  but  Per- 
fons  lift  themielves  by  potitive  Talk,  and  then 
cannot  retreat.  With  this  Caution,  and  with 
due  Method,  Diligence  will  go  far  in  acquir- 
ing Knowledge.  But  Knowledge  is  only  one 
Part  of  what  muft  be  attended  to.  The  un- 
guarded Conduct,  even  of  Perfons  younger 
Days,  will  be  treafured  up  in  many  a  malici- 
ous Memory  to  their  future  Difadvantage  : 
and,  though  an  Affectation  of  untimely  Gra- 
vity fits  ill,  yet  Innocence  and  Piety  are  the 
Duties  of  every  Age.  They  efpecially,  whofe 
ProfeiTion  will  make  a  ftricter  Abftinence  from 
doubtful  and  imprudent  Pleafures  expected  of 
them  hereafter,  will  find  it  much  the  fafeft 
and  eafieft  to  begin  now  j  and,  by  an  uniform 
Life,  grow  regularly  up  into  that  Efteem, 
which  their  Deftination  will  require. 

And  though  neither  the  fame  Diligence  of 
Application,  nor  fuch  Accuracy  of  Conduct, 
may  appear  neceflary  in  thofe  of  higher  Rank ; 
yet  an  improved  Under/landing  muft  be  an 
Advantage,  and  the  Want  of  it  a  Blemifh,  pro- 
portionally confpicuous,  as  the  Station,  in 
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which  either  appears,    is  publick  :    and   the 
Choice,  how  Life  {hall   be  fpent,  is   always 
important  in  the  fame  Degree,  as  the  Perlbns 
are    who  make    it.     Such   therefore,    of  all 
others,  mould  not  take  it  haftily  for  granted, 
that  an  immoral  Courfe  is  right.     To  begin 
with  Virtue,  at  lead  till  fair  Inquiry  rejects  it, 
is  evidently   the  fafe  Part.     No  one  ever  bit- 
terly condemned  himfelf,  that  he  had  fpent  his 
younger  Years  foberly  :  many  have,  that  they 
did  not.     Then,  fome  Degrees  of  Vice  are 
owned  to  produce   Mifery  :    and   every  Vice 
leads  on  to  worfe  Degrees  of  itfelf,  and  Variety 
of  others.     Or,  though  a  vicious  Perfon  could 
depend  on  fuffering  no  prefent  Harm ;  yet  he 
cannot  fail  of  doing  a  great  deal :  and  a  Man 
would  not  choofe,  that  the  chief  Traces,  which 
he  leaves  behind  him,  to  mark  out  his  PafTage 
through  Life,  mould  be  fo  many  Injuries  done 
his  Fellow-creatures.     At  leaft  no  one  would 
venture  upon  this,  till  he  were  fure  there  is  no 
fuperior  Infpector  of  his  Conduct.     Now  there 
cannot  be  Certainty  againft  Religion  :  and  there 
are  fuch  Evidences  for  it,  as  muft  require  more 
than  a  few  flight  Cavils,  or  bold  Jefts,  to  over- 
turn them.      A  careful  Examination  then  it 
j,uftly  demands.     And  if  upon  fuch  Examina- 
tion it  prove  true,  as  undoubtedly  it  will ;  re- 
member it  is  a  moft  ferious  Truth,  in  which 
the  foremoft  of  Mankind  is  equally  concerned 
with  the  meaneft.     Therefore  in  a  Cafe  of 
fuch  Moment,  let  no  falfe  Shame,  nor  favou- 
rite Paffion  prevail  over  you  j  but  give  your 
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Hearts  early  to  the  Lord  that  made  you  *.  Lay 
the  Foundation  of  your  Lives  here,  on  the  firm 
Ground  of  Chriftian  Faith ;  and  build  upon  it 
whatever  is  juft  and  good,  worthy  and  noble, 
till  the  Structure  be  complete  in  moral  Beauty. 
The  World,  into  which  you  are  entering,  lies 
in  wait  with  Variety  of  Temptations.  LTnfa- 
vourable  Sentiments  of  Religion  will  foon  be 
fuggefted  to  you ;  and  all  the  Snares  of  Luxury, 
falfe  Honour,  and  Intereft,  fpread  in  your  Way ; 
which  with  moft  of  your  Rank  are  too  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  to  many  fatal.  Happy  the  few, 
that  in  any  Part  of  Life  become  fenfible  of 
their  Errors  j  and,  with  painful  Refolution, 
tread  back  the  wrong  Steps,  which  they  have 
taken  !  But  happiefl  of  Men  is  he,  who,  by 
an  even  Courfe  of  right  Conduct,  from  the 
firft,  as  far  as  human  Frailty  permits,  hath  at 
once  avoided  the  Miieries  of  Sin,  the  Sorrows 
of  Repentance,  and  the  Difficulties  of  Virtue  -, 
who  not  only  can  think  of  his  prefent  State 
with  Compofure,  but  reflect  on  his  part  Be- 
haviour with  thankful  Approbation,  and  look 
forwards  with  unmixed  Joy  to  that  important 
future  Hour,  when  he  (hall  appear  before  God, 
and  humbly  offer  to  him  a  whole  Life  fpent  in 
his  Service ! 

•  Ecclus  xxxix.  5; 
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SERMON     II. 

Preached  in  the  Parifh  Church  of  St. 
James i  Weftminjler^  January  30, 
1733-4- 

ISA.  xxvi.  9. 

— When  tby  'Judgments  are  in  the  Earth,  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  World  will  learn  Rights- 
oufnefs. 

THE  gracious  and  wife  Creator  of  this 
Univerfe  continually  upholds  it  by  the 
Word  of  his  Power  * :  and  governs  each  Part 
of  it  fuitably  to  its  Nature.  The  Motions  of 
the  inanimate  World  proceed  intirely  from 
him.  The  Aclions  of  intelligent  Beings  are 
indeed  their  own.  But,  as  God  forefees  from 
Eternity  what  every  Agent,  in  every  poflible 
Situation,  will  do  or  intend;  he  muft  be  able 
to  influence,  direct,  and  temper  their  Con- 
duel,  by  many  Ways  that  are  conceivable,  and 
doubtlefs  by  many  more  j  fo  as  not  only  to 
affift  and  protect  Perfons  in  doing  what  is  law- 
ful and  right  -f-j  but  alfo  to  make  even  the 
word  of  Wretches,  in  the  worft  of  their 
Crimes,  undefigning  Inftruments  of  his  righte- 
ous Purpofes.  And  it  being  evidently  as  wor- 

f  Heb.  i.  3,          f  Ezek.  xviii.  27. 
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thy  of  him,  as  it  is  eafy  for  him,  to  ad  thus; 
the  Reafon  of  Mankind  hath  ever  difpofed 
them  to  believe,  what  Revelation  hath  fully 
confirmed,  that  a  never  failing  Providence  or- 
dereth  all  Things,  both  in  Heaven  and  Earth  *. 
Whatever  befalls  us  therefore,  profperous  or 
adverfe,  being  what  our  Maker  judges  and  de- 
termines to  be,  on  one  Account  or  another,  fit 
and  proper ;  Events  of  both  Sorts  may  juftly 
be  called  bis  Judgments.  But  as,  through  the 
Wickednefs  of  the  World,  he  hath  much  often- 
er  Occafion  to  decree  Punimments,  than  Re- 
wards :  this  Name  generally  denotes  the  feverer 
Exercifes  of  his  Power;  the  Sufferings,  that  he 
inflicts  on  Men  ;  or,  in  other  Words,  that 
they  bring  upon  themfelves.  For  the  ftrong 
Connexion,  which  we  experience,  of  our 
Follies  and  Sins  with  Diflrefs  and  Mifery,  is 
one  Thing,  that  proceeds  from  the  juft  Judg- 
ment of  God  ;  from  that  Order  and  Courfe  of 
Things,  which  he  hath  eftablifhed. 

Amidft  the  vaft  Variety  of  providential 
Difpenfations,  fome  are,  to  human  Faculties, 
unfathomable  Depths.  WTe  can  only  fee  in 
them  the  awful  Exertion  of  his  Authority,  who 
is  Lord  of  all ;  and  learn  the  important  LefTon, 
of  humbling  ourfelves  before  him,  and  fub- 
mitting  meekly  to  his  Will ;  in  firm  Expecta- 
tion, that  whatever  may  look  diforderly  and 
wrong  at  prefent,  will  prove  in  due  Time  to 
be  wifefl  and  beft.  Other  Things  there  are, 

*  Colled  for  the  Eighth  Sunday  after  Trinity. 

capable 


30  'A  Sermon  preached  on  Jan.  30. 
capable  of  affording  further  Instruction  :  con- 
cerning which,  however,  it  is  eafy  for  parti- 
ality, or  Inattention,  to  make  dangerous  Mil- 
takes.  For  the  fame  Events  being  often  per- 
mitted to  befall  very  different  Perfons,  for  as 
different  Ends  ;  whoever  will  judge  according 
to  the  firft  Appearance,  will  be  far  from  judg- 
ing righteous  judgment  *. 

But  {till  Multitudes  of  Occurrences  remain, 
which  convey  fuch  obvious  and  clear  Informa- 
tions and  Warnings,  that  Providence  mud  in- 
tend we  mould  apply  them  to  our  own  Bene- 
fit. For  God  doth  not  punifh  merely  for  the 
Sake  of  Punifhment.  Even  his  Severities  are 
the  Effects  of  Goodnefs  :  and  always  directed 
to  the  Advantage,  either'  of  thofe  who  feel 
them,  or  at  leaft  of  others ;  that  they  may 
hear  and  fear,  and  do  no  more  Wickednefs  -J-. 
Looking  back  on  the  Tranfadtions  of  paft 
Ages,  without  a  moral  Intention  in  doing  it, 
is  only  gratifying  an  ufelefs  Curioiity  ;  or  ac- 
quiring Knowledge,  full  as  likely  to  be  ill 
ufed,  as  well.  But  it  is  a  mod:  ferious  and 
profitable  Employment,  humbly  to  trace  the 
Footfteps  of  infinite  Wifdom,  in  the  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  Creation,  of  the  World  •>  and 
think  over  the  various  Scenes,  and  wonderful 
Viciffitudes,  of  mortal  Affairs  ;  in  order  to 
learn  a  true  Senie  of  our  Condition  here, 
and  right  Notions  of  behaving  in  it.  Ail 
that  have  ever  happened  to  Men, 

*  Jahn  vii.  24.        f  Deiu.  xiit.  u, 
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have  happened  to  them  for  Enf ample*  :  and  they 
are  written  for  our  Admonition ',  upon  10 horn  the 
Ends  of  the  World  are  come  *.  And  furely  an 
awful  Admonition  it  is,  to  have,  as  it  were, 
the  Hiftory  of  our  Species  lying  open  before 
us ;  and  the  whole  Experience  of  Man,  iince 
Man  hath  been,  teaching  and  teftifying  to  us, 
what  a  dreadful  Train  of  Evils,  perlbnal,  do- 
meftick,  and  national,  every  Tranfgreflion  of 
the  Laws  of  Life  is  capable  of  drawing  after  it. 
Now  as  fome  of  thele  Fafls  gradually  fink 
down  into  the  Abyfs  of  Time,  and  difappear; 
the  Wickednefs  of  every  Generation  is  railing 
up  others  in  their  room ;  which,  by  the  Ad- 
vantage* of  their  Nearnefs,  we  may  obferve 
more  diftinftly  ;  and  receive  deeper  Imprefiions 
from  them,  becaufe  of  the  clofer  Relation, 
which  they  bear  to  us. 

Amongft  thefe,  the  dreadful  Deed  of  this 
Day,  and  the  Calamities  which  preceded  and 
followed  it,  let  before  our  Eyes  a  moft  pecu- 
liarly infhudtive  Example  of  divine  Judgments, 
brought  down  by  a  iinful  People  on  their  own 
Heads :  concerning  which,  we  may  juftly  fay, 
in  the  Words  of  the  Prophet  Daniel ':  that 
under  the  whole  Heaven  hath  not  been  done, 
as  hath  been  done  upon  Jerufalem  -)-.  To  go 
through  the  Detail  of  fo  lafting  and  compli- 
cated a  Mifery,  is  no  more  poffible,  than  it 
would  be  proper,  in  a  Difcourle  of  this  kind  : 
,'fhe  Bufmefs  of  which  is,  neither  to  difpute 

•  J  Cor.  x.  1 1 .  f  Dan.  i*.  1,2. 
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upon  the  doubtful  Parts  of  the  Hiftory,  nor 
to  amufe  the  Hearer  with  the  Particulars  of 
what  is  moil  undoubted  :  but  to  build  religi- 
ous and  moral  Conclusions  on  thofe  general 
Facts,  which  every  one  muft  admit,  and  will 
eafily  recollect,  on  this  mournful  Subject.  We 
all  know,  the  Tragedy  began  with  the  too  jufl 
Occafion,  unhappily  given  on  each  Side,  for 
Complaints  and  Fears.  It  proceeded,  on  the 
Side  of  the  Difaffected,  to  the  unjuftifiable 
Remedies,  firft  of  Sedition,  then  of  open  Re- 
bellion ,  doubly  unjuftifiable,  as  the  Grievances 
alledged  were  already  redrefled  :  and  it  con- 
cluded, after  the  many  Diftreffes  of  a  Civil 
War  undergone  for  feveral  Years,  in  the  Mur- 
der of  the  King,  and  the  total  Ruin  of  the 
Conftitution  :  to  which,  after  trying  in  vain 
every  way  to  fave  it,  and  making  fuch  Con- 
ceffions  for  that  End,  as  the  better  and  greater 
Part  even  of  his  Adverfaries  voted  to  be  fuffi- 
cient,  he  died  at  lafl  a  willing  and  a  patient 
Martyr. 

Thefe  are  the  principal  Points,  from  which 
we  are  now  to  draw  proper  Ufes.  Paffion 
and  Prejudice  may  eafily  fuggeft  very  improper 
ones  :  and  this  Day  become  by  fuch  Applica- 
tions of  Things  as  contending  Parties  are  too  apt 
to  make,  anlnftrument  of  perpetuating  thofe 
Animolities,  againft  which  it  ought  to  caution 
us  for  ever.  To  cenfure  with  Bitternefs  the 
Perfons  or  the  Proceedings  on  either  Side  now, 
when  all  that  were  concerned  on  both,  are 
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•gone  long  lince  to  anfwer  for  their  Sins  be- 
fore God,  is  neither  ufeful  nor  decent.  And  to 
afcribe  at  random  the  fame  Difpofi  tions  to  any 
cf  the  prefent  Generation,  is  both  uncharitable 
towards  Them,  and  prejudicial  to  the  Publick. 
What  lies  before  us  on  the  Occafion,  is  only, 
from  the  Errors  of  our  Anceftors,  to  inftrudt 
and  direct  ourfelves.  And  we  (hall  never  fee 
clearly,  either  what  thofe  Errors  were,  or  how 
we  are  are  to  guard  againil  them,  unlefs  we 
coniider  things  with  a  mild,  as  well  as  ferious, 
Temper  of  Mind.  This  will  teach  us,  even 
where  we  differ,  as  Men  muft  be  allowed  to 
differ,  in  judging  what  the  Ccndudl  of  others 
was  formerly,  and  how  far  it  was  right  or 
wrong,  to  agree  however  in  our  Determina- 
tion of  the  effential  Queftion,  what  our  own 
Conduct  ought  to  be  now.  Thus  we  {hall 
be  fure  to  avoid  all  hurtful  Concluiions,  and 
take  the  right  way  to  make  a  Variety  of  ufeful 
ones.  For  doubtlefs  every  Rank  of  Men 
amongfl  us,  both  in  Church  and  State,  from 
the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  may  learn  moft  im- 
portant Leffons  of  Right eoufne},  from  thofe 
Failures  of  their  Predeceffors,  and  thofe  enfuing 
Miferies,  which  we  lament  this  Day.  There 
was  no  one  Party,  or  Order  of  Men,  but  did 
wrong :  nor  almoSl  any  one  Thing,  in  which 
they  iinned,  but  they  fuffered  a  like  Return  for 
it.  And  it  (hould  be  our  Bullnefs  at  prefent, 
whatever  our  Station  is,  Eccleiiaftical  or  Civil, 
not  only  to  recoiled!:  the  Faults  in  others,  of 
which  thofe,  who  went  before  us,  complained  ; 
D  but 
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but  chiefly  thofe,  into  which  they  fell  them- 
felves.  For  thus  each  Part  of  the  Society, 
inftead  of  fuch  mutual  Imputations,  as  tend 
to  make  the  whole  uneafy,  would  be  led  to 
fuch  a  home  Amendment,  as  tends  to  make  it 
happy.  But  leaving,  and  recommending,  to 
every  Sort  of  Perfons,  the  Care  of  drawing  In- 
ferences, rightly  fuited  to  their  own  Cafes  in, 
particular ;  I  (hall  only  enlarge  on  the  general 
Directions,  which  fo  dreadful  a  Time  of  Sin, 
and  Suffering,  may  give  to  us  all  in  common. 

Now  the  great  comprehenfive  LefTon,  which 
God  intends  to  teach  by  every  Judgment,  is 
an  awful  Regard  to  himfelf,  as  the  moral  Go- 
vernor of  the  World  ;  and  a  faithful  Practice 
of  true  Religion.  But  here  fome  will  inftantly 
object :  were  not  the  Mifehiefs  of  thofe  Days 
chiefly  owing  to  Religion  :  many  of  the  Dif- 
putes  merely  of  a  religious  Nature  ;  and  all  of 
them  embittered  beyond  Meafure  by  a  Mix- 
ture of  religious  Animofities  ?  How  then  is  it 
recommended  to  us  from  hence  ?  A  little  pa- 
tient Attention  will  mew  you.  Real  Reli- 
gion, the  Love  of  God  our  common  Father, 
the  love  of  Him  whofe  peculiar  Precept  is  to 
love  one  another  *,  can  never  produce  Hatred 
and  Contention  upon  Earth.  It  is  the  ftrong- 
efl  Bond,  that  can  be,  of  Union  and  Peace  ; 
the  flricteft  Reftraint  of  every  injurious  Paffion  ; 
the  mcft  powerful  Incitement  to  every  bene- 
volent and  merciful  Deed.  It  is  the  only 

*  John  xiii.  34..     xv.  12,   17. 
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Foundation  of  Truft  and  Security,  amidft  all 
that  can  happen  around  us  ;  and  of  Tranquil- 
lity and  Joy  within  us.  But  Hypocrify,  Su-» 
perflition,  and  Enthufiafm,  though  extremely 
different  from  Religion,  are  often  miftaken 
for  it :  and  thefe  may  work  very  fatal  Effects 
under  its  Name  :  efpecially  when  Pretences  of 
extraordinary  Piety  and  Purity,  on  one  Side, 
are  made  peculiarly  plaufible  and  popular,  by 
the  Prevalence  of  Immorality  and  Profanenefs 
on  the  other ;  which  Enormities,  though  far 
from  univerfal,  were  too  common,  amongfl 
the  Friends  of  the  Royal  Caufe,  notwithftandr- 
ing  the  excellent  Example  of  the  King ;  whom 
even  his  Enemies  owned  to  be  fincerely  pious, 
and  ftriclly  virtuous,  But  then,  if  Religion 
jnay  be  counterfeited  or  perverted  to  bad  Pur-» 
pofes ;  fo  may  every  good  Thing  in  the  World  : 
Honour,  Friendship,  Loyalty,  publick  Spirit, 
Liberty  itfelf.  And  Things  of  an  indifferent 
Nature,  and  little  Ufe,  if  often  mifapplied,  it 
is  juil  and  prudent  to  abolifh.  But  Attempts 
againfl  the  Principles,  that  keep  Society  from 
Diflblution,  as  far  as  they  can  be  effectual,  muft 
be  pernicious.  And  amongft  thefe  Principles, 
God  hath  taken  efpecial  Care,  that  the  firft 
and  great  Law  of  our  Being,  the  Reverence 
due  to  himfelf,  mall  never  be  extirpated  out 
of  the  World  :  and  that  every  Effort  to  weak- 
en it,  fhall  be  clofe  followed  by  Confequences 
of  private  apd  publick  Mifery ;  which  wilj 
feverely  prove,  as  indeed  they  have  begun  to 
do  amongft  Us,  that  whatever  Men,  wife  in 
P  2, 
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their  own  Conceit  *,  may  think,  the  Fear  of 
the  Lord,  that  is  W if  dorr. ;  and  to  depart  from 
Evil,  is  Underjlanding  •}-. 

The  Thing  then  to  be  endeavoured  is,  not 
to  leflen,  but  increafe  the  Regard  to  true  Re- 
Jigion  :  only  diftinguifhing  it  carefully  from 
whatever  elfe  puts  on  its  Name.  Want  of, 
this  Care  produced  great  Errors  and  Evils,  in 
the  Days  of  which  I  am  fpeaking.  There 
was,  it  mud:  be  owned,  in  the  Friends  and 
Governors  of  the  Church,  an  over  warm  Zeal,, 
and  very  blameable  Stiffnefs  and  Seventy. 
But  there  was  alfo,  in  the  Enemies  of  the 
Church,  a  moft  provoking  Bitternefs  and  Per- 
verfenefs  :  with  a  wild  h'agernefs  for  Innova- 
tions, founded  on  ignorant  Prejudices,  which 
their  heated  Fancies  raifed  into  neceffary 
Truths  :  and  then,  looking  on  them  as  the 
Caufe  of  Chrift,  they  thought  themfelves 
bound  and  commifTioned  to  overturn  whatever 
was  contrary  to  them.  The  Enthufiafm  of  that 
Belief  gave  them  a  Spirit  and  a  Vehemence 
in  all  they  undertook ;  which  common  Men, 
acting  on  common  Motives,  could  hardly  be 
expected  to  withstand.  Their  Succefs,  in  its 
Turn,  inflamed  their  Imaginations  of  being  di- 
rected and  arTifted  from  above  :  and  they 
thought  themfelves  authorifed  by  this  higher 
Difpenfation,  to  tread  under  Foot,  without 
Scruple,  the  ordinary  Rules  of  Right  and 
Juftice. 

*  Rom.  xi.  25.  xii.  1 6.        f  Jobxxviii.  28, 
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Let  us  always  then  beware  of  all  fuch  Mif-r 
takes,  as  then  prevailed  on  either  Side.  Let 
us  never  be  vehement  either  for  or  againft 
Matters  of  Indifference  :  about  Matters  of 
Importance,  1st  us  be  earned  with  Mildnefs  : 
and  neither  deiire  to  fee  Authority  exercifed 
in  Religion,  to  the  Oppreffion  of  any  ones  Con- 
fcience;  nor  yet  to  fee  Liberty  introduce  Con- 
fuiion.  Let  us  coolly  confider,  of  which  Ex- 
treme we  are  moil  in  Danger,  and  oppofe  that ; 
whatever  Shape  or  Name  it  afTumes.  The 
Name  is  but  a  Circumftance  :  the  Thing  to 
be  dreaded  is,  the  Principle,  or  the  Practice, 
of  advancing  favourite  Notions  and  Schemes, 
by  Force  or  Fraud.  The  puritan  Zealots 
were  mockingly  guilty  of  that  Crime.  The 
Church  of  Rome  is,  if  poffible,  ftill  more 
ib  :  probably  not  a  little  concerned  in  bringing 
on  us  the  Evils  of  this  Day  :  certainly  a  de- 
termined Enemy,  ever  to  be  had  in  View, 
feared  and  guarded  againft.  But  then  the  ef- 
fectual Method  of  guarding  againft  Falfehood 
is  not,  by  oppofing  to  it  a  contrary  Falfehood, 
as  bad  or  worfe ,  and  fetting  up  Licentiouf- 
nefs  to  encounter  Bigotry.  This,  inftead  of 
curing,  is  multiplying  Evils ;  which,  oppofite 
as  they  feem,  will  thrive  together,  and  each 
affift  the  other's  Growth.  Nothing  can  fecure 
us  from  falfe  Religion,  but  true  :  nothing  give 
Happinefs,  private  or  publick,  but  that  feri- 
ous  Regard  to  God,  which  will  place  us  un- 
der his  fatherly  Protection  ;  and  fuch  rational 
Notions  of  the  Doctrines  and  Precepts  of  his 
D  3  boly 
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holy  Word,  as  will  direct  us  into  the  Practice 

(of  all  thofe  Duties,  which  we  owe  to  each 

other* 


The  fecohd  LefTon  of  Righteoufnefs,  which 
the  Judgments  of  Heaven  on  our  Forefathers 
plainly  teach  us,  is  paying  due  Obedience  to 
legal  Authority  ;  and  religiouily  abftaining 
from  the  fmallefl  Inftances  of  Difrefpect  to  it  j 
fince  we  find,  they  have  infenfibly  carried* 
even  well-meaning  and  wife  Men,  into  the  ut- 
moft  Lengths  of  wrong  and  imprudent  Behavi- 
our. All  the  Diforders,  of  which  this  Day 
reminds  us,  began  with  the  lower  Marks  of 
DifafTection  i  immoderate  Complaints,  in^ 
decent  Reflexions,  ill-natured  Interpretations, 
groundlefs  Sufpicions ;  iirft  thoughtleffly,  then 
defignedly,  fpread  abroad  ;  till  by  degrees  they 
took  fuch  Root,  that  nothing  was  too  bad  to 
be  believed,  nothing  good  enough  to  be  ap- 
proved. Difcontent  and  Clamour  foon  ripened 
into  Sedition  and  Tumult ;  after  which,  open 
Rebellion  and  general  Confufion  followed  of 
courfe.  Still  it  is  by  no  means  unlawful, 
either  to  reprefent  Grievances,  or  to  oppofe  ill 
Meafures.  On  the  contrary,  doing  thefe  Things 
preferves  a  Government ;  neglecting  them  leads 
to  its  Ruin  :  and  had  the  Means  of  doing  them 
been  freely  and  early  allowed,  and  honeftly 
ufed,  in  the  Times  we  are  now  confidering; 
probably  none  of  the  Mifchiefs,  that  followed, 
had  ever  been  known.  But  then,  Reprefen-* 
tations  muft  always  be  true,  decent,  needful, 
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feafonable.     And  Oppofition  fhould  never  be 
made,  but  after  impartial  Conlideration,  with 
evident   Neceffity,    by    peaceful    and    regular 
Methods,  by  prudent  and  cautious  Steps  ;  with 
.proper   Submiffion  to  all  that  are  fet  over  us; 
and  with  the  moll  facred  Regard  to  the  Sove- 
reign Power:  for  if  that  be  fhaken,  Experi- 
ence hath  mewn  us,  all  is  in  Danger.      Let 
us  therefore  only  remember,    that  whatever 
was  wicked  and  pernicious  formerly,  is  of  the 
fame  Nature  frill ;  and  it  will  prove  an  excellent 
Direction  to  our  Conduct.     From  hence  Per- 
fons  in  lower  Stations  will  learn,  not  to  dif- 
quiet  thernfelves  and  their  Neighbours,  to  ill 
Purpofe,  with  injudicious  Vehemence  concern- 
ing Things  out  of  their  Sphere  5  but  leave 
thofe    to   conduct    them,    whofe    Buiinefs  it 
is ;  thinking  charitably  of  them,  and  praying 
heartily  for  them.     Thofe  of  higher  Degree 
•will  be  induced,  to  proceed,  in  what  lies  be- 
fore them,  with  Temper  and  Confideratenefs, 
with  Equity  and  Candor ;  with  Care,  neither 
to  provoke  Refentment,  nor  excite  Jealoufy. 
And  we  mall  all,  of  every  Rank,  be  inftruci- 
ed,     to   acknowledge    thankfully    the    many 
Bleffings    that    we  enjoy,    beyond  what  our 
miferable  Anceftors  did  a  Century  ago  :  and  not 
only  to  bear  with  Chearfulnefs  the   neceflary, 
though  heavy,  Burthens,  that  have  been  laid 
on  us,  for  the  Safety  of  all,  which  can  juftly 
be  dear  to  us ;  but  fubmit  with  Patience  to 
whatever,  we  may  any  of  us  apprehend,  we 
faffer  more  than  we  need  :  feriouily  reflecting, 
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what  fatal  Effects  may  arife  from  a  different 
.Spirit.  For  in  the  Times  before  us,  when 
there  were  confeffedly  many  Grievances,  and 
fome  of  them  great  ones  ;  yet  how  inconfider- 
able  were  they,  when  compared  with  the 
Bloodmed  and  Devaflation,  the  Oppreffion 
andConfufion,  the  total  Deftruclion  of" Church 
and  State,  which  unwife  and  undutiful  At- 
tempts for  Redrefs  at  length  produced  !  Let 
not  Us  therefore  murmur,  as  fome  of  them 
murmured,  and  were  dcjlroycd  cf  the  De- 
jlroyer  *. 

A  third  Leffon,  which  this  Day  affords  us, 
is,  not  to  he  fond  of  Innovations,  either  in 
Civil  Matters,  or  Ecclefiaftical.  It  is  a  com- 
mon Weaknefs  of  Mankind,  to  overlook  the 
Advantages  of  their  Condition,  and  dwell 
only  on  its  Inconveniencies  and  Defects,  real 
or  imagined ;  till,  though  a  very  tolerable,  or 
perhaps,  on  the  whole,  a  very  good  one ;  it 
appears  to  them  worfe,  than  any  other,  into 
'which  they  can  fall.  Even  the  more  indolent 
therefore,  inilead  of  difcountenancing,  look 
favourably  on  Propofals  for  Change.  And 
the  more  enterprizing  rum  on  with  Eager- 
nefs  to  unhinge  and  overfet ;  never  once  re- 
flecting, whether  the  Project  be  not  either 
impoffible  to  be  accomplished,  or  not  worth 
the  Pains  ;  injurious  to  others,  or  likely  to 
prove  pernicious  to  themfelves  :  never  feri- 
oufly  coniidering,  what  they  have  to  fubfli-* 
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tute ;  whether  it  can  take  place,  and  laft  ; 
whether  it  will  be,  on  the  whole,  for  the  bet- 
ter or  the  worfe.  Thus  were  too  many  of 
our  PredecefTors  in  this  Nation  difpofed  :  ex- 
tremely miferable  under  a  Conftitution  of  Go- 
vernment, which  they  found  too  late  infepa- 
rable  from  their  Happinefs  :  and  fo  earneft 
to  reform  every  Part  of  it,  that  they  ruined 
the  Whole.  The  Projects  for  eftablifliing  per- 
feet  Liberty  in  the  State,  ended,  as  too  much 
Liberty  always  will,  in  ablblute  Tyranny : 
fucceffive  Tyrannies,  of  various  Shapes,  and 
Names  unheard  of,  difpoiTeiTing  each  other ; 
haraffing  the  Nation  with  continual  Uncer- 
tainties and  Alarms  j  exhaufting  it  with  daily 
Executions  and  Impofitions.  The  Schemes 
for  reftoring  an  imaginary  Purity  in  the 
Church,  unexpectedly  ran  to  fuch  Lengths, 
as  deftroyed  the  whole  Frame  of  it,  and  in- 
volved the  Crown  in  its  Fall.  No  other  Form 
of  Religion  could  be  fet  up,  inftead  of  that 
which  was  abolifhed.  Mens  Minds  were  held 
in  continual  Agitation,  by  the  wild  Zeal  of 
contending  Sects  :  teaching  Doctrines ;  fome, 
blafphemous  againft  God  ;  fome,  fubverlive  of 
all  Order  amongft  Men  ;  fome,  contrary  to  all 
Care  of  Virtue  and  good  Life :  and  every 
Thing  was  tolerated,  but  what  had  a  Right  to 
be  eftablifhed.  How  thefe  Things  would  have 
ended  :  whether  in  a  total  Contempt  of  Reli- 
gion, and  moral  Obligations  too  ;  or  whether, 
after  that  was  found  infupportable,  as  it  foon 
mufl,  the  Romijh  Superilition,  ever  vigilant 
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and  adtlve,  would  have  overfpread  the  Na- 
tion, wearied  out  with  Divifions,  and  glad  to 
embrace  any  Thing,  that  promifed  Unity  : 
this  God  hath  mercifully  hid  from  our  Know- 
ledge, by  bleffing  us,  in  the  Extremity  of  fuch 
Mifery,  with  its  only  Cure,  the  Reftoration 
of  our  ancient  Conftitution.  Let  us  efteem  it 
then  as  we  ought,  and  be  zealous  to  preferve 
it :  improve  it,  if  we  can  really  and  fafely : 
but  not  be  forward  to  pra&ife  upon  it  with- 
out Neceflity,  or  fome  very  valuable  End. 
Hoping  for  Perfection  in  any  thing  human, 
is  viiionary ;  murmuring  for  want  of  it  is  re- 
folving  never  to  be  happy  j  and  taking  irre- 
gular Methods  to  obtain  it,  is  the  fure  way  to 
be  wretched.  Some  Alterations  indeed,  from 
Time  to  Time,  the  Reafon  of  Things  and  the 
Changes  of  Circumftances  may  require.  But 
that  no  wanton  or  doubtful,  much  lefs  danger- 
ous Trials,  ought  to  be  made,  the  fatal  Ex- 
perience of  this  Day  fully  fhews. 

And  a  fourth  Direction,  which  it  gives  as 
plainly,  is,  to  beware  of  the  Spirit  of  Party. 
Nothing,  but  that,  could  have  blinded  and 
embittered  People  fo,  as  to  make  them  deftroy 
themfelves  and  the  Publick,  without  feeing  or 
feeling  it.  Few,  if  any,  at  firit,  had  the 
lead  Intention  of  what  they  afterwards  did  : 
very  probably,  had  it  been  foretold  them,  they 
would  have  abhorred  the  Thought.  But 
Perfons  cannot  even  guefs,  when  they  give 
themfelves  up  to  this  Kind  of  Zeal,  how  ilrong 
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it  may  grow  within  them ;  or  how  they  may 
be  entangled,  and  carried  on,  againft  theif 
Wills.  The  Beginning  of  Strife  is  as  ivhen  one 
letteth  out  Water  :  nobody  can  fay,  how  far 
it  may  overflow,  or  how  hard  it  may  be  to 
get  it  back  into  its  Channel,  and  repair  the 
Breach .  therefore  leave  off'  Contention,  before 
it  be  meddled  <witb  *,  and  by  mutual  Provoca- 
tion worked  up  into  a  Rage.  When  Party 
Refentments  and  Contefts  run  high,  the  gene- 
ral Good  is  no  longer  in  View  :  both  Sides  at- 
tend wholly  to  the  Advancement  of  their 
own  Power ;  deprefli  ng  their  Adverfaries ;  for- 
cing them  into  Meafures,  hurtful  to  the  Pub- 
lick  ;  the  worfe,  the  better ;  and  no  way  is 
left  untried  to  ruin  one  another,  till  the  Ruin  of 
the  whole  is  too  probable  a  Confequence.  But 
above  all,  in  Countries  bleft  with  Freedom, 
amidft  numberlefs  Advantages,  there  is  one 
peculiar  Danger ;  that  the  high  Spirit  which 
it  gives  Men,  and  the  full  Opportunities  which 
they  have  to  exert  that  Spirit,  may  produce 
Diffenfions  utterly  deftruclive,  not  only  of 
Peace  and  Comfort,  but,  in  the  End,  of  Free- 
dom itfelf.  Let  us  therefore  always  remem- 
ber St.  Paul's  Caution,  If  ye  bite  and  devour 
one  another,  take  Heed  that  ye  be  not  confumed 
one  of  another  -j- ;  and  behave  fuitably  to  St. 
Peter 's  Rule,  as  free,  yet  not  ujlng  our  Li- 
berty for  a  Cloak  of  Malicioufnefs,  but  as  the 
Servants  of  God  J.  •  ; 

*  Pfev.xvii.  14.        f  Gal.  v.  15.        $  i  Pet.  ii.  16. 
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Thefe  then  are  the  Inftrudtions,  which  the 
dreadful  Judgment,  this  Day  commemorated, 
affords  us :  to  fear  God,  honour  the  King* 
and  not  meddle  with  them  that  are  given  to 
change  *  >  but  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  Lives, 
in  all  Godlinefs  and  Honejly  f .  The  Tranf- 
greffion  of  thefe  Duties,  was,  by  the  natural 
Confequences  of  Things,  and  the  juft  Per- 
miflion  of  Heaven,  the  Caufe,  on  the  Peo- 
ples Part,  of  thofe  terrible  Calamities,  under 
which  our  Anceftors  groaned  fo  long ;  and 
were  made  to  learn  Right  eoufnefs,  not  as  we, . 
by  the  Experience  of  others,  but  by  heavy 
Sufferings  of  their  own.  To  thefe,  however, 
Ood  in  his  good  Time  gracioufly  put  an  End  : 
$nd  re-eftabli(hing  our  ancient  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, hath,  by  a  wonderful  Succeffion  of 
kind  Providences,  preferved  it,  through  in-  ' 
numerable  Dangers,  from  abroad  and  at  home, 
to  this  Day.  Nor  perhaps,  with  all  the 
Faults  of  the  prefent  Age,  which  God  knows 
are  neither  few  nor  fmall  ones,  would  it  be 
eafy  for  us  to  fix  on  almoft  any  other  Time  or 
Country,  in  which  we  could,  with  Reafon, 
rather  have  made  it  our  Choice  to  live.  Let 
us  therefore  join  Gratitude  for  his  Mercies 
with  Fear  of  his  Judgments ;  and  be  moved 
by  both,  to  Piety  and  Virtue,  publick  and 
private.  He  hath  given  us  great  and  frequent. 
Proofs  of  his  Readinefs  to  fave  and  protedt  us; 
together  with  fome  few,  moil  deferved  In-, 
iiances,  of  Difpleafure  and  Punifhment :  thus 

*  Prov.  xxiv.  21.  f  i  Tim.  ii.  2. 
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placing  before  our  Eyes,  and  leaving  to  our 
Choice,  the  Happinefs  of  a  religious,  loyal 
and  moral  People,  or  the  Miferies  of  a  pro- 
fane, rebellious,  and  wicked  one.  Now  there- 
fore,  to  conclude  in  the  Words  of  the  Pro- 
phet Samuel,  If  ye  will  fear  the  Lord,  and 
ferve  him,  and  obey  his  Voice  -,  then  Jhall  both 
ye,  and  the  King  that  relgneth  over  you,  con- 
tinue, following  the  Lord  your  God.  But  if  ye 
'will  not  obey  the  Voice  of  the  Lord,  but  rebel 
againjl  his  Commandment ;  then  Jkall  the  Hand 
of  the  Lord  be  again/I  you,  as  it  was  agairifl 
your  Fathers  *. 

*  iSanj.  xii.  13,  14,  15, 
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James  ^  Weftminfter^  November  27, 
1737,  being  the  Sunday  after  the 
Death  of  her  Majefty  the  late  Queer; 
Caroline. 

ECCLES.  vn.  4. 

Heart  of  the  Wife  Is  in   the  Houfe  of 
Mourning. 


Providence  of  God  is  one  great  In-» 
JL  ftrument,  which  he  ufes  for  our  In- 
ftrudion  :  and  every  Difpenfation  of  it  is  fitted 
to  convey  very  ufeful  Admonitions  to  Perfons 
of  attentive  Minds.  But  the  mournful  Events 
of  Things  have  a  peculiar  Force  to  excite  Re- 
collection and  fertous  Thought  :  to  place  our 
Condition  here,  in  a  juft  and  flrong  Light 
before  our  Eyes  >  to  awaken  Sentiments  with- 
in us,  of  Piety  and  Refignation,  Humanity  and 
Companion  ;  and  prompt  us  to  make  thefe 
the  Rule  of  our  Conduct.  So  long  as  nothing 
alarms  us,  we  grow  too  commonly  negligent 
and  inconfiderate  ;  forget  our  Dangers,  forget 
our  Mercies  ;  give  up  our  Hearts  to  every 
PafTion  that  feizes  on  them  ,  and  thus  are  of-» 
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ten  led  to  do  great  Harm,  both  to  others  and 
ourfelves.  But  when  the  Judgments  of  God 
are  in  the  Earth,  then  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
World  learn  Right  eoufnejs  *.  When  the  Voice 
of  the  Lord  crieth  unto  the  City,  Hear  ye  the 
Rod,  and  'who  hath  appointed  it  -f  ;  then  the 
Ears  of  them,  that  hear,  fiall  hearken  -,  the 
Heart  alfo  of  the  Rafi  flail  underfland  Know- 
ledge J.  But  of  all  the  Strokes  of  God's  Hand, 
that  which  carries  the  greateft  Awe  with  it, 
is  Death ;  the  Sentence  of  the  Lord  ever  alt 
Flejh  || .  The  Sight  or  the  Thought  of  that 
important  Change,  frotti  the  Conftkfifion  of 
our  Nature,  makes  very  ftrong  Impreffions 
upon  us  :  and  the  longer  we  revolve  the  Subject 
in  our  Minds,  the  more  Reafon  we  find  to 
be  deeply  afFe&ed  by  it,  and  act  with  a  con- 
tinual View  to  it.  Nothing  therefore  would 
influence  us  more  effectually  to  apply  wr 
Hearts  unto  Wifdwn  §  ;  if  it  were  not  for  this 
one  Circumftance,  that  being  furrounded  with 
daily  Inftances  of  Mortality,  they  are  fami- 
liarized to  us  in  fuch  a  Manner  by  their  Fre- 
quency, that  though  in  Reafon  they  ought  to 
have  the  greater  Effect  upon  us  for  their 
Number,  yet  in  Fact  they  have  ufually  little 
or  none  j  unlefs  there  be  fomething,  either  in 
their  Nearnefs  to  us,  or  their  publick  Import^ 
ance,  to  diilinguim  them  from  common  Cafes, 
and  engage  a  more  interefting  Attention  to 
them.  We  mould  therefore  be  very  careful 

*  Ife.  xxwi.  9.  f  Mic.  vi.  9.  +  Ifa.  xxxii.  3,  4. 

jj  Ecclus  all.  3.        §  Pf.  xjc.  I*. 
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never  to  mifs  the  Opportunity  of  improving 
ourfelves  within,  by  due  Reflexions  on  fuch 
Deaths,  as  our  own  particular  Concern  in 
them,  or  the  general  one,  makes  confiderable  : 
but,  how  great  foever  our  Lofs  be  otherwife, 
reiblveto  gain  this  Advantage  not  withstanding, 
that  by  the  Sadnefs  of  the  Countenance  our 
Heart  fhall  become  better  *. 
c 

For  fo  valuable  a  Purpofe,  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  bear  with  all  the  Gloominefs  of  the 
Houfe  of  Mourning'y  to  place  ourfelves  volun- 
tarily in  it,  a  while,  and  return  thither  from 
Time  to  Time ;  deliver  ourfelves  up  to  fuch 
Meditations,  as  we  find  it  fitted  to  infpire ; 
and  dwell  upon  them  fomewhat  longer,  than 
the  firft  unavoidable  Impreffions  oblige  us. 
For  moft  ufeful  LelTons  will  the  Heart  of  the 
Wife  be  able  to  learn  there  ;  and  excellent 
Rules  of  Conduct,  with  refpect  to  him- 
felf,  to  the  Memory  of  thofe  who  are  deceafed, 
and  to  fuch  as  they  have  left  behind  them. 

I.  With  refpect  to  himfelf.  Death  is  the 
"End  of  all  Men,  and  the  Living  will  lay  it  to 
his  Heart  -j~.  It  is  becaufe  we  do  not  lay  it  to 
our  Hearts,  that  we  moft  of  us  go  on  juft  as 
if  we  imagined  there  was  to  be  no  End  at  all : 
and  though  we  do  not  indeed  fpeculatively 
think  fo,  yet  we  live  and  act  upon  that  Sup- 
pofition  :  and  our  knowing  it  to  be  a  falfe  one 
hath  no  Manner  of  Influence,  for  want  of  re- 

*  Ecdus  vii.  5.         t  Ecclef.  vii.  2. 
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fledting  upon  it  as  fuch.     Hence  \ve  indulge 
our  Souls  in  vehement  Defires,    and   fill  our 
Days  with  endlels  Projects  :  every  Point  gain- 
ed, opening  an  Inlet  for  more  to  be  aimed  at; 
every  Failure,   redoubling  our  Earneftnefs   to 
recover  our  loft  Ground  :  and  we  never  recol- 
lect,   how  Life  is  wafting  under  us  all  the 
while.     Even  to  the  Departure  of  others  be* 
fore   our  Eyes   we  attend,  only  as  an  Oppor- 
tunity of  framing  and  following  new  Schemes  : 
and  thus  the  Death  of  our  Fellow-creatures 
proves  an  Occafion  of  our  forgetting  the  more 
entirely,     that    we    mall    ever   die   ourielves. 
This  could  not  be,  would  we  but  ftop  a  lit- 
tle at  the  Houfe  of  Mourning  ;  and  make  the 
moft  obvious    of  all    Reflexions   there,    from 
contemplating  the  End  of  others,  how   very 
quickly  our  own  End  may  come,   and   how 
foon  it  muft.     Such  Thoughts  will  enliven 
our  Diligence  in  performing  our  Duty  here  : 
in  working,    while  it  is  Day,   the  Works  of 
him,  that  fent  us  *.     For  how   fuddenly  fo- 
ever  the  Night  may  overtake  us  thus  employ- 
ed }  blejjed  is  that  Servant  whom  bis  Lord, 
•when  he  comes,  Jhall  find  fo  doing  •}-.     But  the 
fame  Sort  of  Meditations  muft  furely  mode- 
rate, beyond  all  Things,  our  Warmth  in  every 
other    Purfuit  :    and    difpofe    us,    inftead    of 
plunging  inconfiderately  forwards,  till  in  the 
Midft   of  our  Buftle  we  crop  unexpectedly 
into  the  Grave ;  rather  to  fecure  the  prefent 
Time,  for  recollecting,  before  we  go  out   of 

*  Johnix.  4.  f  Matth.  xxiv.  4.6. 
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the  World,  what  our  Behaviour  hath  been  hi- 
therto in  it  :  that  fo  we  may  endeavour  to 
correct  our  Miftakes,  fupply  our  Omiffions, 
perfect  our  Faith  and  Repentance ;  and  through 
God's  Grace,  which  alone  can  enable  us,  form 
ourfelves  into  fuch  a  Temper  of  Mind,  that 
we  may  be  found  of  Him  in  Peace,  'without 
Spot  and  blamelefs  *. 

And  as  the  Thoughts  of  Death  are  excel- 
lently fitted  to  compofe  the  Vehemence  of  our 
other  Paffions,  fo  they  are  fitted   particularly 
to  check  that  very  finful  Kind  of  Vehemence, 
which  we  are  exceedingly  prone  to  exprefs,  one 
againfl  another.     Whoever  will  but  confider 
of  how  fhort  a  Duration  our  Exiflence  here  is, 
and  with  how  great  a  Number  of  unavoidable 
•Sufferings  it  is  filled,  will  be  thoroughly  con- 
vinced, that  there  is  no  manner  of  Need  for 
us    to  load  the  Jew  and  evil  Days  -j-  of  our 
Fellow-creatures  with  additional  UneaiinefTcs, 
but  great  Occafion  to  give  one  another  all  the 
Comfort  we   can;    and    live    as    friendly    as 
.pofiible,  whilfl  we  ftay  together,  with  thofe 
from  whom  we  are  to  part  fo  foon,  and  appear 
befoie  the   Father  of  all  5  who  will  treat  us, 
as  we  have  treated  our  Brethren. 

Another  Inflruction,  which  the  Heart  of 
the  Wife  will  learn  in  the  Houfe  of  Mourning, 
is,  never  to  flatter  himfelf  with  Expectations 
of  any  lading  Good  in  a  State  fo  uncertain  as 

*  2  Pet.  iii.  14.        f  Gen.  xlvii.  9. 
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this.  For  let  the  Profpect  appear  as  fair  as  it 
will ;  yet  befides  a  Multitude  of  other  Things 
to  deftroy  it,  every  (ingle  Inftance  df  Death 
reminds  us,  that  our  own  Lives  may  fail;  that 
their  Lives,  in  whom  our  Happinefs  is  placed, 
or  on  whom  our  Hopes  depend,  may  fail : 
and  even  thofe,  who  feem  to  (land  at  a  great 
Diftance  from  us,  may  overturn,  by  their 
Fall,  the  whole  Edifice,  which  our  forward 
Imagination  had  erected.  Undoubtedly  the 
Dreams,  which  Men  indulge,  *of  enjoying 
more  in  the  World  than  it  hath  to  beftow  on 
them,  are  mighty  pleating  ones  for  a  while. 
But  from  the  tirft  they  do  us  Harm  :  they  give 
us  a  different  Turn  of  Mind,  from  what  our 
Maker  intended  we  fhould  have  :  and  when  a 
Difappointment  comes  ;  then  lading  Wretch - 
ednefs  immediately  fucceeds  our  fliort-lived 
Felicity.  For,  whether  we  continue  in  a 
State  of  Dejedtion  ;  or  whether  we  repeat 
the  fame  Folly ;  expect  again,  and  are  again 
deceived  ;  either  way  we  are  miferable.  Or 
could  we  efcape  with  ever  fo  little  Uneafinef?, 
or  enjoy  in  this  Manner  ever  fo  much  Pieafure 
here ;  yet  fetting  our  Hearts  on  that,  as  our 
Portion,  and  feeking  our  Happinefs  where 
God  hath  not  placed  it,  can  never  end  well  for 
us.  And  therefore  we  mould  contemplate 
with  Care  every  Difpenfation  of  Providence, 
that  may  warn  us  againft  fo  fatal  a  Miftake  j 
and  hearken  diligently  to  that  Voice,  with 
which  God  hath  appointed  that  every  Thjng 
on  Earth  (hall  cry  aioud  to  us  :  Arifs  ye,  and 
E  2  depart: 
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depart :  for  this  is  not  your  Rejl  *.     So  far 
from  it  indeed,  fo  ablblutely  incapable  is  the 
prefent  World  of  giving  us  any  Security  for  any 
one  Enjoyment :     that  the    higheft   and   the 
loweft  Perfons  in  it  are  quite  upon  a  Level  in 
this  Refpeft;  equally  unable  to   proinife  the 
leaft  Thing  with  Certainty,  either  to  them- 
felves  or  to  others.     Whatever  is  human,  is 
alike  precarious  ;  and  our  only  fure   Depen- 
dence is  on  the  Power  that  made  us.     Put  not 
ywr   Trufl   in   Princes,  nor  in  any   Child  of 
Man  :  for   there  is  no  Help  in    them.     Their 
Breath goeth forth  ;  they  return  to  their  Earth: 
in    that    'very    Day    their    Thoughts    perijh. 
Ble/ed  is  he,  that  hath  the  God  of  Jacob  for 
bit  Help  \  whofe  Hope  is  in  the  Lord  his  God  : 
which  made  Heaven  and  Earthy  the    Sea   and 
all  that  is  therein  ;  'which  keepeth   Truth   for 
ever-\-.  A  World,  like  this,  cannot  be  the  Seat 
of  Happinefs.     Yet  our  gracious  Creator  and 
Father  certainly  deligned  us  to  be  happy.     And 
therefore,  the  lefs  Proviiion  he  hath  made  for 
it  here,  the  furer  we  may  be,  that  a  better 
State  remains  in  referve.     It  is  true,  indeed, 
we  are  all  Sinners :  and  from  our  own  Deierts 
could  have  little  Ground  of  Comfort  in  looking 
beyond  the  Grave.   But  we  have  it  abundantly 
from  the  AfTurance  of  Forgivenefs,  on  moil 
equitable  Terms,  in  Jefus  Chrift  ;  who   hath 
brought  Life  and  Immortality  to  Light  J,  and 
delivered  them  who  through  Fear   of  Death 

•  Mic.  ii.  10.        f  Pf-clxvi.  3—6.         J  2  Tim.  i.  10. 

were 


Death  of  £>vcen  Caroline.  53 

'were  all  their  Life-time  fubjeft  to  Bondage  *. 
Here  then  it  is,  that  the  Uncertainty  of  Life, 
and  every  Thing  in  it,  directs  us  to  fix  :  on  the 
firm  Foundation  of  Faith  in  the  Gofpel  of  our 
bleffed  Redeemer.  Secured,  by  Him,  of  fu- 
ture Blifs,  in  proportion  to  the  prefent  Afflic- 
tions, which  we  bear  as  we  ought,  we  mall 
pafs  through  them  all,  not  only  with  compofed, 
but  chearful  Refignation  :  the  more  fteadfailly 
we  iook  on  the  dark  Side  of  Objects,  the 
clearer  Light  will  arife  to  us  out  of  them;  and 
the  trueft  Conlblation  from  the  Houfe  of 
Mourning. 

You  fee  therefore,  what  Improvement  the 
Heart  of  the  Wife  may  receive  from  a  general 
Confideration  of  the  End  of  ail  Men.  But  the 
further  View,  of  the  different  Ends  of  diffe- 
rent Men,  is  a  Subject  of  yet  further  Advan- 
tage. The  Wicked  is  driven  away  in  bis  Wick- 
ednefs :  but  the  Righteous  hath  Hope  in  bis 
Death  -j~.  The  former  of  thefe  Reflexions  is 
.indeed  a  very  dreadful,  but  a  very  inftrudive 
one.  For  whether  we  fet  before  our  Eyes 
the  dying  Terrors  of  an  ill  Perfon,  whofe  Con- 
fcience  is  awakened  too  late  5  or  the  fatal  In- 
fenfibility  of  one  hardened  through  the  De- 
ceitfulncfs  of  Sin  J,  and  going  to  lie  down  in 
Sorrow  ||,  without  the  lead  Apprehenflon  of  it: 
no  Admonition  can  be  either  Wronger  or  more 
important,  than  that  which  both  thefe  Cafes 

*  Heb.  ii.  15,  f  Prov.  xiv.  32.  \  Heb.  Hi.  13. 
\  Ifa,  !.  ii. 
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naturally  convey.  But  the  Death  of  the 
Righteous  gives  Inftruftion  unattended  with 
Horror  :  and  the  Serioufnefs,  which  it  infpires, 
is  plealing  and  peaceful.  In  one  Way  indeed 
of  coniidering  Things,  the  Departure  of  gocd 
and  virtuous  Peribns  from  amongfi  Men  is 
Matter  of  moft  melancholy  Reflexion.  Their 
Number  is  very  fmall  :  and  their  Ufe  is  very 
great.  They  are  the  Salt  of  the  Earth  *,  that- 
preferve  Society  from  utter  Corruption  and 
Diffolution.  And  though  the  Generality  of 
the  World  hath  little  Regard  to  this ;  and  is 
much  more  apt  to  depreciate  the  Merit  of 
iuch,  than  to  think  of  the  Good  they  do,  or 
the  Evils  they  prevent ;  yet  the  Example  and 
Influence  of  but  a  few  of  them,  diftrjbuted 
amongft  the  reft  of  Mankind,  is  a  Thing  of 
much  Benefit  :  and  when  any  of  them  are 
qualified  vvith  eminent  Abilities,  and  placed 
by  Providence  in  Stations  of  Importance  ;  there 
are  Times,  when  their  Life  may  be  a  Blefiing 
of  incredible  Extent ;  and  their  Death  prove 
the  Means  of  opening  a  Breach,  for  unknown 
Mifchiefs  to  rnfli  in.  Help,  Lord :  for  the 
godly  Man  ceafetb:  'for  the  Faithful  fail  from 
among  'the.  Children  of  Men  -f%  The  Righteous 
fertjhetb,  and  no  Man  laycth  it  'to  Heart  :  and 
the  Merciful  are  taken  away  -,  none  confideringy 
that  the  Righteous  is  taken  away  from  the  Evil 
to  come  t.  Such  Reflexions,  as  thefe,  it  may 
perhaps  appear  Wifdom  rather  to  drive  from 
us,  than  invite  them  to  difquiet  us.  But  it  js 
*  j\lauh.  v.  13.  t  W-  *Ji-  I.  t  I(a  lv>ii-  '• 
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always  wife  to  think  of  whatever  it  is  poffible 
to  prevent :  and  a  Reformation  of  national 
Sins  is  the  plain  Method  to  prevent  the  com- 
ing of  national  Calamities  :  as  the  Reforma- 
tion of  ourfelves  is,  to  prevent  our  being  upon 
the  whole  the  worfe  for  them,  if  they  ihould 
come.  Whatever  human  Supports  may  at 
any  Time  fail,  God  will  always  fupport  that 
People,  who  place  a  virtuous  Truft  in  Him. 
Or  though  a  Nation  were  growing,  in  Appear- 
ance, incorrigibly  bud;  yet  they,  who  are 
careful  to  preferve  themfelves  from  the  fpread- 
ing  Infection,  particularly  by  prudent  Medi- 
tations on  the  threatening  Removal  of  valuable 
Perfons,  may  poffibly  be  thus  excited  to  fuch 
Ufefulnefs,  as  will  defer,  if  not  hinder,  its 
Ruin  :  at  lead  they  take  the  Way  to  deliver 
their  own  Souls  *,  undoubtedly  from  the  Pu- 
nimments  of  another  Life,  and  perhaps  alib, 
wholly  or  in  part,  from  Sufferings  in  this. 
The  Days  of  Man  are  like  a  Shadow,  that  de- 
dineth  :  and  he  witbereth  like  the  Grafs.  But 
the  Lord  is  the  fame :  and  his  Tears  Jhall  have 
no  End.  The  Children  of  his  Servants  flail 
continue  :  and  their  Seed  flail  Jlandfajl  in  his 
Sight  ^ 

Be  the  Lofs  therefore  otherwife  as  great  a$ 
it  will,  which  befalls,  at  any  Time,  either 
the  Publick  in  general,  or  ourfelves  in  parti- 
cular, when  the  Hand  of  God  {hatches  away 
the  Worthy  arid  the  Eminent  j  yet  thinking 

*  pzek.  xiv.    14.  t  Pf.  cii.   n,  27,  28. 
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ferioufly  and  rightly  upon  it,  we  may  certain- 
ly extract  more  than  a  little  Good  from  it. 
And  whoever  is  taught  effectually,  by  fuch  an 
Occurrence,  to  ceafe  from  Man  "johoj'e  Breath 
is  in  bis  Nojlrih  *,  and  place  his  Expectations 
and  Hopes  in  the  ever  living  God ;  far  from 
being  overwhelmed  by  the  melancholy  Part  of' 
the  Event,  will  be  able,  with  a  very  considerable 
Degree  of  Compofednefs  to  contemplate  and 
improve  by  the  enlivening  and  comforting  Parts. 

Amongft  others,  it  furely  is  one  very  great 
Comfort,  to  fee  or  to  hear  of  that  diitin- 
guiming  Tranquillity,  with  which  religious 
Perfons  meet  their  approaching  DilTolution, 
Mark  the  perfect  Man,  and  behold  the  Upright : 
for  the  End  of  that  Man  is  Peace  *\~.  Some- 
times indeed  Fears  and  Doubts,  ariling  from 
the  Influence  of  a  difordered  Body,  cloud  the 
Mind  of  the  Righteous  at  their  Death,  and 
obfcure  their  fetting  Sun.  Nor  is  it  ufelefs  to 
take  Notice  even  of  thefe  Cnfes,  for  our  future 
Satisfaction,  if  ever  the  like  fhould  be  our 
own,  that  our  Covenant-Right  toGod's Favour 
may  be  very  well  grounded,  notwithstanding 
for  the  prefent  we  are  quite  incapable  of  fee- 
ing and  rejoicing  in  the  Light  of  bis  Counte- 
nance^.  But  when  the  pious  Soul  enjoys  in 
that  Hour  its  genuine  Serenity,  then  is  the 
Beauty  of  Holinefs  beheld  in  the  ftrongeft 
Point  of  View.  Then  we  have  a  noble  Op- 
portunity of  discerning  what  Religion  is,  and 
•what  it  can  do ;  when  we  obferve  the  Man- 
*  Jfa.  ii.  22.  t  Pf.  xxxvii.  37.  ~\  Pf..lxxx«.  16. 
2  ner> 


Death  of  'Queen  Caroline.  57 

ner,  in  which  it  enables  thofe,  who  are  flip- 
ported  by  it,  to  pofTefs  themfelves  in  the  Face 
of  Death.  When  we  fee  them,  in  the  Strength 
of  it,  joining  the  tendered  Affections  to  thofe 
whom  they  leave  behind,  with  the  quieteft 
Submiflion  to  part  with  them ;  and  the  moft 
virtuous  Reafons  for  wifhing  to  flay  longer 
here,  with  the  moft  dutiful  Obedience  to  Him 
who  calls  them  away  :  when  we  fee  them 
calmly  diverting  themfelves  of  their  dearefl 
Attachments  to  Life ;  and  only  follicitous  to 
provide,  by  ferious  Advice  and  kind  Recom- 
mendations, for  the  Happinefs  of  thofe  who 
furvive  them  :  in  the  Midft  of  the  acuteft 
Pains  waiting  with  the  mildeft  Patience  all  the 
Days  of  their  appointed  Time  * ;  and  preferving 
a  greater  Senfibility  of  every  ones  Sufferings, 
than  their  own :  mewing  themfelves  now, 
what  they  always  were;  but  riling  in  their 
Virtues  proportionably  to  their  Trial,  and 
teftifying  that  their  Faith  is  the  Viftory  that 
over cometh  the  World^ ;  fuch  Occafions ,  as  God 
knows  they  had  need  bring  fome  Advantage 
with  them,  furnifh  us  with  uncommon  Means 
of  learning  in  the  Chambers  of  Death,  what 
are  the  true  Principles  for  the  Conduct  of 
Life.  But, 

II.  The  Heart  of  the  Wife,  whilft  it  dwells 
in  the  Houfe  of  Mourning,  will  not  only  im- 
prove itfelf  in  a  general  Senfe  of  Chriftian 
Piety,  but  alfo  more  efpecially,  in  fuch  Pre- 

*  Jobxiv.  14.  t  i  Johnv.  4. 
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cepts  of  it,  as  conftitute  a  proper  Behaviour 
with  refpedl  to  the  Memory  of  thofe,  whofe 
Departure  is  at  any  Time  the  Object  of  our 
Thoughts.  The  Dead  indeed  are  out  of  our 
Reach  :  our  Goodnefs  extends  not  to  them, 
and  our  Enmity  can  do  them  no  Harm.  But 
for  the  fake  of  common  Juftice  and  Humanity 
we  are  bound  to  the  amiable  Duties,  of  fhew- 
ing  Candor  in  Regard  to  their  Failings  j  and 
paying  the  Honour,  which  is  due  to  their 
Merit. 

That  we  fliould  fpeak  and  think  with  Mild- 
nefs,  concerning  fuch  as  partake  of  our  own 
Nature;  and  are  in  nothing  more  like  us, 
than  in  the  Frailties  to  which  they  may  be 
liable;  this  is  what  all  Men,  at  all  Times, 
have  a  Right  to  claim  from  us.  But  they 
who  have  jinifoed  their  Courfe  *,  and  whofe 
Dwelling  is  no  longer  with  Flejh  -f  ;  They  feem 
to  have  a  peculiar  Exemption  from  thofe  Se- 
verities of  Cenfure,  which  amongfr.  the  Living 
are  fo  much  too  liberally  distributed  and  re- 
turned. Not  that  good  and  bad  Characters 
are  to  be  confounded  after  Death,  any  more 
than  before  it  :  or  the  Wicked  to  be  as  the 
Righteous  %  in  that  Refpett,  or  any  other. 
But  yet,  not  even  the  Crimes  of  fuch,  as  have 
been  worfe  Offenders  than  ordinary,  fhould 
be  related  with  Aggravation  and  Infult  ;  or  in- 
deed be  mentioned  at  all,  more  than  the  In- 


*  Acls  xx.   24.     2  Tim.    iv.   7.  t  Dan. 
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terefts  of  Virtue  and  Mankind  require.  Much 
Ids  are  we  at  Liberty  to  trample  on  the  Afhes 
of  Perfons,  on  the  whole  religious  and  vir- 
tuous :  or  receive  Accufations  againft  them, 
of  which  very  pombly  a  great  Part  may  chiefly, 
or  intirely,  proceed  from  Invention  or  Mif- 
take ;  from  Ignorance  of  Fa<fts,  or  Inattention 
to  Circumilances,  or  Weakneis  of  Judgment. 
Nay  indeed  we  ought  not  to  dwell 'upon  the 
Failings,  with  which  we  have  the  beft  Reafon 
to  apprehend  they  were  chargeable,  fo  as  to 
give  thefe  for  their  Character  :  but  caft  a 
Veil  over  their  Imperfections,  in  Reverence  to 
their  eftimable  Qualities.  .  Towards  the  Living 
this  is  our  t)uty  :  but  if  v/e  fail  of  it  towards 
the  Dead,  nothing  can  excufe  TisV  The 
Thought  of  that  awful  Change,  which  they 
have  undergone,  might  alone  be  furiicient  to 
calm  every  Emotion  and  Prejudice,  that  we 
may  formerly  have  felt  againft  them.  But 
befides,  all  the  Provocations,  that  we  can  have 
received  from  them,  are  now  at  an  End.  In 
whatever  they  have  interfered  with  us ;  they 
will  do  fb  no  more.  Whatever  we  have 
thought  blameable  in  them ;  the  Cognizance, 
whether  it  be  or  not,  is  removed  to  a  higher 
Tribunal.  They  are  gone  to  anfwer  for  Their 
Deeds  :  we  mail  very  ihortly  follow  to  anfwer 
for  Ours :  let  us  iudge  one  another  with  that 
Mercy,  \vith  which  may  our  Lord  and  Mafter 
iudge  us  all.  And  let  us  remember  too,  that 
!ri  1  worldly  Way  of  coniidering  Things,  this 
js  the  difcreet  Method.  Rejoice  not  over  thy 
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greatejl  Enemy,  when  dead:  but  remember, 
that  we  die  all  *.  Soon  will  the  Time  come, 
when  our  Names  alfo  mall  lie  expofed  to  fuch 
Ufage  as  the  Survivors  may  think  fit  to  give 
them.  And  therefore  the  Conlideration  of 
what  is  the  End  of  all  Men,  mould  make  us 
much  too  prudent,  ever  to  fet  an  Example  of, 
pofthumous  Rancour  :  and  incline  us,  by  treat- 
ing the  Memories  of  others  with  generous 
Tendernefs,  to  fecure  the  fame  Treatment  to 
our  own  hereafter. 

The  next  Duty,  of  which  Mortality  mould 
remind  us,  towards  the  Deceafed,  is  paying 
iuft  Honour  to  their  Virtues.  Honour  is  a 
Debt,  owing  indeed  to  worthy  Characters  in 
This  World  :  but  feldom  well  paid,  till  after 
they  are  gone  out  of  it.  As  foon  as  it  is  too 
late,  we  begin  to  perceive,  that  they  deferved 
to  have  been  much  more  highly  valued, 
than  they  were.  And  we  mould  all  of  us 
learn  from  hence,  to  efteem  thofe  for  the 
future,  whilft  they  are  alive,  whom  we  mall 
efteem,  when  they  are  dead.  But  at  leaft, 
when  they  have  completed  the  Part  affigned 
them  here,  and  performed  the  principal  Scenes 
of  it  well  :  then  it  becomes  high  Time,  that 
thofe  Applaufes  mould  be  given  them,  which 
were  their  Due  before ;  and  their  Memory  be 
put  in  PofTerTion  of  whatever  they  ought  to 
have  perfonally  enjoyed.  Flattering  the  Dead 
will  do  neither  Them,  nor  indeed  their  Re~ 

*  Ecclus  viii.  7. 
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putation,  any  Service  :  or  if  it  could,  would 
do,  at  the  fame  Time,  much  Harm  to  Man- 
kind j  by  taking  away  Diftindlion,  where  it 
ought  to  be  preferved.  But  as  the  Deiire  of 
leaving  behind  us  an  honourable  Reputation, 
when  we  have  earned  it,  is  naturally  a  ftrong 
Principle  in  virtuous  Breafts  ;  and  a  very  ufe- 
ful  one  to  human  Society  :  it  mould  be  care- 
fully cherimed,  by  allowing  to  every  Degree 
of  real  Defert  its  proper  Acknowledgment  ; 
and  ufmg  the  only  Means,  that  we  have,  of 
making  thofe  yet  live,  who  in  every  other  Re- 
fpecl:  are  dead  to  us.  The  true  Immortality, 
God  beftows  on  his  faithful  Servants,  and 
them  alone,  in  another  World  :  but  we  mould 
give  in  this  all  that  we  are  able,  the  poor 
Shadow  of  it,  an  honeft  Fame,  to  as  many  as 
are  intitled  to  it,  in  their  refpective  Shares. 
Whoever  hath  gone  through  Life  with  only 
a  benevolent  Heart  and  upright  Intention, 
though  it  be  in  a  private  Rank,  hath  Merit 
confiderable  enough  not  to  be  foon  forgotten. 
And  in  proportion  as  other  Things  concur  to 
raife  the  Character  of  Men,  they  fhould 
be  refpected  both  more  and  longer.  When- 
ever therefore  the  Virtues  of  any  Perfons  have 
been  adorned  by  Nature  with  uncommon 
Accomplishments,  and  by  themfelves  with 
valuable  Acquifitions  :  when  they  have  been 
called  out  by  Providence  into  the  View  of 
Mankind ;  have  refitted  the  greateft  Temp- 
tations 3  appeared  equal  without  Effort  to 

the 
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the  greateft  Difficulties ;  filled  with  diffufive 
Beneficence  the  largeft  Sphere  of  publick 
Life,  and  yet  paid  the  moft  accurate  and 
amiable  Regard  to  the  various  Duties  of 
private  Relations  :  when,  they  have  fpent 
their  Days  in  this  Manner,  and  finifhed  them 
in  the  Manner  defcribed  before  ;  then  the 
prudent  in  Heart  will  regret  their  Lofs  with 
the  deepeft  Concern,  and  have  them  in  ever- 
lofting  Remembrance*.  But 

III.  We  may  learn,  from  a  conliderate  Me- 
ditation on  the  Examples  of  Mortality,  very 
ufeful  Inftructions  for  our  Behaviour,  not  only 
with  refpeft  to  the  Deceafed  -3  but  thofe  whom 
they  have  left  behind,  any  way  peculiarly  re- 
lated to  them. 

The  Death  of  a  wife  and  good,  of  a  near 
and  affectionate  Friend,  is  unfpeakably  the 
greateft  of  all  Calamities.  One  iingle  Stroke  of 
this  Kind  may  deftroy  almofl  the  whole  Com- 
fort of  our  Lives  at  once  :  and  a  very  few  of 
them  leave  us  in  the  moft  dreadful  of  Solitudes  : 
deftitute  of  any  one  to  intruft  with  full  Con- 
fidence, amidil  Numbers  to  fufpecl  and  fear; 
deftitute  of  Help  againft  our  own  Frailties  and 
Infirmities  j  and  vaftly  more  miferable  for 
having  been  happy.  Whoever  is  capable  of 
thefe  Reflexions,  if  he  allows  himfelf  Time 
to  make  them,  will  fmcerely  pity  all  that  have 

*  Pfal.  cxii.  6. 
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{uttered  fuch  a  Lois  ;  and  equally  efteem  all 
that  fnew  they  are  fenfible  of  it.     Right  Af- 
fections   are    the   very  Foundation  of  a  right 
Character  :  and  Affection  continued  to  be  ex- 
prefied,  in  the  Manner  it  ought,  for  Friends 
and   Relations  at  and  after  their  Deaths,  car- 
ries in  it  an  evident  Mark,  both  of  Sincerity 
and  Strength.     When,  inftead  of  withdraw- 
ing from  the  mournful  Scene,  Perfons  fix  their 
Hearts  intirely  upon  it ;  fulfil  to  the  very  ut- 
moil  the  whole  Labour  of  Love*,  to  which 
Providence   then  calls  them  ;    and,    after  all 
proves   fruitlefs,  transfer  their  Concern   in    a 
proper  Degree  to  the  Support  of  their  Partners 
in  Sorrow;  each  evidencing  their  Confciouihefs 
of  the  others  Worth,  by  a  mutual  Tendernefs 
that  goes  through  them  all :  the  Knowledge 
of  this  Behaviour,  in  any  Station  of  Life,  mult 
needs  fill  our  Minds  with  great  Honour  and 
Regard  for  fuch  as  feel  Affliction  in  fo  exem- 
plary a  Manner ;  and  difpofe  us  effectually  to 
avoid  whatever  may  increafe  their  Sufferings, 
and  do  whatever  may  alleviate   them.      But 
efpecially  thofe,  whom  we  are  bound  to   re- 
verence at  all  Times,    we  mould   reverence 
doubly  in  their  Diftrefs  :  and  thofe,  for  whom 
at  all  Times  we  are  bound  to  pray,  we  mould 
then    with    uncommon    Earneftnefs    recom- 
mend to  the  God  of  all  Comfort  -J-.     Let  us 
therefore  accordingly  at  prefent  beieech  Him, 
that   he   would  be  merciful  to  that  Houie, 

*  Heb.  vi.  10.  f  2  Cor.  i.  3, 
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which  is  now  peculiarly  the  Hottfe  of  Mourn- 
ing :  that  he  would  be  merciful  to  thefe  Na- 
tions, which  have  the  jufteft  Caufe  to  fhare 
in  all  their  Griefs  :  that  he  would  turn  from 
us  thofe  Evt/s,  that  we  mojl  righteoufly  have 
deferred;  and  continue  to  us  thofe  Bleffings, 
which  through  his  infinite  Goodnefs  we  enjoy. 
Grant  thefe  our  Petitions,  gracious  God,  for 
the  Sake  of  thy  ever  bleffed  Son,  Jefiis  Chrift 
our  Lord.  Amen. 


S  E  R- 


SERMON     IV. 

Preached  in  the  Parifli  Church  of  St. 
Bridget,  London,  before  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Lord-Mayor,  &c, 
on  Monday  in  Rafter  Week^  1738. 

i  PET.  iv.  10, 

jls  every  Man  hath  received  the  Gifty  even 
fo  ?ninifter  the  fame  one  to  another,  as  good 
Stewards  of  the  manifold  Grace  of  God. 

TH  E  Inducements,  that  we  have,  to  re- 
lieve the  Miferies,  and  promote  the 
Happinefs  of  our  Fellow-creatures,  are,  God 
be  thanked,  both  many  in  Number,  and  of  va- 
rious Kinds.  Our  Hearts  naturally  incline  us 
to  it :  our  Reafon  approves  of  it  as  right. 
The  more  we  cultivate  kind  Difpofitions,  the 
truer  Peace  we  pofiefs  within  ;  and  the  greater 
Capacity  of  focial  Happinefs,  the  fweetefl 
Part  of  the  Enjoyment  of  Life.  Willingnefs 
to  do  Good,  is  always  rewarded  with  the 
Efteem  of  Mankin4 ;  and  Selfifhnefs  of  Tem- 
per, the  conilant  Object  of  every  one's  Aver^. 
fion.  We  have  frequent  Experience  in  our- 
felves,  what  Suffering  i§  ;  and  are  therefore 
F  inexcusable^ 
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inexcufable,  if  we  overlook  it  in  others.  We 
live  in  a  World,  where*  if  it  were  not  for  the 
Exercife  of  Mercy  and  Pity,  the  Face  of 
Things  would  look  dreadful  with  miferable 
Objects  j  and  the  Multitudes  of  Perfons,  dri- 
ven to  Defpair,  make  Society  unfafe.  Befides, 
we  know  the  Viciffitudes  of  human  Affairs  : 
and  are  nearly  concerned,  to  encourage  by  our 
Example  that  Spirit  of  Goodnefs  and  Com- 
panion ;  of  which  We  or  Ours  may,  on  one 
Occafion  or  another,  eafily  come  to  have  great 
need. 

Thefe  are  powerful  Motives  to  Beneficence  : 
and  yet  the  Influence  of  them  is  too  commonly 
exceeding  fmall.  The  Hearts  of  fome  Perfons 
have  but  little  Senfibility  ;  and  thofe  of  others, 
a  very  confined  and  partial  one.  Some  con- 
tent themfelves  with  talking  of  Benevolence, 
inftead  of  cultivating  it ;  or  with  the  inward 
Feeling  of  good  Affections,  inftead  of  exerting 
them :  and  others  give  Scope  to  their  wrong 
Inclinations,  and  their  right  ones,  promifcu- 
oufly ;  and  fo  eafily  do  more  Harm  in  the 
World,  than  Good.  To  fpeculative  Reafon- 
ings  but  few  Perfons  attend  :  and  fewer  ftill 
are  governed  by  them  in  Practice.  Their 
Liablenefs  to  the  common  Accidents  of  Life, 
Men  either  forget  amidft  the  Pleafures  of  it, 
or  turn  into  an  Argument  for  attending  the 
more  clofely  to  their  own  Interefts.  As  for 
Reputation ;  a  few  Acts  of  Goodnefs,  well 
managed,  will  obtain  as  much  of  it  as  they  are 

con- 
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Concerned  about.  Or,  if  they  cannot  be 
efteemed ;  they  may  hope  at  leaft  to  be  court- 
ed. And  even  if  they  fail  of  this  ;  they  can 
affect  to  defpife  it,  and  appear,  notwithtland- 
ing,  happy ;  fome  in  their  Wealth,  feme  in 
their  Voluptuoufnefs. 

Our  wife  and  good  Maker  hath  therefore 
not  left  us  to  the  Influence  of  thefe  Motives 
only  :  but,  as  he  faw  it  neceffary,  that  in  all 
our  Ways  we  mould  be  directed  by  Regard  to 
Him ;  fo  he  hath  added  infinite  Force  to  the 
above-mentioned  Confiderations,  by  giving  us 
the  Knowledge  of  Himfelf,  and  teaching  us  to 
look  on  them  as  Evidences  of  his  Will.  He 
undoubtedly  defigned  the  good  Things  of  this 
World,  not  for  the  Gratification  of  a  few  of 
his  Creatures;  but  for  the  Benefit  of  all. 
And  he  hath  divided  them  unequally  amongft 
us;  not  that  one  Part  of  the  human  Race 
fhould  fink  under  Mifery  and  Want,  and  the 
other  look  down  with  Contempt  upon  them  : 
but  that  Pity  and  Gratitude  mould  be  mutually 
exercifed,  and  the  Pleafure  of  doing  and  Re- 
ceiving Good,  felt  among  Men  :  that  the  Poor 
mould  be  ferviceable  to  the  Rich  ;  they,  in  re- 
turn, kind  to  the  Poor ;  and  Both  united  in 
the  Bonds  of  mutual  Good- will,  from  a  Senjfe 
of  their  mutual  Dependency.  Thefe,  it  ap- 
pears, from  the  Knowledge  that  we  have  of 
his  Nature,  mufl  have  been  his  Intentions. 
The  fame  Thing  appears  further  from  the  Na- 
ture he  hath  given  Us,  and  the  Circumftances, 
F  2  in 
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in  which  he  hath  placed  us.  But  that  no  Sort 
of  Evidence  of  it  might  he  wanting,  he  hath 
made  known  to  the  World  his  Pleafure  by  ex- 
prefs  Revelation  alfo  :  requiring  of  us  all  to  do 
Goo^  and  to  communicate  *,  both  as  we  are 
Servants,  bound  in  every  thing  to  obey  him; 
and  as  we  are  Stewards,  appointed  and  intrufted, 
by  him  for  this  very  Purpofe. 

Let  us  therefore  confider,  with  due  Seriouf- 
nefs, 

I.  What  general  Influence  it  mould  have 
upon  us,  that  we  are  Stewards  of  the  manifold 
Grace  of  God. 

II.  What  Influence  in  particular  with  refpect 
to  thofe  Methods  of  Charity,  which  are  the 
Occaiion  of  our  prefent  Meeting. 

I.  Let  us  confider  the  general  Influence. 
E-very  Thing,  which  God  hath  done  for  the 
Good  of  his  Creatures,  is  Grace  or  Favour  to 
them  :  2nd  every  Thing,  which  he  has  placed 
in  our  Hands  for  their  Good,  is  Grace  of 
which  we  are  Stewards.  All  the  Means  and 
Opportunities  we  have,  of  making  the  World, 
or  any  Part  of  it,  better  or  happier ;  by  our 
Knowledge  or  Wealth,  by  our  Power  or  In- 
tereft,  our  Care  or  Pains,  our  friendly  Beha- 
viour or  good  Example  ;  are  given  us  in  Truft, 
to  be  fo  exercifed.  How  manifold  thefe  are, 

*  Heb.  xiii.  16. 
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upon  the  Whole,  it  is  not  perhaps  eafy  for  us 
to  be  fully  fenfible  :  but  we  mould  each  of  us 
think  very  carefully,  what  his  own  Share  of 
them  is,  and  wherein  it  coniifts.  For  no  one 
is  without  his  Ta/enf,  though  fome  have  more 
committed  to  them  than  others  :  and  they 
who  have  leaft,  will  be  expected  to  improve 
what  they  have*;  as  our  Saviour's  Parable 
very  awfully  (hews.  The  pooreft  Perlbn  in 
the  World,  is  capable  of  being  ufefal,  fome 
Way,  to  his  Fellow-creatures :  and  the 
greateft  can  never  be  above  the  Obligation  of 
imitating,  to  their  Power,  the  Beneficence  of 
their  Creator.  They  who  are  engaged  in  Bu- 
fmefs,  far  from  having  their  Attention  con- 
fined to  themfelves,  have  ufually,  by  the  very 
means  of  their  Bufinefs,  peculiar  Advantages 
both  for  knowing  and  fupplying  the  Wants  of 
others.  And  fuch  as  have  no  particular  Em- 
ployment, have  only  the  Privilege  of  a  freer 
Choice,  what  Part  they  will  take  in  that  ge- 
neral one  amgned  to  us  all,  of  doing  Good. 

Since  then  we  are  appointed,  each  in  his 
proper  Station,  Difpenfers  and  Stewards  of  the 
manifold  Grace  of  God;  it  concerns  us  to  be- 
have as  faithful  ones  :  not  to  intercept  the 
Streams  of  the  Divine  Bounty ;  nor  confine 
to  our  own  Gratification,  what  our  Maker 
hath  defigned  for  the  common  Benefit  of  all 
around  us.  He  hath  not  indeed  fixed  the  Pro- 
portions of  any  Kind  of  Charity  :  lor  Circum- 

*  Ma:th.  xxv.  14—30.  ; 
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fiances  vary  fo  infinitely,  that  general  Rules 
concerning  fuch  Matters  are  impoffible.  And 
this  Latitude  mould  not  give  Anxiety  to  any 
good  Mind  :  for  we  ferve  a  moft  equitable 
Matter.  But  neither  fhould  it  give  Encourage- 
ment to  bad  Minds ;  and  make  them  imagine, 
that  where  nothing  is  afcertained,  they  may 
dojuft  as  little  as  they  pleafe.  For  God  will 
expeft  from  every  one,  what  may  be  reafon- 
ably  expected  from  them  :  and  hath  left  this 
Matter  at  large,  that  we  may  {hew,  not  our 
Backwardnefs  to  ferve  him,  but  our  Zeal. 
Imprudent  Zeal  he  never  approves :  but  Good- 
neis,  confined  within  the  Bounds  of  Difcre- 
tion,  is  always  more  acceptable  to  him,  in 
Proportion  as  it  is  more  abundant.  And, 
though  not  every  Failure  in  Degree  fliall  ex- 
pofe  us  to  Punifhment ;  yet  ' he  'which  foweth 
Jparingly,  ft  all  reap  aljb  fparingly :  and  he 
which  foweth  bountifully,  ft  all  reap  alfo  bounti- 
fully *. 

However  unadive  therefore  we  may  natu- 
rally be ;  yet,  as  Perfons  intrufted  by  the  Lord 
of  all,  it  imports  us  greatly  to  be  diligent. 
For  Induftry  is  a  valuable  Part  of  Faithfulnefs  : 
and  Jlothful  Servants  will  be  confidered,  in 
the  Day  of  Judgment,  as  wicked  ones  -[-.  Some 
Ways  of  doing  Good  may  poffibly  be  lefs 
pleating  to  us :  fome  Perfons  our  Prejudices, 
our  Paiifions,  or  Interefts,  would  tempt  us  to 
overlook,  rather  than  ferve  :  and  fome  Things, 

»  2  Cor.  ix.  6.  t  Matth.  xxv.  26. 
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that  are  only  Teeming  Indances  ofBenevolence, 
we  fhould  be  willing  to  miftake  for  real  ones  j 
and  indulge  a  falfe  good  Nature,  without  Re- 
gard to  Confequences,    however    bad.      But 
when  we  confider,  that  in  all  thefe  Cafes  we 
are  to  a<5l  for  God ;  this  makes  a  very  great 
Change  in  the  View  of  Things  :    and  may 
both  oblige  us  at  fome  Times  to  do  "xith  our 
Might  *,  what  perhaps  we  could^lead  have 
wimed ;  and  redrain  us,  at  others,  from  do- 
ing at  all,  what  injudicioufly  we  mould  have 
deiired  the    mod.     Another   important    Ufe 
of  looking  upon  ourfelves  in   this  Light,  is, 
that  how  great  loever  our  Talents  may  be,  and 
how  right  foever  the  Ufe  that  we   make  of 
them  ;  it   mud  Hill   be  the  dronged  Reafon 
podible  for  Humility,  one  of  the  mod  excel- 
lent of  Virtues,  to  think,  that  all'  we  have  is 
given   us,  and   all   we   do  is   but  miniftering* 
Then,  at  the  fame  Time  that  our  being  in- 
truded will  teach  us  thefe  Things,  our   being 
jointly  intruded  will  teach  us  another  :  never 
to  invade  each   other's  Province,  nor  Jlretch 
ourfelves  beyond  our  Mcafure  -f-  j  but  as  God  hath 
distributed  to  every  Man,  fo  to  walk  J  :  for  he 
is  not  the  Author  of  Confujion,  but  of  Peace  ||. 
God  is   the  Judge,  and  a  much  better  furely 
than  we,  what  Employment  is  fitted  for  each 
of  his  Servants  :  and  how  enterprizing  foever 
any  of  us  may  be  now,  or  how  difcontented 
foever  with  the  Narrownefs  of  our  own  Sphere 
of  Action  :  we  may  have  Caufe  enough  to  be 

*  Eccl.  ix.  10.          f  2  Cor.  x.  14.  \  i  Cor.  vii.  17. 
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glad  at  laft,  that  no  more  was  committed  td 
our  Care.  Yet  thefe  Reflexions  muft  not  be 
carried  to  fuch  a  Length,  as  to  let  the  Bufi- 
nefs  of  our  common  IVIafter  fufTer,  under  Pre- 
tence of  its  belonging,  not  to  Us,  but  our  Fel- 
low-fervant  j  when  there  is  no  Impropriety, 
but  only  fomewhat  more  Labour  or  Expence, 
in  ftepping  a  little  out  of  our  Way,  to  prevent 
the  ill  Consequences  of  another's  Neglect .  It 
tnuft  be  owned  a  difficult  Matter,  not  to  mif- 
take  in  thefe  Cafes  on  one  Side  or  the  other  : 
but  involuntary  Miftakes  will  never  be  im- 
puted to  us.  It  muft  be  owned  a  very  ferious 
Thing,  to  be  Stewards  of  God :  but  it  is  a 
very  noble  one,  to  be  employed  under  our 
heavenly  Father  in  the  Work,  that  he  delights 
in  moft  j  and  for  the  Happinefs  of  our  Bre- 
thren, perhaps  to  all  Eternity.  If  indeed  we 
are  found,  inftead  of  this,  either  hiding  the 
Talents  committed  to  us  *,  or  wafting  our 
Mafter's  Goods  -f ,  or  mifufing  thofe  to  whom 
we  ought  to  have  miniftred  j  ;  then  miferable 
will  our  Condition  be,  when  God  {hall  fay  to 
US)  Give  an  Account  of  thy  Stewardship,  for 
tbon  may  eft  be  no  longer  Steward^.  But  on 
the  other  Hand  our  Comfort  is,  that  a  fincere 
Endeavour  to  difcharge  our  Office  as  we  ought, 
whatever  our  Difficulties,  or  whatever  our 
Imperfections  be,  {hall  intitle  us  to  the  Sen- 
tence>  Well  done,  good  and  faithful  Servant, 
enter  thou  into  the  Jcy  °f  thy  Lord\\. 

*  Matth.  xxv.  18.        f  Luke  xvi.  j .        J  Matth.  Xxiv.  49. 
4  Luke  xvi.  z.  I!  Matth.  xxv.  ^•^. 
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With  the  ImprelTion  therefore  of  thefe  Re- 
flexions upon  our  Minds,  let  us  now  proceed 

to  inquire, 

II.  What  Influence  the  Thought,  that  we 
are  Stewards  cf  the  manifold  Grace  of  God* 
fliould  have  upon  us,  with  refpect  to  thofe 
particular  Methods  of  doing  Good,  which  arc 
the  Occalion  of  our  pr efent  Meeting. 

Now  thefe  are  of  three  Sorts,  which  indeed 
comprehend  almoft  the  whole  of  publick  Cha* 
rity :  Places  of  Maintenance  and  Inflruction 
for  Children;  Hofpitals  for  the  Sick;  and 
Houfes  of  Correction  and  Work  for  the  DilTo- 
lute  and  Idle. 

Relieving  poor  Parents  from  the  Burden  of 
a  Family,  which  they  are  unable  to  fupport, 
muft  needs  be  a  moft  welcome  Charity  to 
Them ;  and  is  evidently  a  very  ufeful  one  to 
the  Publick  :  for  it  tends  to  the  future  Increafe 
of  the  Community,  as  well  as  to  make  the 
prefect  Members  of  it  happy.  And  teaching 
poor  Children  Religion  and  Virtue,  one  {hould 
think  were  plainly  a  beneficial  Thing  too.  For 
let  it  prove  ineffectual  as  often  as  it  will ;  they 
muft  be  a  little  more  likely  to  abftain  from 
what  is  wrong,  for  being  taught  what  is  right. 
Some  Principles,  fome  Notions  of  Life  and 
Behaviour,  they  will  learn  :  which  then  would 
you  have  them  learn,  good  or  bad  ?  They 
may  indeed  poffibly  learn  bad  Things  mixed 
with  good,  under  the  Notion  of  Religion. 
I  But 
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But  confidering  the  Purity,  in  which  Religion 
is  profefTed  amongft  Us,  there  cannot  well  be 
much  of  this  Kind ;  and  there  needs  not  be 
any  Thing.  Some  Perfons,  however,  appear 
to  have  great  Fears  of  Superftition  -,  and  no 
Fears  of  any  Thing  elfe.  But  do  they  really 
find  in  fact,  that  this  is  the  reigning  and  dan- 
gerous Error  of  the  prefent  Age  ?  Is  it  with 
Superftition,  that  your  Servants,  and  your 
Children  as  they  grow  up,  and  the  Generality 
of  the  People,  are  infected ;  or  is  it  not  with 
Profiigatenefs :  fuch  open  and  avowed  Con- 
tempt of  the  Laws  of  God  and  Man,  of  all 
Sobriety  and  Order,  as  this  Nation  hath  never 
known  before,  nor  can  long  fubfift  under 
an  Increafe  of  it  ?  But  if  you  are  in  Earner! 
afraid  of  Superftition  j  be  afraid  where  you 
have  Caufe  of  Fear.  There  is  a  real,  and  a 
dreadful  Superftition  gaining  Ground,  that  of 
the  Church  of  Rome.  And  the  more  igno- 
rant Men  are  of  all  Religion,  and  the  more 
prejudiced  againft  their  own  Form  and  their 
own  Teachers  of  Religion ;  the  more  eafily 
they  are  won  over  into  that  moft  corrupt  and 
formidable  Communion.  Think  then,  I  in- 
treat  you,  What  would  our  Condition  be ; 
fhould  ever  the  main  Part  of  this  Nation  be- 
come, one  half  Papifts,  and  the  other  Profli- 
gates !  For  as  to  the  Scheme  of  \^irtue  without 
Religion  :  even  if  it  could  be  put  in  Practice, 
yet  there  is  a  God,  and  he  ought  to  be  feared ; 
and  there  is  a  Support  in  Piety,  of  which 
Mankind  ought  not  to  be  deprived.  But 
6  who- 
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whoever  knows  any  Thing  of  the  World, 
muft  fee,  that  fuch  a  Scheme  can  never  be  put 
in  Practice  :  that  human  Nature  hath  daily 
need,  both  to  be  reftrained  from  Evil,  and 
excited  to  Good,  in  Cafes  where  none  but  re- 
ligious Motives  can  do  either  effectually.  And 
as  thefe  have  been  conftantly  found  neceffary, 
in  all  Ages  and  Countries  whatever :  fo  they 
are  certainly  of  the  moft  indifpenfable  Ne- 
ceffity,  where  Incentives  to  Vice  are  in  the 
greatest  abundance,  and  Liberty  is  the  leaft 
controlled  by  Law. 

But  to  return.  Together  with  the  general 
Rules  of  their  Duty,  thefe  Children  are  taught 
fuch  other  Knowledge,  as  may  qualify  them 
for  Employments  fitted  to  their  Station :  and 
then  put  out  to  fuch  Employments ;  with  a 
further  Affiftance,  where  it  is  requifite,  of 
fome  little  Matter  to  begin  with,  towards 
gaining  a  Livelihood.  And  this  alfo  furely 
muft  be  of  publick  Benefit.  Were  they  in- 
deed either  taken  or  kept  away  from  other 
Bufinefs,  more  ufeful,  or  in  which  Hands  are 
more  wanted ;  were  they  raifed,  without  vi- 
fible  Merit,  above  their  original  Rank,  into 
one  of  lefs  Labour  or  more  Knowledge,  to 
the  Prejudice  of  thofe,  who  were  by  Birth 
their  Superiors :  fuch  Things  would  be  juft 
Objections,  though  not  to  the  Inftitution  of 
thefe  Schools,  yet  to  the  Management  of  them. 
But  when  only  the  Parents  are  kept  from 
Diftrefs,  and  the  Children  from  Idlenefs  or 
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wicked  Courfes  ;  when  Care  is  taken,  tochufe 
them  from  a  Condition  fuitable  to  that,  for 
which  they  are  defined  ;  and  neither  in  their 
manner  of  living,  nor  their  Inftruction,  to  fet 
them  above  that :  every  one  will  allow,  it 
would  be  excellent  private  Charity,  to  do  this 
for  a  Child;  and  why  not  as  good :  pubiiJc 
Charity,  to  do  it  for  many  Children  ;  fince  the  ' 
greater  the  Number  is,  the  lefs  in  Proportion 
the  Expence  ? 

The  fecond  Method  of  doing  Good,  before 
us  at  prefent,  is  that  of  Holpitals  for  the  Sick. 
And  whatever  Objections  may  be  made  againft 
other  Benefactions  to  the  Poor,  there  can  be 
none  againft  reftoringEafe  and  Health  to  them  : 
againfl  giving  them  thofe  Helps,  which  their 
diftreiTed  Families  cannot  give ;  and  enabling 
them  to  be  ufeful  again  to  themfelves,  and  to 
the  Publick.  Now  Hofpitals  are  infinitely  the 
befl  Means  to  this  neceffary  End.  They  are 
a  fure  Way  of  detecting  Counterfeits :  they 
preferve  the  Sick  from  unlkilful  Hands :  they 
are  fo  many  publick  Schools,  where  the 
Knowledge  of  Medicine  is  taught,  in  the  moft 
effectual  manner,  for  the  common  Benefit  of 
Mankind.  They  relieve  Multitudes,  who 
either  cannot  demand,  or  cannot  obtain,  paro- 
chial Relief:  and  they  do  it,  beyond  Compa- 
rifon,  in  the  fureft,  the  fpeedieft,  and  the 
cheapeft  manner  that  can  be.  So  that,  were 
we  to  fuppofe  even  great  Mifmanagements  in 
Hofpitals  5  they  would  flill  remain  preferable 
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to  all  other  Methods  of  providing  for  the  Sick  : 
and  yet  the  Numbers  and  Characters  of  the 
Governors  of  our  prefent  Hofpitals,  fecurc 
them,  as  far  as  may  be,  againil  any  Mif- 
management  at  all.  Another  Advantage  is, 
that  ever  fo  little,  given  to  this  kind  of  Cha- 
rity, hath  its  proportionable  good  Effect :  and 
the  Difeafes  and  Accidents,  which  befall  the 
lower  Part  of  the  World,  are  Ib  many  and 
frequent,  that  ever  fo  much  given  may  eafily 
be  employed.  Then  it  well  deferves  to  be 
conftdered  further,  that  Sicknefs  affords  a  faT 
vourable  Opportunity  for  good  Irnpreffions : 
and  therefore  moft  important  Service  may  be 
done  to  poor  Creatures  ia  thefe-  Places,  by 
fhewing  them  from  Experience  the  bad  Con- 
iequences  of  vicious  Lives,  and  thef  good  ones 
of  Regularity  -,  by  giving  them  ftrong  Jm- 
preffions  of  the  Excellency  of  Companion,  and 
Mercy,  at  the  Time  when  they  are  partaking 
of  it ;  and  awakening  them  to  a  Senfe  of  what 
their  Condition  requires  of  them,  and  their 
eternal  Happinefs  depends  upon.  But  the 
Benefit  of  Hofpitals  hath  been  fo  very  well  ex- 
plained to  the  World  of  late  *,  and  is  fo  gene- 
rally acknowledged ;  that  I  need  only  add  a 
Word  concerning  one  Sort  of  them,  That  for 
the  Difeafed  in  Mind. 

.-.'.   .  '"•'    .!••,-:  !:...•       .".    ~:.  '• 

Thefe  poor  Creatures  are  made  by  their  Dif- 
order,  whilft  it  continues,  entirely  uielefs  to 

*  See  Dr.  Alured  Clarke's  Sermon  before  the  Governors  of 
the  Coonty-Hofpital  at  Wincbefttr,  'and  an  Account  of  the  Ella- 
blifhment  of  that  Hofpital,  pubJilhed  in  1737. 
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Society :  and  many  of  them,  at  the  fame 
Time,  exceedingly  miferable  in  themfelves;  by 
the  frightful,  or  the  gloomy  Train  of  Ideas, 
that  poffeffes  their  Minds ;  and  the  vehement 
Paffions,  that  fo  frequently  agitate  them.  Now 
when  Perfons  in  low  Circumftanees  fall  into 
this  unhappy  State,  as  many  of  them  doj 
their  Friends  are  more  incapable  of  taking 
Care  of  them,  than  in  any  other  Cafe  whatever: 
and  there  is  no  Way  of  attempting  their  Cure, 
which  can  poffibly  be  attended  with  fuch.  Hope 
ofSuccefs,  as  placing  them"  m  Hofpitals  ap- 
propriated to  this  Purpofe.  Nay  indeed,  when 
there  appears  no  Propped:  of  a  Cure  at  all,  to 
provide  for  them  as  Incurables  is  a  moft  ufeful 
and  excellent  Act  of  Humanity  :  and  the  Be- 
ginnings, lately  made,  of  a  Provifion  of  this 
Sort,  well  deferve  Encouragement,  and  pecu- 
liarly want  it. 

The  only  Kind  of  Charity,  which  remains 
to  be  mentioned  now,  is  that  of  Houfes  of 
Correction  and  Work  for  the  Diffolute  and 
Idle.  The  Terror,  which  thefe  Places  ftrike, 
is  one  great  Benefit :  as  it  prevents,  at  once, 
both  Crimes  and  the  Confequences  of  them. 
But  where  that  proves  ineffectual,  the  next 
Advantage  of  fuch  Houfes  is,  that  Offenders 
can  be  immediately  fecured  in  them  :  removed 
out  of  the  Way  of  endangering  the  Properties, 
the  Lives,  the  Virtue  of  others;  and  made  to 
feel,  that  their  Attempt  of  gaining  a  Liveli- 
hood bv  eafier  Methods  than  honeft  People  do, 
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{hall  only  fubje£t  them  to  harder  Labour,  and 
deferved  Punifliment.  Many  of  them,  we  arc 
allured,  have  been  brought  by  thefe  Means  to 
a  juft  Senie  of  their  Intereft  and  their  Duty, 
Very  many  more,  we  have  fad  Experience, 
much  need  to  have  this  Kindneis  done  them. 
And  we  cannot  but  know  the  Importance, 
both  to  Them  and  to  ourfelves,  of  checking 
the  Growth  of  Wickednefs,  before  it  is  quite 
too  late  to  think  of  attempting  it. 

Thefe  then  being  the  Methods  of  Charity 
now  before  you;  confider  well,  what  Obliga- 
tions you  are  under,  as  Stewards  of  God  for  the 
Good  of  your  Fellow- creatures,  to  affift  in 
directing  and  fupporting  them. 

Such,  in  the  firft  Place,  as  are  qualified  to 
govern  and  direct  any  of  thefe  Inftitutions,  are 
bound  in  Confcience,  not  to  let  fo  excellent 
Defigns  receive  Prejudice,  for  want  of  a  Suc- 
ceffion  of  fit  Perfons  to  put  them  in  Execution. 
For  they  may  well  fpare  a  little  Time,  both 
from  Pleafure,  and  from  Bufinefs  of  other 
Kinds  ;  to  employ  it  in  a  manner,  fo  productive 
of  Happinefs  to  the  World,  and  to  themfelves. 
And  fuch  as  have  actually  taken  this  good 
Work  upon  them,  muft  ever  remember,  that 
they  are  now  become  Stewards  of  the  Charity 
of  Men,  as  well  as  the  Bounty  of  God  :  and 
their  Faithfulnefs  in  the  Difcharge  of  their 
Truft  is  engaged  to  both.  They,  whofe  con- 
ftant  Attendance  cannot  be  expeded,  mould  at 
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leaft  acquaint  themielves  fo  far  with  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Things,  as  to  know,  and  be  able 
to  allure  others,  that  it  is,  in  the  main  at  leaft, 
fuch  as  it  ought :  for,  in  many  Cafes,  this 
alone  may  be  a  valuable  Service.  And  all, 
who  profefs  to  enter  further  into  the  Conduci 
of  Affairs,  mould  ferioufly,  and  frequently, 
and  impartially  coniider,  what  can  be  reform- 
ed in  thefe  Charities,  and  what  can  be  im- 
proved. A  meddling  Spirit,  fond  of  difturb- 
ing  Things  that  are  well,  either  to  no  good 
Purpofe,  or  none  that  can  be  obtained,  is  in- 
deed a  very  mifchievous  one :  but  prudent, 
peaceable  Endeavours,  to  make  every  Thing 
as  perfect  as  it  can  be  made,  are  of  incredible 
Ufe.  The  Work,  in  which  you  are  engaged, 
is  a  very  important  one  :  and  a  fmall  Defect  of 
Attention,  a  little  wrong  Bias  or  miflaken 
Judgment,  may  produce  extremely  unhappy 
Effects  :  may  diminilh  coniiderably  the  Bene- 
fit of  thefe  excellent  Defigns,  and  make  even 
your  Good  evil  fpoken  of*.  The  Support  of 
voluntary  Charities  depends  entirely  on  their 
Reputation :  and  therefore  it  concerns  you 
greatly,  to  avoid,  not  only  every  Thing  blame- 
able,  but  every  Thing  fufpicious ;  and  to  cut 
off'  Occq/ion  from  them  which  defire  Occafion  -f- 
to  find  Fault,  providing  for  honeft  Things,  not 
only  in  the  Sight  of  the  Lord,  but  in  the  Sight 
of  all  Mcn~$..  But  more  efpecially  give  me 
Leave  to  recommend  to  you,  that  as  you  are 
intruded  for  the  Good  of  your  Fellow-crea- 
*  Rom.  xiv.  1 6.  t  ?  Cor.  xi.  \z,  J  2  Cor.  viii.  21. 
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tufes,  you  would  have  great  Regard  to  their 
eternal  Good  :  and  that,  as  you  are  employed 
for  the  Service  of  God,  you  would  exprefs 
your  Concern  for  his  Honour,  by  endeavour- 
ing confcientioufly  to  imprint  a  Senfe  of  Re^- 
ligion  and  Virtue  upon  all  that  come  under 
your  Care  in  thefe  Places.  It  is  the  Want  of 
Religion  and  Virtue,  that  principally  occafions 
this  dreadful  Number  of  DiftrefTes  and  Dif- 
orders  in  the  World  :  and  fo  long  as  the  Caufe 
fubfifts,  the  EfTea  will  follow.  Let  your 
Children  therefore  be  carefully  bred  up  to 
Piety,  without  Superftition  or  Uncharitable- 
nefs ;  to  Loyalty,  and  Honefty  j  to  Humility, 
and  Induftry.  Let  your  Sick  be  inftrucled 
and  admonifhed,  fuitably  to  their  Capacities, 
their  prefent  Condition,  and  pad  Behaviour. 
And  let  the  Correction  of  your  Offenders  be 
made  as  medicinal  as  it  can  :  and  a  charitable 
Care  for  reclaiming  them,  by  proper  Expoflu- 
lations,  and  friendly  Advice,  be  joined  with 
whatever  Severity  it  is  neceflary  they  mould 
undergo.  There  are  undoubtedly  amongffc 
them  great  Objects  of  Pity ;  Perfons,  of  whom 
there  is  no  Caufe  to  defpair  :  and  furely  thefe, 
as  far  as  it  is  pofTible,  mould  have  fome  dif- 
tinguifhed  Regard  (hewn  them.  But  To  much 
Regard  at  lean:  mould  be  fhewn  to  them  all, 
and  to  the  Publick  at  the  fame  Time,  if  we 
have  any  Concern  for  its  Welfare  ;  as  never  to 
fuffer  Places,  appointed  for  the  Punimment  of 
Wickednefs,  to  become  Schools  for  learn- 
ing it. 
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And  now,  having  taken  upon  me  to  fay  thus 
much  to  you,  it  is  but  Juftice  to  add,  that 
Exhortations  by  no  Means  imply  Diftruft. 
Having  Confidence  in  thy  Obedience,  faith  St. 
Paul  to  Philemon,  I  write  unto  thee,  knowing) 
that  thoii'wilt  alfo  do  more  than  I  Jay*.  And 
never  can  there  be  better  Ground  for  a  Con- 
fidence of  this  Kind,  than  at  prefent :  when, 
thefe  Charities  are  conducted  by  fo  large  a 
Number  of  good,  and  wife,  and  experienced 
Men,  under  the  Infpection  of  a  Magistracy  fo 
worthy  of  Honour ;  and  over  which  prefides 
a  Perfon  -(-,  whofe  uncommon  Abilities  we  all 
fee  exerciied  every  Day,  for  the  Promotion  of 
Religion  and  Virtue,  of  the  Peace  and  good 
Order,  the  Welfare  and  Happinefs  of  this  great 
City,  with  the  mod  exemplary  Difmterefted- 
nefs,  and  the  trueft  Prudence,  the  moft  active 
Zeal,  and  the  tendereft  Humanity. 

I  proceed  therefore  now,  with  great  Satis^ 
faction,  from  the  Duty  of  managing  thefe 
Charities  well,  to  that  of  fupporting  them. 
And  one  Way  of  fupporting  them  is,  by  fpeak- 
ing  of  them  with  the  Efleem  which  they  de- 
ferve.  Thefe  publick  Inftitutions,  and  fome  of 
them  more  efpecially,  have  had  vehement  Ac- 
cufations  brought  againfl  them  by  many  Per- 
fons.  But  flay  to  enquire,  and  hear,  before 
you  condemn.  You  may  poffibly  judge  wrong, 
concerning  wh;'.t  ought  to  be  done  :  and  you 
may  very  probably  be  mi/informed,  concern- 

*  Philem.  Ver.  21.  t  Sir  John  Barnard. 
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Ing  what  is  done.  Things  which  have  hap- 
pened very  feldom,  if  at  all,  may  be  told  as 
happening  frequently.  Miftakes  corrected 
long  ago,  may  be  charged  as  continuing  ftill. 
Inconveniencies  may  be  unjuftly  heightened : 
Advantages  unjuftly  depreciated.  Should  this 
be  fo  j  and  mould  the  Things,  againfl  which 
you  are  declaiming,  be  all  the  while  excellent- 
ly good  ones :  think  only,  what  Harm  you 
are  doing  to  Mankind.  Perhaps  indeed,  nay 
certainly,  they  are  not  perfect.  But  are  they 
not  highly  ufeful  ?  Or  if  not,  cannot  they  be 
made  fo  ?  If  they  can,  ufe  your  Endeavours 
that  they  may.  Shew  a  good  Meaning,  and 
you  will  acquire  an  Influence.  But  even  mould 
you  after  all  be  unfuccefsful ;  ftill  reflect  a  fe- 
cond  Time  :  is  it  not  more  eligible,  that  thefe 
Inftitutions  mould  continue  as  they  are,  thaa 
fall  to  Ruin  ?  For,  fuppofing  fbme  better  Way 
might  be  contrived  ;  is  there  any  Certainty,  is 
there  any  Profpect,  of  this  better  Way  being 
taken  ?  And  if  not ;  never  pull  down,  till  you 
are  likely  to  build  again. 

But  affording  good  Words  alone  to  Chanty, 
is  very  inefficient.  As  faithful  Stewards  of 
the  Divine  Bounty,  you  mufl  communicate  of 
the  Wealth  alfo,  which  is  placed  in  your 
Hands  for  that  Purpofe ',  andminijlery  as  of  the 
Ability  which  God  give th  *.  The  Importance 
of  fupporting  thefe  Methods  of  doing  Good, 
fo  far  as  it  appears  from  their  general  Nature, 

•  i  Pet.  iv.  ii. 
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you  have  already  heard.  But  when  you  are 
acquainted  alfo  with  their  large  and  increafing 
Extent,  and  their  neceflary  Dependence  on 
new  Benefactions  every  Year ;  thefe  Things 
will  he  weighty  additional  Motives  to  your  Li- 
berality :  and  I  intreat  your  compaffionate  At- 
tention to  the  following  Report  of  them. 

Here  the  Report  'was  read. 

O  U  have  now  heard  the  moft   forcible 
Arguments,  that  you  well  can  hear,  for 
contributing  plentifully  to  the  Charities  before 
you.     Eight  Hundred  Vagrants  and  diibrderly 
Perfons,  confined  and  employed,  relieved  and 
corrected,    for   their    own  Reformation,    and 
your  Security  :  Thirteen  Hundred  poor  Chil- 
dren maintained,  taught  their  Duty  to  God 
and  Man,  and  qualified  for  Ufefulnefs  to  the 
Publick  :    Thirteen    Thoufand    fick  Perfons, 
of  whom  Care  hath  been  taken  in  their  Sick- 
nefs.     And  thefe  excellent  Eftablifhments,  you 
perceive  at  the  fame  Time,  cannot  fubfift  with- 
out continual  Help  :  though,  would  but  your 
Bounty  afford  the  Means  for  it,  they  are  capa- 
ble of  being  greatly  enlarged.      Still  a  Provifion 
is  wanted  for  Multitudes   of  poor  Children  : 
and  no  fmall  Part  of  them  are  either  taught, 
or  reduced,  to  get  a  Livelihood  by  Wicked- 
nefs  and  Dimonefty.    Still  too  many  Offenders, 
of  more  advanced  Years,  infeft  your  Streets. 
And  a  very  large  Proportion  of  the  Sick,  that 
apply  to  your  Hofpitals,  are  forced  to  be  re- 
jected, 
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jedled,  and  left  in  their  Mifery,  for  want  of 
Room  to  receive  them,  or  Income  to  fupport 
them.  Think  then,  what  is  incumbent  on 
you  in  relation  to  thefe  Things. 

There  are  but  two  Reafons,  and  they  are 
both  very  bad  ones,  that  hinder  Men  from  be- 
ing charitable  according  to  their  Power  :  either 
Covetouihefs  makes  them  unwilling ;  or  lix- 
penfivenefs  makes  them  imagine  they  are 
unable. 

If  the  former  influences  you  ;  confider  well, 
that  your  Happinefs  for  ever  depends  on  doing 
your  Duty  :  but  your  Happineis  even  here  doth 
not  depend  on  enlarging  your  Fortunes.  You 
may,  if  you  will  form  yourfelves  to  it,  enjoy 
great  Satisfaction  in  doing  Good.  But  what 
Felicity  can  you  pombly  find,  either  in  the 
Confcioufnefs  of  having,  or  the  Vanity  of  be- 
ing known  to  have,  ever  fo  much  Wealth  more 
than  you  have  any  Occafion  for  ?  And  beiides, 
if  the  Enjoyment  of  Mans  Life  did  con/ifl  in 
the  Abundance  of  the  Things  which  hepoffej/ed  *  : 
Charity  may  often  be  fo  contrived  by  Prudence, 
as  not  to  diminim  Wealth;  and  is  often  fo 
blefled  by  Heaven,  as  greatly  to  increate  it. 
I  am  feniible,  that  you  have  heard  thefe 
Things,  till  ibme  of  you  perhaps  have  brought 
yourfelves  by  Degrees  to  be  very  little  moved 
by  them :  but  remember,  God  will  expect, 
that  having  been  reminded  of  them  fo  frequent-* 
ly,  you  ihould  regard  them  the  more. 

*  Luke  xii.  15. 
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And  if  it  be  Expenfivenefs,  that  with-holds 
you  from  Charity  ;    in  this  Cafe  alfo  think 
with  yourfelves  :  For  which  Purpofe  is  it,  that 
your  Maker  hath  intruded  you  ?  For  Vices 
and  Follies,  or  for  Pity  and  Mercy  ?  You  may 
indeed  plead,  that  Luxury,  by  the  Numbers 
it  employs,  is  perhaps  the  rnoft  extenfive  Be- 
neficence.    But  this  is  a  poor  Pretence,  evi- 
dently calculated  to   make  yourfelves  eafy  in 
adling  wrong.     Undoubtedly  the  Wifdom  of 
Providence  hath  contrived,  that  many,  who 
will  do  no   Good  in  any  other  Way,    fhall 
however  do  fome  in   this.      But  then    it  is 
ufually  done  to  thofe  who  need  'it  leaft.     A 
Number  of  Perfons,  well  able  to  take  Care  of 
themfelves  otherwife,  are  maintained,  Part  in 
Idlenefs,  Part  in  Profemons  of  no  manner  of 
Ufe  -,  whilft  the  true  Objedls  of  Compafiion, 
the  Infirm  and  Helplefs,  are  left  unregarded 
to  naffer  and  perim.     Luxury  therefore  con- 
tributes nothing  to  anfwer  the  Intent  of  the 
Charities  before  us.      And    even   thofe,    for 
whom  it  doth  provide,  it  teaches  at  the  fame 
Time  to  ruin  themfelves  by  the  Imitation  of  it. 
And  in   Proportion  as  it  prevails,  it  deftroys 
every  where,  both  Virtue  and  Happinefs,  pub- 
lick  and  private.     But  the  numberlefs  Evils  of 
this  moll  fatal  Vice  cannot  be  enlarged  on  now : 
and  if  the  very  little  Good,  which  it  doth,  were 
very  much  more  j  yet,  as  no  one  will  pretend 
to  fay,  that  this  Good  was  the  Motive  to  his 
Expenfiveneis  ;  it  can  never  be  a  Defence  of  it. 
We  muft  not  therefore  think  to  make  our  Ex- 
travagance 
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travagance  an  Excufe  for  the  Defect  of  our 
Alms :  or  hope  in  the  leaft  to  mend  our  Plea, 
by  calling  thofe  Things  Neceffaries  of  Life, 
which  are  indeed  very  blameable  Super- 
fluities. 

Let  therefore  both  the  frugal  and  the  expen- 
five  Man  ferioufly  confider,  one,  what  Pro- 
portion his  Charity  bears  to  his  Increafe ;  the 
other,  to  his  Profufions  :  and  each  think  of 
j  unifying  themfelves,  not  to  the  World,  but 
to  God. 

Poffibly  it  may  feem  a  good  Reafon  to  fome, 
for  their  own  Neglect  of  the  Poor,  that  the 
Law  makes  Provifion  for  them.     And  it  is 
certainly  an  Honour  to  the  Law,  that  it  doth  : 
but  no  Honour  to  Us,  that  it  needs  do  it. 
Beiides,  there   are  very  many  Cafes  of  great 
Diftrefs,  to  which  legal  Provifion  is  neither 
eaiily,  nor  properly  extended  :  nor  can  it  give 
by  any  Means  fo  plentiful  Relief,  as   mould 
be   given,    to  the  greater  Part  of  thofe,    to 
whom  it  may  extend.     But  fuppofe  the  Law 
capable  of  doing  every  Thing  that  needs  be 
done  :  what   would  be    the  Confequence    of 
leaving  every  Thing  to  it  ?    That  we  mould 
lofe  intirely  the  Means,  which  now  we  have, 
of  proving  to  the  World,  and  to  ourfelves,  the 
Goodnefs  of  our  own  Hearts;  and  of  making 
an  undoubted  Free-will  Offering  to  God,  out 
of  what  he  hath  given  us.     Perfons  of  bad 
Minds  may  indeed  take  Occafion   to  neglect 
the   Poor,    from  our  Willingnefs   to   relieve 
G  4  them : 
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them  :  and  thus,  by  their  Fault,  the  Burden 
may  fall  heavier  upon  Us  than  it  ought.  But 
then  God,  who  hath  intrufted  us,  not  only  in 
Conjunction  with  others  to  do  our  Share,  but 
feparately  by  ourfelves  to  do  what  we  can,  is 
not  unrighteous  to  forget  this  our  Labour  of 
Love*:  but  will  take  abundant  Care,  that 
whatever  we  bear  chearfully  on  his  Account, 
far  from  giving  us  Caufe  of  Complaint,  fhall 
affu redly  be  Matter  of  great  Joy  to  us  in  the 
End. 

Think  then  attentively  of  thefe  Confidera- 
tions.  They  are  not  propofed  to  you,  for 
raifing  a  fudden  Warmth  of  Affection,  and 
ferving  a  prefent  Turn  :  it  is  to  your  cooleft 
Reafon,  that  this  Addrefs  is  made.  Reflect 
in  Retirement  on  what  you  have  heard.  Act 
upon  deliberate  Conviction,  act  from  a  fettled 
Principle,  in  what  you  do  :  from  that  fublime 
Principle,  to  which  St.  Peter  directs  in  the 
next  Verfe  after  the  Text  j  that  God  may  be 
glorified  in  all  Things,  through  Jejus  Chrift  : 
that  you  may  exprefs  to  Him  your  Senfe  of  the 
Duty  and  Gratitude,  which  you  owe  him; 
that  you  may  improve  your  own  Hearts,  by 
imitating  the  Goodnefs,  which  you  honour ; 
that  you  may  convince  Mankind  of  the  Excel- 
lency of  the  Chriftian  Doctrine.  Confider 
yourfelves,  in  this  View  alfo,  as  the  Stewards 
of  God:  as  intruded  for  the  Service  and  Pro- 
motion of  his  Gofpel.  For  be  allured,  fuch 

important 
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important  and  aftonifliing  Truths  as  that  com- 
prehends, and  you  have  lately  heard  out  of  it, 
were  not  made  known  to  you,  with  a  Defign, 
that  you  mould  be  indifferent  about  them  -,  but 
deeply  affected  by  them  yourfelvcs,  and  feri- 
oufly  diligent  to  engage  the  Attention  of  others 
to  them.  If  then  you  have  any  Zeal  for  the 
Faith,  which  you  profefs,  as  Heaven  knows 
there  never  was  more  need  :  mew  Men,  by  its 
Effects,  what  it  is ;  and  give  Demonftration 
to  the  World,  how  far  the  true  Charity  of  a 
good  Chriftian  goes  beyond  the  boafted  Bene- 
volence of  Unbelievers.  Invite  Men  by  thefe 
Means  to  a  better  Opinion  of  Religion :  en- 
courage them  by  the  fame  to  a  fteadier  Prac- 
tice of  it.  Be  watchful,  and  Jlrengthen,  by 
every  Method  you  can,  the  Things  which  re- 
main, and  are  ready  to  die  *  :  but  particularly 
make  Provifion  in  thefe  excellent  Ways,  which 
are  now  propofed  to  you,  for  the  InftrucTion 
of  the  Ignorant,  the  Converfion  of  the  Vicious, 
the  Spiritual  Improvement,  as  well  as  Tem- 
poral Relief  of  the  Sick  :  that  fo  the  Admi- 
niftration  of  your  Charity  may  not  only  fupply 
the  Want  of  the  Saints,  but  be  abundant  alfo 
by  many  1 hankfgivings  unto  God  ~j~. 

*  Rev.  iii.  2.  f  2  Cor.  ix.  12. 
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Then  believed  they  his  Words,  they  fang  his 
Praife:  they  Joon  for  gat  his  Works  >  they 
'waited  not  for  his  Counfel. 

THE  fame  wife  and  good  Being,  who 
hath  fitted  the  whole  Frame  of  this 
World  to  the  various  Wants  of  his  Creatures  ; 
hath  fitted  the  Events  of  Things  to  our  Re- 
formation and  moral  Improvement.  Were 
they  to  be  confidered  as  Events  only,  it  would 
be  Folly  not  to  learn  from  them:  but  as  they  are 
Leflbns  intended  by  Heaven  for  our  Inftru&ion, 
it  is  Impiety  alfo.  The  Difpenfations  of  Pro- 
vidence, in  which  we  are  leaft  interefted,  may 
teach  us  a  great  deal  by  Analogy,  both  con- 
cerning the  Confequences  of  our  Behaviour, 
and  the  Temper  of  our  Hearts  :  for  we  feldom 
apprehend  how  fatally  we  are  capable  of  er- 
ring, till  we  fee  how  other  Perfons  have  adted 
before  us,  and  what  hath  followed.  But  thofe 
Tranfa&ions  of  former  Times,  which  extend 

their 
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their  Influence  down  to  Us,  as  they  natu- 
rally excite  a  greater  Attention,  fo  they  gene- 
rally reward  it  with  more  plentiful  and  more 
important  Matter  of  Obfervation  :  and  if  we 
will  not  be  made  wife  by  the  Experience  of  our 
Predeceflbrs ;  the  only  Doubt  is,  whether 
poffibly  our  own  may  not  teach  us  too  late. 

The  two  great  Methods  of  providential  In- 
ftruclion  are  Mercies  and  Punimments.  Un- 
doubtedly our  Maker  would  always  prefer  the 
firft ;  if  it  were  not  that  enjoying  them  for 
fome  time,  without  Interruption,  tempts  us 
unaccountably  to  overlook,  both  His  Good- 
nefs,  and  our  own  Duty  arifing  from  it.  Some- 
times indeed  they,  who  forget  God  in  their 
Profperity,  are  moved  by  their  Afflictions  only 
to  murmur  againft  him  :  but  for  the  moft  part 
Sufferings  have  a  better  Effe6t ;  recall  to  our 
Minds  both  our  Condition  and  our  ConducT:. 
And  it  might  be  hoped,  that  the  very  deep 
Impreflions,  which  Divine  Judgments  make, 
would  naturally  be  lafting ;  or  however,  that 
when  Forgivenefs  had  fucceeded  Chaflifement, 
the  united  Force  of  Terror  and  Gratitude 
would  be  perpetual.  To  recoiled:  our  paft 
Deliverances,  and  dwell  upon  the  Thoughts 
of  our  prefent  Happinefs,  appears  too  plealing 
an  Employment  to  grow  wearifome.  Confi- 
dering  both,  as  Evidences  of  God's  Delight  to 
do  us  Good,  muft  furely  heighten  our  Relifh 
of  them  :  and  preferving  in  Memory  our  Obli- 
gation to  a  proper  Return,  befides  its  being 
I  agreeable 
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agreeable  to  ingenuous  Minds,  one  fliould  ima- 
gine, would  be  fufficiently  recommended  to 
us,  by  our  knowing,  that  the  Continuance  of 
our  Bleffings  depends  on  this  Condition. 

But  Mankind  are  ftrangely  different  in  Fact 
from  what  Speculation  may  reprefent  them. 
Be  the  Advantages  of  their  Condition  ever  fo 
great,  many  will  attend  only  to  its  Inconve- 
niencies :  and  feem  as  if  they  had  rather  be 
miferable,  than  not  be  ungrateful.  Others  are 
too  intent  on  the  Enjoyment  of  their  Felicity, 
ever  to  think,  to  whom  they  owe  it  -,  or  think 
too  much  of  the  vifible  Means,  to  remember 
the  invifible  Author.  And  unhappily,  they 
who  have  the  livelieft  Senfe  of  the  Goodnefs 
of  God,  feldom  retain  it  long  :  they  Jing  his 
Praife,  and  foon  forget  his  Works.  Favours, 
received  perfonally  by  Ourielves,  wear  out  of 
our  Minds  in  a  very  little  Time  :  but  Mercies 
derived  to  us  from  a  former  Age,  though  con- 
tinuing to  fubfift  in  full  Force,  though  perhaps 
improved,  affect  us  no  otherwife  than  the 
Bleffing of conftant Health  doth;  which  tempts 
Many  to  be  irregular,  for  One  whom  it  makes 
thankful.  Then,  to  complete  the  Unhappi- 
nefs,  fome  who  preferve  the  moft  lailing  Me- 
mory of  Divine  Favours,  remember  them 
often  partially,  and  to  bad  Purpofes  :  deduce 
from  them  wrong  Conclufions,  and  are  led  by 
them  into  unjuftifiable  Behaviour.  Though 
they  do  not  forget  his  Works,  they  wait  not 
for  his  Counfelj  but  inconiiderately  follow 
3  their 
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their  own  Imaginations :  or  if  Inftraction 
forces  itfelf  upon  them,  they  will  not  abide  it  *  *> 
nor  bear  to  be  reftrained,  even  by  the  Voice 
of  Heaven. 

Now  the  obvious  Method  of  fecuring 
Events  of  Importance,  both  from  Oblivion 
and  Mifconftruction,  is  by  appointing  ftated 
and  folemn  Commemorations  of  them.  God 
himfelf  hath  done  this,  to  preferve  a  juft  Senfe 
of  his  Works  of  Creation  and  Redemption  : 
but  the  Celebration  of  his  providential  Good- 
nefs  he  hath  left,  as  it  was  natural,  to  human 
Care.  And  ferious  Care  ought  to  be  taken  ; 
as  on  the  one  Hand,  that  Inflitutions  of  this 
Kind  be  neither  debafed  to  low  Occafions,  nor 
perverted  to  ill  Ufes :  fo  on  the  other,  that 
they,  whom  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  and  de- 
livered from  the  Hand  of  the  Enemy,  may  offer 
unto  him  the  Sacrifice  of  Than kf giving,  and  tell 
out  his  Works  with  Gladnefs  -,  exalt  him  in  the 
Congregation  of  the  People,  and  praife  him  in 
the  Seat  of  the  Elders  -j- . 

This  is  the  Duty,  which  we  are  now  aflem- 
bled  to  perform:  and  the  two  Things,  requiiite 
to  perform  it  as  we  ought,  are, 

I.  To  confider  the  Nature  of  the  BlefTmg, 
which  we  commemorate: 

II.  The  Behaviour,  to  which  it  directs  us. 

*  So  the  old  Translation.  f  Pf.  cvii.  2,  22,  32. 

I.  In 
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I.  In  fpeaking  of  the  Bleffings  on  this  Day 
reftored  to  us,  the  preceding  Evils  muft  un- 
avoidably be  mentioned  :  and  all  Perfons  ought 
to  bear  with  the  Mention  of  what  all  contri- 
buted to,  and  ihared  in.  To  whom  the  chief 
Load  of  Guilt  was  imputable,  the  publick 
"Voice  hath  moft  juftly  declared :  but  every 
Order  of  Men  was  blameable,  and  every  Or- 
der punimed.  Firft,  a  Zeal  exceffively  angry, 
for  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  was  mewn  in  the 
Church,  againft  a  very  provoking  Sect  of  Zea- 
lots :  and  illegal  Powers  were  exercifed,  to  a 
dangerous  Degree,  in  the  State ;  when  the 
Bounds  of  legal  Power  were  lefs  clearly  fixed. 
Then  Fears  and  Refentments  carried  good 
Men  too  far  :  and  gave  bad  Men  an  Opportu- 
nity of  leading  them  infenfibly  further  fell,  by 
very  wicked  Arts :  till  they  were  neither  fure 
of  retreating  with  Safety,  nor  yet  could  go  for- 
ward without  great  Guilt.  Conceffions  were 
made  them,  in  fome  Cafes  too  large ;  in  moft, 
if  not  all,  very  fufficient.  But  thefe  came 
too  late.  The  Minds  of  Men  were  exafpera- 
ted,  and  Confidence  in  each  other  loft :  fo 
that,  inftead  of  reconciling,  they  only  gave 
Ground  of  Advantage  for  adding  new  De- 
mands, which  the  Makers  of  them  well 
knew,  could  not  be  granted.  Infilling  how- 
ever that  they  mould,  from  pifcon tents  they 
broke  out  into  Tumults ;  and  Tumults  foon 
heightened  into  open  Rebellion.  To  have 
lived  in  thefe  Beginnings  of  Sorrows  *  muft 
*  Mark  xiil.  8. 

have 
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have  been  very  dreadful :  but  how  much  more, 
when  Difcord  had  brought  forth  its  perfect 
Work ;  had  involved  the  three  Nations  in 
Bloodfhed,  and  the  numberlefs  DiftrefTes,  that 
belong  to  Civil  Wars.  After  infinite  Sacri- 
lege and  Devaftation,  committed  under  Co- 
lour of  Religion  and  Freedom,  War  indeed 
ceafed  for  a  Time  :  but  the  Fruits  of  War 
continued .  The  primitive  Form  of  our  Eccle- 
fiaftical  Government  was  illegally  abolimed : 
the  Univerfities,  the  Clergy,  the  Body  of  the 
People  moft  cruelly  opprefled  :  till  one  Part 
of  the  Conquerors  attempting  to  extend  their 
Oppreflion  over  the  reft,  they  took  a  defperate 
Resolution,  with  which  they  perfuaded  each 
other  Heaven  had  infpired  them,  to  eftablifh 
Themfelves  by  overturning  the  Whole.  Then 
the  Majefly  of  the  Crown,  the  Honours  of  the 
Nobility,  the  Privileges  of  the  Commons,  fell 
a  promifcuous  Sacrifice,  as  the  Church  had 
done  before,  to  Enthufiaftick  Fury.  Freih 
Commotions  and  a  new  EfFufion  of  Blood  at- 
tended this  Cataftrophe.  The  Subverters  of 
lawful  Authority  by  Force,  underwent  repeat- 
ed Subverfions  of  their  own  one  by  another : 
the  Patrons  of  unbounded  Liberty  funk  under 
the  Dominion  of  abfolute  Tyranny  :  the  Aler- 
ters of  an  imaginary  Purity  in  Religion,  pro- 
moted its  being  defiled  with  pernicious  Cor- 
ruptions :  and,  by  a  moft  inftructive  Severity 
of  Providence,  all  in  their  Turns  were  made 
to  eat  of  the  Fruit  of  their  own  Way,  and  were 

Jilled 
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filed  with  their  own  Devices  *,  to  fo  furprizin^' 
a  Degree  of  Exa&nefs  >  that  there  was  noCf 
perhaps  any  one  ill  Thing,  which  either  Side 
did,  but  the  Juftice  of  God  returned  it  vifibly 
Upon  them* 

Such  was  the  State  of  our  Anceftofs  for 
many  Years :  groaning  under  their  prefent 
Evils,  and  their  Hearts  failing  them  for  Fear, 
and  for  looking  after  thofe  Things  which  were 
coming  on  the  Earth  -f-.  But  moft  unexpected- 
ly,  when  all  Attempts  for  reftoring  our  Go- 
vernment and  Laws  had  proved  ineffectual ; 
when  the  few  remaining  Defenders  of  them 
had  neither  Strength  of  their  own,  nor  Hope 
of  Affiftance  from  abroad ;  when  their  Op- 
pofers  had  all  the  Power  of  the  Nation  in 
their  Hands ;  and>  however  divided  amongft 
themfelves,  were  engaged  by  Principle  and 
Intereft,  by  Fear  and  Hatred,  to  fupport  their 
Common  Caufe  :  then  did  God  bow  the  Heart 
of  this  People  t  even  as  the  Heart  of  one  Man  J, 
to  recall  their  exiled  Sovereign,  and  re-eftablilli 
their  ancient  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State. 
<Tbe  merciful  and  gracious  Lord  bath  fo  done  bis 
marvellous  Works,  that  they  ought  to  be  had 
in  Remembrance  ||.  Praifed  be  the  Lord  daily : 
even  the  God  'who  helpeth  us,  and  pourcth  hi's 
Benefits  upon  us  §. 

;     i   •  . 

*  Prov.  i.  31.         f  Lukexxi.  26.         %  2  Sam..xix.  14. 
I  Pfal.  cxi.  4.  §  Ibid.  Ixviii.  19. 
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But  great  as  this  Deliverance  was;  yet 
every  Fibre  of  fuch  a  Root  of  Bitter nefs  *  could 
not  be  extirpated  immediately  :  and  a  new 
Evil  fprung  up  from .  it,  which  once  more 
threatened  us  with  Ruin.  Our  Princes,  de- 
prived in  their  tender  Years  of  the  Inftrudtion 
and  Example  of  their  Royal  Father,  bammed 
into  the  Midft  of  Temptation,  and  feeing  and 
feeling  the  terrible  Effects  of  a  pretended  or 
mifguided  Zeal  for  our  Liberties  and  Religion ; 
returned  to  us  with  Difpofitions  unfavourable 
to  Both.  Thefe,  in  the  Reign  of  the  younger 
of  them,  had  reduced  us  to  the  very  Extre- 
mity of  Danger :  when  the  Mercy  of  Provi- 
dence, again  interpofing,  delivered  us ;  and 
not  only  completed,  but  we  hope  hath  fecured 
to  us  for  ever,  the  whole  Blefling  of  the  Re- 
iloration,  under  our  preient  happy  Eflablifh- 
ment.  Our  Sovereign,  we  are  lure,  hath  the 
fincereil  Regard  both  to  our  Civil  and  Religi- 
ous Rights :  his  Pofterity  have  deeply  im- 
bibed the  fame  generous  Principle :  and  all, 
that  we  can  have  to  feaj,  muft  be  from  our- 
felves. 

II.  Let  us  therefore   proceed   to  confider, 
what  Behaviour  the  great  Event,  which  we 
commemorate,  prefcribes  :  what  is  the  Coun- 
felt  which  God  hath  given  us  by  it. 

The  greateft  Part  of  the  InlrjufUon  indeed 
muft  ariie  from  our  Sufferings  :  but  the  whole 

•  Hcb.  xii.  15. 
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Power  of  making  Advantage  of  it,  arifes  from 
our  Deliverance*  And  our  Sufferings  being 
caufed  by  mutual  Vehemence,  and  our  De- 
liverance being  effected  in  Peace :  both  may 
well  difpofe  us  to  a  mild  Confideration  of  what 
they  teach.  To  make  Invectives  now,  againft 
Perfons  who  are  gone  long  ago  to  anfwer  for 
their  Sins  before  God,  can  be  of  little  Benefit : 
and  to  charge  others  ramly  with  inheriting 
their  Faults,  may  be  great  Injustice :  befides 
that  Generofity  mould  reftrain  one  Side  from 
Bitternefs ;  and  Decency,  the  other.  Un- 
doubtedly Caution,  to  prevent  the  Repetition 
of  paft  Evils,  is  highly  requifite.  But  where 
fo  large  a  Proportion  of  them  was  brought 
about  by  fuch  as  meant  it  not,  the  rnoft  need- 
ful Caution  is,  that  we  each  of  us  avoid  falling 
into  the  fame  Error  :  that  we  recollect,  what- 
ever our  Station  or  Profeffion  be,  not  only  the 
Injuries,  which  our  PredecefTors  in  the  fame 
underwent,  but  chiefly  thofe  which  they  did  ; 
and  apply  our  Knowledge  of  former  Times, 
not  to.  exafperate  Others,  but  to  amend  or 
warn  Ourfelves.  This  is  the  Ufe,  which 
ought  to  be  made  of  the  plaineft  Parts  of  the 
Hiftory  :  and  much  more  mould  we  take 
Care,  not  to  grow  warm  about  the  doubtful 
ones  :  but  allowing  Men  to  differ  from  us,  as 
they  may  very  innocently,  concerning  the 
Characters  and  Conduct  of  Perfons  and  Par- 
ties formerly,  endeavour  all  to  agree  in  the  one. 
material  Point,  our  own  Conduct  now.  And 
furely  the  Period  of  Time  before  our  View, 

fuggefts 
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fuggefts  very  plainly  moft  important  Directions 
to  every  fort  of  Peribns  amongit  us. 

It  muft  remind  the  Governors  of  the  Efta- 
bliLhed  Church,  that  rigorous   Treatment  of 
fuch  as  duTent  from  it,  and  Endeavours  to  ex- 
tend their  own  Authority,  or  Influence,  be- 
yond reafonable  Bounds,  are  Methods  as  con- 
trary to  Prudence,  as  they  are  to  Religion : 
that  neither  Learning,  nor  Piety,  nor  Emi- 
nence in  other  Virtues,  will  be  able  to  fupport 
them,  without  a  fuitable  Degree  of  Humility 
and  Forbearance  ;  but  that  Care  to  be  inorFen- 
five,  and  Diligence  to  be  ufeful,  are  their  true 
Strength.     And  at  the  fame  Time,  they,  who 
are  prejudiced  againil  the  Etfablimed  Church, 
ought  to  remember,  that  its  Ruin  was  attend- 
ed with  that  of  the  whole  Conflitution :  that 
there    followed    in    its    Place,    firft   another 
Church-power,    allowed  to   be   much  more 
terrible,  then  all  manner  of  Confufion  :  and 
this  continued,  till  Providence  re-eftablifhed 
us  on  the  old  Foundation.     So  that  even  ia 
thofe  Times  their  Schemes  were  far  from  pro- 
ducing any  Good  :  and  it  cannot  be  fitting  to 
revive  them  now;  when,  God   be  thanked, 
there  never  was  fo  little  of  the   bad  Spirit, 
which  they  pretend  to  fear.     We  do  not  de- 
fire  to  oppreis  :  we  do  not  defire  to  be  formi- 
dable.    We  only  defire  Protection  and  Support 
in  ferving  the  Caufe  of  Religion  and  Virtue  : 
and  it  is  a  very  unkind  and   difcouraging  Re- 
turn made  us,  for  avoiding  the  Faults  im- 
H  2  puted 
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puted   to  our  Predeceflbrs  -y  if  fome  will  not 
fee  it,  and  others  will  give  us  no  Proof  of  their 
feeing  it. 

From  the  Occurrences  of  the  fame  Times, 
Counfellors  of  Princes  ought  to  learn,  that  the 
great  Intereft  of  the  Sovereign  and  their  own 
is,  never  to  bear  Hard  upon  the  Liberties  of 
the  People  ;  for  they  will  reftore  themfelves 
with  dangerous  Force:  never  to  give  them 
Jealoufy ;  for  too  often  fcarce  any  Thing  will 
remove  it :  never  to  defpife  even  their  lefs 
reafonable  Complaints ;  but,  as  far  as  it  is 
poffible,  always  promote  the  publick  Good  by 
Methods  agreeable  to  the  publick  Inclination. 
And  the  ieveral  Parts  of  the  Legiflature  mould 
leiirn,  each  to  maintain  their  own  Privileges 
with  calm  Refolution  ;  but  to  abftain  religi- 
ouily  from  mutual  Encroachments :  for  not 
only  the  facred  Obligation  of  Juftice  requires 
it;  buV  Experience  hath  (hewn,  that  when 
once  the  inward  -Balance  of  a  Conftitution  is 
broken,  endlefs  Diforders  are  likely  to  follow  : 
and -no  Part  of  the  Whole  is  in  Danger  of'fuf- 
fering  more,  than  that  which  at  firit  appeared 
to  be  the  Gainer. 

But  betides  the  feparate  Admonitions,  given 
by  the  Hiflory  of  this  Day  to  particular  Sorts 
of  Perfuns ;  the  Inftrudion,  which  it  offers 
to  us  all  in  common,  deferves  our  ferious  At- 
tention. 

.  6  Much 
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Much  of  the  Mifeiy,  undergone  by  thefe 
Nations,  was  owing   to  that  unhappy  Prone- 
nels,  which  there  is  in  Mankind,  not  only  to 
magnify  the  real  Inconveniencies  of  their  Con- 
dition, but  to  add  imaginary  ones  to  them. 
And  their  own  ill  Condudt  is  always  the  laft 
Thing  on  which  they  charge  them ;  that  of 
their  Superiors,  ufually  the  firfr,.     For  thefe 
Inconveniencies,  they  flatter  themfelves  in  the 
next  Place,  there  muft  be  fome  Remedy  :  and 
then,  whatever  Scheme  for  Reformation  either 
their  own  Imagination  prefents,  or  any  Body 
elfe   fuggefts,  they  embrace  it   immediately, 
run  haftily  away  with  it ;  and  foon  grow  too 
vehement,  ever  to  coniider,  whether  it  be  not 
impracticable  or  ineffeclual,  unjuft  or  pernici- 
ous. Indeed  to  be  abiblutely  againft  all  Changes, 
is  either  great  Folly,    or  great  Wickednefs. 
Things  may   have    been    wrong    constituted 
originally :    they  may  have  degenerated  lince  : 
they  may  i>e  attended  now  with  different  Cir- 
cumftances ,-  and  Alterations  may  both  be  rea- 
fonable  to  cure  prelent  Complaints,  and  ne- 
ceffary  to  prevent   worie  Diibrders.     But  itill 
the  general  Prefumption  mould  always   be  in 
Favour  of  what  is  ettablifhed  :  and  no  Inno- 
vations, greater  than  need,  ought  ever  to  be 
attempted.     Intereft,    Opinion,    Reientment, 
Warmth  of  Temper,  place   different   Things 
before  different  Peribns,  in  very  ftrong  Lights  : 
too  ftrong  perhaps  to  fee  them  diftincUy ;  at 
leaft,  to  oblerve  every  Thing  conne&ed  with 
them.     On  thefe  Views  however  they  boldly 
H  3  act; 
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a6b  :  heat  one  another,  fometimes  by  Concur- 
rence, fometimes  by  Oppofition  :  doubt  no- 
thing in  themfelves,  fufpect  nothing  in  thofc 
who  join  with  them,  pardon  nothing  in  thole 
who  differ  from  them :  deftroy  the  Quiet  of 
Numbers  who  have  not  deferved  it,  as  well 
as  their  own  :  and  all  to  do'Mifchief,  it  may 
be,  inftead  of  Good  j  even  though  they  intend 
Good.  For  not  only  Projects,  that  look 
plaufible  to  fuch  Perfons,  may  be  very  hurtful 
notwithstanding ;  perhaps  to  Themfelves,  per- 
haps to  Others,  who  have  an  equal  Right  to 
be  confidered  :  but  fuppofing  them  innocent, 
fuppofing  them  beneficial  •,  yet  attempting 
them  raflily,  may  do  unknown  Harm,  mould 
they  milcarry ;  and  coft  infinitely  too  dear, 
Ihould  they  fucceed.  If  a  Nation  is  to  be  put 
into  a  Ferment  for  them ;  and  the  Multitude 
called  in,  to  be  vehement  about  Matters,  of 
which  they  are  no  Judges:  this  in  itfelf  is  a 
dreadful  Evil  5  and  may  poflibly  rife  to  a 
deftructive  Height.  For  in  fome  Circum- 
ftances  it  is  much  eafier  to  inflame  Perfons, 
than  to  forefee  when  they  will  cool :  and  there 
Is  one  Point  of  yet  greater  Importance  than 
reforming  Faults,  preferving  Reverence  to  Au- 
thority. If  this  be  once  loft,  poffibly  a  blame- 
lefs  Conduct  of  Affairs,  which  yet  no  Body 
can  ever  promife,  may  not  reftore  it :  and  un- 
lefs  it  be  reftored,  every  Thing  will  be  level- 
led. Sooner  or  later  indeed,  God  knows  how 
long  it  may  be  firft,  fome  fort  of  Order  muft 
return  :  but,  without  the  peculiar  Interpo- 
i  fitioa 
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iltion  of  a  kind  Providence,  the  beautiful  Or- 
der of  a  Free  Government  will  not.  And  it 
ought  to  be  well  considered,  that  Perfons  who 
begin  with  moderate  and  mod  laudable  Inten- 
tions, may  forget  Themfelves,  may  be  en- 
tangled with  Others,  may  be  led  or  driven 
into  doing  what  they  greatly  difapprove  j  or 
may  lofe  all  Power  of  flopping  Mifchief,  when 
it  is  once  fet  to  work  ;  and  have  nothing  left, 
but  to  perifh  with  the  Ship  in  the  Storm, 
which  they  have  helped  to  raife.  Thefe  Dan- 
gers indeed  cannot  be  Reafons  for  complying 
with  every  Thing :  for  in  vain  will  Heaven 
have  reftored  to  us  our  happy  Form  of  Go- 
vernment, if  we  fuffer  it  to  be  a  Form  only. 
But  they  are  powerful  Reafons  for  thinking 
coolly  what  deferves  Oppofition,  and  oppofing 
it  with  Temper  :  for  confidering  who  are  the 
Perfons  really  to  blame,  in  what  Degree  upon 
the  whole  they  are  fo,  and  how  difficult  it  is 
not  to  be  fo  :  for  redrefling  Grievances  by  no 
other  than  regular  Methods  •>  and  waiting  for 
Opportunities,  not  forcing  them  :  for  examin- 
ing faithfully  the  Purity  of  our  own  Intentions  j 
for  alking  ourfelves  often,  how  far  we  mean 
to  go;  and  obferving  carefully,  what  thofe 
Peribns  aim  at,  with  whom  we  are  engaged  : 
for  weighing  well  what  Remedies  the  publick 
Conftitution  will  bear,  under  what  it  will  be 
likely  to  fink;  and  feriouily  recolle&ing,  how 
great  Multitudes  have  their  Fate  involved  in 
that  of  the  Whole.  There  can  be  no  Cautions 
$K)re  evidently  juft  than  thefej  though  we 
H  4 
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had  not  had  Experience  to  teach  us  fo  awfully, 
that  for  want  of  regarding  them  in  the  Times 
now  before  us,  no  one  Scheme  ended  as  it  was 
ckfigned  at  firft.  Every  Thing  was  propofed 
to  be  reformed  into  Perfection :  every  Thing, 
inftead  of  that,  was  compleatly  brought  to 
Ruin :  and  happy  did  Men  think  themfelves, 
with  very  good  Caufe,  when  at  laft  they  were 
able  to  get  back  into  the  Situation,  which  they 
had  imagined  before  to  be  fo  intolerable. 
Now  all  thefe  Things  happened  unto  them  for 
Enfamplcs  :  and  they  are  written  for  our  Ad- 
monition *. 

Nor  let  it  be  replied,  that  though  the  bold 
Attempts  for  Reformation  and  Liberty  mifcar- 
ried  then,  they  may  fucceed  another  Time. 
Let  us  rather  reflect,  that  though  the  Confu- 
fion  and  Slavery,  which  they  introduced, 
proved  but  temporary  then,  the  next  Trial 
may  perpetuate  them.  Liberty  is  a  Blemng  of 
fuch  unfpeakable  Value,  that  no  Wonder  if 
the  very  Name  of  it  be  dear  to  Men  :  but  the 
Name  mifapplied  was  fatal  to  our  Forefathers ; 
and  may  be  fo  to  Us.  Licentioufnefs  of  Speech 
and  Writing,  a  favourite  and  moft  entertain- 
ing Species  of  Liberty  tathe  Inconfiderate,  had 
the  Effects  amongtt  Them,  which  it  muft  have 
every  where  :  not  only  of  injuring  particular 
Perfons  in  the  moft  fenlible  manner ;  but  of 
deftroying  that  Regard  to  Stations  and  Offices, 
Ranks  and  Orders  of  Men,  which  muft  be 

*   i  Cer.  x.  ii. 
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preferred,  or  Society  muft  be  diffolved.  For 
when  once  contending  Parties,  by  their  mu- 
tual Accufations  and  Afperfions,  have  taught 
the  People  to  think  ill,  or  meanly,  of  all  Per- 
fons  that  are,  or  can  be  their  Governors; 
•what  remains  for  them,  but  to  think  in  the 
fame  manner  of  Government  itfelf,  and  treat 
it  accordingly  ?  Confidering  indeed,  how  art- 
fully Men  have  learnt  to  difguife  thefe  Enor- 
mities, there  may  perhaps  be  no  effectual  Me- 
thod of  reftraining  them  by  Law,  without  very 
great  Danger  of  hurtful  Confequences  from  the 
Reftraint.  But  to  take  this  Advantage  for 
being  guilty  of  them,  is  a  moft  ungenerous 
Ufe  of  Freedom  againft  fuch  as  wifh  it  well ; 
and  a  moft  unwife  one,  againft  fuch  as  do  not. 
All  good  Men  therefore  mould  labour  unani- 
moufly  to  keep  down  this  bad  Spirit,  each  on 
his  own  Side;  for  in  vain  do  we  exclaim 
againft  what  we  indulge :  and  to  difcounte- 
nance  it  fo  ftrongly  by  expreffing  their  private 
Abhorrence  of  it,  that  there  may  be  no  Rea- 
fon,  and  no  Pretence,  if  poffible,  for  a  publick 
Provifion  againft  it.  Liberty  cannot  be  fup- 
ported,  any  more  than  Power,  but  by  exerci- 
ling  it  with  Moderation.  And  they  that 
overturn  either,  by  carrying  it  to  extravagant 
Heights,  after  fuch  Warning  as  Providence 
hath  given  us,  muft  neither  expect  any  Re- 
medy, nor  much  Pity. 

But  indeed  there  are  Perfons,  who  feem  al- 
nioft  to1  think,  that  Liberty  cannot  be  extend- 
ed 
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cd  too  far  :  that  every  Diminution  of  Autho- 
rity is  fo  much  Gain,  every  Increafe  of  it  fo 
much  Lofs,  to  the  Community.  Now  if  this 
be  true,  Laws  and  Government  are  a  publick 
Nuifance.  And  if  not,  Men  ought  to  con- 
fider,  what  Reftraints  are  requifite,  as  well 
as  what  may  be  abufed ;  and  remember,  that 
a  Right  to  do  Things,  necefiary  to  be  done, 
mufl  be  vefted  fomewhere,  and  muft  be  exert- 
ed. Authority  indeed  is  of  a  growing  Nature  : 
but  fo  is  Averfion  to  Authority :  and  Free- 
dom unreftrained  is  Power  unreftrained.  No 
Tyrannies  have  been  more  infupportable,  than 
thole  of  the  Multitude  :  nor  can  any  Perfons 
be  more  juflly  dreaded,  than  they  who  declaim 
for  Liberty,  in  the  Spirit  of  Perfecution  -,  and 
demand  it  with  Infolence,  in  the  Midft  of  the 
Enjoyment  of  it.  Such  Behaviour  plainly 
{hews,  that  not  content  with  being  free,  they 
want  to  rule  :  and  fince  they  cannot  plead,  that 
any  harm  Treatment  hath  provoked  them  to 
thefe  Outrages ;  they  are  fo  far  lefs  excufable, 
than  fome  of  their  Predeceffors  in  the  Times 
of  our  Troubles. 

But  however  ftrongly  we  are  cautioned 
againft  Licentioufnefs,  by  the  Sufferings  of 
former  Days ;  there  hath  arifen  notwithftand- 
ing  in  our  own,  one  very  mocking  Kind  of  it, 
almoft  peculiar  to  this  Nation :  that  of  pub- 
lickly  treating  Religion  with  Contempt ;  and 
after  magnifying  Morals,  merely  in  Oppofition 
to  jt,  explaining  them  away  to  jufl  nothing. 

Setting 
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Setting  the  World  at  large  in  thefe  Refpe&s, 
appears  to  be  a  principal  Point,  which  fome 
have  at  Heart :  whofe  Character  in  Scripture 
might  furely  have  given  a  more  general  Suf- 
picion  of  them,  than  it  hath  :  that  while  they 
fromife  others  Liberty,  they  are  themfefoes  the 
Servants  of  Corruption*.  And  too  many, 
who  have  no  Defign  of  contributing  to  the 
Progrefs  of  Irreligion,  fee  it  however  with  great 
Tranquillity.  Let  Men  think,  let  Men  aft, 
juft  as  they  will,  provided  they  are  not  Bigots, 
but  Perfons  of  free  Principles ;  the  Publick  is 
fafe,  and  all  is  well.  But  is  it  fafe,  that  they 
ihould  be  Bigots  to  Atheifm,  Bigots  to  Pro- 
fligatenefs  ?  Or  can  it  be  a  Matter  of  Indiffe- 
rence, whether  they  have  a  good  and  right 
Rule  of  Conduct,  though  it  were  with  fome 
Miftakes  -,  or  whether  they  have  none  at  all, 
or  a  quite  wrong  one  ?  We  own,  that  falfe 
Notions  about  Religion  were  one  great  Caufe 
of  the  Sufferings  of  this  Nation.  But  fo  were 
falfe  Notions  about  Freedom,  another.  And 
why  are  Miftakes,  or  even  wilful  Abufes,  a 
Reafon  for  trampling  upon  the  former,  when 
they  are  not  thought  a  Reafon  againft  exalt- 
ing the  latter  without  Bounds?  We  own, 
that  Superftition  and  Enthufiafm  ought  to  be 
guarded  againft :  and  that  this  is  a  moft  im- 
portant LefTon  of  Providence  to  us,  on  this 
Day.  But  it  cannot  be  right  to  guard  againft 
them,  by  rooting  out  of  Mens  Minds  the  Re- 

*  2  Pet.  ii.  19. 
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verence  due  to  the  Author  of  Nature  :  or  by 
taking  Methods,  which,  in  the  natural  Courle 
of  Things,  will  bring  one  or  both  of  them 
back  upon  us,  as  perhaps  we  have  begun 
to  experience ;  or  at  leafr  will  bring  Evils, 
not  lefs  formidable.  Publick  Happinefs  can- 
not fubrift,  without  focial  Virtue  and  moral 
Self-government :  nor  can  either  of  thefe 
fubfiit,  without  Regard  to  God.  Nothing, 
but  the  Thought  of  His  feeing  and  re- 
warding, can  poffibly  have  Force  fufficient, 
in  all  Cafes,  to  reflrain  Mens  Paflions,  to 
counterbalance  their  prefent  Interefls  ;  to  ex- 
cite the  Indolent,  keep  the  Enterprizing  with- 
in due  Bounds,  and  unite  all  in  making  the 
common  Good  their  common  End. 

We  fhall  therefore  negleft  the  moft  im- 
portant of  the  Counfels  of  Providence  on 
this  Day,  if  we  learn  not,  from  fo  inftructive 
a  Difpenfation  of  it,  that  juft  Senfe  of  our 
Duty  to  the  Governor  and  Lawgiver  of 
the  World,  which  if  our  Forefathers  had 
preferved,  thefe  Miferies  had  never  happen- 
ed ;  and  if  We  preferve,  they  will  never 
happen  more.  For  as,  on  the  one  Hand, 
Religion  enforces  powerfully  that  neceflary 
Caution,  expreffed  by  the  Prophet  Ezra; 
Seeing  thou  our  God  haft  punifoed  us  lefs  than 
our  Iniquities  deferve,  and  baft  given  us  fuch 
Deliverance  as  this  ;  flould  we  again  break  thy 
Commandments,  ivouldjl  tbou  not  be  angry  'with 

us, 
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its,  till  tbou  hadjl  confumed  us  * :  So  on  the 
other,  it  fupports  us   with   that  noble  Confi-* 
dence,  expreiTed  by  the  Prophet  Samuel :  Fear 
not -,  but  ferve  the  Lord  with  all  your  Heart  .- 
for  the  Lord  'will  not  forfake  bis  People,  for  bis- 
great  Names  fake.     Only  fear  the  Lord,  and 
ferve  him  in  Truth  :  for  confider,  ho<w  great 
Things  he  hath  done  for  you  -f . 

*  Ezra  ix.  13,  14.  t  iSam.  xii.ao,  22,  2f, 
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SERMON     VI. 

Preached  before  the  Incorporated  So- 
ciety for  the  Propagation  of  the 
Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  in  the  Pa- 
rifli-Church  of  St.  Mary-/e-Bowy  on 
Friday ,  February  20,  1740-1. 

MARK  vi.  34. 

dind  yefas,  'when  be  came  out,  faw  much  Peo- 
ple ;  and  was  moved  with  Compqffion  to- 
wards them,  becaufe  they  were  as  Sheep  not 
having  a  Shepherd:  and  he  began  to  teach 
them  many  Things. 

THIS  PafTage  of  the  Evangelift  exprefles, 
in  fo  ftrong  and  engaging  a  Manner, 
the  benevolent  Temper  of  our  blefled  Lord, 
and  his  tender  Regard  to  the  fpiritual  Wants  of 
Men,  that,  if  we  fuffer  our  Minds  to  dwell 
upon  it  a  while,  it  cannot  fail  of  exciting  the 
fame  Difpofition  in  Us  :  efpecially  if  we  con- 
fider,  that  the  View,  which  he  is  here  de- 
fcribed  to  have  had,  of  their  deftitute  Con- 
dition, not  only  induced  him  to  teach  them 
Himfelf  many  Things  concerning  the  Kingdom 
of  God*  j  but  caufed  that  molt  ferious  Re- 
*  Luke  ix.  ti. 
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flexion  and  Exhortation,  The  Harveft  truly  is 
plenteous,  but  the  Labourers  are  few ;  pray  ye 
therefore  the  Lord  of  the  Harve/t,  that  he  iztil 
fend  forth  Labourers  into  bis  Harveft  -(-  .•  im- 
mediately after  which,  He  fent  forth  his  t-ivehe 
Difciples  to  preach  the  Gofpel  J  ,•  as  he  did  the 
Seventy  at  another  Time,  on  the  very  fame 
Motive,  mentioned  by  another  EvangeM  in 
the  very  fame  Words  |( :  thus  opening  the 
Way,  by  his  previous  Care  of  the  loft  Sheep  of 
the  Hoitfe  of  Ifrael  §,  for  uniting  us  all  into 
one  Fold  under  ent  Shepherd**. 

. -hns  Ifjc  :i:?  ' 

To  carry  on  the  great  Work  which  He  be- 
gan, of  directing  Mankind  to  prefent  and  fu- 
ture Happinefs,  is  the  End  of  this  Society : 
incorporated  by  a  Prince,  to  whom  Religion 
and  Liberty  will  have  eternal  Obligations  -y 
and  eftablirfied,  nrft  for  the  Support  of  Chrif- 
tianity  in  our  Colonies  and  Fa<ftories  abroad, 
then  for  the  Propagation  of  it  amongft  the 
Heathens  intermixed  with  them,  and  bor- 
dering upon  them  ;  but  taking  its  Na-me  from 
the  remoter  and  more  extenfive  Part  of  the 
Defign, 

Every  pofiible  Reaibn  required  our  Pre- 
deceiTors  in  this  excellent  Undertaking  to  be- 
gin with  infpecting  the  State  of  the  Engli/b 
Plantations  in  America.  And  nothing  could 

i  Mattb.  ix.  36— 38.  t  Matth.  r,  i.  |  take  x.  t,z. 
5  Matth.  x,  6.  **  John  x.  16. 
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be  more  applicable  to  them  on  that  Occafiori, 
than  the  Words  of  the  Text :  ttey  faw  much 
People,  and  'were  moved  with  Companion  to- 
wards them  -,  becaufe  they  were  as  Sheep  not 
having  a  Shepherd.  The  European  Inhabi- 
tants there  being,  private  Adventurers,  neither 
numerous,  nor  rich,  nor  certain  of  Succefs, 
nor  unanimous  in  Belief,  eftablifhed  in.  feyeral 
Provinces  no  Form  whatever  of  publick  Wor- 
fljip  and  Inftruction.  Too  many  of  them  car- 
ried but  little  Senfe  of  ChriiHanity  abroad  with 
them  :  a  great  Part  of  the  reft  Suffered  it  to 
wear  out  gradually  :  and  their  Children  grew 
of  courfe  to  have  yet  lefs  than  they  :  till  in 
fome  Countries  there  were  fcarce  any  Foot- 
fteps  of  it  left,  beyond  the  mere  Name.  No 
Teacher  was  known,  no  Religious  AfTembly 
held ;  the  Lord's  Day  diftinguiflied  only  by 
more  general  Diflblutenefs ;  the  Sacrament  of 
Baptifm  not  adminiftered  for  near  twenty 
Years  together,  nor  that  of  the  LordYSupper 
for  near  fixty,  amongft  many  thoufands  of 
People,  who  did  not  deny  the  Obligation  of 
thefe  Duties,  but  lived  notwithftanding  in  a 
ilupid  Neglect  of  them.  Such  was  the  State 
of  Things  in  more  of  our  Colonies  than  one  : 
and  where  it  was  a  little  better,  it  was  how- 
ever lamentably  bad.  Some  Perfons  appear 
very  defirous  of  feeing,  what  fort  of  Creatures 
Men  would  be,  without  the  Knowledge  of 
God.  Here  a  fufficient  Trial  was  made  of 
this :  and  it  mewed  to  an  unhappy  Degree  of 
Certainty,  that  they  would  be  wicked,  and 
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profligate,  and  brutal  in  every  Refpedt,  and 
return  in  a  few  Generations  to  entire  Barba- 
rifm.  Poffibly  indeed  th^y  might  have  been 
delivered  from  this  Evil,  by  that  of  Popery; 
which,  always  taking  Advantage  of  Ignorance 
and  Profaneneis,  had  already  begun  to  fpread  : 
and  dreadful  was  the  Alternative  of  one  or  the. 
other.  In  thefe  Circumftances,  the  poor  Ip-* 
habitants  made,  from  all  Parts,  the  moft  af- 
fecting Reprefentations  of  their  deplorable 
Condition :  the  Truth  of  which  was  but  too 
fully  confirmed  by  their  refpective  Governors, 
and  the  Perfbns  of  principal  Note  in  each  Pro- 
vince. There  could  not  be  worthier  Objects 
of  Regard,  than  fuch  Complainants.  And  if 
they,  who  remained  infenfible,  did  not  der 
ferve  Pity  fo  much,  they  wanted  it  ftill  more, 
The  Society  therefore,  in  Proportion  to  their 
own  Ability,  and  the  Need  of  each  Place,  firiV 
ient  over  Miffionaries,  to  perform  the  Offices 
of  Religion  amongft  them  \  then  School- 
mafters,  to  inftruct  their  Children  in  the 
Principles  of  it :  who,  after  enduring  much 
Contradiction  of  Sinners*,  and  going  through 
a  great  Variety  of  Labours  and  Difficulties, 
have,  through  the  Blefiing  of  God,  made  a 
remarkable  Change  in  the  Face  of  Things  \ 
and  laid  a  noble  Ground- work,  of  what,  we 
hope,  will  every  Day  be  carried  on  towards 
Perfection.  But  at  prefent  much  remains,  to 
be  done.  Multitudes  continue,  as  before,  in 
a  thoughtlefs  Difregard  to  almoft  every  Parf 
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of  Chriftianity  :  and  Multitudes  alfo  are  daily 
petitioning  for  Help :  which  to  fome  we  can- 
not give  at  all ;  and  to  others  fo  little,  that 
they  have  Divine  Service  only  once  in  many 
Weeks;  and  feveral  Diftricts  of  fixty,  feven- 
ty,  and  eighty  Miles  long,  have  but  one  Mi- 
nifter  to  officiate  in  each  of  them. 

The  next  Object  of  the  Society's  Concern, 
were  the  poor  Negroes.  Thefe'  unhappy 
Wretches  learn,,  in  their  native  Country,  the 
grofTeft  Idolatry,  and  the  moft  favage  Difpp- 
fitions  >  and  then  are  fold  to  the  beft  Pur- 
chafer  :  fometimes  by  their  Enemies,  who 
would  elfe  put  them  to  Death  -,  fometimes  by 
their  neareft  Friends,  who  are  either  unable 
'or  unwilling  to  maintain  them.  Their  Con- 
dition in  our  Colonies,  though  it  cannot  well 
be  worfe  than  i{  would  have  been  at  home,  is 
yet  nearly  as  hard  as.  pofiible  :  their  Servitude 
moft  laborious,  their  Punilhments  moft  fevere. 
And  thus  many  Thoufands  of  them  fpend  their 
whole  Days,  one  Generation  after  another, 
undergoing  with  reluctant  Minds  continual 
Toil  in  this  World,  and  comforted  with  no 
Hopes  of  Reward  in  a  better.  For  it  is  not  to 
be  expected,,  that  Mafters,  too  commonly 
negligent  of  Chriftianity  themfelves,  will  take 
much  Pains  to  teach  it  their  Slaves  :  whom 
even  the  better  Part  of  them  are  in  a  great 
Meafure  habituated  to  confider,  as  they  do. 
their  Cattle,  merely  with  a  View  to  the  Pro- 
fit arifing  from  them.  Not  a  few  therefore 
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have  openly  oppofed  their  Inftrudtion ;  from 
an  Imagination,  now  indeed  proved  and  ac- 
knowledged to  be  groundlefs,  that  Baptifm 
would  entitle  them  to  Freedom.  Others,  by 
obliging  them  to  work  on  Sundays  to  provide 
themfelves  Neceflaries,  leave  them  neither 
Time  to  learn  Religion,  nor  any  Profpedt  of 
being  able  to  fublift,  if  once  the  Duty  of  reft- 
ing  on  that  Day  makes  Part  of  their  Belief. 
And  feme,  it  may  be  feared,  have  been  averfe 
to  their  becoming  Chriftians,  becaufe,  after 
that,  no  Pretence  will  remain  for  not  treating 
them  like  Men.  When  thefe  Obftacles  are 
added  to  the  Fondnefs  they  have  for  their  old 
Heathenifh  Rites,  and  the  ftrong  Prejudices 
they  muft  have  againfl  Teachers  from  among 
thoie,  whom  they  ferve  fo  unwillingly;  it 
cannot  be  wondered,  if  the  Progrefs  made  in 
their  Converfion  prove  but  flow.  After  fome 
Experience  of  this,  Catechifls  were  appointed 
in  two  Places,  by  way  of  Trial,  for  Their 
Inltrudtion  alone :  whofe  Succefs,  where  it 
was  leaft,  hath  not  been  inconiiderable ;  an4 
fo  great  in  the  Plantations  belonging  to  the 
Society,  that  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirty, 
at  leaft  feventy  are  now  Believers  in  Chrift, 
And  there  is  lately  an  Improvement  to  this 
Scheme  begun  to  be  executed,  by  qualifying 
and  employing  young  Negroes,  prudently 
chofen,  to  teach  their  Countrymen  :  frora 
which,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  beft  Judges,  we 
may  realbnably  promife  ourfelves  that  this  mi- 
ferable  People,  the  Generality  of  whom  have 
J  2  hitherto 
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hitherto  fat    in    Darknefs,     •will  fee    great 
Light*. 

There  fttll  remains  another  Branch  of  the 
Society's  Care,  the  Indians  bordering  on  our 
Settlements.  Thefe  confift  of  various  Nations, 
valuable  for  fome  of  their  Qualities,  but  im- 
merfed  in  the  vileft  Superftitions,  and  engaged, 
in  almoft  perpetual  Wars  againft  each  other, 
which  they  profecute  with  Barbarities  unheard 
of  amongft  the  reft  of  Mankind :  implacable 
in  their  Refentments,  when  once  provoked; 
boundlefs  in  their  Intemperance,  when  they 
have  Opportunities  for  it,  and  at  fuch  Times 
mifchievous  in  the  higheft  Degree  :  impatient 
of  Labour,  to  procure  themfelves  the  common 
Conveniencies  of  Life;  inhumanly  negligent  of 
Perfons  in  Years ;  and,  if  Accounts  of  fuch 
Things  may  be  credited,  not  fcrupling  to  kill 
and  eat  their  neareft  Relations,  when  the  long 
Expeditions,  which  they  make,  for  Hunting, 
or  againft  Enemies,  have  reduced  them,  to 
S  freights .  Now  thefe  poorCreatures  alfo,  diligent 
Endeavours  have  been  uied  to  enlighten  and  re- 
claim, on  fuch  Occafions,  and  by  fuch  Me- 
thods, as  were  leaft  fufpicious.  For,  without 
due  Precautions,  Harm  would  be  done,  in- 
ftead  of  Good,  where  natural  Jealoufy  is  fo  in- 
duftrioufly  fomented  by  an  artful  Neighbour. 
And,  after  all  Precautions,  it  cannot  be  an  ealy 
Work,  to  convert  Nations,  whofe  Manners  are 
fo  uncultivated ;  whofe  Languages  are  fo  diffe- 

*  Matth.  iv.  1 6. 
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rent,  fo  hard  to  learn,  and  fo  little  adapted  to* 
the  Doctrines  of  Religion;  with  whom  we 
fcarce  ever  contract  Affinities  ;  and  who  fel- 
dom  continue  long  enough  in  the  fame  Place, 
to  let  any  good  Imprelfions  fix  into  Habits. 
Yet,  notwithstanding  thefe  Difficulties,  which 
fruftrated  formerly  a  very  expenfive  Attempt, 
another  hath  been  made  of  late;  and,  through 
the  Bleffing  of  God,  hath  fo  reformed  and  im- 
proved the  Morals,  together  with  the  Notions, 
of  one  Indian  Tribe  *,  that  we  cannot  but 
hope  the  reft  will  be  induced,  by  feeing  their 
Happincfs,  to  follow  their  Example. 

You  have  now  heard  in  brief  the  State  of  our 
Colonies,  with  Refpedt  to  Religion.  And  were 
the  Profpedt  of  further  Succefs  much  fmaller 
than  it  is,  yet  our  Rule  would  be,  to  do  our 
Duty,  and  leave  the  Event  to  Heaven.  Perfons 
of  unwilling  or  defponding  Minds  may  eafily 
find  Arguments  to  prove  every  good  Defign 
unpromifing,  or  even  impracticable.  But  the 
natural  Dictate  of  Piety  and  Virtue  is,  to  try. 
And  the  exprefs  Command  of  our  bleffed  Lord 
is,  that  the  Gofpel  be  preached  to  every  Crea- 
ture -J-.  Nor  is  only  the  Offer  of  Instruction 
to  Heathens,  but  the  Continuance  of  it  for 
ever  amongft  Chriftians,  the  Will  of  Him, 
who,  as  be  gave  Jotne,  Afoftlts  and  Evange- 

*  The  MoLawkt :  who  compofe  two  Chriftian  Congrega- 
tions, each  confifting  of  above  200  Perfons.  Their  SchooJ- 
rnaller  is  a  Mobaii-k.  There  are  alfo  fome  Converts  amongft 
the  Ontidan  zndTvfcarars>  Indians. 

f  Mark  xvi.  15. 
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fafts,  gave/tfwe  alfo,  Paftors  and  Teachers,  for 
the  perfecting  of  the  Saints,  and  the  edifying  of 
his  Body  *.  By  endeavouring  to  our  Power, 
that  thefe  Things  be  done ;  we  mall  pay  Obe- 
dience to  his  Authority,  and  imitate  his  Ex-- 
ample :  we  fhall  give  a  Proof  to  our  own 
Hearts,  that  we  are  indeed  his  Difciples ;  and 
convince  the  World,  that  Zeal  for  Religion  is 
not  yet  extinguimed  :  we  mall  habituate  our- 
felves  to  the  moft  amiable  of  Virtues,  Good- 
will to  Mankind  in  the  moft  important  of 
their  Interefts  :  we  mall  ferve  the  Purpofes  of 
Providence ;  which  have  their  Accomplim- 
ment,  whether  Men  'will  hear,  or  whether  they 
<will  forbear  \  :  and  how  much  foever  we  may 
labour  in  vain  with  Refpect  to  others ;  yet  our 
judgment  will  be  with  the  Lordy  and  our  Work 
•with  our  God %. 

But  the  fame  God  hath  promifed,  that  his 
Truth  mail  finally  prevail  upon  Earth.  And 
though  we  cannot  fay,  at  what  Time,  or  by 
what  Degrees,  this  Promife  fhall  be  fulfilled ; 
yet  we  have  Room  to  hope,  that  every  fincere 
Endeavour  is  all  along  contributing  fomething 
towards  its  Completion.  The  good  Seed, 
which  appears  to  lie  dead  for  a  while,  will 
fpring  up  in  its  Seafon  :  that,  which  feems 
to  moot  weakly  at  firft,  will  gain  Strength  in- 
fenfibly,  through  the  favourable  Influences  of 
Heaven  :  and  the  Grain  of  Muftard-feed,  be- 

*  Eph.  iv.  ii,  12.        f  Ezek.  ii.  $.          %  Ifa.  xlix.  5. 

come 


the  Incorporated  Society,  &c.        1 1 9 

come  a  Tree*.  Thus  have  thefe  Colonies 
themfelves  grown :  thus  hath  Chriftianity 
grown  from  its  Beginning,  both  in  other 
Places,  and  in  Them  alfo :  nor  have  we  any 
Reafon  to  doubt  its  going  on  to  do  fo  ftill. 
In  lefs  than  forty  Years,  under  many  Dif- 
couragements,  and  with  an  Income  very  dif- 
proportionate  to  the  Vaflnefs  of  the  Under- 
taking, a  great  deal  hath  been  done  :  though 
little  Notice  may  have  been  taken  of  it,  by 
Perfons  unattentive  to  thefe  Things,  or  back- 
ward to  acknowledge  them.  Near  a  hundred 
Churches  have  been  built :  above  ten  thoufand 
Bibles  and  Common -Prayers,  above  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  other  pious  Tracts  diftributed  : 
great  Multitudes,  upon  the  Whole,  of  Ne- 
groes and  Indians  brought  over  to  the  Chrif- 
tian  Faith :  many  numerous  Congregations 
have  been  fet  up,  which  now  fupport  the 
Worfhip  of  God  at  their  own  Expence,  where 
it  was  not  known  before ;  and  feventy  Perfons 
are  conftantly  employed,  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Society,  in  the  farther  Service  of  the  Gof- 
pel  -f .  All  this,  we  grant,  makes  but  a  fmall 
Appearance,  in  a  Tract  of  Land,  extending 
fixteen  hundred  Miles.  But  it  is  an  en- 
couraging Specimen,  however,  of  what  longer 
Time  and  more  liberal  Afliflance  may  effect, 

*  Matth.  xiii.   31,  32. 

t  Since  the  preaching  of  this  Sermon,  all  thefe  Numbers 
have  been  much  increafed.  The  Millenaries,  Catechifts  and 
Schoolmafters  are  now,  1765,  above  100. 
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:     Both  the  Hopes,  and  the  Means,  of  Tup- 
porting  Chriftianity  amongft  our  own  People 
there,  are  juft  the  lame  as  here  at  home.  And 
•though  the  Negroes  and  Indians  are  prejudiced 
againftit;   and  hut  poorly  qualified,  in  com- 
.parifon,  to  judge  of  the  Evidence  of  it :  yet 
they  and  all   Men  have  the  Work  of  the  Law 
written   in  their  Hearts,  their  Gonjciences  alfo 
.bearing  witnefs  *.      They    may  be  convicted 
but  too  eafily  of  tranfgreffing  evident  Duties  of 
.Nature:  and  when  once  they   lee  their  Need 
of  Repentance  and  Pardon,   they   will,  gladly 
receive  the  Gofpel  of  Chrift,  of  which  thele 
two   are  the  diftinguifliing  Articles,     It  will 
.appear  in  itfelf  infinitely  preferable  to  what 
,they  have  believed  hitherto.     The  Teachers 
of  it   will  appear,  both   from    their  fuperior 
.Knowledge,  and  good  Lives,  worthy  of  Cre- 
dit.    The  Profeilors  of  it  around  them,  will 
bear  a  Teftimony  to  it,  in  fome  Refpe6s  the 
.fironger,  for  their  being  often  condemned  by 
it.     And  if  fuch  Arguments  do  not  amount, 
after  all,  to  the  highefl  Evidence  ,  they  afford 
however    very    rational   Motives    of  AfTent, 
.efpecially  to  Perfons  capable  of  no  further  In- 
formation :  and  were   thefe   Motives  weaker 
than  they  are,  yet,  the  Grace  of  God  pro- 
ducing by  them  fo  powerful  an  Effect  on  the 
Minds  of  Men,  we  undoubtedly  approve  our- 
fslves,  by  propofing  them,  His  Minifters  for 
the  Happinefs  of  our  Fellow-creatures ;  and 
may  juftly    be   confident,    that  he  <who  hath 
•  Rom.  ii.  15. 
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begun    a   good  Work    in   them,   •will  ferfortft 
it  •*  perfectly. 

But  perhaps  not  our  Succefs,  but  the  Ufe 
and  Benefit  of  it,  will  be  called  in  queftion* 
Now  of  this,  we  apprehend,  there  is  abun- 
dant Proof.     The  bare  Profeffion  and  outward 
Appearance  of  fuch  a  Religion,  as  the  Chrif- 
tian  is,  if  taught  in  any  tolerable  Purity,  muft 
have  Come  right  Influence  :  and  the  Body  of  a 
People  cannot  go  the  utmoft  Lengths  in  Wick- 
ednefs,  whilft  that  Appearance  fubfifts.     What 
Lengths  they  would  go  in  Time,  if  it  were 
loft,  as  we  have  not  experienced,  we  are  not 
apt  to  conlider.     But  a  little  Reflexion  on  the 
Number  and  Strength  of  human  Pafiions,  and 
the  Abilities,  which  we  have,  of  finding  Means 
to  gratify  them,  would  give  us  a  high  Value 
of  whatever  hath  any  peculiar  Force  to  reft  rain 
them.     The  one  Inftitution  of  a  Day  of  holy 
Reft,  is  not  only,  under  prudent  Regulations, 
a  great  Refreshment  to  the  Bulk  of  Mankind ; 
but  greatly  tends  to  civilize   them  alfo,    by 
uniting  Neighbourhoods  in  formed  AfTemblies, 
to  acknowledge  their  common  Dependence  on 
God,  and  Relation  to  each  other,  with  Hearts 
difengaged  from  felfim  Attentions,  and  open  to 
friendly  Regards.     Nor  is  it  poffible,  be  they 
ever  fo  negligent  Hearers  of  publick  Worfhip 
and  Inftrudion,  but  confiderable  Impreffions, 
at  leaft  general  ones,  muft  remain  upon  their 
Minds.     And  moft  evidently  the  Impreffions 

*  Phil.  i.  6. 
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of  Religion  difpofe  Men  to  every  Thing  pro- 
ductive of  common  Good  :  to  Juftice  and  Ve- 
racity, and  the  Reverence  of  an  Oath  ;  with- 
out which  the  Intercourfe  of  Man  with  Man 
is  not  a  Moment  fafe  :  to  Faithfulnefs,  Duty, 
and  Love  in  the  feveral  Relations  of  Life, 
jmblick  and  private :  to  Mildnefs,  Chanty, 
and  Compamon  in  their  whole  Behaviour :  to 
Sobriety  and  Induftry,  the  Pillars  of  national 
Wealth  and  Greatnefs :  and  to  that  joyful 
Hope  of  a  better  World,  which  is  our  truefl 
Direction,  and  firmeft  Support,  in  every  Stage 
of  our  Journey  through  This.  Many  more 
Perfons  will  be  thus  influenced  in  various  De- 
grees, than  are  ufually  obferved :  for  a  regu- 
lar, inoffenfive  Behaviour  affords  little  Matter 
of  Speculation  and  Difcourfe.  And  though 
ftill  the  Generality  may  be  bad ;  yet,  if  left 
to  themfelves,  they  would  certainly  have  been 
worfe.  Every  body  owns,  that  a  wrong  Be- 
lief hath  great  Power  to  deprave  Mens  Mo- 
rals. Surely  then  a  right  one  muft  have  fome 
Power  to  reform  them.  And  if  not  fo  much 
as  might  be  wimed ;  this  is  no  more  an  Argu- 
ment againft  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Religion,  than 
of  Reafon  :  but  a  ftrong  Argument,  why  Both 
fhould  be  cultivated  to  the  utmoft  -,  and  care- 
fully applied  to  fo  important  a  Purpofe.  If 
our  Colonies  had  not  experienced  great  Evils 
from  the  Decay  of  Chriftianity  amongfl  them  j 
they  would  never  have  petitioned  us  fo  earnefl- 
ly  for  Inftrudtion  in  it,  as  they  have  done. 
And  if  they  had  not  experienced  great  Good 
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from  the  Restoration  of  it,  that  Earneftnefs 
would  never  have  continued,  as  it  doth,  to 
this  Day. 

Nor  will  our  Compliance  with  their  Requeft 
be  a  Benefit  only  to  Them,  but  to  this  Nation 
alfo.  If  They  are  difhoneft  and  profligate; 
every  fingle  Perfon  here,  who  hath  Concerns 
with  them,  will  be  in  Danger  of  fuffering  by 
it.  If  they  confume  their  Wealth  and  their 
Time  in  Vices  and  Follies ;  their  Trade  will 
be  gained  over,  from  Them  and  Us,  by  our 
Rivals  and  Adverfaries.  And  if  the  Ties  of  a 
Religion,  binding  Men  fo  flrongly  to  be  fub- 
je£t  for  Conference  Sake  *,  are  loofened  from 
off  their  Minds,  which  may  fome  Time  or 
another  need  every  Tie,  that  can  keep  them 
attached  to  us ;  it  will  much  facilitate  their 
becoming  Adverfaries  themfelves.  And  we 
fhall  well  deferve  their  revolting  from  Us,  if 
we  take  no  Care  of  their  obeying  God.  But 
on  the  contrary,  as  Chriftian  Principles  will 
teach  them  Dutifulnefs  and  Loyalty;  fo  re- 
ceiving from  hence  the  Support  of  thofe  Prin- 
ciples, will  recommend  us  to  their  Gratitude  -, 
hoping  for  the  Continuance  of  that  Support, 
will  create  fome  Dependence  in  point  of  In- 
tereft  -,  and  agreeing  in  the  fame  Faith  and 
Worfliip  with  us,  will  be  an  everlafling  Mo- 
tive to  civil  Unity  alfo. 

But  another  common  Benefit  of  propagating 
Chriftiariity  in  our  Colonies  is,  that  thus  we 

*  Rom.  xiii.  c. 
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{hall  hinder  Corruptions  of  Chriftianiry  from 
prevailing  there,  and  maring  with  Profane- 
nefs  a  divided  Empire  over  the  Land.  If  no 
authorized  Teachers  are  fent,  fome  Induce- 
ment or  another  will  raife  voluntary  ones  from 
Time  to  Time  :  and  very  poffibly  the  lefs 
reafonable  their  Doclrine  is,  the  more  gladly 
it  may  be  received.  For  if  Sentiments  of  Re- 
ligion, are  not  duly  cultivated  j  as  they  .quite 
\vearout  of  fome  Minds,  fo  in  others  they 
degenerate  into  Superflition  or  Enthufiafm. 
And  accordingly  many  pernicious  Errors,  he- 
fides  the  above-mentioned  capital  one  of  Po- 
pery, took  early  Root  in  thefe  Provinces  j  nor 
are  they  yet  extirpated,  perhaps  in  part  newly 
revived :  fome,  diflblving  the  Obligations  of 
moral  Duties :  fome,  deftroying  the  inward 
Peace  of  very  pious  and  good  Perfons,  and 
making  Life  gloomy  and  uncomfortable : 
fome,  leading  Men  to  afcribe  every  Folly  or 
Wickednefs,  that  pofTefTes  the  Fancy,  to  Di- 
vine Infpiration  :  fome,  inconfiftent  with  our 
prefent  happy  Eftablimment :  and  others,  de- 
frructive  of  the  Safety  of  all  Governments 
whatever,  by  forbidding  lo  contribute  any 
kind  of  AfMance  to  the  publick  Defence 
againft  Enemies  :  on  which  Notion  the  Re- 
prefentatives  of  the  Province  of  Penfyhania 
nave  a£ted  this  laft  Summer*.  Now  let  it 

only 

*  See  a  printed  Colleftion  of  Meflages,  Anfwers,  Addrefles, 
&c.  the  Subft^oce  of  yvhich  is  as  follows.  The  Quakers,  having 
applied  ihemfe!<ves  with  great  Indaftry  to  obtain  an  uncommon  Majo- 
r/tj  in  tag  dficmbly,  though  they  are  not  above  one  third  of  the 
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imly  be  confidered,  how  fatal  a  more  general 
Belief  of  fome  of  thefe  Doctrines  muft  have 
been  there  at  prefent ;  indeed  how  very  un- 
happy the  Belief  of  any  of  them  muft  be  at  ail 
times  j  and  the  Importance  of  fupporting  In- 
ftructors  in  true  Religion,  were  it  only  for  2 
{landing  Guard  againft  the  worldly  Incon- 
veniences of  falfe  Religion,  will  evidently  ap-» 
pear  to  be  very  great. 

Tuple  in  Number,  refafed  to  make  any  Prvoifin  of  Neceffaries  fir 
the  Troops  to  be  raifedintbat  Province,  as  being  a  Thing  repugnant 
to  their  Religious  Principles,  though  his  Majcftv  had  notified  un  Jo- 
tit  Sign  Manual,  that  he  expefted  it  from  them.  Soon  after 
this  they  adjourned  for  above  five  Weeks  ;  though  the  Governor 
made  flreng  Inftances  to  the  contrary,  fetting  forth,  That  as  the  *«v 
Levies  ivere  in  •want  of  every  'Thing,  even  Houfes  to  cover  teeig 
Heads,  he  VMS  hourly  apprfhenfrve  of  their  (ommitting  fame  Difcrders. 
And  being  called  together  again  by  him  in  about  a  Fortnight, 
inflead  of  raifing  any  Money,  they  made  a  Complaint,  that  many 
of  their  Servants  had  been  inlifted  ;  and  demanded  the  Reftitu- 
(ion  of  them.  The  Governor  ant'wered,  that  they  might  eafily 
have  prevented  this  Inconvenience,  and  might  ftill  eauly  remedy 
it,  by  Methods  which  he  pointed  out  to  them ;  that  he  bad 
done  what  he  could  to  relieve  them,  and  would  continue  to  do 
fo  ;  but  that  forcing  out  of  his  Majefty 's  Troops  at  once  all  the 
Servants  in  them,  would  be  unreafonable  and  unjoft,  very  de- 
trimental to  the  Service,  and  very  dangerous  to  the  pcbhck 
Peace.  Yet  notwithstanding  thefe  Reprefentations,  and  though 
Mr.  Pern,  one  of  their  Proprietors,  many  Merchants  and  other 
Inhabitants  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  Council  of  the  Province, 
concurred  with  the  Governor,  and  prefled  them  earneftly  to  aa- 
fwer  his  Majefty's  Expectations,  they  came  at  length  to  this 
Refolution  only  :  That  3000 1.  of  their  current  Mnuy  be  paid  for 
the  King's  Ufe  ;  provided  that  all  the  Servar.u  ixlijled  in  the  Pro- 
vince, whom  they  had  computed  at  300,  and  valued  at  tol. 
each,  befrji  returned  to  their  re/feSiveMafltrs,free  of  all  Charges  j 
«nd  fncb  AJjurancts  given,  as  three  Perfons,  named  in  the  Re- 
{Q(MUGB%  jknld  think  fttiigt  that  the  faid  Servants  are  returned, 
and  that  no  Servants  be  iniijed  for  the  future.  Thefe  being  the 
Conditions  on  which  the  Money  was  given,  it  will  not  be 
thought  ftrange,  that  when  the  laft  A4nc«  came  from  thence. 
BO  Part  of  it  had  been  paid. 

Bu< 
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But  let  us  now  think,  what  Good  muft  fol- 
low from  extending  this  Inftruction  to  the  poor 
Negroes  alfo.  The  Servitude  and  hard  La- 
bour, which  they  undergo,  be  it  as  juftifiable 
as  it  can,  furely  requires,  that  we  fhould  make 
them  all  the  Amends  in  oar  Power  :  and  the 
Danger,  into  which  they  have  brought  our 
Colonies  more  than  once,  demands  the  great- 
eft  Care  to  compofe  and  foften  their  vindictive 
and  fullen  Spirits.  Now  there  can  be  nothing 
contrived  on  Purpofe,  more  likely  to  effect 
this,  than  Belief  of  the  Gofpel :  which  not 
only  forbids  in  general,  both  doing  and  re- 
compenjing  Evil  *  -,  but  commands  in  particu- 
lar as  many  as  are  Servants  under  the  Yoke, 
to  count  their  Majlcrs  worthy  of  all  Honour  *{-, 
and  be  fubjeff  to  them  with  all  Fear,  not  only 
to  the  good  and  gentle,  but  alfo  to  thefroward*, 
for  this  is  thank- wort  by,  if  a  Man  for  Con- 
fcience  towards  God  endure  Grief,  fuffering 
•wrongfully  J :  to  do  Service  with  good  Willy 
as  to  the  Lord,  and  not  to  Men  ',  knowing,  that 
whatever  Good  any  Man  doth,  the  fame  he  jhall 
receive  of  the  Lord,  whether  he  be  bond  or 
free  ||.  The  Tendency  of  fuch  Dodlrine  muft 
be,  to  make  their  Tempers  milder,  and  their 
Lives  happier.  And  no  Imagination  can  be 
fuggefted  to  them,  of  any  worJdly  Exemptions 
or  Privileges  arifmg  from  their  Profeffion  of  it. 
For  as  human  Authority  hath  granted  them 
none ;  fo  the  Scripture,  far  from  making  any 

*  Rom.  xii.  17.        f  I  Tim.  vi.  i.        J  i  Pet.  ii.  18,  19. 
||  Eph.  vi.  7,  8. 
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Alteration  in  Civil  Rights,  exprefly  direds, 
that  every  Man  abide  in  the  Condition  wherein 
he  is  called,  with  great  Indifference  of  Mind 
concerning  outward  Circumftances  *  :  and  the 
only  Rule,  which  it  prefcribes  for  Servants  of 
the'  fame  Religion  with  their  Mailers,  is,  not 
to  defpife  them  becaufe  they  are  Brethren ;  but 
do  them  Service  the  rather  -f-.  Nor  hath  Ex- 
perience at  all  {hewn  the  Behaviour  of  fuch, 
in  the  prefent  Cafe,  to  be  different  from  what 
Reafon  would  lead  us  to  expect.  On  the  con- 
trary, in  a  great  Rebellion  of  the  Negroes  at 
New  Tork,  only  two  of  thofe  who  had  received 
any  Inftruction,  and  only  one  who  had  been 
baptized,  was  fo  much  as  fufpected  of  being 
guilty;  and  he  was  afterwards  acknowledged 
to  be  innocent :  but  the  deepeft  in  the  Con- 
fpiracy  were  the  Slaves  of  thofe  Perfons,  who 
had  oppofed  the  moft  warmly  all  Endeavours 
for  their  Converiion.  We  may  therefore  de- 
pend on  it,  that  Succefs  in  thefe  Endeavours 
will  both  be  a  Security,  and  every  Way  an 
Advantage,  to  their  Proprietors.  And  if  it 
doth  procure  the  poor  Wretches  themfelves  a 
little  more  kind  Ufage,  they  will  then  be  fitter 
to  receive  it :  and  at  prefent,  as  much,  as  can 
be  fafely  allowed  them,  is  but  their  Due. 
The  Apoftle's  Injunction  was  made  not  only 
for  Slaves,  but  for  Heathen  Slaves  :  Mafters, 
give  to  your  Servants  that  which  is  juft  and 
equal :  knowing  that  ye  alfo  have  a  Majier  in 
Heaven  J :  neither  is  there  Refpetf  of  Perfons 
*  iCor.vii.2c — 24.  f  iTim.  ?i.  2.  J  Col.  vi.  i. 
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with  him  *.  And  if  their  becoming  Chriftians 
will  help,  as  it  certainly  will,  to  obtain  them 
fuch  Treatment  j  putting  together  their  Con- 
dition and  their  Numbers,  there  are  but  few 
Things,  which,  even  on  that  Account,  com- 
mon Humanity  more  obliges  us  to  attempt. 

Then  as  to  the  Influence  of  Chriftianity  on 
the  Indians :  it  muft  undoubtedly  reftrain  their 
mutual  Barbarities,  which  it  doth  not  appear 
\vhat  elfe  will,  and  difpofe  them  to  a  fettled 
and  orderly  Life.  By  means  of  this,  they  will 
come  to  enjoy  the  Benefit  of  Agriculture,  and 
of  all  the  Arts  that  are  ufeful  in  Society  :  they 
will  of  confequence  grow  happier  and  more 
numerous ;  and  as  they  will  become  at  the 
fame  Time  more  harmlefs  too ;  it  would  be 
both  an  immoral  and  a  falfe  Policy,  to  envy 
them  thefe  Advantages,  They  have  yielded 
np  to  us  a  confiderable  Part  of  their  Country  : 
and  it  is  but  common  Gratitude,  to  mew  them 
the  Way  of  living  comfortably  in  the  reft. 
We  have  introduced  amongft  them  both  Dif- 
eafes  and  Vices,  which  have  destroyed  great 
Numbers  of  them ;  furely  it  is  fit,  that  we 
{Jiould  communicate  fomething  to  them,  which 
will  do  them  Good.  It  may  be  feared  they 
are  hitherto  the  worfe  for  their  Knowledge  of 
Us  ;  but  they  will  certainly  be  the  better  for 
the  Knowledge  of  our  Religion.  And  the 
more  they  are  prejudiced  againft  it  by  the 
Wicked nefs  of  its  ProfefTors,  the  more  need 

.    •  Ephef,  vi.  g. 
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there  is  to  lay  before  them  in  a  full  Light  the 
Excellency  of  its  Precepts  -,  and  to  convince 
them,  that  there  are  Perfons,  who  not  only 
believe,  but  practife  them.  Nor  mould  it  be 
forgotten,  that  every  fingle  Indian,  whom  we 
make  a  Chriftian,  we  make  a  Friend  and  Ally 
at  the  fame  Time ;  both  againfl  the  remain- 
ing Heathen,  and  a  much  more  dangerous 
Neighbour,  from  whofe  Inftigations  almoft  all 
that  we  have  fuffered  by  them  is  allowed  to 
have  come. 

But  the  temporal  Advantages  of  propagating 
Chriftianity  are  infinitely  the  leaft.  If  we  al- 
low but  the  Truth  of  natural  Religion,  we 
muft  admit  the  future,  as  well  as  prefent, 
Happinefs  of  Mankind  to  depend  on  preserving 
and  diffufing  the  Knowledge  of  that  Religion. 
And  there  is  neither  Inftance  nor  ProlpecT:  of 
either  of  thefe  Things  being  attempted  by  any 
other  Method,  than  that  of  preaching  the 
Gofpel :  of  which  the  Doctrines  and  Duties 
of  Nature  make  fo  large  a  Part.  If  therefore 
it  be  of  Importance,  that  the  People  in  our 
Colonies  mould  worfhip  the  Maker  of  Heaven 
and  Earth,  and  believe  Virtue  to  be  his  Law ; 
that  the  Negroes  and  Indians  (hould  he  turned 
from  Idols  y  to  ferve  the  living  and  true  God* ; 
and  that  all  mould  know,  there  will  be  a  Re- 
compence  hereafter  to  the  Juft  and  to  the  Un- 
juft  :  whoever  deferves  the  Name  of  Deifl  in 
a  good  Senfe,  as  it  (lands  oppofed  to  Atheifr, 

*  »  The/r.  i.  9. 
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whoever  is  indeed  an  Enemy  to  Superftition, 
and  a  Friend  to  Mankind,  will  rejoice  to 
have  that  Faith  carefully  taught  them,  by 
which  alone  they  will  learn  thefe  momentous 
Truths ;  to  have  it  told  among  the  Heathen, 
that  the  Lord  is  King,  and  that  be  Jh  all  judge 
the  People  righteoujly  *. 

But  if  the  Gofpel  ofChrift,  befides  compre- 
hending the  Syftem  of  Natural  Religion,  be, 
by  Virtue  of  its  own  peculiar  Doctrines,  the 
Power  of  God  unto  Salvation  -f- :  then  every 
poffible  Motive  concurs,  for  being  zealous  in 
fpreading  it  throughout  the  Earth.  Revela- 
tion indeed  neither  obliges  nor  permits  us  to 
pafs  a  hard  Sentence  on  thofe,  who  have  never 
had  it  propofed  with  fufficient  Evidence.  To 
their  own  Mafter  they  jland  or  fall%  :  and  of 
them  only,  to  whom  much  is  given,  jhall  much 
be  re  quired  \.  For  if  there  be  fir  ft  a  willing 
Mind,  it  is  accepted  according  to  that  a  Man 
hath,  and  not  according  to  that  he  hath  not  §. 
But  flill,  as  all  Men  have  finned,  and  come 
foort  of  the  Glory  of  God**,  and  there  is  but 
one  Name  under  Heaven  whereby  they  can  be 
Javed*\\  -,  as  Chriftianity  is  inexpreffibly  more 
efficacious  for  the  Reformation  of  Mankind, 
than  unaffifted  Reafon ;  as  our  only  AfTurance, 
either  of  receiving  a  future  Reward,  or  efcaping 
future  Punimment,  muft  arife  from  Scripture  ; 

*  Pfal.  xcvi.  10.  f  Rom.  i.  16.  J  Rom.  xiv.  4. 

||  Luke  xii.  48.  §  2  Cor.  viii.  12.         **  Rom.  iii.  z^. 

ft  Ads  iv.  12. 
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and  we  have  no  Intimation  in  it,  of  any  Per- 
fbn's  enjoying  that  Life  and  Immortality t  which 
Jefus  Cbrift  batb  brought  to  Light  *,  but  fuch 
as  believe  in  him :  thefe  Confiderations,  with- 
out limiting  at  all  the  free  Mercies  of  God, 
cannot  but  {hew  us   the  great  Superiority  of 
our  own  Condition,  and  make  us  afk,  with 
great  Solicitude,  concerning  others  :  How  then 
Jhall  they  believe  in  Him,  of  whom  they   have 
not  heard  ?  And  how  Jhall  they  bear,  'without 
a  Preacher  ?  And  bow  Jhall  they  preach,  ex- 
cept they  be  fent  -\-  ?  Our  blefied  Lord  hath 
intrufted  his  Followers,  to  preierve  his  Gofpel 
in  Purity,  where  it  is ;  and  communicate  it, 
xvhere  it  is  not.     By  their  faithful  Difcharge  of 
thefe  Duties  formerly,  we  ourfelves  were  deli- 
vered from  the  Bondage  of  Heathenifm  into  tbe 
glorious  Liberty  of  tbe  Children  of 'God J.     It 
now  belongs  to  Us,  in  our  Turn,  \ojlrerigtben 
our  Brethren^,  and  call  them  tl>at  are  afar 
cf§  :  and  where  mail  we  find  more  proper 
Objeftsof  our  Care  and  Zeal  ? 

Perhaps  it  may  be  faid,  They  ought  to  main- 
tain their  own  Teachers.  But  this  cannot  be 
expected  from  the  Heathen,  who  are  infenfible 
of  their  Want  of  them  :  nor  from  thole  of  our 
own  People,  who  are  too  like  Heathen,  and 
have  not- the  Senfe  of  it  which  they  ought. 
Such  as  have,  do  maintain  their  Teachers, 
where  they  are  able.  For  there  are  very  indi- 

*  2  Tim.  j.  10.         t  Rom.  T.  14, 15.        *  Rom.  riii.  zr. 
j  Lakexxii.  32.  $  Afts ^.39. 

K  z  gent 


132  A  Sermon  preached  Iff  ore 

gent  Parts,  as  well  as  very  opulent.  Some 
whole  Provinces  have  no  Affiftance  at  all  from 
us.  And  in  moft,  if  not  all  Places,  we  are 
only  joint  Contributors.  As  foon  as  ever  there 
is  Room  for  it,  they  will  be  left  to  build  by 
themfelves  on  the  Foundation  laid  :  and  the 
Society  will  go  on  to  new  Work.  Inquiries 
are  conftantly  made,  what  each  Congregation 
can  do :  and  Miflionaries  have  been  with- 
drawn, till  they  will  do  it.  For  we  are  not 
only  defirous,  but  under  a  Neceffity,  of  being 
as  frugal  as  poffible,  by  the  daily  Increafe  of 
Petitions  for  Help. 

Eut  fome  will  object  farther,  that  all  the 
Affiftance  we  can  give  Chriftian ity,  is  too  much 
wanted  in  our  own  Country,  to  admit  of  any 
Schemes  for  propagating  it  in  foreign  ones. 
And  would  to  God  thefe  Perfons  would  afk 
themfelves,  whether  they  indeed  wifh  to 
remove  die  Objection,  which  they  make;  or 
only  argue  againft  this  and  that  Way  of  en- 
couraging Religion,  to  fave  the  Expence  of 
doing  it  in  any  Way.  A  true  and  judicious 
Friend  will  carefully  avoid  railing  anOppofition 
between  two  Charities  :  which  is  a  much  furer 
Method  of  hurting  the  One,  than  ferving  the 
Other :  whereas,  with  this  Precaution,  a  firft 
fcarce  ever  fuffers  con iider ably,  if  at  all,  by 
fetting  up  a  fecond  ;  but  Mens  Hearts  are  en- 
larged to  contribute  to  Both.  Every  fingle 
Member  of  the  Society  Jor  promoting  Chriftian 
Knowledge  at  home,  was  originally  incorpo- 
rated 
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rated  into  Ours  for  fpreading  it  abroad.  That 
Society  is  at  this  Day  promoting  the  fame 
Knowledge  in  the  Eaft,  as  well  as  here; 
whilft  we  are  doing  it  in  the  Weft.  Many  of 
us  belong  to  both  :  and  promife  ourfelves  a 
larger  Share  of  the  Bleffing  of  God  in  Each, 
for  neglecting  Neither.  In  thefe  Nations  great 
Proviiion  is  made  already,  and  greater  we  hope 
will  daily  be  made,  for  offering  Salvation  to 
Mankind.  They  who  will  reject  it  after  all, 
muft  do  fo,  and  take  the  Conlequences.  But 
let  Us,  in  nothing  terrified  by  our  Adverfaries, 
jlrhe  together  for  the  Faith  cf  the  Go/pe/*s 
and  not  only  luftain  a  Defenfive  War,  but 
fhew,  that  attacking  the  Dominions  of  our 
Lord  and  Matter  mall  increafe  our  Zeal  to  ex- 
tend them.  Our  Colonies  receive  from  hence 
a  great  deal  of  what  is  bad.  We  fend  them 
our  Malefactors  :  we  fend  them  our  immoral 
and  irreligious  Cuftoms  :  we  fend  them  our 
infidel  and  profligate  Books.  Surely  we  ought 
to  do  fome  Good,  where  we  do  fo  much  Harm. 
And  confider,  To  whom  is  it  done  ?  To  our 
Countrymen,  and  Fellow-fubjects  :  diftant  in- 
deed from  us  in  Situation,  but  clofely  con- 
nected by  the  ftrongetl  Ties.  To  Them,  to 
their  Servants  and  Neighbours  it  is,  that  we 
are  imparting  Happinefs  :  and  poffibly  fecuring 
it  to  ourfelves,  or  our  Pofterity,  there,  if 
God  mould  permit  us  at  home  to  fuffer  what 
we  deferve. 

*  Phil.  i.  27,  18. 
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Now  this  unqueflionably  right  Defign  can- 
not be  carried  on,  but  under  the  Direction  of 
a  regular  Society.  For  without  it,  fmall  Be- 
nefactions could  not  be  applied  at  all :  and 
large  ones  muft  be  applied  feparately,  to  great 
Difadvantage  :  no  uniform  Influence  could  be 
preferved,  no  fettled  Information  had  -,  nor 
any  of  that  Experience  gained,  which  refults 
from  long  and  extenfive  Acquaintance  with 
the  State  of  Things.  What  fort  of  Perfons 
they  are  who  compofe  this  Society,  will  ap- 
pear from  the  printed  Lift.  None  of  them 
receive  any  temporal  Advantage  from  being 
Members  of  it.  They  are  all  obliged  to  fub- 
fcribe  a  yearly  Contribution  to  the  good  Work, 
which  they  undertake,  A  confiderable  Num- 
ber of  the  Chief  of  them  conftantly  attend 
upon  it.  And  they  will  admit  with  Pleafure 
every  fertous  Chriftian,  who  offers  himfelf, 
and  is  qualified  to  affift  in  it.  Their  (landing 
Rules  are  publickly  known,  allowed  to  be 
good,  and  faithfully  obferved.  They  give  the 
World  a  yearly  Account  of  their  Succefs,  with 
an  Abflracl:  of  their  Receipts  and  Diiburfe- 
ments.  They  deliver  yearly  the  Particulars  of 
them  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  and  two  Chief 
Juftices.  And  they  have  proceeded  from  the 
Beginning  to  this  Day  with  great  Unanimity 
in  all  their  Affairs. 

It  hath  been  pretended  indeed,  that  immo- 
ral and  negligent  Men  are  employed  as  Mif- 
fionaries.  And  to  fay  that  this  hath  never 

once 
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once  happened,  would  be  going  too  far.  But 
that  it  hath  frequently  happened,  or  ever  for 
want  of  due  Care,  is  utterly  falfe.  Strict  Ex- 
amination is  made  at  firft  into  the  Characters 
of  all  that  are  offered;  ftrict  Inquiry  into  their 
Behaviour  afterwards  :  and  exact  Accounts 
required  from  them  twice  a  Year,  of  what 
Duty  they  do,  and  what  Progrefs  they  make. 
The  moft  earneft  Requefts,  the  moft  folemn 
Adjurations  are  fent,  that  all,  who  can,  would 
give  any  ufeful  Intelligence  relating  to  them  ; 
and  great  Regard  is  always  paid  to  fuch  Intel- 
ligence :  yet  very  few  Complaints  are  brought 
in,  either  from  good  Will  or  bad.  Too  many, 
it  muft  be  owned,  of  defperate  Fortunes  and 
Characters,  who  are  or  pretend  to  be  in  holy 
Orders,  tranfport  themfelves  into  America, 
and  behave  there  as  it  may  be  expected  they 
will.  But  we  have  no  Concern  with  any, 
whofe  Names  are  not  feen  in  the  publick  Lift 
of  Perfons  receiving  Salaries  from  us.  And 
the  larger  the  Number  is  of  vicious  Clergy- 
men, who  go  thither  of  their  own  Accord  -, 
the  more  is  the  need  of  fending  as  many 
worthy  ones  as  pofiible,  to  correct  their  In^ 
fluence. 

Were  there  Room  indeed  for  making  larger 
Allowances,  more  Perfons  of  great  Abilities 
might  be  had.  Were  there  better  Opportuni- 
ties for  a  learned  Education  abroad,  more  of 
the  Natives  of  our  Colonies  would  be  fitted 
for  the  Work :  which  they  would  undertake 
|C  4  .  with 
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with  many  Advantages  above  fuch  as  go  from 
hence.  And  had  they  Biihops  there,  thefe 
Perfons  might  he  ordained  without  the  Incon- 
veniencies  of  a  long  Voyage  :  Vacancies  might 
be  fupphcd  in  much  lefs  Time  :  the  primitive 
and  moft  ufeful  Apppointment  of  Confirmation 
might  be  reftored ;  and  an  orderly  Difcipline 
exercifed  in  the  Churches.  Nor  would  fuch 
an  Eftablifhment  encroach  at  all,  either  on 
Liberty  of  Confcience,  which  ought  ever  to 
be  facredly  preferved ;  or  on  the  prefent  civil 
Rights,  either  of  the  Governors  or  People  in 
our  Colonies.  Nor  would  it  bring  their  De- 
pendence onGreat-Bnfam  into  any  Degree  of 
that  Danger,  which  fome  Perfons  profefs  to 
apprehend  fo  flrongly  on  this  Occalion,  who 
would  make  no  manner  of  Scruple  about  doing 
other  Things  much  more  likely  to  deftroy  it : 
who  are  not  terrified  in  the  leaft,  that  fuch 
Numbers  there  reject  the  Epifcopal  Order  en- 
tirely :  nor  perhaps  would  be  greatly  alarmed, 
were  ever  fo  many  to  reject  Religion  itfelf : 
though  evidently  in  Proportion  as  either  is 
thrown  off,  all  Dependence  produced  by  it 
ceafes  of  courfe.  To  this  equally  pious  and 
harmlefs  Defign,  two  great  Prelates  *,  now 
deceafed,  gave  a  thoufand  Pounds  each  :  and 
a  Lady,  incomparably  more  eminent  for  her 
Virtues  than  her  Quality  -)-,  bequeathed  the 
Sum  of  five  hundred  Pounds  laft  Year  to  the 

*  Archbiftiop  Teni/on,  and  Sir  Jonathan  Tre/awney,    Bifhop 
Of  If'tnckffier. 

f  Lady  Elizabeth  Hafiirtgs, 

fame 
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fame  Purpofe  :  which  God  incline  the  Hearts 
of  all,  in  whofe  Power  it  is,  to  promote  as  it 
deferves  !  But  in  the  mean  Time,  let  it  not  be 
imagined,  that  the  Difficulties,  under  which 
we  labour,  are  too  heavy  to  be  overcome. 
Difficulties  are  Arguments  for  nothing,  but 
more  Diligence,  and  more  Liberality.  For  if 
we  flop,  till  we  have  every  Thing  that  might 
be  wifhed,  When  mall  we  go  on  ? 

Another  Objection  to  the  Conduct  of  the 
Society  is,  that  they  have  fent  Miffionaries  to 
fome  Places,  in  which  there  were  already 
Chriftian  AfTemblies  eftablifhed  and  fupported. 
But  in  one  Sort  of  thefe  AfTemblies,  there  is 
no  Chriftian  Miniftry,  no  Celebration  of  the 
Sacraments  of  the  Gofpel.  In  another,  In- 
fants are  denied  the  Sacrament  of  Baptifm. 
And  in  the  leaft  exceptionable,  there  are  feve- 
ral  Things,  in  which  the  Confciences  of  many, 
we  apprehend  with  great  Reafon,  cannot  ac- 
quiefce  ;  who  were  not  therefore  to  be  left 
deftitute  of  publick  Wor£hip :  especially  as 
our  Charter  was  granted,  in  exprefs  Terms, 
for  the  Maintenance  of  an  Orthodox  Clergy  in 
tbofe  Parts.  And  the  Members  of  this  Church, 
I  am  forry  to  fay  it,  lying  under  peculiar  Bur- 
dens in  one  confiderable  Province  *,  which 

other 

*  In  New  England  They  are  rated  to  the  Support  of  what 
the  Independents,  who  are  the  greater  Part  of  that  People,  call, 
though  without  Right,  the  EftabliQied  Church.  And  the  Goods 
of  many  have  been  feized,  or  their  Bodies  imprifoned,  for  Non- 
payment, TbtJnabaftijis,  on  their  Petition,  were  exempted 

from 
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other  Profeffors  of  Chriftianty  do  not,  though 
equally  DifTenters  from  the  Majority  there ; 
they  feem  of  Right  entitled  to  fome  peculiar 
Affiftance  in  return.  We  have  obtruded  the 
Service  of  the  Church  of  ILngland  no  where  : 
we  have  fettled  no  Clergyman  any  where, 
without  the  Inhabitants  requeuing  it,  and 
contributing  to  it :  we  have  fent  no  SuccefTor 
upon  a  Vacancy,  without  their  renewing  that 
Requeft.  But  if  the  Provifion,  which  we  have 
made  for  the  People  of  our  own  Communion, 
hath  proved  inftrumental  at  the  fame  Time  to 
bring  others  over  into  it  $  we  hope  there  is  very 
far  from  being  any  Harm  done.  Indeed  Unity 
of  Profeffion  amongft  ourfelves,  effected  by 
Methods  of  Peace  and  Charity,  will  greatly 
recommend  our  Religion  to  the  Infidels :  who 
elfe  may  be  tempted  to  continue  as  they  are, 
for  want  of  knowing  with  whom  to  join. 

We  acknowledge  it,  whoever  is  taught 
Chriflianity  by  our  Care,  will  be  taught  it  as 
profefled  in  the  Church  eftablifhed  here  by 
Law.  There  can  be  no  Teaching  at  all,  but 
in  fome  particular  Form.  We  think  our  own 
the  belt.  Every  Body  thinks  it  far  from  the 
worft.  At  leaft  our  Converts  will  have  the 
Bible  put  into  their  Hands,  to  judge  for 

from  paying  this  Rate  ;  and  the  Quakers,  without  petitioning  : 
but  the  Petition  of  the  Members  of  our  Church  was  rejcfted. 

N.  B.  This  Grievance  hath  been  redrefled,  under  the  Ad- 
miniitration  of  Governor  Shirley,  in  the  Province  of  MaJJacbuJets 
Bay:  and,  I  believe,  fmc,e  the  Year  1752,  in  the  Colony  of 
Count  fli  cut  alfo. 

Them- 
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Thernfelves.  And  which  is  righter,  that 
Heathens  and  Perfons  of  no  Religion  mould 
continue  what  they  are,  or  become  what  we 
would  make  them  ?  Our  Society  is  by  much 
the  moil  confiderable  one  for  this  Purpofe. 
And  were  it  now  to  be  erected,  inftead  of 
having  fubfifted  fo  long  :  not  a  ,fingle  Step 
could  be  taken  on  any  other  Footing  than 
this ;  that  the  fmaller  Part  of  thofe,  who 
wifhed  well  to  it,  muft  be  concluded  by  the 
greater. 

So  good  a  Delign  therefore  being  fo  proper- 
ly executed  *,  the  Expences,  which  muft  at- 
tend it,  ought  to  be  fupplied.  The  Lord  hath 
ordained,  that  they  who  preach  the  Gofpel, 
fiould  live  of  the  Go/pel*.  And  there  is  the 
fame  Reafon,  the  fame  Neceffity  indeed,  that 
the  Miffionaries  in  America  mould  have  due 
Provifion  made  for  them,  as  that  the  Apoftles 
fhould  at  firft,  or  the  Minifters  of  our  Parimes 
now.  And  if  Perfons  of  Character,  being  at 
Liberty,  as  they  are,  to  exercife  their  Func- 
tion elfewhere,  are  willing  to  undertake  fuch 
an  Employment  as  this,  at  fuch  a  Diftance,  on 
fo  fmall  an  Allowance  as  they  receive  from  the 
Society  :  they  ought  furely  to  have  it  raifed 
for  them  very  chearfully,  and  be  counted  wor- 
thy of 'double  Honour ••(-,  in  the  Senfe  of  Re- 
compence  as  well  as  Efteem,  if  it  could  be  paid 
them. 

*  \  Cor.  ix.  14.  t  i  Tim.  v.  17. 

But 
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But  perhaps  it  will  be  faid,  Supporting  De- 
iigns  of  this  Nature  is  the  Clergy's  Bufinefs : 
let  Them  take  Care  of  it.  And  fo,  God  be 
thanked,  we  do :  and  fo,  I  hope  in  God,  we 
mall,  whether  we  are  helped  in  it  more  or 
lefs  j  in  fuch  manner,  as  both  to  keep  Pace 
with  the  Willing,  and  make  Amends  for  the 
Unwilling.  We  defire  not  to  boaft,  and  we 
need  not  to  be  aftiamed,  of  the  Proportion 
which  we  contribute.  But  we  may  notwith- 
ftanding  do  very  well  to  increafe  it.  For  there 
is.  fo  much  expected  of  us,  and  we  are  fb 
greatly  concerned  to  anfwer  every  reafonable 
Expectation  to  the  utmoft  ;  that  if  any  of  our 
Order  have  omitted  taking  fufficient  Notice  of 
a  Charity  fo  immediately  related  to  their  Pro- 
feflion,  it  is  their  Duty  on  many  Accounts, 
to  make  full  Compenfation  to  it  without  De- 
lay. It  is  indeed  our  Duty,  on  every  Oc- 
cafion,  at  all  Times,  but  efpecially  in  an  Age 
when  no  Part  of  our  Conduct  will  be  inter- 
preted favourably,  to  avoid  all  Appearance, 
either  of  preferring  Ric&es  in  this  World  before 
being  rich  in  good  Works  *,  or  of  loving  P lea- 
fur  es  more  than  God  -(-.  St.  Paul  took  Wages 
of  fame  Churches  to  do  others  Service  J.  Let 
Us,  out  of  the  Wages  which  We  take,  do  all 
the  Service  we  can  to  the  Church  of  God ; 
and  diftribute  largely  to  the  Necejjities  of  the 
Saints  || ,  particularly  their  fpiritual  ones. 

*  i  Tim.  vi.  17,  i&.        f  ^  Tim.  Hi.  4.        £2  Cor.  xi.  8. 

|  Ron?,  xii.  13. 

But 


the  Incorporated  Society^  &c.  141 
But  is  the  Support  of  this  Defign  incum- 
bent on  the  Clergy  alone  ?  Did  not  the  Laity 
originally  maintain  the  Apoftles  in  their  Tra- 
vels ?  And  ought  they  not  ftill  to  be  equally 
zealous,  that  the  Word  of  the  Lord  may  have 
free  Courfe,  and  be  glorified  *  ?  Do  they  not 
know,  how  very  inconfiderable  the  Benefices  of 
far  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Clergy  are;  what 
Hofpitality  is  required  of  the  reft  of  us  ;  and 
how  large  Demands  are  continually  made  up- 
on us  for  Charities  of  various  Kinds  :  to  the 
Poor  of  our  Parifhes  and  Neighbourhoods,  of 
our  Brethren,  their  Widows  and  Orphans  ;  to 
every  pious  and  compaffionate  Ufe,  publick  or 
private  ?  And  are  they  not  fenfible  alfo,  that 
were  We  ever  fo  deficient,  this  excufes  not 
Them  :  that  every  Man's  Duty  is,  not  to 
guard  againft  doing  more  Good  than  comes  to 
his  Share,  but  to  do  willingly  what  he  can  ; 
and  that  each  one's  Reward  mall  be  in  Propor- 
tion to  his  Work  ? 

Whoever  therefore  finds  himfelf  difpofed  to 
make  Objections,  let  him  examine,  what  is  at 
the  Bottom  of  them  :  whether  it  be  not  really 
Dilregard  to  Religion,  or  Want  of  Humanity  ; 
fome  groundlefs  Prejudice,  or  fome  wrong 
Attachment  to  Self-Intereft  or  Self-  Gratifica- 
tion. If  fo,  let  him  firft  plant  the  Gofpel  in 
his  own  Heart  :  and  all  his  Pleas  againft  con- 
tributing to  the  Propagation  of  it,  will  foon 
vanifli. 


Every 
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Every  Man's  Charities  indeed  ought  to  be 
left  to  his  own  Choice.     But  fo  many,   even 
of  thofe  who  are  bountiful  in  other  Ways, 
neglecl:  pious  Ufes  almoft  entirely,  that  good 
Perfons  have  both  Opportunity  and  Reafon  for 
allotting  to  Thefe  a  large  Proportion  of  their 
Beneficence.     And   amongft   thefe,    as  That 
now  under  Confideration  is  of  too  extenfive  a 
Nature  to  be  throughly  comprehended  by  every 
one,  and  at  too  great  a  Diftance  to  make  any 
ftrong  ImprefTion  on  the  Generality  of  the 
World ;  they,  who  do  form  juft  Conceptions 
of  it,  mould,  in  Proportion  to  the  Smallnefs 
of  their  Number,  be  the  more  liberal  to  it  : 
as  in  Truth  there  is  Need.     The  only  certain 
Income  we  have,  is  a  Trifle  :  not  fixty  Pounds 
a  Year*.    The  voluntary  Subfcriptions,  though 
they  are  ten  Times  greater,  are  not  a  fifth 
Part  of  the  annual  Expence.     Hitherto  there- 
fore almoft  all  hath  depended  on  occafional 
Gifts  :  which,  after  finking  much  lower  than 
they  were  formerly,  for  fome  few  Years  in- 
creafed  again.     On  this  Encouragement,  the 
Society,  importuned  continually  for  new  Mif- 
fionaries,  with  an  Earneftnefs  which  nothing 
but  Neceffity  could  juftify  refifting,   made  a 
great  Addition  to  their  Number.     And  had 
the  Contributions  of  this  laft  Year  rifen  much 
above  the  preceding  ones,  it  had  been  but  too 
eafy  to  have  difpofed  of  them  all.     But  on  the 
contrary,  through  one  noble  Benefaction,  of 
a  thoufand  Pounds,  hath  been  given -f,  to  be 
*  Now,  in  1 765 ,  not  Seventy.        t  By  Mr.  Bait  of  Eamp/bzre. 

em- 
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employed  for  the  Converficn  of  the  Negroes  > 
yet  thole  to  the  other  Parts  of  our  Defign  have 
fallen  very  fhort :  and  a  heavy  Debt  hath  been 
of  confequence  incurred.  This  may  poffibly 
reduce  us  to  afk  Affiftance,  in  a  Method, 
of  which,  though  authorized,  we  have  fel- 
dom  made  ufe :  being  defirous,  that  be  who 
jbrwetb  Mercy,  might  appear  to  do  it  with 
Cbearfulnefs  *,  and  not  conftrained  by  Solici- 
tations. But  in  whatever  manner  Application 
is  made  to  Perfons,  we  truft  the  fame  God, 
who  hath  provided  for  us  wonderfully  thus 
long,  will  now  alfo  difpofe  their  Hearts  to 
coniider,  that  on  Them  it  depends,  whether 
fuch  a  Defign,  fo  far  advanced,  through  fb 
many  Difficulties,  fhall  be  carried  on  fHll,  and 
gain  Ground  continually,  as  it  eafily  may;  or 
whether  it  fhall  fall  back,  and  fink  into  No- 
thing, with  very  little  Hope  of  being  ever  re- 
vived :  that  he  will  move  wife  Men  to  think, 
what  the  publick  Intereft  requires  of  them  ; 
and  benevolent  Perfons,  to  regard  the  private 
Happinefs  of  their  Fellow-creatures :  true 
Chriftians,  to  fupport  and  enlarge  the  King- 
dom of  their  Mailer  with  Zeal;  true  Pro- 
teftants,  to  filence  effectually  the  Boafts  and 
Reproaches  of  the  Romanics  on  this  Head  ;  and 
all  true  Friends  of  our  Religious  Eftablifhment, 
to  endeavour,  that  it  may  gain  as  honourable  a 
Pre-eminence  as  poffible,  over  the  reft  of  the 
Reformed  Churches,  in  fo  good  a  Work. 

*  Rom.  JuLS. 

Perfons 


144          -^  Sermon  preached  before 

Perfons  in  plentiful  Circumftances,  and  per- 
haps at  a  Lofs  for  Ways  in  which  they  may 
give  Alms,  will  here  find  one  undoubtedly 
proper  Way.  And  Perfons  in  Arrear  to  Re- 
ligion and  Charity,  have  an  excellent  Oppor- 
tunity offered  them,  of  paying  the  Debt. 
They  who  plead  the  Multitude  of  other  Ex- 
pences,  might,  a  very  great  Part  of  them,  by 
withdrawing  but  a  little  of  what  they  ought 
from  their  Luxury  and  Vanity,  qualify  them- 
felves  for  Liberalities,  which  will  turn  here- 
after to  a  much  better  Account.  And  fuch 
as  make  the  Increafe  of  Taxes  their  Excufe, 
ought  to  confider,  that  as  Providence  hath 
brought  that  Increafe  upon  us,  by  permitting 
us  to  fuffer  fo  much  from  our  Enemies,  in  that 
Part  of  the  World,  where  we  have  done  fo 
little  for  God ;  efpoufing  His  Caufe  is  the  like- 
lieft  Method  of  deriving  a  Bleffing  on  our 
Own  i  and  if  we  neglect  it,  whatever  may  be- 
fall us  there,  we  muft  impute  to  ourfelves. 
We  enjoy  very  great  Advantages  from  thence  : 
the  Government,  large  Revenues  ;  the  Nation 
in  general,  a  mofl  beneficial  Trade  ;  every  one 
of  us,  ibmething  or  another,  ufeful  or  agree- 
able in  Life.  It  is  therefore  our  common 
Concern,  both  to  do  Good  where  we  have  re- 
ceived it;  and  to  do  it  in  fuch  manner,  as 
may  beft  fecure  our  continuing  to  receive  it. 
But  they  more  efpecially,  who  are  now  raifing 
Fortunes  by  Commerce  with  our  American 
Settlements,  or  who  pofTefs  acquired  or  here- 
ditary Eflates,  of  which  that  Commerce  laid 
i  the 
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Hie  Foundation,  they  lliould  think  often,  how 
much  hath  accrued  to  them  from  the  Produce 
of  thefe  Colonies,  the  Country  of  thefe  In- 
dians>  the  Labour  of  thefe  Negroes ;  and  re- 
flect very  feridufly,  what  Returns,  pombly 
Juftice,  at  leaft  Gratitude^  and  in  many  Cafes 
Prudence  alfo,  as  well  as  Piety,  direct  them  to 
make. 

Some  perhaps  may  approve  one  Part  of  this 
tlndertaking  beyond  the  reft :  and  whatever 
they  give,  will  be  applied,  if  they  delire  it,  to 
that  alone.  Some  may  be  unwilling  to  let 
their  Benefactions  appear  :  and  fuch  may  with 
Eafe  tranfmit  them  privately :  the  Donation 
will  be  acknowledged,  the  Donor  unknown. 
But  though  Charity  given  in  fecret,  from  a 
Principle  of  Humility,  be  laudable  in  the 
htgheft  Degree ;  yet  when  the  Motive  is  Fear 
of  Ridicule  or  Cenfure  from  a  profane  Age, 
this  argues  a  Weaknefs  of  Mind,  very  dan- 
gerous to  thofe  who  are  influenced  by  it, 
and  very  prejudicial  to  Religion  :  which  can- 
not have  a  more  feafonable  Service  done  it, 
than  if  Perfons  of  Rank  and  Influence,  all 
Perfons  indeed,  who  inwardly  wi(h  well  to  it, 
would  openly  patronize  the  feveral  Defigns 
formed  to  promote  it. 

The  Defign  liow  before  us,  both  deferves 
and  requires  a  general  Co-operation,  to  pro- 
duce its  complete  Effect :  that  they  who  are 
able,  fnould  contribute  to  it,  in  Proportion  to 
L  their 
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their  Ability;  and  they  who  are  not,  fpeak 
well  of  it,  and  pray  for  it :  that  we  of  the  So- 
ciety (hould  be  vigilant  and  active,  prudent 
and  impartial  in  our  Adminiftration  :  that  Per- 
fons  in  Authority  abroad  fhould  countenance 
and  protect  the  Work ;  for  in  their  Power  it 
is,  to  forward  or  obftrucl:  it  very  greatly  : 
that  the  People  in  general  there,  fhould  not 
only  be  willing  to  let  all  under  them  and 
around  them  partake  of  the  Grace  of  Life  *, 
but  earneftly  invite  them  to  it,  'with  Meek- 
nefs  ofWifdom,  and  by  the  moft  prevalent  of 
Arguments,  a  good  Converfation  -(-.  But  be- 
yond the  reft  it  is  neceflary  for  every  one 
concerned  in  the  immediate  Execution  of  the 
Defign,  always  to  remember,  that  bad  as  it 
is  in  other  Teachers  of  the  Gofpel  to  behave 
in  a  manner  unworthy  of  their  Profeffion, 
it  will  be  yet  worfe  in  Them,  if  they  take  an 
uncommon  Character  upon  themfelves,  only 
to  difhonour  it ;  and  compafs  Sea  and  Land\, 
with  no  other  Effect,  than  to  make  God's 
Name  be  blafphemed  amongjl  the  Gentiles  ||  : 
that  They  ought  with  peculiar  Diligence  to 
follow  Right  eoufnejs,  Faith,  'Charity,  Peace '§; 
holding  faft  the  faithful  Word,  as  they  have 
been  taught,  that  they  may  be  able,  by  found 
Doftrine,  both  to  exhort  and  convince  the 
Gainfayers  f*;  that  they  ought  to  be  injlant, 
in  Sea/on,  out  of  Seafon ;  to  watch,  ejidure 

*   i  Pet.  Hi.  7^         f  James  iii.  13.          \  Matth.  xxiii.  15. 
||  Rom.  ii.  24.  §  2  Tim.  ii.  zz.        **  Tit.  i.  9. 
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ns,  and   make  full  Proof  of  their  Mi- 
niftry  *,  Chewing  tbemfehes  in  all  things  Pat- 
terns of^good  Works  -\-. 

Thefe  then  arc  our  feveral  Duties ;  and 
great  will  be  our  Reward  for  performing 
them.  Let  us  therefore,  each  in  his  Sta- 
tion, arife  and  be  doing:  and  the  Lord  be 
•tvith  us  J;  'io  3 

*  2  Tim.  iv.  2,  5.        t  Tit,  ii.  7.        J  t  Chronixxii.  i6v 
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SERMON    VII. 

Preached  in  the  Parifli-  Church  of 
Chrift- Church,  London ^  on  Thurf- 
day^  May  5,  1743,  being  the  Time 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting  of  the  Chil- 
dren educated  in  the  Charity-Schools, 
in  and  about  the  Cities  of  London 
and  Weflminfter. 

ROMANS   xiv.    16. 
Let  not  then  your  Good  be  evil fp  ok  en  of. 

AMONGST  many  Excellencies,  which 
unite  to  recommend  our  holy  Religion, 
there  are  few  that  {hew  its  benevolent  Spirit 
in  a  ftronger  Light,  than  its  requiring  us, 
not  only  to  abftain  from  every  Thing  finfui 
ourfelves,  but  carefully  to  avoid  giving  any  Oc- 
cafion  of  Sin  to  others*.  If  the  moft  inno- 
cent Action,  that  we  do,  will  be  thought  a 
wrong  one  by  any  of  our  Brethren ;  we  are 
ftriclly  bound,  either  to  emit  it  -j-,  if  we  can 
without  confiderable  Inconvenience ;  or  at  leafl 
to  guard  and  explain  it,  as  well  as  the  Nature 
of  the  Cafe  will  permit :  that  fo  we  may 

*  Rom.  xiv.  t  '  Cor.  via. 
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neither  tempt  him  to  cenfure  us  uncharitably, 
flor  to  imitate  us  againft  his  Confcience. 
The  former  of  thefe  is  the  Danger,  which 
the  Words  the  Text  moft  naturally  exprefs  : 
and  to  keep  clear  of  it,  is  a  Matter  of  great 
Importance. 

Attention  to  obviate  Cenfures  may  often 
prevent  Us  from  acting,  as  well  as  Others 
from  judging,  amifs.  And  where  we  act  ever 
fo  rightly,  yet  if  we  are  fufpected  of  erring, 
though  in  Circumftances  only,  and  feem  ne- 
gligent of  that  Sufpicion ;  it  may  grieve  good 
Perfons,  and  perhaps  weaken  their  Union  with 
us  -,  it  may  entirely  feparate  from  us  the  in- 
confiderate  and  wavering  -,  it  may  give  a  han- 
dle to  the  Bad  for  great  Triumph  and  Mifre- 
prefentation ;  and  both  incline  them  to  grow 
frill  worfe,  and  enable  them  to  do  frill  more 
Harm.  Whereas  prudent  Care,  firft  not  to 
deferve  Reproach,  and  then  not  to  lie  under  it, 
may  procure  us  Regard  from  Mankind,  by 
fhewing  Regard  to  them;  may  fecure  the  well- 
difpofed  on  our  Side,  and  furnilh  them  with 
the  Means  of  defending  us  ;  may  convince  even 
the  Prejudiced  of  fome  of  their  Miftakes,  and 
moderate  their  Vehemence  in  the  reft.  At 
leaft,  we  mall  thus  exercife  a  true  Chriftian 
Temper,  improve  ourfelves,  and  be  exemplary 
to  others. 

But  though  we  are  concerned  to  vindicate 

$U  our  Actions  from  injurious  Charges,  yet  our 
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virtuous  Actions  efpecially.  When  Things 
merely  lawful  are  condemned,  the  Damage 
may  be  fmall :  but  if  worthy  Deeds  are 
vilified,  Religion  fuffers  deeply.  And  there- 
fore, as  we  are  now  affembled  to  patronize 
a  Defign,  which  we  apprehend  to  be  a  very 
valuable  one,  but  which  fome  have  oppofed 
and  decried,  the  Erecting  of  Schools  for 
the  Children  of  the  Poor,  I  fhall  endeavour 
to  mew, 

I.  That  this  is  a  good  Work. 

II.  What  are  the  right  Methods,  to  pre- 
vent its  being  evilfpoken  of. 

III.  What  Courfe  we  are  to  take,  if  that 
cannot  be  prevented  entirely. 

Little  remains  to  be  faid  indeed  upon  any 
of  thefe  Points,  which  hath  not  been  faid  of- 
ten already.  But  if  Perfons  will  repeat  Ob- 
jections, the  Anfwers  muft  be  repeated  too. 
And  the  plaineft  Truths,  as  they  cannot  influ- 
ence at  all,  if  they  are  forgotten,  ought  to  in- 
fluence us  the  more,  not  the  lefs,  for  being 
frequently  inculcated, 

I.  Firfl  then  it  muft  be  {hewn,  that  this 
Method  of  giving  the  Children  of  the  Poor  -a 
Chriftian  Education,  is  a  good  Work. 

Now  if  we  believe  Chriflianity  true,  we 
irmft  believe  it  is  the  Way  to  eternal  Happi  - 
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nefs.  And  were  we  to  doubt  of  its  Truth, 
we  mult  notwithstanding  fee  it  is  the  Way  to 
p relent  Happinels.  For  it  confeffedly  teaches 
in  the  cleared  Manner,  and  inforces  by  the 
ftrongeft  Motives,  every  Thing  conducive  to 
private  and  public k  Welfare  :  and  nothing  elfe 
doth  ib.  Natural  Religion,  as  diftincr.  from 
Chriftianity,  whatever  Zeal  may  be  pretended 
for  it,  neither  hath  been,  nor  is  likely  to  be, 
ferioufly  propagated  :  nor  is  it  capable  of  car- 
rying in  it  the  Direction,  the  Encouragement, 
or  the  Terror,  that  Revelation  doth.  Virtue, 
without  Religion,  will  perpetually  be  modelled 
by  Peoples  Fancies,  and  overturned  by  their 
Paffions  and  Intereits,  for  want  of  the  Hopes 
and  Fears  of  Futurity  to  counterbalance  them. 
And  human  Laws,  the  only  Reflraint  befides, 
extend  but  to  a  fmall  Part  of  our  Behaviour : 
and  without  Principle,  they  will  be  faultily 
contrived,  and  remiilly  or  partially  executed  : 
Men  will  elude  them  in  fome  Cafes,  break 
through  them  at  all  Adventures  in  others; 
and  having  once  learnt  to  deipiie  Death,  as 
they  well  may  if  nothing  follows  it,  will 
have  little  Fear  of  what  the  Magiilrate  can 
inflict.  All  Ages  and  Nations  have  found 
thei'e  Things  true :  they  are  vilibly  ib  in 
pur  o\vn,  to  an  uncommon  Degree :  and 
Experience  joins  with  Reaibn  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  Scripture  points  out  the  only  Re- 
medy :  All  thy  Children  flail  be  taught  of  God, 
and  great  Jball  be  the  Peace  of  thy  Children  *. 

*  Jiai.Uv.  13. 
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If  then  the  Belief  of  Chriftianity  be  thus 
neceffary,  Inftrudtion  in  it  ought  to  be  early. 
The  abfolute  Ignorance,  in  which  we  are  born, 
and  the  Propenfity  we  manifeft  immediately, 
to  receive  Impreffions  from  what  we  fee  and 
hear,    are  an  evident  Proof  of  our  Maker's 
Defign,  that  we  mould  be  formed  by  Educa- 
tion into  what  we  are  to  be.     And  had  this 
jiever  been  negledred,  Error  and  Wickednefs 
had  never  prevailed.     Now  indeed,  iince  they 
have,  Inftruftion  will  in  moft  Places,  more  or 
lefs,  lead  Children  into  what  is  wrong.     But 
{till  it  is  the  fureft  Method  we   can   take,  to 
preferve  them  from   it.     Were  their  Friends 
to    teach    them  nothing,    would    their   own 
f  affions,    and   the   Companions   they    would 
choofe,  be  better  Tutors  ?  Their  Reafon  in- 
deed poffibly  might :  and  very  pofiibly  might 
not.     At  leafl  it  would  come  too  late,  and  be 
minded  too  little,  to  be  trufted  alone.     Where 
young  Perfons  are  taught  from  the  firil  ever  fo 
well,  and  governed  ever  fo  prudently,  it  doth 
pot  always   fucceed.      But  fuch  Care    muft 
afford  vaftly  greater  Hope,  than  if  they  are 
Jeft  to  themfelves  without  any,  till  bad  No- 
tions and  Cuftoms  have  taken  root,  till  their 
Appetites    are    grown  vehement,     and   their 
Tempers  ftubborn  ;  till  they  laugh  at  Advice, 
and  difdain  Authority.     If  then  we  would  pre- 
vent all  the  Mifery  fuch  Wretches  may  fuffer, 
all  the  Mifchief  they  may  do,  all  the  Burthens 
they  may  bring  on  Society  j  if  we  would  make 
$hem   ufeful  to   the  World,    and   happy  in 
a  them- 
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themfelves  -,  the  plain  Rule  is,  Train  them  up 
when  Children  in  the  Way  they  Jbould  go ;  and 
probably  when  they  are  old,  they  will  not  depart 
from  it  *. 

But  by  whom  {hall  this  be  done,  in  the 
Cafe  of  the  Poor  ?  Unqueftionably  it  is  the 
Duty  of  their  Parents.  But  many  of  them  are 
Orphans.  Many  have  Parents,  who  teach,  OF 
allow  them  to  be  taught,  all  manner  of  Evil ; 
and  moil  of  them  have  fuch  as  want  Leifure, 
or  Capacity,  or  Diligence,  to  teach  them  the 
Good,  which  they  ought ;  and  at  the  fame 
Time  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  pay  others 
for  teaching  them.  Great  Numbers  of  them 
indeed  are  removed  early  into  Families  of  bet- 
ter Rank.  But  how  very  little  ProfpecT:  there 
is  in  general,  that  more  Care  will  be  taken  of 
them  there,  than  their  neareft  Relations  took 
at  home,  I  need  not  fay.  Will  then  the  pub- 
lick  Inftruction  of  the  Church  fuffice  ?  But 
alas!  what  Multitudes  of  them  are  there,  that 
feldom  or  never  go  thither  ?  The  Laws  that 
require  it,  are  not  executed  :  their  Parents 
have  not  ufed  them  to  it :  their  Matters  are 
indifferent  about  it,  or  perhaps  make  it  diffi- 
cult to  them  :  and  what  wonder,  if  in  thefe 
Circumftances  the  poor  Creatures  negledr,  it  ? 
Befides,  there  is  fome  Degree  of  previous 
Knowledge  requifite  to  their  attending  pub- 
lick  Worfhip  to  good  Effedt.  And  the  Mi- 
,  were  they  always  duly  fent  to  him, 

*  ^rov.  ?xii.  6. 
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cannot  alone  ground  them  fufficiently  in  the 
firft  Elements  of  that  Knowledge;  nor  in 
larger  Parifhes  make  any  confiderable  Advance 
towards  it. 

What  further  Provifion  might  be  made 
in  this  important  Affair,  either  by  enacting 
new  Laws,  or  enforcing  the  old  ones,  is  not 
a  Point  to  be  confidered  here  :  but  only,  what 
can  be  attempted  by  private  Zeal  and  Pru- 
dence ;  the  Laws  and  the  Execution  of  them 
continuing  fuch  as  they  are,  and  probably 
ydll  be. 

Now  as  to  Perfons  in  higher  Circumftances : 
they  muft  and  will  be  left  to  themfelves,  tq 
educate  their  Youth  juft  as  they  pleafej  and 
they,  and  we,  muft  take  the  Confequences. 
But  the  Poor  are  many  of  them  defirous  to 
have  theirs  educated  rightly.  And  moft  of 
them  may  be  induced  to  it  by  thofe  additional 
Encouragements,  of  cloathing  and  fitting  them 
for  Bufinefs,  which  are  fingly  very  excellent 
Charities,  and,  joined  with  religious  Inftruclion, 
make  a  very  complete  one.  Surely  there  can. 
be  no  Doubt  then,  whether  a  Method  fo  beneT 
ficiaj  every  Way,  to  the  Children,  the  Parents, 
the  Publick,  ihould  be  joyfully  embraced.  The 
wifeft  and  bed  of  antient  Legislators  and  Philo- 
Jbphers,  have  all  prefcribed  a  ftri£t  Education 
of  Youth,  as  the  Foundation  of  every  Thing 
good.  Both  the  Jewifh  and  Chrifiian  Inftitu- 
tions  abfolutely  enjoin  it.  In  Proteflant  CounT 
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tries  abroad,  Teachers  are  univerfally  provided 
for  the  Children  of  the  Poor ;  who  are  in  mofi 
Places  bound  by  Law  to  become  their  Scho- 
lars *.  Our  Governors  at  home,  both  in 
Church  and  State,  with  the  whole  Body  of 
ferious  Perfons  of  all  Denominations,  have 
{hewn  their  Approbation  of  this  Defign.  The 
only  Perfon,  who  hath  attempted  publickly 
to  prove  it  hurtful,  hath  attempted,  in  the 
fame  Book,  to  prove  Vice  a  public  Benefit'^. 
I  know  but  one  Author  more  of  the  leaft  Note, 
who  hath  declared  againft  thefe  Schools  :  and 
He  fairly  acknowledges,  that,  "  under  a  pro- 
"  per  Regulation,  fomething  like  them  may 
"  be  commendable  J,"  though  he  was  led,  by 
unhappy  Prejudices  and  falfe  Reports,  to  in- 
veigh with  great  Bitternefs  againft  the  Conduct 
of  them. 

II.  Let  us  therefore  enquire,  in  ihefecond 
Place,  what  are  the  true  Methods  to  prevent 
this  good  Work  from  being  evilfpoken  of. 

Now  thefe  in  general  muft  be,  Giving  nq 
Qccalion  for  juft  Objections  -,  and,  Returning 
fufficient  Anfwers  to  unjuft  ones,  Undoubt- 
edly the  former  is  the  main  Thing.  For 
wrong  Conduct  neither  can  nor  ought  to  be 
defended -,  and  right  Conduct  will  in  a  great 
Meafure  defend  itfelf :  yet  not  fo  entirely,  but 

*  See  the  Dean  of  Peterborough's  Sermon  at  the  Meeting  of 
tliefe  Children,  1740,  p.  23, 

t  Fubleof  the  Bees.  J  CATO'S  Letters,  N°  133. 
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that  a  feafonable  Vindication  may  be  neeefTary 
for  the  beft  Caufe.  I  {hall  therefore  endeavour 
to  fet  forth  jointly,  What  ought  to  be  done ; 
and,  where  any  Accufation  worth  Notice  hath 
been  brought,  What  is  done,  fb  far  as  I 
have  been  able  to  learn,  in  the  Choice,  the 
Management,  and  the  Difpofal  of  thefe  Chil- 
dren, 

i ,  The  Liberty  of  choofmg  fit  Objects  for 
this  Charity  is  a  great  Advantage,  which  Hof- 
pitals  for  Foundlings  have  not ;  and  mould  be 
ufed  with  great  Uprightnefs  and  Difcretion. 
If  we  admit  thofe,  whofe  Parents  or  other 
near  Friends  are  able  and  likely  to  give  them 
a  proper  Education  j  we  divert  the  Bounty, 
which  we  undertake  to  direct,  from  fuch  as 
need  it :  and  there  is  but  too  much  ground  to 
apprehend,  that  fome  who  have  no  Need  may 
requeft  our  Affiftance,  If  we  fend  ir*  Chil- 
dren to  be  maintained  at  a  common  Charge, 
whom  we  mould  elfe  have  brought  up  at  our 
own  :  this  is  burthening  the  School  to  eafe 
ourfelves ;  and  poffibly,  receiving  more  from 
it,  than  we  contribute  to  it.  And  if  we  allow 
the  Recommendations  of  powerful  Friends,  or 
the  Entreaties  of  Dependants,  to  engage  us  in 
undue  Preferences  :  it  is  purchafing  Favour 
from  the  one,  or  the  falfe  Reputation  of 
Good-nature  from  the  other,  at  the  Expence 
of  our  Character  as  faithful  Stewards. 

The  next  Confideration,  after  the  Neceffities 
pf  the  Children,  mould  be  their  Fitnefs :  both 

ef 
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of  Miiid,  to  jtake  in  the  Inftruction,  which 
they  are  to  have ;  and  of  Body,  to  go  through 
the  Bufmefs,  for  which  they  are  defigned  : 
otherwife  the  Pains  and  Money,  fpent  upon 
them,  may  be  quite  thrown  away. 

Where  thefe  Things  are  equal,  or  nearly  fo  5 
the  Offspring  of  induftrious  and  good  Perfons, 
ordinarily  fpeaking,  {hould  be  lure  of  Ad- 
muTion  before  others  :  both  as  the  Profpedr.  of 
Succefs  with  them  is  much  fairer,  and  as  their 
Parents  may  juilly  expect  the  Comfort  of  hav- 
ing this  Diftinction  fhewn  them  by  the  pro- 
feSed  Patrons  of  Religion  and  Virtue ;  which 
will  alfo  partake  of  the  Encouragement  and 
Countenance,  that  They  receive.  Yet  if  the 
Fund,  intrufted  with  us,  can  be  extended 
further,  to  the  Families  of  negligent,  or  even 
grofsly  wicked  Creatures :  as  they  certainly 
want  Inftruclion  more,  fo  we  ought  not  to 
defpair  of  their  improving  by  it.  If  they  can 
be  kept,  for  any  conliderable  Time,  feparat-e 
from  their  wretched  Friends  -y  though  the  Coft 
will  be  greater,  yet  the  Advantage  is  fo  vifibley 
both  in  Speculation  and  in  Fadt  *,  that  very 
much  Good  might  be  expected  from  this  Me- 
thod, were  it  more  practifed.  But  even  if 
they  cannot  be  feparated,  yet  what  they  learn 
at  School  will  be  forne  Antidote  againft  what 
they  fee  at  Home :  beiides  that  bad  Parents 
will  often  affift  the  Endeavours,,  -that  are  ufed 

*  Particularly  in  the  Girls  School,  belonging  to  the  Parifh 
Of  St.  James,  WeRminJltr. 
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td  keep  their  Children  from  becoming  like 
them ;  and  now  and  then  have  been  mamed 
and  reformed  by  them,  inftead  of  corrupting 
them.  This  kind  Provifion  may  indeed  make 
fome  Parents  only  the  more  idle  and  extrava:- 
gant :  and  fo  may  that  of  Parochial  Relief;  or 
of  Hofpitals  for  the  Sick.  But  for  the  moil 
Part,  they  who  are  thus  worthlefs,  would  be 
equally  fo,  if  all  thefe  Benefactions  were 
abolimed.  The  fame  fort  of  Perfons  neglected 
their  Children,  before  Charity  Schools  were 
known,  who  do  it  now.  And  it  is  great 
Mercy  to  the  poor  young  Creatures,  to  enable 
them  to  fay  :  When  my  Father  and  my  Mo- 
ther for  fake  me,  the  Lord  taketh  me  up  *, 

2.  In  the  Management  of  thefe  Children,  as 
teaching  them  Religion  is  the  chief  Thing- 
propofed,  fo  it  ought  to  employ  the  chief  At- 
tention :  which  it  may  without  Hindrance, 
indeed  with  Advantage,  to  the  other  Parts  of 
their  Education.  In  order  to  this  End,  get- 
ting by  Heart  their  Catechifm,  and  their 
Prayers,  and  fele<ft  Portions  of  Scripture,  is  a 
Step  by  no  Means  to  be  omitted  or  defpifed. 
For  Experience  hath  taught  the  Need  of  fix- 
ing thus  in  their  Memories  at  firfr,  what  their 
Underftandings  will  afterwards  ripen  gradually 
to  comprehend.  But  if  this  one  Step  be  mif- 
taken  for  the  Whole  ,•  they  may  be  brought 
up  in  all  the  Form  of  Religion,  with  fcarce 
any  Meaning  accompanying  it.  And  though 

*  Pfal.  xxvii.  1 2. 
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very  general  and  confufed  Sentiments  of  Piety 
and  Duty  may  often  be  of  great  Ufe,  both  in 
direcling  and  refhraining  Perfons :  yet  fome- 
times  it  is  poffible  they  may  do  Harm ;  and 
more  diftinc~t  ones  cannot  fail  of  being,  in  Pro- 
portion, more  fafe  and  beneficial.  Their 
Teachers  therefore  mould  very  carefully  ex- 
plain to  them,  as  foon  and  as  clearly  as  they  can, 
every  Thing  which  they  oblige  them  to  repeat ; 
and  make  proper  Trials,  from  Time  to  Time, 
of  their  apprehending,  as  well  as  remember- 
ing, what  they  are  taught :  in  which  Branch 
of  their  Work  they  may  be  greatly  arnfted, 
partly  by  fome  of  the  printed  ExpoMtions, 
with  which  they  mould  always  be  furnifhed; 
and  partly  by  informing  themfelves,  what  Me- 
thods are  taken  in  the  neighbouring  Schools 
of  beft  Repute.  Another  very  advantageous 
and  very  pleafing  Way  of  increafing  their  Ac- 
quaintance with  Religion,  would  be,  turning 
their  Attention,  as  they  read  the  Bible,  to  the 
more  ufeful  Parts  of  its  Hiftory,  by  familiar 
and  fhort  Remarks  upon  them ;  fuch  as  their 
Inilruclors  can  make,  and  They  can  enter  in- 
to, without  Difficulty.  Nor  would  it  be  at 
all  a  hard  Matter,  by  the  Help  of  almoft  any 
one  of  the  fmall  Pieces  written  of  late  in  De- 
fence of  Christianity,  to  give  them  fo  much 
Infight  into  the  Grounds  and  Evidences  of  it, 
as  will  furnidi  them  with  much  better  Reafons 
for  believing,  than  they  will  ever  have  for 
difbelieving  it.  And  as  this  is,  at  all  Times, 
a  Piece  of  Juflice  due  to  reafonable  Creatures ; 
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fo  it  is,  at  the  prefent  Time,  peculiarly  neccf- 
lary  to  a  moft  unhappy  Degree. 

The  Knowledge,  thus  inftilled,  muft  be 
conftantly  applied  to  the  producing  of  fuitable 
Difpofitions.  And  above  all,  there  mufl  be 
diligently  imprinted  on  their  Hearts  a  deep 
Reverence  of  God,  as  the  Almighty  and  all- 
feeing  Ruler  of  the  World ,  who  hath  given 
fuch  Laws  to  Men,  as  He  knows  are  necerTary 
for  their  Good  -y  and  will  make  us  everlafting- 
.ly  happy  or  miferable,  as  we  obey  or  tranf- 
grefs  them.  This  is  a  Principle,  which  will 
operate  from  the  firft,  on  every  Capacity,  in 
every  Cafe :  will  make  Duty  appear  impor- 
tant, and  Sin  dreadful :  will  teach  them  to  feel 
the  Infufficiency  of  their  natural  Strength,  and 
to  rejoice  mod  heartily  in  the  Grace  of  the 
Gofpel;  to  be  iincere  and  earneft  in  their 
Prayers,  regular  and  watchful  in  their  Lives, 
and  through  the  whole  of  their  Courfe  mind- 
ful of  the  End  *. 

Conftant  Attendance  on  publick  Worfhip 
is  one  ineftimable  Benefit,  which  this  Educa- 
tion fecures  to  Children.  And  to  render  it  as 
ufeful  to  them  as  poffible,  they  mould  be  dili- 
gently taught,  and  I  doubt  not  but  they  are, 
to  approach  the  Houfe  of  God  with  the  utmoft 
^Serioufnefs,  to  hearken  reverently  to  his  Word 
read  and  preached,  and  perform  their  Part  of 
the  Liturgy  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  may  beft  en- 

*  See  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Sodar  and  Mans  Sermon,  preached 
On  the  lame  Occafion  with  this,  in  the  Year  1724. 
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gage  their  own  Attention  j  and  yet  give  others 
no  Disturbance,  by  the  Noife  of  their  Refpon- 
fes,  or  the  Loudnefs  of  their  Singing:  con- 
cerning which  Particulars,  exprefs  Directions 
have  been  given  by  the  Truftees.  The  Indif- 
cretion  of  teaching  them  difficult  and  unufual 
Tunes  is,  I  hope,  nearly  corrected  every  where. 
But  a  reafonable  Degree  of  Skill  in  the  com- 
mon ones,  will  be  a  needful  Support  of  the 
Harmony  of  the  Congregation,  a  Means  of 
familiarizing  good  Thoughts  to  their  Minds, 
and  of  making  Divine  Service  more  cheerful 

O 

and  pleafing  to  them  :  which  they  mould  be 
engaged  by  every  Motive  to  frequent,  as  1'ong 
as  they  live :  elfe  all  that  they  have  been 
taught  will  foon  wear  out;  and  the  Lord's 
Day  become  the  moft  ruinous,  inftead  of  the 
moft  beneficial,  Part  of  their  Time. 

It  muft  be  expected,  that  we  mould  recom- 
mend to  thefe  Children  the  Faith  and  Worfhip 
of  our  own  Communion,  as  all  other  Chriftians 
do:  and  teach  them  that  Refpedt  to  the  Church 
that  they  are  Members  of,  and  the  Ministers 
who  officiate  in  it,  which  the  Scripture  *  in 
very  ftrong  Terms  requires  they  mould  have. 
But  all  this  both  may  and  ought  to  be  done 
with  fuch  Temper  and  Prudence,  as  not  in  the 
leaft  to  ferve  the  Purpofes  of  Superftition  and 
Uncharitablenefs,  or  civil  or  religious  Tyran- 
ny ;  but  of  true  Piety  and  Virtue  alone : 
which  they  will  never  learn  from  thofe,  of 

*  Matt,  xviii,  17.     i  ThefT.  v.  12,  13.     Heb  xiii.  17. 
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whom  they  think  either  ill  or  meanly.  And 
whatever  Defigns  of  carrying  Things  further, 
have  been  either  juftly  or  unjuftly  fufpec~ledr 
fome  Time  ago,  in  fome  few  Cafes  ;  yet  there 
doth  not  appear  any  Ground  of  Sufpicion  re- 
maining. And  as  I  believe  no  Set  of  Clergy, 
fince  the  World  became  Chriftian,  were  ever 
fo  fully  and  generally  convinced,  as  ours  at 
prefent,  of  the  Wickednefs  and  Folly  of  mak- 
ing Attempts  upon  the  Liberties  of  Mankind  ; 
fo  every  obferving  Perfon  muft  fee,  that  this 
Danger  is  far  from  being  an  imminent,  or  an 
increafing  one.  Tragical  Fears,  it  muft  be 
owned,  were  entertained,  or  pretended,  at  firft, 
of  the  immoderate  Power,  which  the  Inftitu- 
tion  of  thefe  Schools  would  give  us.  But 
Time  and  Experience  have  thoroughly  (hewn, 
how  very  little  Reafon  there  was,  on  any  fuch 
Account,  either  for  Us  to  be  fond  of  the 
Scheme,  or  the  Laity  jealous  of  it.  The 
Enemies  of  Religion  indeed  will  of  courfe  ex- 
claim againft  the  Greatnefs  of  our  Influence, 
even  whilft  they  defpife  us  for  the  Smallnefs 
of  it :  but  all  others  may  furely  fee  Caufe  to 
wim,  that  we  had  much  more  than  we  have,, 
for  good  Purpofes;  and  God  forbid  we  (hould 
either  defire  or  ufe  any,  to  promote  bad 
ones. 

Next  after  the  Duties,  that  we  owe  to  our 
Maker,  Chriftianity  requires  Obedience  to  our 
earthly  Governors.  And  the  Government  with 
which  we  are  now  bleifcd,  is  fo  neceffary  for 
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the  Prefervation  of  every  Thing  valuable  to 
us,  that  all  Perfons  of  all  Ranks  fhould  be 
habituated  from  their  earlieft  Years  to  pray  for 
it,  and  honour  it,  and  live  contentedly  and 
thankfully  under  it :  but  thofe  of  low  Rank 
particularly,  to  be  quiet,  and  do  their  own  Bu- 
Jinefs  *  ;  not  exercijing  tbemfehes  in  Matters  too 
high  for  them  -j~.     And  if  this  Rule  were  either 
tranfgrefled,  or  negle&ed,  by  the  Directors  or 
Teachers  of  our  Chanty  Schools ;  it  would  be 
an  infuperable  Objection,  fo  long   as  it  con- 
tinued, againft  encouraging  fuch  of  them,  as 
were  thus  fundamentally  mifmanaged.    But  in- 
deed there  hath  been  found,  on  repeated  En- 
quiry, very  good  Reafon  to  be  fatisfied,  that 
the  Faults  of  this  Kind,  which  there  might  be 
once,  never  reached  far,  and  have  been  long 
ago  reformed.     The  Imputation  therefore  now 
would  be  grievoufly  unjuft :  but  there  cannot 
be  too  ftricl  a  Caution  to  avoid  all  Appearance, 
not  only  of  Difloyalty,  but  of  every  Party  Re- 
gard of  every  Sort,  in  the  whole  Conducl  of 
this   Defign  :  for  much  of  its  Support,  and 
much  of  its  Benefit,  abfolutely  depends  upon 
that  one  Thing. 

Together  with  the  Habits  of  Religion  and 
Obedience  to  lawful  Authority,  thefe  Children 
mould  be  taught  every  other,  that  is  ufeful  and 
good.  Their  Moral  Behaviour,  a  Point  of 
vaftly  more  Confequence  than  their  Learning, 
mould  be  diligently  watched,  both  in  the 

*  i  TheC  iv.  i  x  f  Pfal.  cxxxi.  i . 
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School,  and  as  much  as  poffible  out  of  it  too ; 
for  which  Purpofe  they  are  diftinguifhed  by  a 
peculiar  Drefs  :  and  their  Parents  fliould  be 
earneftly  warned,  not  to  undo  what  their  In- 
ftrudors  are  doing.  Ill-humour,  Idlenefs, 
Indecency,  Lying,  Diflionefty,  Profanenefs, 
fhould  be  feverely  punifhed  as  often  as  they 
are  obferved  :  and  if  any  of  them  corrupts  the 
reft,  or  appears  incorrigible  himfelf,  he  mould 
be  immediately  difmiffed  ;  and  no  falie  Ten- 
dernefs,  or  mean-fpirited  Fear  of  difobliging, 
fliewn,  either  by  Teachers  or  Truftees.  For 
maintaining  the  Credit  of  a  School,  is  the 
fure  Way  of  providing  for  the  Support  of  it. 

But  particularly  Humility  fliould  be  infKlled 
into  them  with  fingular  Care.  They  fhould 
underftand,  that  the  loweft  of  thofe,  whom 
their  own  Parents  maintain,  are  for  that  very 
Reafon  Their  Superiors  :  and  that  no  Educa- 
tion, given  as  an  Alms,  can  be  a  Ground  for 
thinking  highly  of  themfelves.  Their  Ufage 
in  all  Refpects  fliould  be  anfwerable  to  fuch 
Leflbns.  Cleanlinefs  fliould  be  required  of 
them,  as  far  as  ever  their  Employments  allow 
it:  but  no  extraordinary  Provifion  fliould  be 
made  for  it,  nor  the  leaft  Affectation  of  Nicety 
tolerated  in  either  Sex.  Their  Cloaths  fhould 
be  no  better,  if  fo  good,  as  they  may  hope  to 
wear  all  the  reft  of  their  Lives;  no  Gaiety  of 
Colour,  no  trifling  Ornaments  permitted  j  nor 
any  Diftinclion  between  them  and  other  Chil- 
dren, in  which  they  can  poffibly  be  tempted 
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to  take  Pleafure.  If  they  are  fed  :  their  Food 
fhould  be  of  the  coarfeft  Sort,  and  not  more 
than  enough.  If  they  are  lodged  :  it  mould 
be  in  a  manner,  that  is  fuitable  to  every  Thing 
elfe.  For,  befides  that  Frugality  is  a  moft 
important  Branch  of  Faithfulnefs  in  the  Ma- 
nagement of  Charities,  it  is  good  that  they 
foould  bear  the  Yoke  in  their  Youth  * ;  be 
inured  to  the  Treatment  they  muft  expect  to 
receive  :  and  wrong-judged  Indulgence  is  the 
greater!  Cruelty,  that  can  be  exercifed  towards 
them. 

Thefe  Things,  with  others  to  be  mentioned 
in  their  due  Places,  require  much  Diligence 
and  Prudence,  but,  if  poffible,  yet  more  Piety 
and  Serioufnefs,  in  their  Matters  and  Miftreffes. 
If  they  have  the  Religion  and  Morals  of  their 
Children  at  Heart ;  they  will  find  Means,  with 
moderate  Abilities,  and  few  and  artlefs  Words, 
to  give  them  a  ftrong  Tindture  of  both.  But 
if  they  are  lukewarm,  and  indifferent  about 
the  Matter  ;  they  will  take  little  Pains,  and  be 
little  minded  ;  and  nothing  will  be  learnt,  be- 
yond a  few  Forms.  Therefore  in  the  Choice 
of  them,  not  their  Poverty,  not  the  Recom- 
mendation of  others,  not  our  own  Deiire  of 
ferving  them,  fhould  determine  us  :  but  mere- 
ly their  Fitnefs  in  thefe  principal  Points ;  for 
the  Want  of  which,  no  Qualifications  elfe, 
either  natural  or  acquired,  can  ever  compen- 
fdte.  Nor  is  chooiing  them  difcreetly  by  any 

*  Lam.  iii.  27. 
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means  fufficient,  without  fuperintending  them 
continually  afterwards ;  to  examine  what  Pro- 
grefs  is  made  under  them;  to  excite  or  re- 
train, to  praife  or  reprove,  to  lupport  or  dif- 
mifs  them,  as  their  Behaviour  fhall  give 
Caufe. 

The  Minifters  of  their  feveral  Parimes,  I 
believe,  do  not  fail,  as  Occafion  offers,  to 
countenance  and  affift  them,  in  the  religious 
Part  of  their  Work  efpecially.  And  would 
they  beftow  pretty  frequently  fome  kind  Advice 
both  upon  Them  and  their  Scholars ;  the  good 
Confluences  of  it  might  reach  further,  than 
at  the  firft  View  may  appear.  For  if  being 
taught  their  Duty  makes  theie  Children  vifibly 
better ;  other  Perfons,  it  may  be  hoped,  will 
teach  theirs  alfo  :  but  if  it  doth  not,  a  hafty 
Conclufion  will  immediately  be  drawn  by  too 
many,  that  Religion  doth  Harm,  or  at  leaft 
no  Good. 

One  great  Help,  both  to  the  Under/landing 
and  Praclifing  of  Religion,  is,  being  able  to 
Read.  The  Will  of  God  is  contained  in  his 
written  Word :  and  why  have  we  it  in  our 
Mother  Tongue,  but  that  all  may  be  acquaint- 
ed with  it  ?  We  are  often  reminded,  that 
Perfons  ought  to  judge  for  themfelves :  this  is 
qualifying  them  for  it.  By  the  Means  of 
pious  Books,  which  that  excellent  Society  for 
Promoting  Chrlftian  Knowledge,  amongft  their 
many  other  good  Works,  have  provided  for 
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ihe  Poor  at  very  cheap  Rates,  they  who  can 
read,  may  have  at  all  Times  plain  and  familiar 
Inductions  and  Warnings,  concerning  each 
Part  of  their  Duty,  which  they  can  review  at 
every  leifure  Hour,  dwell  upon  frequently, 
and  fix  in  their  Hearts.  Many  of  them  can- 
not attend  on  publick  Service  near  Ib  often  as 
they  would  :  reading  will  make  them  fome 
Amends  for  this.  Many  grow  infenfibly  ne- 
gligent and  thoughtlefs  :  reading  will  awaken 
them,  andjlrengthtn  the  Things  that-  remain, 
And  are  ready  to  die  *.  They  may  indeed 
learn  Wickednefs  from  Books  :  but  they  may 
alfo  learn  full  as  much  of  it  without  them,  by 
the  Difcourfe  which  they  hear  every  Day. 
And  as  good  Books  will  be  put  into  the  Hands 
of  thefe  Children  firft,  and  teach  them  to  ab- 
hor bad  ones,  and  enable  them  to  fpend  their 
Time  agreeably  and  profitably  alone,  and 
bring  them  of  confequence  neither  to  need  nor 
love  dangerous  Company :  there  can  be  no 
Doubt  in  their  Cafe,  on  which  Side  the  Bene- 
fit lies.  But,  befides  religious  Advantage's, 
being  able  to  read  is  of  very  great  Ufe  in  all 
common  Bufmefs  :  and  fcarce  any  Body  hath 
Servants  who  are  unable,  but  on  one  Occafion 
or  another  he  finds  confiderable  Inconve- 
niencies  from  it  :  which  is  likewife  the  Cafe 
of  Writing  and  Accounts.  If  indeed  the  poorer 
Sort  were  to  be  carried  on  fo  far  in  the  two 
laft  Accomplishments,  as  to  give  them  an  Ex- 
peclation  of  living  by  their  Pen  5  it  would 

*  Rev.  iii.  2. 
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neither  be  Chanty  nor  Prudence,  but  only 
diftrefling  their  Betters  :  amongft  whom  there 
are  Multitudes  of  Perfons  thus  qualified,  ready 
at  all  Times  for  Employment.  But  fome  low 
Pegree  of  Skill  in  this  Way  is  already  too  com- 
mon, either  to  make  Them  grow  vain,  or 
others  murmur  at  them  :  and  the  more  it  ap- 
proaches towards  being  univerfal,  the  fmaller 
will  be  the  Danger,  and  the  greater  the  Bene- 
fit. In  Country  Villages  indeed  Writing  may 
be  lefs  needful :  and  poffibly  may  turn  the 
Minds  of  the  Children,  or  of  their  Parents  for 
them,  to  fome  other  Bufmefs  than  Hufbandry. 
And  therefore  in  liich  Places,  it  may  perhaps 
be  as  well  omitted ;  and  I  believe  commonly 
is.  But  Reading  muft  be  ferviceable  in  all 
Places.  For  however  ufelefs  or  hurtful  to 
Perfons  in  low  Life  the  higher  kind  of  Im- 
provements may  be ;  which  is  a  Point  moil 
abfurdly  laboured  in  fpeaking  againft  Charity 
Schools,  where  no  fuch  Things  are  taught : 
yet  enabling  the  meanefl  People  to  carry  on 
their  Bufmefs  more  commodioufly,  and  know 
their  Duty  more  throughly,  (the  almofl:  only 
Ufes  they  will  ever  find  for  their  Learning,  if 
religioufly  educated)  muft  furely  have  a  Ten- 
dency to  make  them  better,  not  worfe.  Ig- 
norance and  Stupidity,  for  which  fome,  though 
unwilling  to  own  it,  have  pleaded  firenuoufly 
on  this  Occafion  *,  who  on  others  accufe  the 
Clergy  as  the  great  Promoters  of  them,  are 

*  See   A-n   Efay  on    Charity   and   Charity   Schools,  pag.  304, 
353.  37°. 
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neither  Virtues,  nor  Friends  to  Virtue.  On 
the  contrary,  moft  of  thofe  are  abundantly 
ivife  to  do  Ei'it,  ivbo  to  do  Good  have  no  Know- 
ledge*. 

But  flill,  as  Work  is  what  all  thefe  Chil- 
dren are  deftined  for,  it  mould  be  conftantly 
had  in  view  :  and  they  £hould  enter  upon  it 
whilft  they  are  at  School,  if  pofllble.  It  will 
make  them  ufeful  at  prefent,  and  both  able 
and  willing  to  work  afterwards.  It  will  put 
vain  and  idle  Fancies  out  of  their  Heads ;  and 
mew  all  the  World,  what  is  really  aimed  at. 
It  will  lilence  the  principal  Objection  of  Ene- 
mies, and  remove  the  only  Scruple  of  many 
true  Friends.  Accordingly,  for  fome  Years 
paft,  it  hath  been  ftrongly  inflfted  on  by  al- 
moft  every  Preacher  upon  the  Subject  ;  warm- 
ly recommended  by  the  worthy  Society  before- 
mentioned,  who  were  the  firit  Authors  of 
this  whole  Defign:  and  is,  I  doubt  not,  as 
earneflly  defired  by  the  Truflees,  as  it  can  be 
by  the  Publick ;  whofe  Expectations  are  per- 
fectly reafonable,  excepting  that  they  are  a 
little  too  impatient. 

Many  right  and  excellent  Undertakings  are 
furrounded  with  vaftly  more  Difficulties  in  the 
Execution,  than  immediately  mew  themfelves. 
Truftees  of  Leifure  and  Activity  to  attempt 
fuch  a  Change,  and  of  Skill  and  Intereft 
enough  to  conduct  it  with  Succefs,  cannot  be 

*  Jer.  iv.  22. 
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had  in  an  Inftant  for  every  School.  Matters 
and  Miftrefles,  very  valuable  in  other  Refpects, 
may  be  unqualified  in  this,  or  too  fully  em- 
ployed already  to  undertake  more :  adding 
fupernumerary  ones  would  be  chargeable ;  and 
fubftituting  better  upon  the  Whole,  may  at 
prefent  be  impracticable.  Doubts  alfo  may 
arife,  on  very  juft  Grounds,  what  Work  to 
try.  Children  are  not  fit  for  all  Sorts  :  Manu- 
factures proper  for  them  are  not  ready  at  Hand 
every  where  :  and  fetting  up  fuch  on  purpofe, 
as  would  require  any  confiderable  Number  of 
them,  might  be  an  Expence  and  a  Rifque  very 
imprudent,  on  fo  uncertain  a  Fund  as  Charity. 
Befides,  where  Manufactures,  which  might 
be  fuitable  to  them,  are  eftablifhed,  the  Work- 
men concerned  in  them  can  ufually  fupply 
them  very  fully  with  their  own  Children  :  and 
heavy  Complaints  would  be  made,  and  many 
Contributions  withdrawn,  if  others  interfered 
to  take  the  Bread  out  of  their  Mouths.  It  is 
faid  indeed,  that  Hands  are  wanting :  but  the 
Truth  is,  Employments  are  wanting  in  moft 
Places,  for  thefe  very  young  Creatures.  Their 
Parents  can  make  no  Profit  of  them  :  elfe 
they  certainly  would,  inftead  offending  them 
to  School.  The  Parifli  Workhoufes  can  few 
of  them  find  any  Work  for  the  Children 
brought  up  in  them,  that  turns  to  Account. 
And 'moft  unhappily,  feveral  of  thefe  Difficul- 
ties are  the  greateft  in  this  City  :  where  yet 
the  Number  of  thofe,  who  want  fuch  a  Pro^ 
vifton,  is  and  mud  be  the  largeft, 

I  How- 
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However,  till  fuller  Employment  can  be 
had  for  them,  they  are  much  better  employed 
at  School,  than  they  would  be  elfe.  How  are 
other  poor  Children,  whether  maintained  by 
their  Parents  or  the  publick  Rates,  fpending 
their  Time  ?  Vifibly,  the  moft  Part  of  them, 
neither  in  doing  nor  learning  any  one  Thing 
that  is  good  ;  but  as  much  of  the  contrary,  as 
ever  they  will  and  can  :  whilft  thefe  are  kept, 
all  of  them  in  a  conilderable  Degree,  and  fuch 
as  are  lodged  at  their  Schools,  entirely,  from 
bad  Company  and  bad  Habits ;  from  which 
their  Parents  have  not  Leifure  to  keep  them, 
if  they  had  always  Inclination  :  they  are  ac- 
cuftomed  to  Application  and  Confinement,  to 
Orderlinefs  and  Obedience  ;  which  will  great- 
ly prepare  them  for  keeping  clofe  to  Work 
hereafter  :  they  are  bred  up  in  the  Precepts  of 
honeft  Induftry :  they  have  it  upon  their  Minds 
from  the  fi  rft,  that  they  are  to  get  their  Living 
that  Way,  and  no  other ;  and  they  are  at  laft 
all  put  out  to  it. 

Surely  thefe  Confederations  muft  have  the 
Effed:,  on  all  thinking  Perfons,  of  reftraining 
their  Cenfures,  though  by  no  means  their 
Wifhes.  For  it  is  both  to  be  wimed  moft 
ardently,  and  endeavoured  moft  heartily,  that 
every  Obftacle  to  fo  excellent  an  Improvement, 
as  that  of  introducing  Work,  may  as  foon  as 
poilible  be  every  where  overcome.  This  is 
not  a  Thing,  which  You,  who  are  the  Ma- 
nagers of  thefe  Charities,  are  driven  into ;  and 
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excufing  yourfelves  from  it,  as  long  as  you  can. 
You  very  well  know,  how  important  a  Duty 
Induftry  is.  You  neither  have,  nor  can  have, 
any  Inducement  to  difcourage  it  in  this  Cafe  ; 
but  all  the  Reafon  in  the  World  to  the  con- 
trary :  and  fuch,  as  abfurdly  clamour  againft 
you,  would  give  a  much  better  and  very  wel- 
come Proof  of  their  Zeal,  if  they  would  aflift 
you,  and  {hare  the  Difficulties  of  the  Attempt 
with  you.  But,  without  waiting  for  what  is 
fo  little  to  be  expected,  there  are  fome  Schools, 
where  the  Children  do  work  :  why  may  not 
their  Methods  and  Regulations  be  inquired 
into,  and  imitated  by  others  ?  All  the  new 
ereded  Schools  in  Ireland  join  Labour  with 
Inftruction :  probably  fomething  might  be 
learnt  from  Them.  Perfons  of  Experience  in 
various  Kinds  of  Bufmefs  in  this  great  City, 
could  furely,  fome  of  them,  fuggeft  what  at 
leaft  would  deferve  Trial.  For  the  Girls 
efpecially  one  mould  think  Employment  might 
be  found  ;  and  for  mod  of  them,  I  believe, 
is :  complete  Employment,  where  they  live 
together ;  and  where  they  do  not,  a  good 
deal;  in  making,  for  Inftance,  their  own  and 
others  coarfe  Cloaths.  For  as  to  fine  Work 
of  any  Sort,  it  would  be  railing  them  above 
the  Rank,  for  which  they  are  intended ;  and 
might  therefore  be  a  worfe  and  more  lading 
Miichief,  than  fetting  them  to  none.  What 
either  Sex  can  do,  perhaps,  will  feldom  turn 
to  much  Profit :  but  merely  doing  any  Thing 
that  tends  to  Ufefulnefs,  will  be  fo  great  an 
6  Advan- 
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Advantage  to  them  of  itfelf,  that  fome  Dan- 
ger, nay  fome  Certainty  of  Lofs  by  it  at  firft, 
may  very  well  be  born  for  the  fake  of  it.  Or 
to  prevent  this,  if  any  Perfon  would  hire,  or 
even  accept  of  their  Service,  for  one  Part  of 
the  Day  or  Week  ;  the  Remainder  of  it  might 
be  very  fufficient  for  their  other  InftrucTiion. 
Or  whenever  their  Parents  could  keep  them 
well  employed,  provided  Affurance  was  given 
that  they  did  fo,  That  might  be  allowed  :  ef- 
pecially  in  the  Country ;  where,  according  to 
the  different  Seafons  of  the  Year,  there  are 
very  bufy  and  very  leifure  Times :  and  their 
Friends  will  be  much  the  readier  to  fend  them 
at  the  latter,  for  being  fure  of  their  Affiftance 
at  the  former.  Their  Learning,  it  muft  be 
acknowledged,  will  go  on  the  more  flowly  for 
it,  and  their  Teachers  will  have  more  Trouble 
with  them  :  but,  fooner  or  later,  they  will  be 
taught  as  much  as  they  need.  And  accor- 
dingly I  fee  with  great  Pleafure,  that  the 
printed  Rules  of  the  Truftees  have  exprefsly 
provided,  indeed  for  every  Thing  right  and 
proper  in  the  Management  of  their  Truft,  that 
can  well  be  thought  of,  but  particularly  for 
Leave  to  be  given  in  this  Cafe.  And  were 
there  exaft  Accounts  procured  from  every 
Part  of  the  Nation,  what  Rules  are  obferved 
in  the  feveral  Schools,  with  the  Reafons  of 
them  :  I  am  perfuaded  it  would  be  a  Means 
of  vindicating  them  in  moil  Things,  as  well  as 
directing  them  better  in  fome.  I  mail  only 
add  further  under  this  Head,  that  where  Labour 
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is  not  made  Part  of  their  Bufmefs,  it  will  be 
advifable,  to  take  the  Children  young  and  to 
keep  them  no  longer,  than  till  they  have  ac- 
quired fome  competent  Degree  of  Knowledge 
and  good  Principles.  For  fo  they  will  have 
all  that  they  can  have :  Work  as  foon  as 
poffible,  and  other  Inftrudtion  in  the  mean 
while. 

3.  The  Manner  of  difpqfing  of  them,  when 
they  come  to  be  difmifled,  is  the  next  Point. 
And  as  all  Education  is  for  the  fake  of  what 
mall  follow  it,  the  Truftees  for  them  fhould 
intereft  themfelves  not  a  little  in  their  future 
Courfe  of  Life ;  and,  fo  far  as  they  can,  fe- 
cure  their  Parents  Confent  when  they  are 
admitted,  to  their  being  placed  out  pro- 
perly. 

The  Profane  or  Vicious,  if  any  fuch  be  al- 
lowed to  take  them,  will  efteem  them  the  lefs, 
not  the  more,  for  a  coniiderable  Part  of  what 
they  have  learnt  -,  and  do  nothing  to  preferve 
the  Impreffions  of  it,  perhaps  a  great  deal  to 
efface  them :  and  then  will  throw  the  whole 
Blame  of  their  ill  Behaviour  on  the  Manage- 
ment, under  which  they  have  been ;  and 
charge  it  with  every  Thing,  that  their  own 
Imaginations  can  fuggeft.  Good  Perfons  there- 
fore (hould  always  be  fought  out  for  them  to 
go  to.  And  they  mould  be  earneftly  entreated, 
to  keep  them  in  the  Way  into  which  they 
have  been  put :  efpecially  to  fee,  that  they 
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conftantly  attend  on  the  Lord's  Days  Service, 
and  make  a  proper  Ufe  of  their  religious 
Books.  For  fome  fuch  mould  always  be  given 
them  at  their  leaving  the  School,  with  a  fo- 
lemn  Charge  concerning  the  main  Branches  of 
their  Conduct. 

But  not  only  the  Perfons,  with  whom  they 
are  placed,  but  the  Employments,  in  which 
they  are  fixed,  fhould  be  well  confidered. 
Great  Numbers  of  them  have  been  fent  to 
Sea :  and  it  is  not  the  Fault  of  the  Truftees, 
but  of  the  Parents,  that  more  are  not  defend- 
ing or  enriching  their  Country  on  board  our 
Ships.  Of  the  reft,  thofe  who  are  bred  in  this 
Town  moftly  become  either  Apprentices  or 
Houmold  Servants  :  and,  it  feems,  Objections 
are  made  againft  each  Method  of  difpoiing  of 
them. 

It  hath  been  faid,  that  they  are  put  to  re- 
tailing Shopkeepers,  or  other  eafy  Employ- 
ments, unfuitable  to  their  original  Condition  ; 
and  that  more  Money  is  required,  and  given 
with  them,  than  with  other  Children  :  all 
which,  I  am  aflured,  is  abfolutely  falfe  in 
Fact.  They  are  put,  as  they  undoubtedly 
ought,  to  laborious  working  Trades,  and  110 
other :  with  many  of  them,  no  Money  at  all 
is  given  :  with  moft  of  them,  but  forty  Shil- 
lings :  with  fome  few,  five  Pounds  :  but  more 
with  none.  And  indeed  it  is  evident,  that  the 
Friends  of  fuch  an  Education  will  difpofe  of 
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them  as  cheap  as  they  can  -,  were  it  for  this 
Reafon  only,  that  they  may  take  in  as  many 
as  they  can. 

•  Another  Suggeftion  is,  that  they  are  put 
out  to  worthlefs  Perfons,  in  bad  Circum- 
ftances,  who  take  the  Money,  and  then 
break.  But  neither  of  This  do  I  find  any 
Proof.  However,  though  a  groundlefs  Afler- 
tion,  it  may  furnifh  an  ufeful  Warning. 

But  at  leaft,  it  is  objected  further,  breeding 
fo  many  of  them  to  Trades  occafions  a  Scarcity 
of  Servants.  Now  even  in  this  Town,  not 
two  thirds  of  the  Boys,  nor  much  above  one 
fourth  of  the  Girls,  have  been  put  Apprentices 
at  all :  and  a  great  Part  of  thefe  were  probably 
no  other  than  Houfhold  Servants,  taken  by 
Indenture  for  a  Term  of  Years.  What  the 
Proportion  hath  been  in  the  Country,  doth 
not  appear  :  but  in  all  Likelihood  it  muft  have 
been  very  fmall.  Or  were  it  otherwife,  Dif- 
proportions  of  this  Nature  will  foon  rectify 
themfelves.  Where  Apprentices  or  Journey- 
men are  not  wanted,  and  other  Servants  are, 
thefe  Children  will  of  courfe  be  fent  where 
the  Demand  is  greater},  :  nor  can  the  Truftees 
have  either  Inclination  or  Power  to  pre- 
vent it. 

But  whilft  one  of  the  Writers  againft  our 
Charity  Schools  accufes  them  of  leffening  the 
Number  of  Servants  *,  the  other  charges  them 

*  Effay,  &V.  p.  346. 
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with  increasing  it  *.  Poffibly  the  Meaning 
may  be,  that  they  increafe  the  Number  of  the 
upper  and  idler  Sort,  and  lefien  that  of  thq 
lower  and  more  laborious.  Now  as  to  this  ; 
the  Boys,  when  they  come  from  School,  are , 
plainly  incapable  of  the  higher  Services :  nor 
are  many  of  them  taken,  even  for  Footmen. 
And  yet,  what  Plenty  foever  there  is  of  Livery 
Servants,  there  is  fo  loud  a  Complaint  of  thq 
Want  of  fober  and  honefl  ones,  that  I  appre- 
hend it  would  be  no  Inconvenience,  but  a  ge- 
neral Advantage,  if  more  of  thefe  Children 
were  put  into  that  Station,  in  ferious  and  regu- 
lar Families :  for  in  others  they  would  havq 
little  Chance  of  doing  Good,  and  a  great  one 
of  being  ruined,  Then  for  the  Girls  :  as  they 
certainly  ought  not  either  to  be  raifed  into  the 
eafier  Places,  or  qualified  for  them ;  fince  it 
would  hurt  both  others  who  have  a  better 
Claim  to  them,  and  the  Publick  j^fo  \  cannot 
find  that  they  are  :  but  that  low  Bufinels,  with 
low  Wages  of  fifty  Shillings  or  three  Pounds 
3  Year  at  moft,  is  what  univerfally  falls  to 
their  Share,  till  by  a  Courfe  of  Diligence 
and  Faithfulnefs  they  can  better  their  Condi- 
tion ;  which  furely  then  fhould  not  be  envie4 
them. 

It  hath  been  alledged  indeed,  that  Perfons 
are  unwilling  to  take  them  for  Servants.  But, 
as  I  know  this  to  be  very  falfe  in  fome  Places  -, 
fo  I  hope,  where  it  is  true,  it  cannot  be  often 

*   CATO,  p.  24.1. 
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on  account  of  their  Education.  Some  may 
want  Servants  of  more  Strength,  than  thefe 
young  People  can  have  at  firft :  fome  may 
diilike  taking  fo  unexperienced  ones :  fome 
may  think  it  beneath  them,  10  have  fuch 
mean  Creatures  in  their  Houfes  :  and  fome 
may  be  unjuftly  prejudiced  againft  them  in 
other  Refpecls,  partly  by  falfe  Reprefentations, 
and  partly  alfo  by  miftaken  Appearances. 
For  there  is  a  fuperficial  Pertnefs,  very  apt  to 
fpring  up,  at  that  Time  of  Life,  amongft 
Numbers  bred  together :  which  ought  to  be, 
and  I  hope  is,  carefully  kept  under ;  and  yet 
may  now  and  then  give  a  little  Offence.  Be- 
iides,  all  who  are  taught  any  Thing  valuable, 
are  doubtlefs  in  fome  Danger  of  efteeming 
themfelves  rather  too  highly  upon  it.  But 
this  can  never  be  a  Reafon,  why  they  mould 
be  taught  nothing  valuable.  And  fuch  trifling 
Faults  are  fo  eafily  conquered  in  Children, 
and  will  be  fo  amply  recompenfed  by  fubftan- 
tial  good  Qualities,  that  prudent  Perfons  will 
certainly  think  them  worth  trying  at  leaft. 
They  will  find  them  taught  to  their  Hands 
thofe  good  Principles,  which  elfe  they  muft 
think  it  their  own  Duty  to  teach  them,  with 
no  fmall  Pains.  And  they  will  find  them  re- 
ftrained,  as  much  as  they  could  be,  from  the 
Vices,  of  which  they  would  wifh  them  not  to 
be  guilty,  and  in  which  others  of  their  Rank 
are  too  commonly  indulged.  Still  not  all,  it 
muft  be  owned,  prove  well,  either  under  this 
Sort  of  Management,  or  any  other.  Such  as 
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do,  be  they  ever  fo  many,  have  little  or  no- 
thing laid  of  them  :  it  is  only  what  ought  to 
be  expected.  Such  as  do  not,  occafion  abun- 
dance of  Talk  :  and  all  the  Errors,  into  which 
they  run  in  fpite  of  their  Education,  are  pre- 
tended to  flow  from  it.  But  fo  far  as  Enquiry 
hath  hitherto  been  made,  Multitudes  have 
proved  excellently  good ;  few  in  Proportion 
remarkably  bad  -y  fcarce  any,  perhaps  none, 
have  been  convicted  of  Capital  Crimes,  ex- 
cepting thofe  who  had  been  expelled  as  in» 
curable.  And  if  more  particular  Enquiries 
were  carried  on  in  every  School,  as  they  are 
in  fome,  concerning  the  Behaviour  of  each 
Child,  that  hath  been  put  out  either  to  Ser- 
vice or  Apprenticemip  :  where  they  behave  ill, 
it  might  give  a  good  Infight  into  the  Caufe, 
and  (hew  how  to  remove  it :  but  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  from  what  I  have  experienced,  it  would 
be  generally  found,  that  they  behave  well. 
To  which  perhaps  it  might  add  no  defpicable 
Incitement,  if  fome  little  Reward  were  given 
to  every  one,  who  at  the  End  of  fo  many 
Years  had  deferved  a  good  Character.  And  I 
am  told,  there  is  a  Legacy  left  to  one  School, 
appropriated  to  this  Purpofe. 

But  the  chief  Objection  with  many  Perforis 
is,  that  this  Method  of  Education  takes  off 
great  Numbers  from  Hufbandry.  And  it  mutt 
be  allowed,  that  moft  of  thofe,  who  are  bred 
up  by  Charity  in  or  near  thefe  two  Cities,  arc 
fixed  in  or  near  them  afterwards.  But  is  there 
N  2  the 
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the  lead  Likelihood,  that  any  of  them  would 
elfe  have  gone  to  Country  Bufinefs  ?  Do  any 
of  the  other  Children  of  the  Poor  go  to  it 
from  hence  ?  Did  any  of  them  before  thefe 
Schools  were  ere&ed  ?  None  at  all.  The  Go- 
vernors of  one  *  School  have  for  fome  Years 
advertifed,  that  they  were  defirous  of  fending 
their  Children  to  Hufhandry  on  very  reaibn- 
able  Terms :  and  had  they  met  with  Encou- 
ragement, which  they  have  not,  others  would 
have  followed  their  Example.  The  Clergy 
have  frequently  in  their  Sermons  exhorted  to 
this  Way  of  difpoiing  of  them.  The  more 
than  once  mentioned  Society  have  advifed  it 
continually  for  a  long  Time.  And  could  any 
Perfon  fugged  the  Means  to  fo  good  an  End, 
the  Trudees  have  given  publick  AfTurance, 
that  they  would  rejoice  in  it  mod:  fincerely. 
In  the  mean  while,  they  do  all  that  they  have 
the  Power  of  doing  :  they  place  them  in  fuch 
Employments,  as  they  mud  have  followed 
otherwife,  if  they  followed  any.  For  indeed 
many  of  them  would  only  have  been  brought 
up  to  beg  or  deal :  few  would  have  been  ern-^ 
ployed  fo  loon  ;  fcarce  any  fo  well.  As  to  the 
Children  in  Country  Schools,  their  Number  is 
fo  fmall,  considering  the  Extent  through  which 
they  are  difperfcd,  that  no  general  Inconveni- 
ence cculdas  yet'be  feniibly  perceived  from  it, 
even  though  a  groat  Part  of  them  were  put 
out  improperly.  But  I  apprehend  they  are 
not.  They  are  none  of  them  removed  hither  : 

*  That  of  St.  Andrew'*,  Hoiiorn. 
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nor  apter  than  others,  fo  far  as  I  can  hear,  to 
come  of  their  own  Accord.  Where  Manu- 
factures flourim,  they  are  as  ufeful  in  Them, 
as  they  could  be  in  any  Thing  elfe  :  where 
there  are  none,  or  decaying  ones  only,  they 
will  £o  to  Hufbandry  of  courfe. 

It  is  laid  indeed,  that  Hands  are  greatly 
wanted  for  Country  Work.  And  at  particu- 
lar Seaibns  they  are  :  but  whether  fo  very 
much  upon  the  Whole,  as  ibme  think,  may 
for  feveral  Reafons  be  doubted.  The  Wages 
of  Country  Servants  have  certainly  been  much 
raifed  :  but  fo  have  all  Wages  •  perhaps  near- 
ly in  the  fame  Proportion.  And  as  the  Quan- 
tity of  our  Wealth,  real  or  nominal,  hath  in- 
creafed  conliderably  within  the  laft  half  Cen- 
tury ;  the  Prices  of  the  Things,  for  which  we 
exchange  it,  and  of  Labour  amongil:  other 
Things,  mull  have  increafed  by  Degrees,  even 
had  Labourers  of  each  Kind  been  as  numerous 
as  ever  :  whereas  probably  they  are  much  di- 
miniihed.  But  then  the  Diminution  proceeds, 
not  from  thefe  Schools,  but  from  other  Caufes 
of  a  very  different  Nature  *.  Vaft  Multitudes 
of  Men  have  been  employed  and  loft  in  our 

*  The  Author  of  the  Elf  ay  t  &c.  feems  to  be  fenfible  of  thi«, 
when  he  fays,  p.  351.  that  "  if  a  thoofand  Faults  were  to  con - 
•*  cor,  before  the  Inconveniencies  we  labour  under  could  be 
"  produced,  yet  no  Man  can  doubt,  but  Chariry  Schools  arc 
"  acccffary,  or  at  lead  more  likely  to  increafe  than  redrefs  our 
*'  Complaints."  This  indeed  is  faying  a  great  deal  too  much. 
But  as  others  have  faid  much  more,  there  is  ro  Queltion  but  be 
would  alfo ;  unleis  he  had  felt  that  he  cculd  nor,  confidently 
with  Truth  or  Modeity. 
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Armies  and  Fleets.  Thefe  two  great  Cities 
are  increafed  beyond  Meafure,  and  exhauft 
the  reft  of  the  Nation.  The  Number  of  un- 
necefTary  and  ufelefs  Servants  is  multiplied  ex- 
ceflively  :  who  corrupt  one  another  here,  and 
their  poor  Neighbours  when  they  go  into  the 
Country,  and  teach  them  a  Fondnefs  for  the 
Pleafures  and  Eaie  of  the  Town*  Hither 
therefore  they  flock ;  fet  up  for  fuch  Places 
and  fuch  Wages  as  they  like,  and  behave  as* 
they  think  fit :  fupport  themfelves  by  Combi- 
nations, when  out  of  Place,  as  long  as  they 
can ;  and  at  lafl  will  take  any  Courfes,  rather 
than  wife  ones.  But  indeed  Luxury  and  Dif- 
folutenefs  are  fpread  with  Irreligion  through 
our  People  in  general,  from  the  Higheft  to  the 
Loweft  :  they  mufl  all  both  appear  and  fare 
better  than  their  PredecefTors  in  the  fame  Sta- 
tions :  they  live,  too  many  of  them,  in  wick- 
ed and  expenfive  Lewdneis,  inftead  of  honeft 
Matrimony ;  by  this  Vice,  and  the  dreadfully 
pernicious  one,  commonly  joined  with  it,  of 
drinking  Spirituous  Liquors,  they  enfeeble  and 
deftroy  themfelves  early,  and  produce  no  In- 
creafe.  Thefe  are  the  real  Caufes  of  the 
Complaint :  and  do  they  owe  their  Rife  to 
Charity  Schools  ?  So  far  from  it,  that  in  Truth 
there  is  double  Occanon  for  fuch  Schools,  in 
Town  and  Country  both,  to  preferve,  if  it 
may  be,  fome  Part  of  our  Poor  from  this 
dreadful  Plague,  that  rages  fo  fatally  amongfi 
them. 
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But  it  is  objeded  in  the  laft  Place ;  If  this 
Method  of  Education  hath  fo  excellent  a  Ten- 
dency, how  comes  it  to  pals,  that  inftead  of 
that  mighty  Reformation  amongft  the  com- 
mon People,  which  the  earlier  Sermons  on 
this  Occaiion  promifed  from  it,  they  are  thus 
confefledly  grown  worfe  under  the  Ufe  of  it, 
than  they  were  before  ?  Now  the  Anfwer  is 
very  eafy.  No  Provifion  of  any  Sort  for  the 
Benefit  of  Mankind  ever  did,  or  probably  ever 
will,  come  up  to  the  Expectations  and  Hopes, 
which  good  Peribns,  laudably  zealous  for  it, 
were  willing  to  entertain.  Yet  this  doth  not 
prove  all  fuch  Provifions  to  be  ufelefs  or  wrong. 
Belides,  it  could  not  well  be  either  forefeen  or 
fufpedted,  forty  Years  ago,  how  entirely  Ma- 
giftrates  and  Heads  of  Families  would  neglect 
the  Religion  and  Morals  of  all  under  their  Care, 
and  with  what  enthuiiaftick  Vehemence  others 
would  fet  themfelves  to  extirpate  Serioufnefs 
and  Order  out  of  the  World.  No  Wonder,  if 
fuch  RemilTnefs  and  fuch  Licentioulhefs  have 
done  more  Harm,  than  Charity  Schools  have 
done  Good.  The  Number  educated  in  them, 
is  a  very  fmall  Part  of  the  Poor  of  the  Nation  : 
and  the  Wickednefs  of  the  reft  corrupts  too 
many  of  thefe.  Still  the  right  Principles, 
taught  them,  often  preferve  them,  and  often 
bring  them  back,  when  nothing  elfe  would. 
And  if  this  too  frequently  proves  otherwife,  it 
only  (hews  the  Pronenefs  of  our  Nature  to  £:'. 
and  the  NecefTity  of  our  bed  Care.  Hsd  nor.o 
been  taken,  bad  as  we  are,  we  had 

N  4  much 


^  Sermon  preached 
much  worfe  ;  and  had  more  been  taken,  wS 
might  have  been  much  better.  But  to  charge 
the  Degeneracy  of  a  People  on  the  very  Thing, 
that  doth  fo  much  to  prevent  it  -,  and  make  it 
the  Reafon  of  their  being  Wicked,  that  fome 
of  them  are  trained  up  to  be  Pious  and  Virtu- 
ous $  is  a  Degree  of  Abfurdity,  which  one 
fcarce  knows  how  to  excufe  from  wilful  Mif- 
reprefentation. 

III.  I  now  proceed,  as  I  am  very  fenfible  it 
is  high  Time,  to  confider  briefly,  in  the  third 
Place,  What  Courfe  we  are  to  take,  if  nei- 
ther prlident  Management,  nor  rational  De- 
fences of  the  good  Work  that  we  are  en- 
gaged irt>  can  altogether  prevent  its  being 
evil  fpoken  of;  which,  though  very  hard,  hath 
been  hitherto,  and  we  muft  expert  will  be, 
the  Cafe. 

Some  will  fpeak  ill  of  it  from  Hatred, 
others  from  Indifference,  to  Religion  and  Vir- 
tue. For  though  in  Reafon  both  Unbelievers 
and  immoral  Perfons  ought  to  wim,  that  mod 
others,  efpecially  the  Poor,  might  be  fober 
and  honefr,  and  for  that  Purpoie  religious ; 
and  therefore  ought  to  encourage  thofe  of  them 
who  are  fo,  and  fuch  Methods  as  would  make 
the  reft  of  them  fo :  yet  Scripture  *  hath 
taught  us  to  look  for  the  contrary  from  them, 
and  in  Experience  we  find  it.  They  would 
even  leem  to  act  from  a  kind  of  Principle  in 

*  Amos  v.  10.     John  xv.  i9.-^xvii.  14.     i  John  iii,  12, 
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this  Matter :  and  Perfons,  who  have  no  Fear 
in  the  leaft  of  Society  being  hurt  by  Profane- 
nefs  and  Profligatenefs,  affect  prodigious  Fears 
of  its  being  hurt  by  Charity  Schools :  do  no- 
thing, fay  nothing^  againft  other  Evils  ;  join  in 
them,  plead  for  them  ;  but  this  one  Danger 
awakens  all    their   Publick    Spirit :  and  they 
are  as  clear,  that  the  Education  of  thefe  poor 
Children  is  the  Caufe  of  alrnoft  every  Thing 
they  diilike,  as    the    Heathen  Romans  were, 
that  all  the  Calamities  which  befel  their  Em- 
pire, proceeded  from  the  Growth  of  Chriftia- 
nity.     Some    again,  without  going   fo  great 
Lengths,  will  not  fail  however  to  condemn 
what  they   muft  elfe  contribute  to  fupport. 
Others  are  fo  unhappily  attentive  to  Party  Con- 
fiderations    or  Peribnal   Prejudices,  that  if  a 
Deiign,  ever  fo  valuable,  comes  from  a  wrong 
Quarter,  inftead  of  being  ambitious  to  mare  in 
the  Merit  and  the  Honour  of  it,  they  let  them- 
felves  immediately  to  depreciate  it,  and  fuggeil 
mifchievous  Intentions  in  it.     And  every  one 
of  thefe  Motives  will  induce  fome  to  invent, 
and  many   more  to  magnify  Faults  :  to  drefs 
out  Facts   with  Circumflances,  that   entirely 
alter  the  Nature  of  them  ;  and  talk  vehement- 
ly about  Things,  which  have  been  corrected 
long  ago,  as  if  they  happened  lately,  and  the 
fame  ill  Management  fubiiiled  ftill.     No  Per- 
fons indeed  mould  be  charged  with  fpeaking 
or  acting  from  worfe  Motives,  thsn  they  do  : 
for  it  is  both  injuring  and  exafperating  them. 

But 
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But  every  Perfon  ought  confcientioufly  to  ex- 
amine, what  his  own  Motives  are ;  and  pru- 
dently to  confider,  what  thofe  of  others  may 
be ;  and  neither  be  influenced  by  their  Opi- 
nions, nor  their  AfTertions,  more  than  they 
deferve.  For  not  only  falfe,  but  incredible 
and  ridiculous  Stories  about  thefe  Schools, 
have  been  confidently  averred,  and  incautioufly 
believed. 

Nor  are  bad  People  only,  but  very  good 
ones  fometimes,  grievoufly  inclined  to  Partia- 
lities and  hard  Cenfures  :  too  negligent  of  en- 
quiring, too  hafty  in  giving  Credit.  A  fmall, 
or  bat  imagined  Failure,  in  the  Scheme,  in 
the  Execution,  in  the  Succefs,  of  a  moil  ufe- 
ful  Undertaking,  mall  cool  their  Friendfhip, 
or  provoke  their  Enmity  to  it :  and  they 
ilrangely  forget,  that  a  few  Errors  and  Defects 
are  no  Realbn  for  abandoning  valuable  De- 
ligns,  but  only  for  amending  them ;  and  that 
the  Good  ariiing  from  them,  even  if  Amend- 
ments cannot  be  procured,  may  be  vaftly 
greater  than  the  Harm.  It  is  very  afflicting, 
when  Perfons,  who  mean  well  to  Religion, 
will  notwithftanding  take  Part  thus  with  fuch 
as  mean  ill  to  it ;  and  abet  thofe,  who  have 
no  other  View  than  to  deftroy,  inftead  of  fa- 
vouring the  Endeavours  that  are  ufed  to  reform 
and  improve.  The  Watchfulnefs  of  our  wor- 
thy Diocefan  over  the  Management  of  this 
Charity,  hath  kept  equal  Pace  with  the  Malice 
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t>f  its  forwardeft  Adverfaries*.  And  your  Care, 
who  are  Truftees,  hath  been  applied  without 
Intermiffion  to  prevent  or  remedy,  what  others 
have  only  bufied  themfelves  to  rail  at.  Yet 
the  faithful  Diligence  (hewn  on  the  one  Side, 
hath  been  fufpedled  and  reproached  :  and  the 
unrighteous  Accufations  brought  on  the  other, 
applauded  and  propagated. 

But,  unjuft  as  this  Treatment  is,  you  mufl 
refolve  to  bear  it  with  all  poffible  Temper  and 
Compofednefs.  For  Perfons,  who  judge  and 
behave  very  wrong  in  relation  to  thefe  Schools, 
may  yet  be  intitled  to  great  Regard  on  other 
Accounts.  And  where  Prejudice  and  a  Kind 
of  Fafhion  run  againft  any  Thing,  as  they  do 
amongft  too  many  in  the  prefent  Cafe  ;  angry 
Complaints,  however  well  grounded,  will  only 
be  defpifed,  or  excite  a  Return  of  more  An- 
ger :  whereas  mild  Reprefentations  will  at 
leaft  mollify  thofe,  whom  they  cannot  bring 
over.  Objections  therefore,  and  even  Invec- 
tives, mould  be  patiently  heard  :  and  Anfwers, 
though  fufficiently  given  already,  repeated  with 
Calmnefs.  If  real  Faults  are  found,  they 
fliould  be  acknowledged :  if  proper  Alterations 
are  demanded,  they  mould  be  made.  For 
though  Innovations,  which  appear  very  plaufi- 
ble,  may  be  found,  when  examined,  very 
dangerous ;  and  therefore  Love  of  Change  is 

*  See  the  Direfiions  given  by  the  Lord  Bifliopof  Lendan  to  the 
Matters  and  Miftreffes  of  Charity  Schools,  in  the  Chapter-Houfe 
of  St.  ?Ws,  Nov.  14,  1724. 
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by  no  means  to  be  encouraged  :  yet  Averfion  to 
it  may  be  carried  to  an  Extreme  alfo  ;  and  Per- 
fons  may  both  intend  very  well,  and  in  mod 
Things  do  very  well,  and  yet  material  Points 
may  have  been  either  overlooked  by  them  at 
firft,  or  gradually  forgotten  afterwards.  Each 
of  you  iingly  therefore  mould  always  be  fo- 
Hcitous  to  learn,  both  from  Friends  and  Ene- 
mies, what  will  be  conducive  to  your  Defign  : 
and  that  excellent  Rule,  which  you  have  fo 
wifely  eftablimed  and  fo  long  obferved,  of 
flated  Meetings  to  confult  together  for  the 
better  Conduct  of  it,  fhould  be  ftrictly  kept 
up ;  and  diligently  applied,  to  propofe  mo- 
deftly,  and  promote  unanimoufly,  whatever 
may  contribute  either  to  perfect  or  recom- 
mend it.  Only  you  will  remember,  that  the 
former  mould  be  your  chief  Concern  :  and  that 
the  Reality,  not  the  Name,  of  a  Chriftian  and 
ufeful  Education,  is  the  Thing,  which  you  are 
to  have  at  Heart. 

Such  then  is  your  Duty  :  and  if  you  are  con- 
fcious  of  having  taken  due  Pains  to  perform  it, 
let  who  will  cenfure  or  ridicule  you,  let  who 
will  grow  cool  or  leave  you,  go  on  with 
Cheerfulnefs,  and  perfevere  to  the  End.  For, 
provided  it  be  a  Zeal  according  to  Knowledge  *, 
it  is  good  to  be  always  zealoujly  offered  in  a 
good  Tubing  *f",  and  not  to  fuffer  our  Love  to 
•LV  ax  cold,  bccaufe  Iniquity  abounds^.  Defert- 
jng  fuch  a  Work,  after  once  engaging  in  it, 

*  Rom.  x.  2.          t  Gal.  iv.  18.          \  Match,  xxiv.  12. 
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not  only  withdraws  Countenance  from  it,  but 
cafts  an  Imputation  upon  it.  Be  not  there^ 
fore  overcome  of  Evil,  but,  in  this  Senfe  as 
well  as  others,  overcome  Evil  with  Good  *. 
You  have  the  Comfort  of  doing  much  Service 
to  God  and  your  Fellow- creatures  :  you  have 
the  Confcioufnefs  of  having  endeavoured  to  do 
more.  You  deferve  from  all  Perfons,  and  you 
will  receive  from  all  confiderate  Perfons,  great 
Honour  ;  and  were  it  lefs,  you  would  only  be 
the  furer,  that  you  aft  from  a  right  Principle, 
and  mall  obtain  a  large  Reward ;  not  only  for 
all  you  have  defigned,  but  all  you  have  born, 
as  you  ought ;  whether  it  be  Reproach,  or 
whether  it  be  Difappointment.  But  then  let 
your  whole  Lives  be  fuitable  to  this  Part  :  be 
good  Chriftians  in  every  Refpect  yourfelves, 
whilft  you  profefs  to  make  others  fuch  :  elfe 
you  will  difcredit  your  Undertaking  before  Men, 
and  lofe  your  Recompence  from  God.  For 
though  Charity  fhall  cover  the  Multitude  of 
Sins  -\- :  yet  this  one  Work  is  only  a  fmall 
Branch  of  that  extenfive  Virtue ;  and  were  it 
the  Whole,  no  wilful  Tranfgreffions,  of  which 
you  do  not  fo  repent,  as  to  forfajce  them,  mail 
ever  be  hid  by  it. 

But  all,  that  the  Directors  of  this  Charity 
can  do,  will  be  much  in  vain,  unlefs  you,  the 
Matters  and  MiftreiTes  of  the  feveral  Schools, 
perform  your  Share  as  you  ought,  in  every  Par- 
ticular, which  you  can  either  fuggeft  to  your- 

*  Rom.  xii.  2.1.  f  *  Pet<  iv.  8. 
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felves,  or  learn  from  others  :  unlefs  you  go 
through  your  whole  Work  with  Diligence  and 
Difcretion,  with  Patience  and  Vigilance,  with 
Impartiality  and  Difmtereftednefs ;  with  Defe- 
rence and  Refpect  to  thofe  who  employ  you, 
with  Authority  and  yet  Mildnefs  towards  thofe, 
over  whom  you  are  placed  -3  with  a  tender  Con- 
cern for  their  temporal  and  eternal  Happinefs, 
and  a  fearlefs  Refolution  to  oppofe  and  over- 
come every  Hindrance  to  either.  The  beft 
Defigns,  without  a  fuitable  Execution  of  them, 
are  likely  to  end  in  nothing,  or  worfe.  Think 
then  with  yourfelves :  will  you  occafion  all 
this  Charity,  and  all  thefe  Objects  of  it,  to  be 
utterly  loft  by  your  Fault  ?  Or  will  you  be  the 
Authors  of  more  Good  to  Them,  and  more 
BlefTednefs  to  your  own  Souls,  than  any  Per- 
fons  of  your  Degree  poffibly  can  in  any  other 
Way  ?  By  your  Endeavours  and  your  Prayers 
you  have  the  latter  in  your  Power :  and  God 
incline  your  Hearts  to  it !  The  Impreflions, 
that  can  be  made  from  this  Place  at  prefent  on 
your  poor  Children,  can  be  but  fmall,  or  at 
bed  mort-lived.  To  you  therefore  I  leave  it, 
to  give  them  the  deepeft  Senfe  that  you  are 
able,  of  the  unfpeakable  Privilege  of  their 
Education,  the  dreadful  Guilt  of  making  a  bad 
Ufe  of  it,  the  indifpenfable  Duty  of  doing 
Juftice  and  Credit  every  Way  to  the  Schools, 
to  which  they  belong  :  and  of  recompenfing 
hereafter,  as  God  mall  enable  them,  the  Be- 
nefit which  they  receive. 

But 
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But  I  muft  not  even  yet  conclude,  till  I  have 
in  one  Word  more  reminded  you  all,  who  are 
here  aiTembled,  that  without  continual  Help 
this  excellent  Undertaking  carinot  be  fupport- 
ed ;  and  that  almoft  every  one  is  capable  of 
giving  it  Help,  more  or  lefs,  in  fbme  Way  or 
another.  They  who  have  the  Burthen  of  con- 
duping  it  as  Truftees,  all  afford  it  the  AiTif- 
tance  of  their  Purfes,  as  well  as  their  Pains 
and  Advice.  And  I  hope  fuch  of  you,  as  are 
proper,  will  be  ready,  when  Occafion  mall  re- 
quire, to  fhare  in  the  fame  Truft.  For  no- 
thing is  more  abfolutely  neceffary  to  fuch  a 
Charity,  than  a  conftant  Succeffion  of  wife, 
and  good,  and  reputable  Managers.  But  if 
you  cannot  ferve  it  this  Way,  ferve  it  however 
in  the  much  eafier  Way,  of  a  cheerful  Libe- 
rality. Its  being  a  good  Thing  evil  Jpoken  of, 
obliges  You,  who  are  convinced  it  is  unjuftly 
fo  fpoken  of,  both  to  patronize  it  more  earneft- 
ly,  and  contribute  to  it  more  bountifully. 
Thetrueft  Objects  of  Companion  upon  Earth, 
are  young  Perfons  left,  uninftrufted  and  unre- 
ftrained,  to  the  Dangers  of  a  corrupted  Nature 
and  a  vicious  World.  And  fuch,  without  the 
timely  Interpolition  of  aChriftian  Spirit,  would 
thefe  have  been,  whofe  Appearance  now,  not 
only  gives  your  Eyes  the  Pleafure  of  a  beauti- 
ful and  affedting  Spectacle,  but  your  Hearts 
the  Joy  of  beholding  at  once,  fo  many  Thou- 
fands  of  young  Candidates  for  Ufefulnefs  in  this 
World,  and  endlefs  Felicity  in  the  next,  as 
perhaps  no  Nation  under  the  Sun  befides  hath 
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ever  feen  together.  Let  us  comfort  ourfelves 
in  the  Profpect,  and  oppofe  it  to  the  very 
gloomy  ones,  that  we  have  around  us.  A- 
mongft  the  Poor  our  Religion  firft  had  its  Rife  : 
and  there  at  leaft  it  may  yet  maintain  its 
Ground,  till  it  Jhall  again  take  Root  downward, 
and  bear  Fruit  upward*,  amongft  other  Ranks 
of  Men.  We  are  following  the  original  Plan 
of  the  Divine  Wifdom,  in  making  Provifion 
for  revealing  thofe  Things  to  Babes,  which  the 
Wije  and  Prudent  in  their  own  Eyes  have  hid 
from  themfelves  -J-.  And  may  God,  out  of 
the  Mouths  of  thefe  Babes  and  Sucklings  J,  or- 
dain and  perfeff  Praife  to  his  holy  Name,  and 
Strength  to  the  Kingdom  of  his  ever-blefled 
Son! 

*  Ifai.  xxxvii.  31.         f  Matth.  xi.  25.         J  Pfal.  viii.    ?. 
Match,  xxi.  16. 


S  E 


. 

SERMON     VIII. 

Preached  in  the  Parifh  -  Church  of 
St.  jfames,  Weftminfter^  March  1 1 , 
1749-50,  on  Occafion  of  the  Earth- 
quake, March  8. 

PSALM  ii.  u. 

ji. .]•;.•  :Jo1.'/  fr?vj  ••     ,"^r::  -i-.?. 

Serve  the  Lord  ivith  Fear :  and  rejoice  unt& 
him  ivitb  Reverence. 

TH  E  Paffion  of  Fear  is  an  extremely  ne- 
cefTary  one  for  all  Creatures,  whofe 
Good  or  Evil  depends  on  their  Behaviour  : 
for  it  prompts  them  inftantly  to  avoid  what- 
ever would  harm  them  :  and  accordingly  God 
hath  given  it  a  ftrong  and  deep  Root  in  hu- 
man Nature.  But  as  our  Frame  is  diibrdered 
throughout,  we  are  liable,  in  this  Refpect,  as 
well  as  many  more,  now  to  exceed,  now  to  be 
deficient :  and  fearing  too  little,  on  ibme  Oc- 
cafions,  is  the  Caufe  of  our  fearing,  on  others, 
much  more,  than  elfe  we  fhould  need.  Re- 
ligion, if  we  permit  it,  will  regulate  all  our 
inward  Feelings  to  our  prefent  and  eternal 
Advantage  :  and  is  particularly  ferviceable,  not 
only  in  exciting,  but  directing,  and  moderating 
This.  Without  Religion,  there  may  be  end- 
O  lefs 
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lefs  Alarms.  Were  not  the  World  governed 
by  infinite  JufUce  and  Goodnefs ;  every  Per- 
foii,  that  would,  might,  in  Multitudes  of 
Cafes,  do  any  Hurt  to  others  with  Impunity  : 
and  all  Mifchief  of  all  Kinds  befall  us,  how- 
ever innocent,  fingly  or  jointly,  through  the 
whole  Courfe  of  Life,  unalleviated  by  a  Prof- 
pect  of  Recompenfe  after  Death.  Nay  indeed, 
as  nothing  hinders,  but  that,  if  it  were  pofli- 
ble  for  us  to  exift  without  God  here,  it  might 
be  polTible  hereafter  too  :  there  could  be  no 
Certainty,  that  Death  itfelf  would  end  our 
Sufferings,  or  even  would  not  increafe  them. 
But  the  Knowledge  of  a  gracious  and  wife 
Providence  entirely  iecures  us,  if  we  believe 
it  as  we  ought,  not  only  againft  all  Imagina- 
tions of  inexorable  Fate  and  blind  Chance,  but 
all  real  Detriment  from  the  worft  Efforts  of 
Men  or  Devils.  For  if  God  be  for  us,  who  can 
be  againft  us  *  ?  It  is  very  true,  Religion  ba- 
nimes  thefe  Objects  of  Apprehenfion  by  fub- 
ftituting  in  their  Room  another,  unfpeakably 
more  formidable  than  them  all.  /  fay  unto 
you,  my  Friends,  be  not  afraid  of  them  that  kill 
the  Body ;  and  after  that,  have  no  more,  that 
they  can  do.  But  I  will  forewarn  you,  whom 
you  Jl:  all  fear.  Fear  Him,  which  after  he  hath1 
killed,  hath.  Power  to  cajl  into  Hell :  yea,  I  Jay 
unto  you,  Fear  Him  -j~.  And  did  not  Reafon 
afford  us  Hope  ;  and  Scripture,  Ailurance,  of 
his  accepting  and  rewarding  us,  on  rnofl  equi- 
table Terms :  our  Condition  under  the  Divine 

*  ^.om.  viii.  -31.  f  Luke  xii.  4,  5. 
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Government  would  be  furrounded  with  Incom- 
parably greater  Terrors,  than  any  other  poffi- 
bly  could.  But  fmce  we  know  the  Means  of 
obtaining  his  Favour,  in  this  Life  and  the 
next :  if  we  will  but  ufe  them  confcientioufly, 
the  Awe,  which  we  cannot  but  feel,  of  an 
Almighty  Arm,  will  be  fweetly  mixed  with 
faithful  Truft  and  thankful  Love  :  and  thofe 
Things,  which  give  others  the  moft  grievous 
Difturbance,  will  not  need  to  give  Us  the 
leaft.  Fear  ye  not  their  Fear,  neither  be 
afraid :  but  fanftify  the  Lord  of  Hojls,  and  let 
Him  be  your  Fear,  and  let  Him  be  your  Dread  ; 
and  He  Jball  be  a  Sanctuary  *.  Firft  therefore 
learn  to  ferve  the  Lord  with  Fear  :  and  then 
you  will  be  intitled  to  rejoice  unto  him  with 
Reveretice. 

The  Word  of  God,  far  from  encouraging 
groundlcfs  and  fuperftitious  Horrors,  cautions 
againft  them  ftrongly.  In  all  Ages  and  Na- 
tions, Men  have  been  terrified  with  Eclipfes 
of  the  Sun  and  Moon  :  in  many,  with  Con- 
junctions, Oppofitions  and  Afpefts  of  the 
Stars,  and  other  celeftial  Appearances  :  Things 
altogether  harmlefs.  Therefore  fuch  Frights 
the  Prophet  exprefly  condemns.  Thus  faith 
the  Lord:  Learn  not  the  Way  of  the  Heathen, 
and  be  not  difmayed  at  the  Signs  of  Heaven, 
becaufe  the  Heathen  are  difmayed  at  them  :  fofc 
the  Cujloou  of  the  People  are  vain  -j-.  But 
whatfoever  Things  are  real  Instruments  of  our 

•  If.  %ii.  12,  13,  14.  f  Jsr.x.  2,  3. 

O  2  taker's 


196  A  Sermon  preached 

Maker's  Will,  we  are  to  consider  as  fuch* 
and  refpe<5t  all  that  is  wrought  by  them,  as 
proceeding  from  his  Appointment.  Were  we 
fare  of  living  ever  fo  long  on  Earth  ;  we  are 
abfolutely  in  his  Hands  all  the  Time  we  live ; 
and  ought  to  be  deeply  fenfible,  that  our  Hap- 
pinefs  or  Mifery,  even  here,  depends  conti- 
nually upon  him.  But  he  hath  pafTed  a  Sen- 
tence of  Death  on  us  all,  to  be  executed,  at 
furthefl  in  a  few  Years  :  and  this  furniflies  a 
new  Motive  to  Serioufnefs  of  Heart,  which 
we  mould  be  recollecting  daily  and  hourly. 
But  inftead  of  that,  we  contrive  all  poffible 
Means  never  to  think  of  it ;  and  we  fucceed 
too  well.  Therefore  to  awaken  us  from  this 
Lethargy,  'he  hath  ordained  betides,  that  the 
whole  of  Life  {hall  be  full  of  Difcafes  and  Ac- 
cidents, to  cut  it  fhort  on  a  Sudden,  often 
when  there  was  leaft  Caufe  to  expect  them  : 
and  here  is  a  more  preffing  Call  to  conjider  our 
latter. End*.  But  however  fhrprifmg  each  of 
thefe  may  be,  when  it  happens  very  near  us  j. 
yet,  as  one  or  another  qf  them  happens  pretty 
frequently;  for  that  vcry.Reafon,  though  they 
ought  to  affect  us  the  more,  they  fcarce  affect: 
us  at  all.  Therefore  he  alfo  brings  on,  from 
Time  to  Time,  the  lefs  common,  and  more 
widely  deftructive  Events,  of  Wars  and  Pefti- 
lences.  Of  the  former  we  have  for  feveral 
Years,  not  long  paft,  had  heavy  Experience. 
And  what  we  fee  and  hear  to  this  D.ay  of  the 
latter  amongft  our  Cattle,  tells  us,  one  fhould 

*  Deut.  xxxii.  29. 
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think,  in  a  very  interefling  Manner,  to  what 
we  are  fubject  ourfelves.  But  if  all  thefe' 
Things  fail  of  the  good  Effects,  which  he 
propofes  by  them,  as  it  is  notorious  they  do: 
with  Us  moil  lamentably  :  he  hath  in  relerve' 
more  alarming  Methods  of  Admonition  flill ; 
one  in  particular,  by  which  he  makes  whole 
Cities,  whole  Countries  and  Nations,  fome- 
times  to  the  Extent  of  many  hundred  Leagues 
at  once,  notwithstanding  the  Intervention  of 
large  and  deep  Seas;  and  hath  frequently 
taken  away  the  Lives  of  thoufands  in  a  Mo- 
ment, by  a  Ruin,  which  no  Wifdom  can 
forefee,  no  Caution  prevent,  no  Strength  with- 
iland,  no  Art  evade. 

You  have  often  read  and  heard  of  fuch 
Threatnings  and  Devaluations  elfewhere  :  but 
did  not  look  on  them,  as  having  the  leaft  Re- 
lation to  yourfelves.  Poflibly  fome  of  you 
imagined,  that  this  Part  of  the  World  was- 
exempt  from  them.  But  indeed  your  An- 
ceftors  have  felt  them,  many  Times  recorded 
in  Hiftory,  probably  many  more.  However, 
That,  you  might  think,  was  long  ago ;  and 
would  be  long  enough,  before  it  happened 
again.  Yet  not  a  few  Perfons,  now  alive,  re- 
member one  Earthquake  in  this  City  :  and 
that  you  may  not  dream  of  being  fafer  than 
they,  Providence  hath  taken  Care,  that  You 
{hall  feel  another.  Still,  when  you  had  efcaped 
one  Shock,  perhaps  you  thought  the  Danger 
over.  Therefore  you  have  felt  a  ftronger. 
O  3  And 
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And  which  of  you  can  be  fure,  that  this  will 

prove  the  laft  ? 

But  you  will  fay,  Neither  thefe  nor  the  for- 
mer have  done  any  Harm  :  and  therefore  why 
ihould  we  fear  it  from  future  ones  ?  But  let 
me  tell  you,  Earthquakes  have  done  Harm  in 
this  Kingdom,  in  this  Town :  overturned 
many  private  Houfes,  many  Churches,  not 
without  the  Lofs  of  many  Lives.  But  if  that 
were  otherwife,  have  we  any  Reafon  to  doubt, 
but  the  Caufes  of  Earthquakes  are  the  fame 
here,  as  in  other  Places  ?  Why  then  may  not 
the  Effects  be  the  fame  in  our  Days,  though 
formerly  they  have  been  lefs  ?  Who  can  look 
into  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth  and  affign  a  Rea- 
fon ?  Place  the  Caufe,  if  you  will,  contrary, 
I  think,  to  plain  Evidence,  not  in  the  Earth, 
but  the  Air,  what  will  you  gain  by  it  ?  Would 
not  a  very  little  more  Force,  nay  a  few  Mo- 
ments longer  Continuance  of  the  fame  Force, 
that  (hook  our  Houfes  the  other  Morning, 
have  buried  many  or  moft  of  us  under  them, 
whencefoever  it  came  •  And  if  it  had,  let  us 
afk  ourfelves,  were  we  in  due  Readinefs  to 
have  appeared  before  God  ? 

No  longer  than  fifty-feven  Years  ago,  when 
the  laft  Earthquake  before  thefe  was  felt  here  ; 
within  a  few  Months  of  the  fame  Time,  near 
2000  Perfons  were  deftroyed  in  a  Moment  by 
one  at  Jamaica ;  and  near  1 00,000  by  another 
Hi  Sicily.  Not  three  Years  and  a  half  ago, 
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in  Lima,  the  principal  City  of  Peru,  contain- 
ing 60,000  Inhabitants,  5,000  perimed  by  an 
Earthquake  in  lefs  than  three  Minutes,  and 
but  twenty- five  Houfes  were  left  (landing. 
At  the  Sea-port  of  Callao,  belonging  to  it,  not 
one  Building,  not  one  Ship  efcaped,  and  only 
100  Inhabitants  out  of  7,000  :  nor  were  there 
fewer,  than  iixty  Shocks  more,  in  thirty  Days. 
Indeed  at  the  fame  Place,  they  return  gene- 
rally about  once  a  Month,  and  with  groat 
Violence  once  in  a  few  Years.  Ought  the 
Conlideration  of  thefe  Things  to  have  no  Ef- 
fect upon  us  ?  Allowing  them  not  to.. prove, 
that  we  ever  (hall  be  in  fo  dreadful  a  Situation  : 
yet  they  prove,  that,  for  ought  we  know,  we 
may  :  they  {hew,  in  a  ftrong  Light,  the  Ter- 
rors of  Divine  Power ;  and  fhould  remind  us 
of  all  the  other  Reafons,  that  we  have,  to 
ftand  in  Awe  of  it,  both  in  this  World  and  a 
future  one  :  of  which  we  ought  to  think  with- 
out fuch  Warnings ,  but  if  we  can  be  thonght- 
lefs  in  the  Midft  of  them,  we  are  void  of  all 
Excufe.  By  taking  Pains  for  it,  we  may 
bring  ourfelves  to  imagine  the  Sufferings  of 
others,  no  Concern  of  ours :  and  our  own 
Danger,  a  very  flight  one.  But  do  we  refolve 
then,  that  nothing  mail  move  us,  but  what 
will  deftroy  us  ?  That  we  will  not  repent,  un- 
lefs  we  are  attacked  by  a  Judgment,  that  will 
leave  Multitudes  of  us  no  Time  to  repent  ? 
You  have,  in  the  Revelation  of  St.  "John,  this 
prophetick  Defcription  :  And  the  fame  Hour 
there  was  a  great  Earthquake,  and  the  tenth 
O  4  Part 
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Part  of  the  City  felly  and  in  the  Earthquake 
were  Jlain  of  Men,  Jeven  thoufand :  and  the 
Remnant  were  offrtgbtt£\  and  gave  Glory  to 
the  God  of  Heaven  *.  Had  it  not  been  much 
better,  that  all  mould  have  been  preferred,  by 
giving  Glory  to  God  in  Time  ?  And  who  can 
t5e  certain,  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  that  he  may  not 
be  one  among  (I  thofe,  who  perifh,  however 
few  ? 

But  fuppofe  we  could  be  affured,  that  this 
Land  of  ours  would  for  ever  be  exempted 
from  the  fevere  Vifitations,  which  fo  many 
others  have  long  undergone,  do  fiill,  and  are 
likely  to  undergo  :  who  hath  exempted  us  ? 
Who  hath  made  lit  to  dijf'e r  -j-  ?  Do  we  owe 
Him  nothing  on  that  Account ;  that  the  Lot 
is  fallen  unto  us  in  fo  fair  a  Ground,  that  we 
bai)e  fo  goodly  a  Heritage  £  ?  And  ought  fuch 
mild  Admonitions  from  God,  as  we  have  late- 
ly received,  of  what  he  could  do,  and  doth 
rot,  to  pafs  by  us  unregarded  ?  Do  we  defpife 
the  Riches  of  his  Goodnefs  and  Forbearance,  in- 
ftead  of  knowing,  that  it  leads  us  to  Repen- 
tance ||  ?  The  Countries,  that  fuffer  moft, 
have  no  Right  to  complain.  He  hath  doubt- 
lefs  wife,  though  unfearchable  Reafons,  for 
fubje&ing  them  to  the  Calamities,  from  which 
he  hath  preferved  others  :  and  he  will  fuffi- 
ciently  diftinguifh  hereafter  the  Good  and  the 
Bad,  whom  at  any  Time  he  involves  in  a  com- 

*  Rev.  xi.  13.  f  i  Cor,  iv.  7,  J  Pf.  xvi.  7. 
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mon  Calamity  here.  Yet  furely  we  are  glad, 
every  one  of  us,  that  we  are  not  in  their  Con- 
dition :  and  whatever  we  have  Caufe  to  be 
glad  of,  we  have  Caufe  to  be  thankful  for  it, 
to  the  Author  of  all  Good. 

But  perhaps  you  will  fay  :  *'  Thefe  Things 
"  are  natural :  and  therefore  what  Founda- 
"  tion  is  there  for  confidering  them  in  a  reli- 
"  gious  Light  r"  But  fuppofmg  they  are,  which 
is  more  than  we  know,  is  not  the  whole  Frame 
of  Things,  of  our  Bodies  and  our  Souls,  natu- 
ral ?  And  are  we  therefore  to  confider  none  of 
them  in  a  religious  Light  ?  We  are  to  confider 
them  all  ib.  Life  and  Death  are-  natural. 
Judgment,  Heaven  and  Hell,  are  juft  as  natu- 
ral. For  what  is  Nature?  The  Order  efta- 
blimed  by  a  wife  and  holy  God.  And  muft 
he  not  defign,  that  we  mould  learn  from 
every  Part  of  it,  efpecially  the  mod  ftriking 
Parts,  to  honour  him,  and  fear  before,  the 
Lord  *  ?  He  forefaw  from  the  Beginning,  that 
conftant  and  uniform  Impreffions  on  our  Minds 
would  be  apt  to  grow  faint  and  languid. 
Therefore  he  interwove,  in  his  original  Scheme, 
Incidents,  that  mould  alarm  us,  from  Tims 
to  Time.  Is  that  Provifion  of  His  a  Reafon, 
why  we  mould  not  be  alarmed  ? 

Terror  alone  indeed  is  of  no  Ufe.  And  God 
forbid,  that  I  mould  endeavour  to  raife  it  in 
any  of  you,  were  nothing  better  likely  to  fol- 

*  Haggai  i.  12. 
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low.  But,  generally  fpeaking,  it  is  the  firft, 
the  ftrongeft  Motive  to  Reformation.  And 
though  Dread  of  future  Punimments  ought  to 
have,  that  of  prefent  often  hath,  the  moft 
powerful  Influence  in  exciting  Sentiments  of 
Piety,  and  thence  of  Virtue ;  which  are  both 
of  them  pra&ifed  afterwards  from  more  inge- 
nuous Principles.  With  my  Soul  have  I  dejired 
thee  in  the  Night -,  yea,  with  my  Spirit  within 
me  will  Ifeek  thee  early.  For  when  thy  Judg- 
ments are  in  the  Earthy  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
World  will  learn  J&ghteoufnefs  *.  And  this 
particular  Judgment,  of  which  we  have  had, 
in  Comparifon,  fo  gentle  an  Intimation,  ap- 
pears from  Scripture  to  have  been  peculiarly 
intended  and  employed,  through  fucceflive 
Generations,  to  give  Mankind  a  Senfe  of  Re- 
verence and  Duty  towards  Him,  who  removeth 
the  Mountains,  and  overturneth  them  in  his 
Anger-,  who  fiaketh  the  Earth  out  of  her 
Place,  and  the  Pillars  thereof  tremble^-.  When 
the  Law  was  delivered  at  Mount  Sinai,  the 
whole  Mountain,  we  read,  quaked  greatly  J. 
When  Corah  and  his  Company  rebelled  againfr. 
the  Lord ;  the  Ground  that  was  under  them 
clave  afunder,  the  Earth  opened  her  Mouth, 
and  fwallowed  them  up  :  they  went  down  alive 
into  the  Pit-,  and  the  Earth  clofed  upon  them, 
and  t  hey  perified  from  among  the  Congregation  ||. 
In  the  Days  of  Saul,  when  the  Lord  avenged 
Jfrael  cf  the  Philiftines,  there  was  a  trembling 

*  If.  xxvi.  9.  t  Job  ix.  5,6.  J  Exod.  xix.  18. 
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in  the  Field-,  and  the  Earth  quaked;  it  was  a 
Trembling  of  God*.  When  he  delivered  Da- 
vid from  the  Hand  of  his  Enemies,  the  very 
Foundations  of  the  Hills  fiook  and  were  re- 
moved, becaufe  he  was  wroth  -f.  When  his 
own  People  provoked  him  to  Difpleafure,  his 
Threatning  in  Ifaiah  is  :  Tboufoalt  be  vi/ited  of 
the  Lord  of  Hofts  with  thunder,  and  with 
Earthquakes,  and  great  Noife,  with  Storm  and 
Tempcjl  J.  Sometimes  indeed  Expreffions, 
like  thefe,  may  fignify  only  Diforders  and 
Commotions  in  Kingdoms  and  States,  fuch  as 
we  experienced  not  many  Years  ago,  and  had 
Reafon  to  pray  with  the  Pfalmift  :  O  God,  thou 
haft  caft  us  off',  thou  haft  fcattered  us,  thou  hajl 
been  difpleafed :  O  turn  thy f elf  to  us  again* 
Thou  haft  made  the  Earth  to  tremble  :  heal  the 
Breaches  thereof,  for  it  jhaketh  ||.  But  there 
was  in  Ifaiah's  Age  a  literal  Earthquake,  fo 
confiderable,  that  we  find  it  ferved  afterwards, 
both  for  a  Date,  to  mark  Time§,  and,  even 
at  the  Diftance  of  two  hundred  Years,  for  a 
proverbial  Defcription  of  Terror  :  Te  flail  fee  t 
like  as  ye  fed  from  before  the  Earthquake,  in 
the  Days  ofUzziah,  King  of  Judab  **.  A- 
gain,  Jeremiah  fets  forth  the  Wickednefs  of 
the  Jewifh  Nation,  too  like  our  own,  and  its 
Confequences,  thus  :  My  People  isfoolijk,  they 
have  not  known  me  :  they  are  wife  to  do  Evil, 
but  to  do  Good  they  have  no  Knowledge.  I  be- 
held the  Mountains,  and lo,  they  trembled',  and 

•  i  Sjun.xiv.  15.  f  Pf.  xviii.  7.  J  If.  xxix.  6. 
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all  the  Wlls  mov»d  lightly.  I  beheld,  and  to, 
there  'was  no  Man :  the  fruitful  Place  was  a 
Wildernefs,  and  all  the  Cities  thereof  were 
broken  down  at  the  Prefence  of  the  Lord,  and 
by  his  farce  Anger  *.  Once  more,  God  is  in- 
troduced in  the  Prophet  Ezekiel,  ufing  thefe 
Words  :  In  my  'Jealoufy,  and  the  Fire  of  my 
Wrath,  have  I  fpoken :  furely  in  that  Day 
there  flail  be  a  great  Shaking  in  the  Land  of 
Jfrael :  Jo  that  theFifles  of  the  Sea,  the  Fowls 
of  the  Heaven,  the  Reafts  of  the  Field,  and  all 
the  Men  that  are  upon  the  Face  of  the  Earth, 
fhalljhake  at  my  Prefence  :  and  the  Mountains 
ft  all  be  thrown  down,  and  the  Jleep  Places  fall, 
and  every  Wall  ft  all  fall  to  the  Ground :  thus 
will  I  magnify  myfelf  In  the  Eyes  of  many  Na-* 
tlons-,  and  they  ft  all  know,  that  I  am  tb$ 
Lord  f. 

Nor  doth  the  Old  Teftament  only  give  us 
thefe  awful  Ideas;  but  in  the  New,  no  lefs 
than  three  of  the  four  Evangelifts  record  our 
Saviour  to  have  foretold,  that,  before  his  com- 
ing to  Judgment,  Nation  flail  rife  againft  Na- 
tion, and  Kingdom  againjl  Kingdom,  and  great 
Earthquakes  ft  all  be  In  divers  Places,  and  Fa- 
mines and  Pejlilences  -,  and  fearful  Sights  and 
great  Signs  flail  there  be  from  Heaven  :  all 
thefe  are  the  Beginning  of  Sorrows  J.  Now 
moft  of  thefe,  it  muft  be  owned,  we  have 
ieen  and  felt.  Yet  I  am  far  from  concluding, 

*  Jer.    iv.    zz — 26.  .  t  Ezek.    xxxviii.    19,    20,    23, 
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and  would  cpunCel  others  not  to  be  rafh  in 
concluding,  any  thing  in  relation  to  the  Times 
and  Seafons,  -which  the  Father  hath  put  in  his 
own  Power  *.  But  we  are  authorised  to  con- 
clude, that  fuch  VifHations  may  be  Tokens  of 
wonderful  Changes,  in  the  natural,  in  the 
civil  World  ;  as  indeed  the  Book  of  Revelation 
affords  Ground  to  believe,  that,  fooner  or  later, 
they  will  :  defcribing  many  grand  Periods  of 
Time,  as .  introduced  by  thefe  Fore-runners. 
Or  however  that  be,  we  cannot  err  in  con- 
cluding, that  a  God  fo  great  in.  Counfel  and 
mighty  in  Work,  muft  have  his  Eyes  open  on 
all  the  Ways  of  the  Sons  of  Men,  to  give  every 
one  according  to  the  Fruit  of  his  Doings  -J-. 
Whether  at  the  prefent  Time,  whether  in  the 
prefent  Life,  appears,  not  yet.  And  I  would 
not  terrify  the  worfh  Sinner  among  you,  be- 
yond Reafon.  Poiiibly  we  may  feel  ,no  more 
of  thefe  Shocks.  Poiiibly  no  Damage  may 
attend  them,  if  we  do.  But  is  Poffibility,  is 
Probability,  in  a  Matter  fo  totally  out  of 
Sight,  firm  Ground  enough  for  you  to  rifque 
your  Souls  upon  r  Even  were  it  Certainty, 
hath  God  no  other  Means,  than  Earthquakes, 
to  deal  with  Men  as  they  deferve  ?  Or,  is.  not 
every  Part  of  the  Cr?a.tion  ready  to  execute 
his  Vengeance,  whenever  he  bids  it  ?  Surely 
then  you  fhould  have  immediate  Recourfe  to 
the  Scripture  Remedy,  the  only  infallible  one, 
againft  this  and  all  Dangers,  Jland  in  Awe> 
and  fin  not  J. 

•Afl.i.7.  tjer.zxxii.ig.          .J-PtMT.* 
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But  perhaps  you  will  objeft :  "  We  are  not 
"  convinced  that  our  Danger,  be  there  ever 
"  fb  much,  proceeds  from  Sin.  We  are  not 
'*  greater  Sinners,  than  others  :  they  that  fuf- 
"  fer  moft  by  fudden  Strokes,  are  not  greater  : 
"  our  Saviour  hath  told  us,  that  they  are 
"  not  *."  But  he  faid  it  of  fome  only,  not 
of  all :  and  to  what  End  did  he  fay  it  of  thofe  ? 
To  make  Men  thoughtlefs  and  carelefs  about 
themfelves  ?  No  :  entirely  to  make  them  cha- 
ritable in  their  Judgments  about  their  Bre- 
thren. On  what  Foundation  then  do  we  of 
this  Nation,  this  City,  fay,  we  are  not  worfe 
than  others  ?  I  am  fenfible,  the  Countries 
around  us  are  very  wicked.  And  it  might  be 
as  fruitlefs,  as  it  would  be  a  melancholy  Em- 
ployment, to  examine,  which  are  worfe,  we 
or  they.  Yet  furely  our  Luxury  and  Extrava- 
gance, our  Debauchery  and  Intemperance, 
our  Madnefs  for  Pleafure  from  the  Higheft  to 
the  Loweft,  our  Selfimnefs  and  profligate  Cor- 
ruption, our  uncharitable  Divifions,  alas,  our 
many  other  Sins  that  might  be  named,  are  not 
eafily  parallelled  any  where  elfe.  But  fuppofing 
them  to  equal  us  in  this  horrid  Competition : 
do  they  fin  as  openly,  as  avowedly  as  we, 
glorying  in  their  Shame  \  ?  Are  they  unpunifh- 
ed,  unreflrained,  I  had  almoft  faid  indulged, 
as  here  ?  I  conceive  not.  Or  if  they  were  as 
boldly  and  fecurely  vicious  in  common  Life : 
are  they  as  regardlefs  too  of  Him  that  made 
them  ?  I  believe  no  one  Nation  in  the  Chriftian 
*  Luke  xiii.  2,  fcc.  t  Phil.iii.  19. 
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World  is,  or  ever  was.  Many  Individuals 
may  :  but  is  the  Generality!  the  Bulk  of  High 
and  Low,  fo  profane  any  where ;  fo  contemp- 
tuoufly  negligent  of  God,  and  in  Confequence 
of  that,  fo  utterly  deftitute  of  all  Profpect  and 
all  Principle  of  Amendment  ?  Or  admitting 
even  this :  yet,  in  many  other  Nations,  ill- 
grounded,  fuperftitious,  unworthy  Opinions 
make  up  a  confiderable  Part  of  their  religious 
Belief :  on  which  Account,  it  is  more  excufa- 
ble,  if  fome  are  tempted  to  defpife  the  whole ; 
while  others  rely  on  empty  Forms,  or  impious 
Observances,  even  to  appeafe  God  on  fuch 
Occafions,  as  the  preient.  But  You  have  a 
rational  and  moral  Religion,  with  plain  In- 
ilrudions  in  it,  and  home  Exhortations  to  live 
fuitably  to  it,  prefled  upon  you  continually : 
and  you  Jove  Darknefs  rather  than  Light,  be- 
caufe  your  Deeds  are  evil*.  Nay,  more  than 
a  few,  not  content  to  diibbey  it,  ridicule  it, 
inveigh  agamic  it,  teach  others  to  do  fo  too : 
fome,  in  mere  wanton  Gaiety ;  others,  with 
a  Zeal  quite  enthufiaftick.  And  for  what 
End  ?  Have  they  a  Syftem  of  Doctrines  and 
Precepts  to  fet  up,  more  honourable  to  the 
Supreme  Being,  more  beneficial  to  human  Se- 
ciety,  better  fitted  to  enlighten  the  Under- 
ftanding,  to  dignify  the  Heart  ?  And  is  it  to 
ertablifh  this,  that  they  depreciate  Chriftia- 
nity  ?  No  :  however  highly  and  extravagantly 
they  fome  of  them,  now  and  then,  arTecl  to 
talk  of  natural  Religion:  yet  in  Faci,  nonecf 

*  John  iv.  19. 
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them,  fo  far  as  appears,  either  praftife  or 
ilatedly  profefs  it :  but  they  live  'without  God, 
and  die  without  Hope  *.  Nor  have  we  only 
our  Means  of  Knowledge,  but  our  Liberty, 
our  Plenty,  our  numberlefs  Mercies  of  every 
Kind,  to  aggravate  our  Tranfgreffions.  And 
ilill  can  we  plead,  that  we  are  no  worfe  than 
others  ?  Or  if  we  could,  what  Comfort  is  there 
in  that,  if  we  are  bad  enough  to  deferve  God's 
Indignation ;  and  growing  yearly  and  daily  to 
deferve  a  higher  Degree  of  it  -y  abounding 
more  and  more  in  our  old  Vices,  and  adding 
new  and  unnatural  ones  to  them  ?  Doth  our 
Saviour  fay,  that  fuch,  as  can  flatter  them- 
felves  they  are  not  greater  Sinners  than  others, 
need  not  be  afraid  ?  Quite  the  contrary,  he 
faith,  Except  ye  repent,  ye  ftall  all  likewife 
perijh  -)*•.  And,  I  beg  you  obferve,  the  gene- 
ral Terror  of  that  Saying  hath  now  been  par- 
ticularly pointed  towards  this  City,  the  Head- 
quarters and  Example  of  Wickednefs  to  the 
whole  Ifland.  This  very  Place  hath  been  the 
Center,  both  of  the  firft  and  the  fecond  Shock  ; 
and  they  have  extended  but  few  Miles  round 
it.  Doth  not  that  look  very  like  an  efpecial 
Denunciation  againft  us  ?  And  mould  it  not 
incline  us  to  take  the  Prophet's  Direction : 
^he  Voice  of  the  Lord  crieth  unto  the  City  : 
and  the  Man  of  Wifdom  Jhall  fee  thy  Name  : 
bear  ye  the  Rod,  and  who  hath  appointed 

f£ 

*  Eph.  ii.  12.  t  Luke  xiii.  3,  J  Mic.  vi.  9. 

Some, 


on  Occafion  of  the  Earthquake.        269 
Some,  I  am  told,  have  refolved  to  fly  away 
from  hence  upon  it :  and  then  imagine,  they 
fhall  be  out  of  all  Hazard.     But  do  you  hope 
to  fly  from  God  ?  Fly  from  your  Iniquities  to 
God,  if  you  would   be  fafe.     Other  Precau- 
tions will  avail  you  little,   You  had  one  Alarm 
a  Month  ago.     Have  you  left  off  a  Sin  •  or  a 
Folly  fmce;  done  a  Deed  of  Charity,  or  made 
a  hearty  Prayer  the  more  for  it  ?  The  pub- 
lick  Appearance  of  Things,  I  am  fure,  hath 
been  almoft  in  all  Refpedts  the  fame :  and  in 
very  many,  fuch  as  it  ought  by  no  Means  to 
be.     You  have  now  had  a  fecond   and   more 
terrifying  Admonition.  Hath  even  that  brought 
you  to  any  determinate  good  Refolutions  ?    If 
not,  what  do  you  think  will  ?  And  what  muft 
become  of  you,  if  nothing  do  ?  Miflake  me 
not  to  mean,  that  this  one  Fright  mould  have 
more   Effedt  upon  you  fingly,  than   all   the 
ftanding  Motives  to  Reformation  put  together. 
But  ftill,  when  it  hath  peculiarly  awakened 
you,  and  revived  the  Impreffions  of  them  all 
on  your  Minds :  if  you  fuffer  them  to  wear 
out  again,  and   relapfe  into  your   former  In- 
con  lideratenefs  ;  you  will  be  too  likely  to  fleep 
on,  till  your  final  Ruin  overtakes  you.     This 
Warning  was  defigned  for  a  fignal  Mercy  to 
you.     If  you  flight  it ;  what  can  you  expect, 
but  to  be  left  for  the  future  to  the  Hardnefs 
of  your   own  Hearts  ?  Even  mould  more  of 
the  fame  Kind  follow,  it.  is  moft  likely,  that 
you  will  grow  accuftomed  to  them  ;  and  like 
thoufands  of  poor  Wretches  abroad,  purfue 
P  your 
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your  Sins  fearlefsly,  with  all  the  Elements,  in 
tfheir  Turn,  threatning  from  Time  to  Time 
immediate  Perdition  to  you. 

But,  it  may  be,  more  than  a  few  of  you 
have  felt  no  fmall  Convictions  for  fome  Days 
part? :  only  you  dare  not  exprefs  them,  either 
in  Words  or  Behaviour,  becaufe  the  reft  of 
the  World  would  defpife  you.  Yet  perhaps, 
all  the  while,  many  of  Them  are  under  jufl 
the  fame  Difficulty.  You  are  afraid  of  Their 
Contempt ;  They  are  afraid  of  Yours :  and 
would  you,  on  both  Sides,  difcover  your  Sen- 
timents, you  would  fupport  one  another,  in 
what  is  Right,  inftead  of  awing  one  another 
into  what  is  Wrong.  But  were  you  to  fland 
iingle  :  are  you  to  flifle  and  belie  your  Fear  of 
God,  for  Fear  of  Man  ?  Remember  what  our 
Lord  and  Mafter  hath  declared  to  thofe,  who 
fire  afhamed  of  Him  and  His  Words,  in  a  jinful 
and  adulterous  Generation*.  Very  probably, 
in  the  Days  viNoah,  in  thofe  before  the  Over- 
throw of  Sodom ,  there  were  Perfons,.  difturbed 
not  a  little  within,  at  the  Lives  they  led,  sod 
the  Threatnings  they  heard.  But  ilill,  they 
knew  not  how  to  do  otherwife  than  all  around 
them  did.  So  they  went  on  with  the  Crowd  : 
they  eat,  they  drank,  they  planted,  they  builded, 
they  bought,  they  fold,  they  married,  they  'were 
given  in  Marriage-,  and  knew  not,  till  the 
Flood  came,  and  took  them  away  \  till  it  rained 

*  Mark  viii.  38. 
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Fire  and  Brimjlone  from  Heaven,  and  deftroyed 
them  all*. 

But  you  will  fay,  "  Are  we  then,  at  fuch 
•'  Times  as  thefe,  to  lay  afide  the  common 
"  Bufinefs  and  Offices  of  Life  ?"  On  no  Ac- 
count. Lay  them  afide  always  on  this  Day, 
as  much  as  you  can.  But  on  others,  it  is  not 
following  them,  it  is  not  attending  to  them 
diligently,  the  far  greateft  Part  of  your  Time; 
but  attending  to  them  fo,  as  to  neglect  or 
break  through  higher  Obligations,  that  is  the 
Sin.  The  proper  Employments  of  each  Per- 
fon's  Station  are  Duties,  to  which  God  hath 
called  him.  But  they  are  to  be  done  from  an 
inward  Principle  of  Submiifion  to  his  Will, 
with  a  juft  Senfe  of  the  Vanity  of  this  World, 
of  the  Importance  of  the  next ;  and  with  a 
ierious  Care,  fo  to  pafs  through  Things  tem- 
poral, that  we  finally  lofe  not  the  Things  eter- 
nal-\-. 

1       ;i,  :  {    ';3f,l  *1  >  t":*JJC]  ..ii:.   JJ'  J     I  2TJ£1  ±' 

"  But  if  Bufinefs  be  allowable,  are  not  Di- 
"  verfions  too  r"  With  what  Intent  do  you 
afk  this  ?  Is  it  not  indeed,  that  you  may  ex- 
claim againft  your  Teachers,  it  may  be  your 
Religion  alfo,  as  unreafonably  rigid,  if  we  an- 
Iwer  one  Way  ;  and  pretend,  that  we  approve 
of  your  going  on  juft  as  you  do,  if  we  anfwer 
the  other  Way  ?  Come  with  a  better  Mean- 
ing, and  afk  ;  and  you  {hall  have  Satisfaction. 
But  you  may  have  it  now.  We  dare  not  take 

*  Matth.  xxiv.  38,  39.     Luke  xvii.  27,  28,  29.        f  Col- 
left,  4th  Sunday  after  Trinity. 
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upon  us  to  fay,  that  all  Amufements  are  un- 
lawful, to  all  Perfons,  at  all  Times.  We  be- 
lieve, they  are  often  innocent,  fometirnqs  ufe- 
ful  and  requifite.  But  we  muft  fay;  and 
would  to  God  the  People  of  this  Land  would 
hear  us,  for  they  have  great  Need  j  that  living 
to  them,  and  doting  on  them,  in  the  Manner 
how  commonly  practifed,  is  a  hainous,  crying, 
pernicious  Sin.  Fortunes  are  impaired  and 
ruined;  Creditors  poftponed  and  defrauded; 
Healths  worn  out,  and  Lives  thrown  away ; 
Children  taught  nothing  that  they  ought,  and 
initiated  early  into  every  Thing  that  they  ought 
not;  family,  private,  publick  Affairs,  difre- 
garded ;  Modefty  undermined,  and  common 
Honefly  put  to  Trials,  which  often  get  the 
better  of  it :  and  all  by  the  Means  of  fuch  a 
mad  Purfuit  of  Pleafure  and  Entertainment, 
of  every  Kind,  real  or  imaginary,  through  al- 
rhofl  every  waking  Hour,  as  was  formerly  un- 
known here ;  but  hath  been  of  late  Years  con- 
tinually increaiing  ;  and  is,  if  there  bepoffible 
Room  for  it,  increafing  ftill  j  and  fpreading 
wider,  amongft  all  Ranks  of  People,  in  Defi- 
ance to  Religion,  to  Reafon,  to  Law  :  even 
they  who  make  the  Laws,  they  who  mould 
execute  them,  they  who  mould  fee  that  their 
Inferiors  execute  them,  joining  openly  in  the 
Violation  of  them,  and  fo  inviting  all  around 
them  to  do  the  fame, 

But  could  all  thefe  Mifchiefs  be  avoided  in 
fucli  a  Courfe  of  Life  :  yet  is  it  nothing,  that 
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your  Time,  your  Thoughts,  your  Souls  are 
filled  with  Trifles  and  Follies  ;  that  you  are 
engaged  in  them  too  late  over  Night,  to  attend 
here  the  next  Morning  on  the  Worfliip  and 
Inflruftion,  which  your  Maker  hath  appoint- 
ed :  that  fuch  Multitudes,  initead  of  fo  impor- 
tant a  Work,-  fpend  the  former  Part  of  this 
holy  Day  in  needlefs  Vilitings  and  Airings, 
idle  Excuriions  and  Parties  ;  and  not  a  few> 
the  latter  Part  in  Debauchery  or  Gaming; 
that  you  lay  afide,  it  may  be  feared  entirely, 
the  moft  improving  Duties  of  Self-infpection 
and  private  Prayer;  forget  God,  and  give 
yourfelves  up  to  the  World  :  that  you  cling  to 
thefe  Vanities,  even  at  the  Age  when  they 
become  you  the  worit,  till  you  drop  into 
Eternity,  with  your  Heads  and  your  Hearts 
full  of  nothing  eife  :  and  yet  on  the  Merit  of 
this  wile  Conduct,  apprehend  yourfelves  in- 
titled  to  fcorn,  inftead  of  honouring,  thofe 
who  act  on  other  Principles  ? 

If  you  cannot  ufe  Diveriions,  without  run- 
ning into  fuch  Lengths,  indeed  without  Dan- 
ger of  coming  in  Sight  of  them ;  you  are 
bound,  as  you  value  your  Salvation,  not  to  ufe 
them  at  all.  And  though  you  can  ufe  them 
ever  fo  fafely ;  it  will  both  be  pious,  prudent 
and  charitable,  to  abftain  from  all  of  them 
often,  and  from  fome  of  them  perhaps  alto- 
gether; were  it  only  to  guard  others,  to 
whom  they  may  be  lefs  fafe  ;  and  to  mew  the 
World,  what  it  feems  to  have  no  remaining 
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Notion  of,  that  Life  may  be  fupported,  may 
be  enjoyed,  without  them.  The  prefent  Sea- 
fon  of  Lent  uled  to  be  a  Teftimony  of  this : 
but  of  late  all  Methods  have  been  employed 
to  make  it  a  Teftimony  of  the  contrary ;  by 
crowding  into  it,  and  even  into  the  mod  facred 
Week  of  it,  as  many  Entertainments,  both  in 
private  Houfes  and  public  Theatres,  as  can  be 
contrived.  If  thefe  Things  are  wrong,  why 
may  not  you  take  the  prefent  Opportunity, 
when  you  have  had  fo  loud  a  Call  to  Seriouf- 
nefs,  for  beginning  to  practife  a  little  more  of 
it,  than  ordinary ;  and,  for  that  Purpofe,  keep 
back  from  fome  Places,  to  which  elfe  you 
might  have  gone  ?  Let  others  guefs  the  Rea- 
fon.  If  they  afk,  let  them  know  it.  If  they 
deride  you  j  either  enter  upon  the  Subject,  or 
avoid  it,  as  you  fee  a  Likelihood,  or  none,  of 
doing  Good  :  but  at  leaft  keep  to  your  Point ; 
with  Temper,  with  Charity,  yet  with  Refo- 
lution. 

«  But  if  we  aft  thus,  all  the  World  will 
"  fhun  us,  we  {hall  be  left  alone  :  what  (hall 
'*  we  do  ?"  The  more  valuable  Part  of  the 
World  will  not  mun  you :  and  the  Lofs  of 
fome  of  your  Company  may  be  very  far  from 
doing  you  Harm.  It  is  likely,  you  will  have 
a  good  deal  more  Time  to  yourfelves  :  but  can 
you  not  find,  have  you  not  already,  full  Em- 
ployment for  it  ?  Difcreet  Conduct  of  your 
own  Affairs,  kind  Amftance  of  others,  need- 
ful Care  of  your  Health,  proper  Improvement 
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of  your   Mind  in    uleful   Knowledge,    thefe 
Things  may   furely  til)   up  no  fmall  Part  of 
your  Day.     But  there  is  another  Work,  the 
moft  neceffary  of  all,  the  one  ^Tbing  needful  *, 
to  which  perhaps  you  have  not  applied,  near 
io  much  as  it  requires,  near  fo  much  as  yo'u 
imagine  :  I  mean,  a  ferious  pradical  Atten- 
tion to  your  fpiritual  State.     Surely  you  muft 
be  fenfible,  that  the  Bufinefs  of  a  Chriilian  is, 
not  only  to  abftain  from  grofs  Wickednefs,  and 
obferve  the  Forms  of  Piety,  but  to  mortify 
that  Lave  of  the  World  and  of  Pleafure,  which 
is  inconfifler.t  with  the  Love  of  the  Father -^-^ 
and  fet  our  djf'eciicns  on  Tubings  above,  where 
Cbriji  ftttetb  at  the  right  Hand  of  God  \  ;  to 
cultivate  and  exercife   Equity,  Mildnefs  and 
Charity  towards  all  Men,  and  perform  from  a 
right  Principle  every  Duty  of  every  focial  Re- 
lation; yet  to  know,  that  after  all  we  are  un- 
profitable Servants  ||,  and  muft  rely,  not  on 
oar  own  Rightcoulhefs,  but  the  Mercy  of  the 
Gofpel.     Great  Numbers  amongft  you  doubt- 
lefs  are,  and  may  long,  perhaps  always,  have 
been,  what  common  Language   calls   moral, 
and  even  religious  Perfons.     But  are  you  what 
an  awakened   Confcience,  what  the  Scripture 
of  Truth  §,  calls  fo  ?  Compare  that,  and  the 
Direction s,  which  wife  and  good  Men  have 
drawn  out  of  it  for  your  Ufe,  with  your  pad 
Adions,    Words,    and  Thoughts.     Examine 
both  wtll ;  without  frightening  yourfelves  un- 

*  Lukex.  43.          f  i  Join  n.  15.  J  CoL  iii.  i,  T: 

i-akexvii.  ic.          $  Dan.x.  ti. 
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reafonably,  or  accufing  yourfelves  unjuftly, 
but  without  flattering  yourfelves  at  all :  re- 
membring,  that  God  is  merciful,  but  remem- 
bring  alfo,  that  he  is  holy.  This  alone  may 
prove  no  mort  Taik.  And  if  the  Inquiry  end 
on  the  whole  in  your  Favour,  as  God  grant 
it  may  j  frequent  Reflexions,  that  your  Maker 
is  your  Friend,  and  Heaven  your  Inheritance, 
will  enable  you  to  pafs  your  future  Days  very 
joyfully,  how  little  foever  may  be  contributed 
of  fuperficial  Happinefs  from  any  other  Quar- 
ter. But  at  the  beft,  you  will  affuredly  per- 
ceive at  the  fame  Time,  what  will  give  you 
flill  further  Occupation,  many  Things  in  your- 
felves to  beg  Forgivenefs  for,  to  amend,  to 
watch  over.  And  fhould  you  find,  as  I  fear 
too  many  of  you  will,  that  your  Heart  as  yet 
is  not  right  in  the  Sight  of  God 'y  that  you  are 
Ml  m  the  Gall  of  Eittcrnefs  and  the  Bond  of 
Iniquity  * ;  here  will  be  Work  enough  for  you 
to  do,  though  every  Thing  unneceffary  be  left 
undone :  to  humble  yourfelves  before  him 
with  deep  Contrition ;  to  lay  hold  on  his 
offered  Mercy,  with  true  Faith  in  the  Merits 
of  his  Son  5  to  pray  for  his  Grace,  and  ufe  it  j 
to  deanfe  your/elves  from  all  Filthinefs  of  Flejh 
and  Spirit  ~f-.  Never  afk,  what  you  mall  do 
with  your  fpare  Time,  till  you  have  gone 
through  thefe  Things.  And  when  you  have, 
if  the  late  providential  Warning  hath  been,  in 
the  leaft  Degree,  the  Occafion  of  your  under- 
taking them,  you  will  blefs  God  to.  your 

*  A&s  viii.  21,  23.  f  2  Cor.  vii.  I. 
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dying  Day  for  the  Alarm,  which  it  gave 
you, 

Amidft  the  innumerable  and  ineftimable  Pri- 
vileges, belonging  to  thofe,  who  have  acquainted 
themfehes  with  Him,  and  are  at  Peace  *,  one, 
peculiarly  proper  to  be  mentioned  now,  is, 
that  while  they  preferve  their  Integrity,  they 
will  never  have  Caufe  to  be  difmayed  or  dif- 
turbed  at  whatever  happens  in  this  World. 
Some  good  Perfons  indeed  may  be  tempted  to 
accufe  themfelves  of  an  irreligious  Infenfibility, 
that  they  have  felt  no  more  on  the  late  Occa- 
fion.  But  if,  on  any  Occafion,  they  have  felt 
enough  to  make  them  fear  God  and  ferve  him : 
let  them  never  be  grieved  at  what,  in  all  Like- 
lihood, is  merely  conftitutional,  if  it  be  not 
rather  a  pious  Serenity.  We  read,  that  when 
Elijah  flood  before  the  Lord,  firft  a  great  and 
ftrong  Wind  rent  the  Mountains  and  brake  in 
Pieces  the  Rocks ;  but  the  Lord  'was  not  in  the 
Wind:  after  the  Wind  was  an  Earthquake ; 
but  the  Lord  'was  not  in  the  Earthquake :  after 
the  Earthquake  was  a  Fire ;  but  the  Lord  was 
not  in  the  Fire :  after  the  Fire  was  a  fmall 
jlill  Voice,  and  in  that  God  fpoke  to  his  Ser- 
vant -f .  If  then  he  hath  fpoken  to  us  ever  fo 
gently,  and  we  have  heard  him  :  it  mould  be 
Matter  of  Comfort,  not  Defpondency,  that 
he  hath  found  no  Need  of  ufmg  Words  of 
Terror  to  us.  But  a  much  commoner  Cafe 
is,  that  pious  Minds  are  ftruck,  on  thefe  ex- 

•  ?  *  »O~  T 

*  Jobjcxii,  21.  f  i  Kings  xur.  u,  12. 
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traordinary  Manifestations  of  Divine  Power, 
with  great  fudden  Horror.  So  was  David: 
My  Fiejh  trembleth  for  Fear  of  thee :  and  I  am 
afraid  of  thy  'Judgments  *.  So  was  Mofes  at 
Mount  Sinai>  when  he  faid,  /  exceedingly 
tremble  and  quake  -j~.  Therefore  never  do  you, 
of  weaker  Spirits,  either  think  ill  of  your- 
felves  or  wonder,  if  your  Feelings  are  both 
more  painful  and  more  durable,  than  you  wifh. 
Still  they  are  effentially  different  from  thofe 
of  wicked  Perfons  :  your  Dependence  on  God 
will  enable  you  to  check  your  Apprehenfions, 
in  fome  Meafure,  when  at  the  higheft,  and  in 
a  while  to  recover  your  former  Tranquillity  : 
to  fay  with  Job,  Though  he  flay  me,  yet  will  I 
trujl  in  him  J  .*  or  in  the  more  triumphant 
Language  of  the  Pfalmift  :  God  is  our  Hope  and 
Strength,  a  very  prefent  Help  in  Trouble. 
Therefore  will  we  not  fear,  though  the  Earth 
be  moved,  and  though  the  Hills  be  carried  into 
the  Midfl  of  the  Sea  \\.  The  whole  Frame  of 
Nature,  and  every  Thing  that  comes  to  pafs 
in  it,  is  friendly  to  Perfons  in  earneft  religi- 
ous, and  works  together  for  their  Good§.  Life 
or  De-ath,  Things  prefent  or  Things  to  come, 
all  Things  are  theirs ,  and  they  are  Chrijl's  3 
and  Chrijl  is  God's  **. 

Earthquakes  in  particular,  terrible  as  they 
appear,  have  often  been  Marks  of  God's  Fa- 
vour to  his  People.  There  was  one  at  the 

*  Pf.  cxtx.  120.  f  Heb.xii.  21.  J  JoKxiii.  i£. 

JfPf.xlvi.   1,2.  §  Rom,  viii.  28.       **  i  Cor.  iii.  22,  23. 
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Death,  another  at  the  Refurre&ion  of  our 
bleffed  Lord:  the  two  great  Bulwarks  of 
Chriftian  Comfort.  At  the  Day  of  Pentecoft, 
there  came  a  Sound  from  Heaven,  as  of  a  rufh- 
ing  mighty  Wind  *,  probably  fomewiiat  re- 
fembling  the  Sound,  which  you  heard  fo  late- 
ly. In  a  flbort  Time  after,  on  the  firft  At- 
tempt cf  perfecuting  the  Dilciples,  when  they 
had  prayed,  the  Place  ivas  jbaken,  where  they 
•were  affembled  together  :  and  they  •were  all  fil- 
ed with  the  Rely  Gboft,  andfpake  the  Word  of 
God  with  Boldnefs  -f-.  Again,  when  Paul  and 
Silas  were  impnfoned,  while  they  fang  Praifes 
unto  God,  Juddenly  there  teas  a  great  Earth- 
quake, fo  that  the  Foundations  of  the  Prifon 
•were  Jhaken,  and  all  the  Doors  opened  :  which 
was  immediately  followed  by  the  Converfion 
of  the  Jaylor  and  his  Family  ;  and  the  Deli- 
verance of  the  Apoftle  and  his  Companion  by 
the  Magiilrates  J.  Why  then  fliould  that  fb 
greatly  affright  You,  which  hath  miniftred  to 
Ib  many  others,  Cauie  of  Thankfgiving  ? 

ff  It  is  fbmewhat  extremely  awful."  So  is 
every  Thing,  that  reminds  us,  with  any 
Strength,  of  God  and  our  latter  End.  And 
yet,  if  we  are  not  reminded  of  them  effec- 
tually, we  are  undone  to  Eternity.  It  is  not 
near  fo  awful,  as  what  you  notwithftanding 
profefs  to  defire  and  pray  for :  the  Time, 
when  He  mall  come  to^/fr  on  bis  T^broney  from 
izbofe  Face  Earth  and  Heaven  flail  flee  away, 

*  Afis  ii.  i,  2.        f  Ads  i».  31.         %  Aas  XTJ.  25,  &c. 
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and  no  Place  be  found  for  tbem  *.  "  But  we 
"  may  he  fwallowed  up  inftantly."  You  may, 
this  very  Inftant.  And  fo  you  may  die,  every 
Moment,  a  thoufand  other  Ways  befides. 
But  do  you  not  confider,  in  whofe  Power  it 
is,  whether  you  (hall  or  not?  Cannot  God 
preferve  you  ?  And  will  he  not,  if  it  be  for 
your  Advantage  ?  Hear  the  Pfalmift :  Whojb 
dwelktb  under  the  Defence  of  the  moji  High, 
Jhall  abide  under  the  Shadow  of  the  Almighty. 
Thou  fta/t  not  be  afraid  for  the  Terror  by 
Nigbt>  nor  the  DeJirucJion  that  wajleth  at 
Noon-day.  A  thoujand  foall  fall  at  thy  Side, 
and  ten  thoujand  at  thy  right  Hand :  but  it 
Jhall  not  come  nigh  thee.  With  thine  Eyesjhalt 
thou  beboldy  and  fee  the  Reward  of  the  Un- 
godly -)-.  But  if  he  thinks  it  proper  you  mould 
die  now,  why  is  it  not  beft  for  you  ?  Shall  you 
not  efcape  by  it  innumerable,  unknown  Temp- 
tations, and  Hazards  to  your  Soul ;  and  be 
fafe  and  happy  for  ever  ?  Humility  bids  you 
pray  againfl  fudden  Death.  But  Refignation 
bids  you  receive  it  very  contentedly,  if  after 
all  God  chufes  it  for  you.  In  the  moft  impor- 
tant Senfe,  no  Death  is  fudden,  for  which 
you  are  prepared ;  and  good  Perfons  are  pre~ 
pared  always. 

But  perhaps  this  Kind  of  Vifitation  alarms 
you,  not  merely  as  a  dangerous  one,  but  as"  a 
Token  that  God  is  angry.  And  he  is  fo  :  but 
with  whom  ?  Not  with  the  Good.  Or  if  he 

•  Rev.  xx.  u.  t  Pf.  xci.  i,  5,  6,  7,  8. 
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be,  k  is  wily  a  fatherly  Oifpleafure,  that  we 
do  not  become  better.  And  is  not  any  Way 
of  {hewing  that,  infinitely  kinder,  than  leav- 
ing us  unreproved,  and  letting  us  grow  worfe  ? 
If  then  you  perceive  yourfelves  to  have  been 
falling  into  Sin  or  Negligence ;  be  thankful 
for  fo  timely  a  Warning,  and  reform.  But 
if  you  do  not,  or  if  you  have  rectified  your 
Courfe;  for  the  Honour  of  Religion  be  of 
good  Courage.  Keep  far  indeed  from  Levity 
of  Heart,  Speech  and  Behaviour:  efpeciafly 
in  Relation  to  a  Providence,  intended  to  pro- 
duce very  different  Effects :  but  ftill  maintain 
and  expreis  a  peaceful,  a  cheerful  Compofure  : 
nor  let  it  once  be  faid,  that  You  were  in  die 
greateft  Fear,  who  have  Caufe  for  none ;  while 
They  were  in  none,  who  have  Caufe  for  the 
greateft.  Yet  if  you  cannot  help  this,  con- 
fider  it  only  as  a  very  pardonable  Weaknefs  in 
yourfelves :  and  inftead  of  entertaining  even  a 
momentary  Thought  of  envying  Them,  re- 
colled  with  tender  Pity,  how  fwift  the  Hour 
of  that  inconceivably  more  terrible  Shock  is 
coming  upon  them,  which  the  Words  of  St. 
John  defcribe  in  fo  awakening  a  Manner. 
And  I  beheld,  and  lo  there  was  a  great  Earth- 
quake :  and  the  Sun  became  black  as  Sackcloth, 
and  the  Moon  became  as  Shod,  and  the  Stars 
fell  unto  the  Earth ;  and  the  Heaven  departed 
as  a  Scrow/,  when  it  it  rolled  together ;  and 
every  Mountain  and  I/land  were  removed  out  of 
their  Place.  And  the  Kings  of  the  Earth,  and 
tbe  Great  Men,  and  the  Rich  and  the  Mighty, 

and 
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and  every  Bond- man  and  every  Free-man,  bid 
themfelves  in  the  Dens  and  in  the  Rocks  of  the 
Mountains  ;  and  faid  to  the  Mountains  and  tbs 
Rocks,.  Fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  Face  of 
Him,  that  fitteth  on  the  Throtie,  and  from  the 
Wrath  of  the  Lamb :  for  the  great  Day  of  his 
Wrath  is  come,  and  who  foal  I  be  able  tojland  *  ? 
If  You  deiiie  to  be  able,  your  only  Way  is,  to 
obey  his  Commands  during  Life,  who  is  to 
determine  your  everlafting  State  after  Death  ; 
obferving  the  Apoftle's  Exhortation,  with  which 
I  conclude :  See  that  ye  refufe  not  Him,  that 
fpeaketh.     For  if  they  eft  aped  not,  whorefufed 
Him  that  /pake  on  Earth,  at  the  Delivery  of 
the  Law  -,  much  more  fo  all  not  we,  if  we  turn 
away  from  Him,  that  fpeaketh  from  Heaven  : 
ivhofe  Voice  then  fiook  the  Earth ;  but  he  hath 
promifed,  faying,  Tet  once  more  I  flake,  not  the 
Earth  only,  but  alfo  Heaven.     And  this  Word, 
Tet  once  more,  jignifieth  the  removing  of  thofe 
Things  that  are  foaken,  as  of  'Things  that  are 
made  -,  that  thofe >  which  cannot  be  foaken,  may 
remain.     Wherefore   we  receiving  a  Kingdom, 
that  cannot  be  moved ;  let  us  have  Grace,  where- 
by we  may  ferve  him  acceptably,  with,  Reve- 
rence and  godly  Fear  :  for  our  God  is  a  con- 
Juming  Fire  -j~. 

*  Rev.  vi.  12 — 17.  f  Heb.  xii.  25 — 29. 
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Preached  at  the  Parifli- Church  of  St. 
y&mes,  WeftminfleT)  December  30, 
1 75°*  on  reigning  die  Rectory. 


2  COR.  xiii.   ii. 
Finafy,  Brethren,  farewell. 


T  ^fr-riv/-^/?*  !•  i  ^;I?:^h  j\f."       .   ,: 

YO  U  have  expe&ed  for  feveral  Months 
what  you  will  immediately  underftand 
the  Choice  of  thefe  Words  to  import,  my  Re- 
fignation  of  the  Office  of  your  Minifler.  If 
any  one  blames  me,  or  is  forry  for  it,  I  intreat 
him  to  coniider.  Above  feventeen  Years  and 
a  half  have  paiTed  over  my  Head  in  this  Place. 
I  have  fpent  the  Flower  and  Vigour  of  my 
Life  in  your  Service  :  and  now  I  find,  and  muft 
expert  to  find,  myfelf  growing  lefs  fit  every 
Day  for  the  Duties  of  ib  laborious  a  Cure. 
You  would  not  wifh  to  wear  me  quite  out  be- 
fore my  Time  :  I  would  not  wifh  to  be  bur- 
thenfome,  without  being  ufeful  to  you :  and 
it  is  much  better,  that  you  mould  be  grieved 
at  my  Departure,  than  weary  of  my  Stays 
that  I  iliould  leave  you,  while  I  can  do  fome- 
thing,  than  continue  with  you,  when  I  can 
do  nothing  :  and  convenient  Opportunities  of 

re- 


224       -A  Sermon  preached  on  refigning 
removing  are  not  likely,  as  you  muft  be  fenfi- 
ble,  to  happen  frequently.     Befides,  the  Care 
of  my  Diocefe  requires  me  to  be  abfent  from 
you  near  half  my  Time  :  another  Perfon  may 
be  able  to  beftow  His  upon  you  almoft  entire- 
ly.    In  fo  long  a  Space  I  have  given  Offence 
probably   to  more  Perfons  than  I  am  aware ; 
whether juft  Offence,  is  not  for  me  to  fay: 
my'SuccerTor  will  have  offended  no  one.     I 
have   undergone   fome   pretty   fevere   Trials, 
with  fuch  Temper  and  Spirits  as  I  could  :  but 
how  either  would  hold  out,  in  my  declining 
Age,  to  undergo  more  of  them,1 1  cannot  fore- 
fee.     And  therefore  on  the  whole,  I   hope  it 
•will  not  be  imputed  to  me  as  a  Fault,  that  I 
have  accepted  of  the  Offer,  which  his  Ma- 
jefty's  Goodnefs  hath  been  induced  to  make 
me.  '  I  did  not  follicit  to  be  brought  amongfl 
you  ;  nor  have  I  follicited  to  quit  you.     I  had 
a  large  Income  in  the  Church,  when  I  came 
hither  :  I  have  not  enriched  myfelf  by   my 
Abode  here :  I  {hall  not  enrich  myfelf  by  go- 
Ing  from  hence.     Hitherto  I  truft  I  have  not 
remarkably  confulted  my  own  Eafe  :  and  here- 
after, through  God's  Grace,  I  mail  be  diligent 
according  to  my  Ability,  both  in  Preaching 
and  other  Duties  of  my  Profeffion.     But  it 
muft  not  be  thought  ftrange,  if  amongft  thefe, 
I  chiefly  devote  myfelf,  to  the  private  Study  of 
the  holy  Scripture,  and  the  daily  Attendance 
on  Divine  Wormip,  in  the  Station,  to  which 
I    am    retiring.     I  return   you    my   heartieft 
Thanks  for  your  kind  Acceptance  of  my  La- 
bours, 
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hours,  for  your  Indulgence,  for  your  Libera- 
lity to  me.  I  humbly  afk  your  Pardon  for  my 
Failings  and  Omiffions,  which  I  am  fenfible 
have  been  many  :  though  I  can  truly  fay, 
that  I  have  always  uprightly  endeavoured  to 
promote  your  Good  in  every  Thing,  Spiritual 
and  Temporal;  and  would  willingly  think  I 
need  not  add,  that  I  have  in  no  Inftance  at- 
tempted to  do  you  InjufHce.  If  in  any  I  can 
properly  ferve  this  Parifh,  or  any  Member  of 
it,  I  {hall  ever  embrace  the  Occafion  with 
Pleafure.  And  for  the  beft  Proof,  that  I  can 
give  at  prefent,  of  that  Difpofition,  I  beg 
leave  to  mention  a  few  Things  at 'Parting, 
about  your  parochial  Affairs/  your  future  Mi- 
nifter,  and  yourfelves,  which  I  conceive  may 
be  ufeful  to  you  ;  and  concerning  which  I  be- 
feech  you  to  bear  the  fame  Freedom  of  Speech 
from  me,  that  you  have  allowed  me  to  ufe, 
on  other  Subjects,  for  fo  many  Years  part; 

I  begin  with  your  civil  Affiirs.  For  both 
the  Management  of  them,  and  the  Judgment 
paiTed  upon  it,  are  Points,  that  may  coniider- 
ably  affect,  not  only  your  Intereft,  but  your. 
Confciences  too.  Conducting  them  right  is 
Matter  of  Confcience,  on  one  Hand  :  and  ab- 
ftaining  from  unjuft  Accufatlons  or  Sufpicions, 
and  feeling  Sentiments  of  juft  Gratitude,  is  ib, 
on  the  other.  In  fome  of  thefe  Matters  I 
have  had  a  Share,  jointly  with  your  other 
Veftrymen :  and  mould  by  no  Means  do  them 
Juftice,  were  I  to  omit  faying,  that  I  have 
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found  thofe  of  them,  who  have  attended,  im- 
partially and  difmtereftedly  ftudious,  as  might 
indeed  be  expected  from  their  Ranks  and  Cha- 
racters, of  promoting  your  general  Welfare  j 
of  rectifying  Errors,  and  framing  and  execu- 
ting due  Regulations.  To  thefe  therefore  in 
particular  I  make  my  grateful  Acknowledg- 
ments far  the  Affiftance  and  Support,  which 
they  have  fo  conftantly  and  unanimoufly  af- 
forded rne,  in  the  moft  friendly  and  obliging 
Manner.  Nor  are  they  few  or  fmall  Things, 
which  on  a  fair  Inquiry,  you  will  find  to  have 
been  done  by  them  for  your  Advantage,  with- 
in the  laft  twenty  Years  :  and  that  more  have 
not,  is  principally  owing  to  this,  that  their 
Authority  extends  to  a  lefs  Part  of  your  Con- 
cerns by  far,  than  I  believe  you  commonly 
imagine.  For  Inflance,  it  doth  not  extend  to 
that  moft  important  Article,  the  Care  of  your 
Poor  :  concerning  the  Maintenance  and  Go- 
vernment of  whom  however,  they  have  in  my 
Time  drawn  up  and  recommended  Rules, 
that  were  the  Product  of  much  Examination 
and  Thought ;  and  on  more  Occafions  than 
one,  have  given  and  repeated  fach  Advice,  as 
in  fome  Things  hath  proved  extremely  fer- 
viceable;  and  would  have  been  fo  in  more, 
had  it  been  fooner  and  better  followed. 

Befides  your  Veftry,  there  are  feveral  Meet- 
ings of  other  Perfons  for  Parifh  Bufmefs,  vul- 
garly called  by  the  fame  Name,  becaufe  they 
have  been  ufually  held  in  the  fame  Place. 

And 
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And  of  thefe  alfo  I  can  aflure  you,  with  great 
Truth,  that  fuch,  as  I  have  been  intitled  to 
attend,  are  carried  on  with  perfect  Fidelity, 
and  no  fmall  Vigilance.  The  Affairs  tranf- 
acted  in  them  are,  The  Difpofal  of  the  Money 
collected  yearly  from  Houfe  to  Houfe  on  the 
King's  Letter ;  the  Direction  of  that  excellent 
Inftitution,  your  School  of  Charity  Girls  ,•  and 
the  Distribution  of  the  Money  given  at  the 
Sacrament :  Part  of  which  is  employed  in  buy- 
ing Coals  and  Coats  and  Gowns  for  indigent 
Perfons,  in  the  Winter  Seafon  ;  Part  in  cloath- 
ing,  teaching  and  putting  Apprentices,  forty 
Boys  of  the  Parifh  ;  Part  in  relieving,  by  the 
joint  Approbation  of  the  Rector  and  Church- 
Wardens,  who  meet  for  that  End,  fuch  other 
Objects  of  Compaffion,  as  apply  to  them  :  and 
of  all  the  Difburfements  before -mentioned,  as 
exact  an  Account,  as  well  can  be,  is  kept. 
Thus  far  therefore  I  can  anfwer  for  it,  that 
you  are  ferved  faithfully  ;  whatever  prudential 
Improvements  longer  Experience  and  better 
judgment  may  be  able  to  make,  as  they  have 
already  made  fome* 

And  in  Officers,  whofe  Proceedings  have 
not  ufually  fallen  within  my  immediate  Know- 
ledge, I  have  had  very  little  Ground  to  fufpect 
wilful  or  grofs  Corruption  or  Negligence  j  and 
often  the  utmoft  Reafon  to  be  aflured  of  ex- 
emplary Uprightnefs  and  Affiduity.  Still  the 
Burthen  of  your  Poor  is  both  a  heavy  one,  as 
I  fear  it  is  in  moft  old  and  large  Parimes ;  and 
02  a 
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a  growing  one,  as  I  fear  it  is  in  all,  old  or 
new.  That  it  cannot  be  leiTened,  I  would  on 
no  Account  venture  to  fay.  On  the  contrary 
I  would  earneftly  exhort,  here  in  publick, 
thofe  of  you,  who  are  now',  or  hereafter  {hall 
be  Overfeers,  as  I  have  often  done  your  Pre- 
decefTors  in  private,  and  I  hope  not  quite  in 
vain,  to  procure  all  the  Information  and  take 
all  the  Pains,  that  your  other  Engagements 
will  permit,  for  that  Purpofe  :  to  be  very  ten- 
der indeed  to  the  Needy,  where  there  is  Caufe ; 
but  not  to  be  moved  by  falfe  Good- nature  of 
your  own,  by  groundlefs  Importunities  of 
theirs,  or  unreafonable  Recommendations  of 
other  Perfons,  to  beftow  on  any,  efpecially 
the  Undeferving,  more  than  is  really  necefTary. 
I  would  further  exhort  you,  with  the  fame 
Intent,  to  difcountenance  as  much  as  you 
porlibly  can,  Idlenefs,  Intemperance  and  De- 
bauchery, which  are  the  main  Caufes  of  In-* 
digence;  and  ufe  your  utmoft  Influence,  to 
make  the  Attendance  on  divine  Worfhip  and 
Inftruction,  at  the  Infirmary,  univerfal,  con- 
ftant  and  beneficial :  to  ftudy  Unanimity  and 
mutual  AiTiftance,  and  let  nothing  be  done 
through  Strife  or  Vain-glory  *  :  to  deipife  lit- 
tle Advantages  and  Self-indulgences;  which, 
though  they  may  be  but  a  trifling  Foundation 
for  Complaint,  frequently  occaiion  a  great 
deal  :  and  together  with  doing  what  Good  you 
can,  labour  to  keep  your  Good  from  being 
evilfpoken  of-\-  -,  particularly  by  a  Readinefs  to 
•  Phil,  ii.  3.  t  Rom.  xiv.  16. 
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give  Satisfaction  on  any  Article  of  your  Con- 
duct, to  every  fair  Enquirer,  who  is  concern- 
ed to  afk  it:  endeavouring,  according  to  the 
Apoftle's  Rule,  that  no  Man  ftwuld  blame  you 
in  this  Abundance ',  *which  is  adminijlred  by  you  ; 
and  providing  for  boneji  Things,  not  only  in  the 
Sight  of  the  Lord,  but  in  the  Sight  of  Men*. 
For  thus  you  will  difcharge  your  own  Con- 
ferences, and  prevent  at  once  needlefs  Expence 
and  uncharitable  Reflexions;  you  will  gain 
Efteem  to  yourfelves,  and  to  the  Office  that 
you  ferve;  make  it  both  eafy,  and  in  fome 
Meafure  neceffary,  to  your  SuccefTors,  to  act 
rightly  too;  and  fo  perhaps  will  long  reap 
your  Share  of  Profit,  as  well  as  Credit,  from 
what  you  have  done. 

But  then  I  muft  at  the  fame  Time,  with 
equal  Earneftnefs,  beg  thofe,  who  do  not 
ferve  fuch  Offices,  to  confider  with  Equity  the 
Cafe  of  fuch  as  do.  Reflect  a  little  firft,  how 
tedious  and  irkfome  an  Employment  it  is,  to 
go  about  collecting  Rates  at  thoafands  of 
Doors.  Should  not  you  think  it  very  hard, 
to  have  this  Work  doubled  and  trebled  upon 
you,  by  being  needlefsly  fent  away,  and 
obliged  to  come  again  feveral  Times  over  ? 
Reflect  alfo,  how  difagreeable  it  muft  be,  to 
distribute  this  Collection  weekly,  daily,  hour- 
ly almofr.,  amon2;tt  fourteen  or  fifteen  hun- 
dred miferable  Wretches ;  to  hear  and  fee  the 
PiftrefTes  of  them  all;  to  guard  againft  the, 

*  2  Cor.  viii.  20,   21. 
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Frauds,   bear   the   Noifomnefs,  undergo   the 
Ill-language  of  too  many  of  them.     Would 
you  imagine,  that  by   doing  all  this,  and  re- 
ceiving nothing  for  it,  you  had  deferved  to  be 
fpoken  of,  as  the  word  of  Men  ?  But  you  will 
fay,  There   are  grievous  Abufes.     And  it  is 
impoffible  to  anfwer  for  every  Cafe  or  every 
Perfon,  through  a  Courfe  of  Years.     But  on 
the  whole,  I  verily  believe,  there  is  little  or 
no  defigned  Abufe ;  and  of  indifcreet  Manage- 
ment lefs  than  is  apprehended.      But    were 
there    as    much ;  coniider  again :  Perfons  of 
higher  Rank  difdain  to  undertake  fo  mean  an 
Office,    as    that    of    Overfeers.     Tradefmen 
therefore  muft :    who  from  their  Education 
cannot  always  have  the  moil  extended,  or  the 
clearefl  Views  of  Things  :  who  have  their 
own  Bufmefs  to  fill  up  mod  of  their  Time ; 
which  muft  be  minded,  elfe  they  are  undone  ; 
who  come  unexperienced  into  this  difficult 
Employment,  and  do  not  continue  in  it  long 
enough  to  acquire  Experience  fufficient  j  are 
backward  perhaps,  as  we  moft  of  us  are,  to 
take  Directions  from  others  ;  are  often  divided 
in  Opinion  amongir.  themfelves ;  and   by  the 
Time  that  they  can  agree  what  is  right,  find 
or  think  too  much  of  their  Year  gone,  to  fet 
about  the  Execution  of  it  :  who,  befides  all 
this,  are  too  commonly  driven  to  do  what  they 
•would  not,  by  the  Solicitations  of  their  Neigh- 
bours, and  even  of  their  Superiors,  on  whom 
they   depend ;    nay,  fometimes   are  traduced 
and  vilified  for  aiming  to  be  more  frugal,  than 
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thofe  that  went  before  them.  Surely  to  Per- 
fons  in  thefe  Ci re um fiances  great  Allowances 
ought  to  be  made :  and  that  in  Prudence,  as 
well  as  Equity.  Defpair  of  pleafing  you  will 
tempt  them  to  be  carelefs  what  they  do : 
whereas,  if  you  manifeft  a  Difpolition  to  be 
fatisfied  with  them,  and  thankful  to  them,  ib 
far  as  you  have  Caufe,  you  will  excite  them  to 
deferve  ftill  better  of  you;  elpecially,  if  along 
with  this,  they  were  but  more  conftantly  and 
regularly  infpe&ed,  affifled  and  fupported,  by 
the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  :  to  whom  therefore 
I  beg  Leave  here  to  recommend  this  good 
Work,  as  I  have  done  el fe where  more  than 
once.  And  I  do  it  at  prefent  with  the  greater 
Hope  of  Succefs,  becaufe  I  know  feveral  of 
them  are  deiirous  of  undertaking  it;  and  am 
perfuaded,  that  nothing  but  Want  of  Con- 
cert, and  putting  the  Matter  in  a  due  Method, 
prevents  it. 

I  have  dwelt  fomewhat  longer  on  the  Af- 
fairs of  your  Poor,  becauie  they  have  pro- 
duced Uneafmefles  among  you,  not  only  againft 
one  another,  but  againft  your  Minifter :  though 
he  hath  no  more  Concern  in  them,  than  to 
pay  his  Proportion  towards  this,  as  well  as 
other  common  Burthens ;  excepting  his  gene- 
ral Duty,  of  exhorting  all  under  his  Care  to 
do  theirs.  And  I  hope  you  muft  fee,  that 
this  Exhortation  of  mine,  which  I  have  often 
thought  of  giving  you  before  now,  hath  no 
ppher  Motive  than  a  moft  hearty  Defire,  that, 
0.4  to 
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to  fpeak  in  the  Words  immediately  after  the 
Text,  you  may  be  of  one  Mind,  and  live  in 
Peace,  and  the  God  of  Love  and  Peace  be  'with, 
you.     Let  me  now  mention  another  Thing  of 
£  more  ecclenaflical  Nature.     This  Building, 
in  which  we  are,  greatly  wants  both  cleaning 
and  beautifying,  as  is  too  vifible,  and  repair- 
ing alfo  :  which  the  Law,  that  founded  the 
Parim,  requires  to  be  done  by  a  Rate,  levied 
on  the  Inhabitants.     LefTer  Repairs  have  beer} 
made,  without  a  Rate,  for  many  Years  paft, 
out  of  the  Incomes  arinng  from  Pews  and 
JBurials.     But  that  from  the  latter  is  greatly 
(liminiihed  :  and   both  together  cannot  near 
do  what  is  now  wanted.     And  yet  taking  the 
Method,  which  after  all  mud  be  taken,  and 
the  fooner  the  better,  l\ath  been  delayed  for 
fear  of  Clamour.     Let  me  befeech  you  there- 
fore, to  remove  thefe  Apprehenfions  of  your 
Officers   beforehand,  as  far  as  you  can,    by 
proper  AfTurances  that  you  underftand  the  Cafe 
rightly ;  and  when  the  Work  is  undertaken, 
to  contribute  your  allotted  Shares  with  Cheer- 
fulnefs.     I  would  not  urge  to  you  fuch  low 
Confjderations,  as  that  of  not  coming  behind 
other  Parishes  in  this  Refpect,  whom  you  ex- 
cell  ib  vaftly  in  Wealth  and  Rank.     It  is  much 
fitter  to  remind  you  of  the  diftinguiihed  Ho- 
nour, due  by  Reafon,  Scripture,  and  the  Con- 
fent  of  Mankind,  to  facred  Things ;  and  of 
the  Duty  and  Wifdom  of  not  furniming  a  Pre- 
tence, either  to   Unbelievers,  or   Papiits,  for 
friqmphing  over  Chriilianity,  or  Proteflantifm  ; 
a  as 


the  Retfory  of  St .  James,  Weftminfter.  233 
as  jiot  requiring,  or  not  being  able  to  obtain, 
from  its  Profeflbrs,  any  Degree  of  that  De- 
cency in  their  Churches,  which  even  the  mid- 
dle Sort  of  them  would  not  bear  to  be  want- 
ing in  their  Dwelling-houfes.  Indeed  every 
Thing  publick,  though  of  a  civil  Nature  only, 
and  yet  more  of  a  religious,  ought  far  to  ex- 
ceed, in  Point  of  Dignity,  what  is  for  mere 
private  Ufe.  And  the  Neglect  of  that  Rule 
both  (hews,  and  will  increafe,  a  Preference  of 
perfonal  Interefts  to  thofe  of  the  Community. 
We  read,  that  many  among  the  Children  of 
Ifraely  both  Men  and  Women,  brought  volun- 
tary Offerings  unto  the  Lord,  for  the  Work  of 
the  Tabernacle  *.  The  early  Chriliians  imi- 
tated their  Example,  as  foon  as  they  durfl : 
and  after  the  fuperfluous  Ornaments  of  follow- 
ing Ages  were  juftly  disapproved;  valuable 
Prefents  have  been  made  in  the  reformed 
Church  of  England,  and  in  this  very  Church, 
f©r  the  greater  Solemnity  and  Beauty  of  di- 
vine Service.  Why  would  it  not  now  be  one 
fitting  Mark  of  Regard  to  God,  if  Perfons  of 
Fortune  and  Condition  were  to  do  the  fame 
Thing  ?  At  leaft,  will  it  not  be  a  lamentable 
Mark  of  Difregard  to  him,  if  any  murmur  to 
do  what  the  Law  enjoins  them  ? 

But  I  proceed  to  fpeak  to  you  concerning 
your  future  Minifter.  When  I  prepared  this 
Part  of  my  Difcourfe,  I  had  not  the  lead 
Quefs  who  it  would  be ;  nor  have  I  added  or 

*  IJJxqd.  xxxv.  5,  &c, 
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altered  one  Word  fince  :  nor  am  I  fure  that  I 
know,  even  now  :  if  I  do,  he  is  almoft  entire- 
ly a  Stranger  to  me,  except  by  what  he  hath 
written,  which  is  excellent.  And  therefore 
you  muft  underftand  me  to  fpeak,  without 
any  particular  Reference  to  the  Perfon,  but 
only  on  a  general  Coniideration  of  the  Cafe. 
The  fpiritual  and  eternal  Good  of  Multitudes 
of  Souls  will  depend  not  a  little  on  their  At- 
tention to  his  Inftruftions  :  and  that  will  de- 
pend very  much  on  the  Opinion  formed  of 
him,  and  the  Reception  given  him,  at  firfl. 
For  God's  Sake  therefore,  let  none  of  you  fet 
out  with  PrepoiTeffions  againft  him,  of  any 
Kind.  For  in  all  Likelihood  they  will  wrong 
him  :  and  affuredly  they  will  do  Harm  to  you. 
But  efpecially  I  beg,  that  whoever  profefles 
any  Refpect  for  me,  would  mew  it  by  paying 
a  peculiar  RefpecT:  to  my  Succeflbr.  In  what- 
foever  he  excells  me,  as  I  fincerely  wim  he 
may  in  all  Things,  acknowledge  it  freely, 
thank  God  for  it,  give  him  the  Encourage- 
ment of  knowing  it :  and  never  let  any  one  be 
fo  abfurd  as  to  imagine,  that  he  fhall  perform 
either  a  right  or  an  acceptable  Part  to  me,  by 
detracting  in  the  leaft  from  his  Merit.  If  in 
any  Thing  he  fhould  feem  to  be  inferior  :  pro- 
bably a  little  Time  and  Ufe  may  change  your 
Minds  :  you  may  be  reconciled  to, .  and  per- 
haps by  Degrees  prefer,  what  you  difliked, 
when  it  was  new  to  you.  Or  if  not,  remem- 
ber the  Apoftle's  Obfervation :  Every  Man 
bis  proper  Gift  of  God:  one  after  this 
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Manner ;  another  after  that  *.  He  that  is  only 
fecond  in  fuch  or  fuch  an  Attainment,  maybe 
firft  in  a  different  one,  of  equal  or  greater  Be- 
nefit. And  it  is  very  unfair  to  judge  of  3 
Man's  Character  or  Ufefulnefs  on  the  whole, 
by  a  fingle  or  a  few  Articles.  Befides,  he 
will  be  able  to  adapt  both  his  Difcourfes  and 
his  Behaviour  to  you  much  better  after  a  Time, 
than  is  poffible  while  he  is  yet  unacquainted 
with  you  j  and  to  undertake  more  for  your 
Service,  after  fome  Space  for  Preparation,  than 
juft  at  prefent :  which  you  may  recollect  was 
my  own  Cafe.  Therefore  do  not  expert  too 
much  from  him,  nor  be  too  eafy  of  Belief 
againft  him,  in  the  Beginning.  And  after- 
wards both  confider  and  inquire,  what  is  rea-*- 
fonable  to  expect,  and  what  not,  before  you 
find  Fault. 

The  Bodies  and  the  Voices  of  Men,  you 
well  know,  are  not  equally  ftrong  :  and  one 
may  exert  himfelf  without  Danger,  to  a  De- 
gree, which  another,  though  feemingly  as  well 
qualified  by  Nature,  muft  not  attempt.  Now 
•where  there  is  a  •willing  Mind,  it  is  accepted 
by  Heaven,  and  mould  be  by  You,  according 
to  that  a  Man  hath,  and  not  according  to  that 
be  hath  not  -j-.  And  though  Peribns  be  able, 
yet  fuch  Things  as  are  not  enjoined,  and  have 
not  been  cuftomary,  you  have  no  Right  to  de- 
mand, or  expect,  from  them.  Permit  me  to 
mention  a  few  of  thefe.  The  Sunday  Even^ 

*  j  Cor.  vii.  7.  t  ?  Cor.  viii.  12. 
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ings  Lecture  on  the  Catechifm  had  its  Rife 
but  twelve  Years  ago  :  and  there  is  none  then, 
and  fcarce  any  on  Week  Days,  in  the  neigh- 
bouring Pariflies.  Sermons  occasionally  by 
your  Minifter  at  the  Chapels,  in  the  After- 
noon, are  not  above  five  Years  older  than 
that.  The  Salary  for  the  reading  of  early 
and  late  Prayers  at  this  Church  was  paid  at 
firft  by  voluntary  Subfcriptions :  afterwards 
out  of  the  Offertory  Money  r  but  now  for  the 
laft  twenty  Years  by  the  Rector ;  and  I  believe 
no  fuch  Thing  is  done  by  any  Rector  elfe- 
where  in  the  Nation.  The  Diftribution  of  re- 
ligious Tracts,  at  his  Cofl,  to  the  Parifhioners, 
particularly  to  thofe  who  are  inftructed  for 
Confirmation,  is  of  yet  later  Date.  And 
therefore,  if  your  fucceeding  Minifter  omits 
thefe  Things,  you  are  not  to  blame  him :  if 
he  continues  any  of  them,  you  are  to  thank 
him. 

Another  Point,  akin  to  the  laft,  in  which 
I  muft  intreat  you  to  be  reafonable  with  him, 
is  the  Expectation  of  Charity  from  him.  I 
have  all  along  had  other  confiderable  Prefer- 
ment together  with  this.  I  have  had  Swrns  of 
Money,  feveral  Times  of  late  Years,  and  this 
laft  a  very  great  one,  intrufted  to  my  Difpo- 
fal.  The  Cafe  of  my  Succeffor  may  be  ex- 
tremely different :  and  both  the  High  and  the 
Low  among  you  mould  allow  for  the  Diffe- 
rence. It  is  become  very  ufual  with  many  of 
you  to  recommend,  when  recjuefted,  any  poor 
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Perfon  whom  you  know,  I  am  forry  to  add, 
and  more  than  a  few,  whom  you  do  not  know, 
to  the  Rector  for  Relief;  being  deceived  per^ 
haps  by  Stories  of  pretended  Legacies  or  Gifts, 
put  into  his  Hands  for  that  Purpofe.  And 
then  he  muft  either  run  a  Rifk  of  difobliging 
you,  by  rejecting  your  Recommendations ;  or 
be  overburthened  with  the  Expence,  which 
they  bring  on  him ;  or  at  leaft  every  Hour  al- 
moft  of  his  Time  will  be  broken  and  filled  up, 
with  hearing  and  examining  DiftreiTes  and 
Characters.  This  laft  Inconvenience,  I  aflure 
you,  hath  grown  upon  me  in  fuch  a  Manner, 
that  I  do  not  know,  how  I  could  have  conti- 
nued to  go  through  it.  Therefore  when  poor 
Perfons  apply  to  you,  remember,  you  ought 
to  relieve  them  yourfelves,  if  you  are  able : 
and  if  you  are  unable,  you  mould  confider, 
that  more  Objects  than  enough  will  come  of 
Courfe  to  the  Knowledge  of  your  Minifter, 
without  adding  to  them  thus.  We  of  the 
Clergy  fhould  undoubtedly  be  ready,  both  to 
give  our  own  Alms  plentifully,  and  to  afnft 
others  in  giving  theirs  :  but  ilill,  as  even  the 
Apoftles  pleaded,  //  is  not  Reafon,  that  <we 
fiould  leave  the  Word  of  God,  and  Jerve  Ta- 
bles *. 

Another  Thing,  which  I  muft  take  the  Li- 
berty of  afking  for  my  Succeflbr,  is  your 
Bounty.  I  again  return  you  my  Thanks  for 
that,  which  you  have  exercifed  towards  me. 

*  Afts  vi.  2, 
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But  indulge  me,  at  the  fame  Time,  a  few- 
Words   on  the  Subject.     There   are   indeed 
legal  Dues,  belonging  to  the  Redory,  fo  con- 
liderable,  that  were  they  all  paid,  and  nothing 
more  added,  probably  the  Income  would  be 
greater,  than  it  now  is.     But  they  are  fo  far 
from  being  all  paid,  that  in  the  principal  Ar- 
ticle,  Eafter  Offerings,  though  exprefsly  re- 
quired by  the  Ad:  of  Parliament,  which  found- 
ed the  Parifh,  I  believe,  two  thoufand  Fami- 
lies, out  of  three,  pay  nothing.     Such  as  are 
known  to  be  poor,  are  never  afked.     Such  as 
only  fay  they  are  poor,  though  that  Plea  would 
neither  be  allowed  them,  nor  made  by  them, 
in   any  other  Cafe,    are  never   afked   again. 
And  fuch  as  refufe,  without  condefcending  to 
alledge  any  Reafon,  have  not  in  my  Time, 
been  either  compelled,  or  to  my  Knowledge 
threatened  or  follicited.     Yet  furely  it  may  be 
faid  without  Offence,  by  one  who  hath  now 
no  Intereft  depending,  that  in  fuch  Matters, 
as  well  as  others,  Confcience  binds  all  Men, 
both  to  pay  what  they  know  is  due,  and  to 
make  a  fair  Inquiry,  whether  what  is  demand- 
ed be  not  due.     If  they,  that  will  do  neither, 
were  forced;  they  would  have  no  Caufe  to 
complain*     But  the  more  your  Minifter  lofes 
by  his  Averfion  to  harm  Methods,  the  more 
he    is    intitled   to  your  voluntary   Kindnefs* 
This  alone  is  what  makes  his  Income  large : 
and  were  it  yet  larger  than  it  is,  as  perhaps 
you  think  it,  permit   me  to  fay ;    He,  that 
doth  the  Work,  deferves  the  Wages  5  out  of 
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which  no  fmall  Deductions  will  be  made  by 
Calls  upon  him  of  various  Kinds.  The  ut- 
jnoft,  that  almoft  any  of  you  give,  bears,  I 
conceive,  no  very  high  Proportion  to  feveral 
of  your  annual  Expences  on  other  Perfons, 
and  Purpofes,  of  lefs  Importance,  to  fay  no 
worfe.  And  diminishing  your  Generofity 
muft  be,  in  fome  Meafure,  to  the  moft  difin* 
t  ere  fled  Man,  not  only  an  undeferved  Morti- 
fication, but  a  Difcouragement  of  his  Zeal  to 
ferve  you.  On  every  Account  therefore  obey 
the  Scripture  Rule,  which,  take  Notice,  is 
general  :  Let  him,  that  is  taught  in  -the  Word, 
communicate  unto  him,  that  teacbeth,  in  all 
good  Things  *. 

But  a  far  more  valuable  Mark  of  your  Re- 
gard to  your  Minifter,  and,  I  dare  fay,  be- 
yond Comparifon  a  more  agreeable  one  ta 
him,  will  be,  your  Attendance  on  him  here. 
I  fee  no  Caufe  to  doubt,  but  you  will  have 
every  Inducement  to  this,  that  you  ever  have 
had  :  and  you  will  aifuredly  have  the  ftrongeft 
which  you  can  have;  that  aiTembling  your- 
felves  for  Wcrfhip  and  Inftru<3ion  is  the  Or- 
dinance of  Chrift,  from  which  you  may  ex- 
pect fuch  a  Bleffing  on  your  Hearts  and  Lives* 
as  you  cannot  expect  without  it.  And  I  have 
taught  you  all  this  while,  to  very  little  Effect, 
if  you  have  not  yet  learnt,  that  neither  is  he, 
that  plant  et  by  any  Thing;  neither  he,  that 
water  eth  -,  but  God,  that  giveth  the 


*  Gal.  vi.  6.  t  i  Cor.  iii.  7. 
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If  you  have  Mens  Perfons  in  Admiration  *,  and 
come  only  to  hear  this  or  that  Preacher ;  how- 
ever you  are  pleafed,  however  you  are  moved^ 
no  real  and  lafting  Good  will  be  at  all  likely  to 
follow.  And  if  you  come  to  hear  the  Gofpel, 
not  as  the  Word  of  Men,  but  as  the  Word  of 
God-\  -,  let  who  will  difpenfe  it,  you  will  re- 
ceive Benefit^ 

This  Place  indeed  doth  not  afford  Room  for 
all  the  Inhabitants.  But  the  Room,  which  it 
doth  afford,  is  moft  equitably  allotted  to  fuch 
as  made  the  earlieft  Application  for  it :  and 
they,  who  cannot  as  yet  be  accommodated 
here,  may  without  Difficulty  at  the  two  Cha- 
pels. No.  one  therefore  needs  omit  divine 
Service :  efpecially,  as  you  have  Prayers  four 
Times  every  Day  at  the  Church,  twice  every 
Day  at  the  Chapels,  and  Sermons  twice  every 
Lord's  Day  at  both.  You  have  alfo  had,  for  a 
confiderable  Part  of  the  Year,  a  Lecture  on 
the  Catechifm,  equivalent  to  a  Sermon,  both 
on  the  Evening  of  that  Day,  and  the  Morning 
of  another,  the  latter  of  which,  at  leaft,  you 
will  probably  continue  to  have.  And  furely 
you  may  prevail  on  yourfelves,  if  need  be,  to 
alter  your  ufual  Hour,  of  eating,  or  vifiting, 
once  or  twice  a  Week  3  in  Order  to  come  the 
oftener,  and  adore  your  Maker;  to  hear  his 
Word,  and  give  your  Servants  Time  to  do  trie- 
fame  Thing.  Nay,  why  may  not  many  of 
you  fo  regulate  your  Affairs,  as  to  frequent 

*  Jttde,Ver.  16.  f  i  ThefT.  ii.  13. 
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daily  Prayers  in  the  Church  ?  Few'  of  you,  I 
fear,  have  them  in  your  Families :  Ifpeak  this 
to  your  Shame  *.     Nor  muft  I  fail  to  remind 
you,  as  you  know  I  have  often  done,  of  that 
highly  ufeful,  and  by   no  means  terrible  or 
difficult  Duty,  of  receiving  the  Lord's  Sup- 
per; enjoined  all  Chriitians,  and  yet  abfolute- 
ly  flighted  by  moft.     But  oblerve,  at  the  fame . 
Time,    that   private   Prayer  and    Meditation, 
fuited  to  your  inward  State,  is  a  Duty  full  as 
important,  as  publick  Prayer,  or  hearing  Ser- 
mons, or  partaking  of  the  Table  of  the  Lord  : 
and  the  latter,  without  the  former,  will  be  of 
finall  Efficacy.     You  may,  if  you  will,  defpife 
either  or  both  :  and  they  are  commonly  de- 
fpifed,  to  a  Degree  not  known  in  any  other 
Chriflian  Country,  nor  in  this  before  the  pre- 
fent  Age.     But  the  World  is  not  the  better 
for  it:  nor  will  You.     Your  Virtue  will  be- 
come infecure,  and  grievoufly  imperfect;  your 
Senfe  of  Piety  will  wither  away ;  your  Hopes 
of  Futurity  will  grow  faint;  your  Fears  of  it, 
when   you    reflect,  will   ftrengthen;  till  you 
will  be  glad  to  throw  off  both  together,  if  you 
can ;  and  live  and  die  like  the  Beafts  that  pe- 
rilh.    Others  will  learn,  and  in  Part  from  You, 
to  think  and  act  in  the  fame  Manner ;  every 
one's  Profit,  Pleafure,  Anger  or  Caprice  will 
be  the  only  Rule  of  his   Conduct :  and  what 
Security  of  any  flngle  Enjoyment  of  Life  can 
there  be,  in  fuch  a  State  of  Things  ? 

*  i  Cor.  vi.  5.  xv.  34. 
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But  then,  alas,  going  through  every  Exer- 
cife  of  Devotion,  both  here  and  at  home, 
merely  to  do  our  Share  towards  keeping  So- 
ciety in  good  Order,  is  Policy,  not  Religion : 
and  going  through  them  for  the  Sake  of  the 
outward  Acl,  without  Care  to  improve  by 
them,  is  Superftition  ;  miftaking  the  Means 
for  the  End.  ¥he  Grace  of  God,  that  bring- 
eth  Salvation,  hath  appeared  unto  all  Men,  not 
to  fix  their  Expectations  of  future  Happinefs 
on  Forms  of  any  Sort,  but  to  teach  them,  that 
denying  Ungodlinefs  and  worldly  LuJIs,  theyJJjould 
live  fob erly,  right  eonjly  and  godly  in  this  prcfent 
World,  looking  for  that  bleffed  Hope,  and  the 
glorious  Appearing  of  the  great  God  and  our  Sa- 
viour Jefus  Chriji ;  'who  gave  kimfelf  for  us, 
that  he  might  redeem  us  Jrom  all  Iniquity 9  and 
purify  unto  himjelf  a  peculiar  People,  zealous  of 
good  Works  *.  Thefe  are  the  fundamental 
Doctrines  of  Chriilianity  :  and  I  appeal  to 
your  Confciences,  whether  they  are  not  allb 
the  Doctrines,  which  I  have  perpetually  in- 
culcated upon  you  -,  though  with  Mixtures* 
no  doubt  too  frequent,  of  human  Infirmity 
and  Error.  Yet  notwithftanding  thefe,  I  truft, 
through  God's  Mercy,  I  can  fafely  fay  with 
St.  Paul,  Te  know,- from  the  Jirji  Day  that  I 
came  among  you,  bow  I  have  kept  back  nothing 
that  was  prof  table  to  you,  but  have  fiewed  and 
taught  you  -,  tejlifying  Repentance  toward  God, 
and  Faith  to-war  dour  Lord  Jefus  Chrijl.  And 
could  I  fay  alfo,  that  I  had  done  this,  in  a 
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proper  Degree,  from  Houfe  to  Houfe>  as  well 
as  publickly,  then  I  might,  with  him  too, 
take  you  to  Record  this  Day,  that  I  am  pure 
from  the  Blood  of  all  Men  *.  But,  though  I 
hope  I  have  never  been  backward  to  embrace 
Opportunities  of  this  Sort,  when  offered  me  ; 
yet  that  I  have  not  more  diligently  fought 
them,  and  laboured  to  introduce  more  Icrious 
Difcourfe  into  my  ordinary  Viiits  to  you,  L 
am  fenfible  is  a  Fault,  which  neither  the  Un- 
commonnefs  of  fuch  Converfation,  nor  the 
Fear  of  difgufting  Perfons  by  it,  are  fufncient 
to  excufe.  Allow  me  therefore  to  make  you 
fuch  Amends,  as  I  can,  for  this  and  all  my 
Defects,  by  admonifhing  you  folemnly  now, 
and  leaving  it  on  your  Hearts,  that  Religion 
is  the  greatefl  and  moft  important  of  Truths ; 
that  the  Bufmefs  of  this  traniitory  Life,  com- 
pared with  which,  Profits,  Pleafures,  Ho- 
nours, Acquifitions  of  all  Sorts,  are  Trifles 
and  Follies,  is  the  preparing  for  an  endlefs  one 
to  come;  that  the  true  Preparation  conlifts  in 
active  Love  to  God  and  Man  and  Virtue  ;  that 
fuch  Love  can  never  be  duly  excited  or  main- 
tained within  us,  but  by  the  Methods  which 
Heaven  hath  directed ;  and  that  thefe  are,  a 
deep  Conviction  of  our  Guilt  and  Weakncfs  -, 
an  earneft  and  daily  Application  to  our  heaven- 
ly Father,  in  Faith  of  the  Merits  of  his  cruci- 
fied Son,  for  the  Pardon  of  our  Tranfgreiiions, 
and  the  fandtifying  Influences  of  his  holy  Spi- 
rit -,  a  conftant  attentive  Ufc  of  thofe  Ordi- 
*  Aftsxx.  1 8,  20,  21,  26. 
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nances,  by  which  he  hath  appointed  Both  to 
be  conveyed  j  a  confcientious  watchful  Care  of 
governing  our  Aftions,  Words  and  Thoughts, 
not  by  the  Dictates  of  Inclination  or  Fafhion, 
but  the  Precepts  of  Reafon  and  Scripture.  If 
I  have  taught  any  of  you  thefe  Things  effectu- 
ally, God's  Name  be  praifed  :  teach  them  your 
Children,  your  Servants,  your  Friends;  for 
neglecting  their  Inftruftion  is  partaking  in 
their  Sins.  If  I  have  not;  for  His  Sake,  and 
that  of  your  Souls,  learn  them  now :  elfe  / 
fiave  preached,  and  You  have  believed,  in 
vain  *;  and  woe  will  be  to  Me,  or  You,  or 
both  of  us,  at  the  great  Day. 

You  have  peculiar  Caufe  to  take  Heed  bow 
ye  hear  \.  Perfons  of  high  Rank  every  where, 
and  this  Parish  hath  many  fuch,  are  concerned 
beyond  others  to  be  Patterns  of  good  Works  ^-y 
and  are  too  commonly  beyond  others  Patterns 
of  bad  ones.  Both  They,  and  the  middle 
Part  of  You,  live  amongft  innumerable  Incite- 
ments to  unlawful  Gratifications,  unfit  Ex- 
pences ;  and  Wafle  of  precious  Time,  even 
the  moil  precious  of  all,  that  of  this  Day,  in 
idle  pernicious  Amufements.  And  the  Con- 
tagion of  this  over-grown  wicked  City  tempts 
the  lowefl  Part  of  you,  moft  dangerouily,  to 
all  Sorts  of  Vices,  and  all  Sorts  of  Crimes. 
Think  then,  how  carefully  you  ought  to  pre- 
ferve  yourfelves  and  yours,  by  the  Antidote  of 
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God's  Word  and  Worfhip,  from  fo  deftruedve 
and  deceitful  Poifons. 

Great  Numbers  of  you  have  attended  here 
very  affiduoufly  :  you  mult  have  felt  fome- 
thing  ftirred  within  you,  that  hath  induced 
you  to  it :  the  Hopes  of  your  Salvation  depend 
on  the  Fruit,  which  that  fhall  bring  forth  : 
and  iu rely  then  you  will  not  let  it  be  blafted, 
and  die  away.  To  many  of  you  I  have  fpoken 
many  Years  :  to  fome  as  long  as  you  can  re- 
member :  what  Benefit  have  you  received  ? 
Barely  receiving  Pleafure  is  nothing.  It  will 
rather  aggravate  your  Condemnation,  if  what 
hath  affected  you,  hath  not  influenced  you. 
Are  you  then  become  real,  practical,  inward, 
uniform  Chriftians  ?  If  not ;  you  are  now  go- 
ing to  have  another  Teacher  :  mind  what  you, 
are  taught  in  another  manner,  or  you  are  un- 
done for  ever.  But,  Beloved,  we  are  per/haded 
better  Things  of  you,  and  Things  that  accom- 
pany Salvation,  though  we  thusjpcak  *. 

Yet  ftill,  fuppofing  you  are  truly  religious, 
a  further  exceedingly  material  Queition  is,  To 
what  Degree  in  Religion  are  you  arrived  r  Is  it 
a  confirmed,  lively,  increafing  one;  or  faint 
and  tottering  ?  Unlefs  you  gain  Ground,  you. 
will  lofe  it ;  if  you  are  negligent,  you  will 
fall  :  and  if  you  imagine  yourielves  as  pious 
and  virtuous,  as  you  need  be  ;  you  are  almoft 
as  far  from  it,  as  you  can  be.  Search  then 
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diligently,  ftrengthen  what  is  weak,  and  add 
what  is  deficient  j  that  ye  may  be  perfect  and 
entire,  'wanting  nothing  *.  Whatever  due  In- 
ilruction  I  may  have  omitted  to  give  you,  it 
ought  to  have  been,  and  is,  your  Concern  to 
fupply  it  to  yourfelves  :  and  if  I  have  in  any 
Meafure  performed  that  Duty  as  I  ought :  re- 
member, Improvement  will  be  expected  from 
you,  in  Proportion  to  the  Advantages,  which 
you  have  enjoyed.  Through  God's  Mercy, 
ibme  of  you,  that  were  bad,  I  have  Caufe  to 
think  are  become  good  3  and  fome,  that  were 
good,  become  better  :  but  alas,  how  few  are 
fhefe,  amongft  the  thoufands,  of  whom  this 
Parifh  confifts !  O  may  there  prove  to  be  many 
more,  than  are  come  to  my  Knowledge  !  Elle 
|  inujl  give  Account  of  the  Succefs  of  my  Mi- 
niftry  w/f/6  Grief -^  :  for  the  largefl  and  befl 
Part  of  it  hath  been  employed  on  You :  and 
fain  therefore  would  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that  it 
will  be  found  to  have  produced  a  tolerable 
Share  of  good  Effect.  Per  ivhat  is  our  Hope, 
or  yoy,  or  Crown  of  rejoicing  ?  arc  not  even 
ye,  in  the  Prefince  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chriji, 
fit  his  Coming  J  ?  But  however  I  have  failed 
hitherto,  let  me  not,  I  befeech  you,  fail  now 
to  obtain,  that  if  ever  I  have  faid  any  Thing 
to  you,  which  raifed  any  one  Chriftian  Pur- 
pole  or  Defire  in  your  Hearts,  you  would  at 
length  fet  yourfelves  to  recollecl:  and  accom- 
plilh  it  -,  and  that  if  \ou  have  experienced  no- 
fhing  of  this  Kind  from  my  Preaching,  ycu 
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would  the  more  confcientioufly  open  your 
Breafts  to  the  Imprefiions  of  that,  which  you 
will  attend  next :  for  glad  fhall  I  be,  to  have 
promoted  your  fpiritual  Welfare,  be  it  only  by 
this  final  Requefl ;  and  to  learn,  that  the  Seed, 
which  fhall  be  fown  from  henceforward, 
yields  beyond  Comparifon  a  more  plentiful 
Harveft,  than  that  which  preceded.  ForGW 
is  my  Record,  if  I  may  prefume  to  adopt  the 
Apoftle's  Words,  how  greatly  I  long  after  you 
all,  in  the  Bowels  of  Jefus  Chrift ;  and  this  I 
pray,  that  your  Love  may  abound  yet  more  and 
more,  in  Knowledge  and  all  Judgment -,  that  ye 
may  approve  the  Things  that  are  excellent,  that 
ye  may  be  Jincere  and  without  Offence  till  the 
Day  of  the  Lord,  being  filed  with  the  Fruits  of 
Right eoufnefs,  which  are  by  yefus  Chrijl,  unto 
the  Glory  and  Praife  of  God  *.  Let  then  your 
Converfation  be  as  becometh  the  Gofpel :  that 
whether  I  come  and  fee  you,  or  be  abjent,  I  may 
hear  of  your  Affairs,  that  ye  Jland  fajl  in  one 
Spirit,  with  one  Mind-\  -,  not  as  in  my  Prefence 
only,  but  now  much  more  in  my  Abfence,  work- 
ing out  your  own  Salvation  with  Fear  and  Trem- 
bling :  for  it  is  God  that*  worketh  in  you,  both 
to  will  and  to  do  J. 

Underftand  me  not  to  mean  taking  an  ab- 
folute  and  final  Leave  of  you.  As  long  as  I 
am  in  this  Tabernacle,  to  fpeak  the  Language 
of  St.  Peter,  I  (hall  think  it  meet,  if  defired 
and  able,  to  Jlir  you  up,  by  putting  you  in  Re- 

t  Pfcil.j.  8— ii.  f  Ver.  27,  JPhil.ii.  12, 13. 
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membrance  *.  But  this  is  the  lad  Time  I  ihall 
{land  here  in  that  peculiar  Relation  to  you, 
which  I  have  bora  fo  long.  And  now  there- 
fore, Brethren^  to  conclude  with  pronouncing 
over  you  the  folemn  Farewell  of  St.  Paul,  1 
commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  Word  of  his 
Grace,  'which  is  able  to  build  you  up,  and  to 
give  you  an  Inheritance  among  all  them  which 
arejanftified^-.  There  may  we  meet  again, 
never  to  part  more  ! 

*  2  Pet.  i.  13.  f  Afts  xx.  32. 
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SERMON     X. 

Preached  before  the  Governors  of  the 
London  Hofpital,  or  Infirmary,  for 
the  Relief  of  Sick  and  Difeafed  Per- 
fons,  efpecially  Manufacturers,  and 
Seamen  in  Merchants-Service,  &c. 
at  the  Parifh-Church  of  St.  Law- 
rence-Jewry,  on  Wednefday^  Fe- 
bruary 20,  1754* 

ROM.  xii.  8. 

— He  that  grvetb,  let  him  do  it  with  Simpli- 
city: be  that  ruletb,  *witb  Diligence:  be 
that  jhewetb  Mercy,  with  Cbeerfulnefs. 

OF  all  the  benevolent  Feelings,  which 
God  hath  planted  in  our  Nature,  Com- 
panion is  the  moil  valuable.  For  it  prompts 
us  the  moft  diredly  to  relieve  the  Miferable, 
whofe  Diftrefles  are  much  greater,  than  the 
Enjoyments  of  the  Happy  can  be  here  below  : 
and  yet,  without  the  Call  of  this  tender  Sym- 
pathy, we  {hould,  far  oftener  than  we  do,  turn 
our  Eyes  from  them,  and  leave  them  to  their 
Fate.  Perfons  of  all  Ranks  are  frequently  in. 
Circumftances,  that  demand  Pity.  But  the 

higher 
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higher  Part  of  the  World  have  it  more  in  their 
Power  to  avoid  Sufferings,  than  the  loweft  : 
and  it  is  eafier  to  affift  the  latter  effectually. 
Their  Poverty  alone,  indeed,  if  they  are  well 
able  to  provide  themfelves  NeceflarieSj  wants 
no  Amftance.  It  is  one  requifite  State  in  the 
Scale  of  Things,  appointed  by  the  Wifdom  of 
Providence  :  and  allows  them  a  very  comfort- 
able Enjoyment  of  Life.  But  if  Work  be 
fcarce,  or  their  Families  large,  they  may  be 
grievoufly  ftraitened,  even  in  Health :  and  in 
incknefs,  their  Condition,  though  fmgle,  is 
lamentable  j  and,  when  married,  often  ex- 
tremely fo.  If  only  a  Child  be  fick,  they 
have  feldom  Leifure  to  attend  it  duly  :  but  if 
the  Parents  are  fick,  all  the  Children  muft  be 
neglected;  and  the  Labour,  which  ufed  to 
maintain  them,  ceafe.  They  are  deftitute, 
both  of  Knowledge  what  to  do,  and  -of  Mo- 
ney to  procure  Directions  and  Medicines,  nay, 
perhaps,  proper  Food.  They  follow,  at  ran- 
dom, the  Suggeflions  of  Neighbours,  no  wifer 
than  themfelves  :  or,  after  languiihing  long, 
and  growing  worie  than  they  needed,  have  R«- 
courie  for  Cure,  often  to  ignorant,  often  to  ra- 
pacious Creatures  ;  who,  if  they  chance  to  re- 
cover, yet  drip  them  of  all,  and  load  them  with 
Debts,  that  difquiet  the  reft  of  their  Days ;  an4 
too  commonly  drive  them  to  deftruftive  Cor- 
dials, which  unhappily  the  moft  Needy  can 
afford  ;  or  defperate  Ads  of  Injuflice  to  others, 
or  Violence  to  their  own  Perfons. 

Religion, 
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Religion,  Humanity,  common  Prudence, 
loudly  require  us  to  refcue  them  from  fuch 
dreadful  Evils.  For  they  are  our  Brethren,  and 
God  hath  committed  them  to  our  Care :  we 
owe  to  their  Induftry  all  that  we  enjoy  $  and, 
without  their  Aid,  mould  be  far  more  helplefs 
than  they.  It  is  true,  many  of  them  fall  into 
Difeafes  and  Want  through  their  own  Faults : 
and  Bounty  to  them  may  encourage  thofe  Faults. 
But  many  alfo,  with  the  utmoft  Diligence  and 
Parfimony,  can  but  juft  live.  Now  furely  fuch 
ought  to  have  the  Comfort  of  knowing,  that  ia 
all  Events  they  (hall  be  fecured  from  Extremi- 
ties. And,  even  could  we  diftinguifh  the 
Blameable  from  the  reft,  we  mould  make  Al- 
lowances to  them,  for  Ignorance,  Frailty, 
Temptation  :  as  we  hope  God  and  Man  wili 
to  Us,  who  have  lefs  Excufe.  While  they 
«re  well,  indeed,  it  will  be  right  to  let  them 
fare  more  hardly  :  but  neglecting  them,  when 
they  are  ill,  is  expofing  them  to  perim,  is 
next  to  murdering  them.  Their  Diftemper, 
it  muft  be  owned,  is  from  God's  Hand :  but 
he  commands  us,  both  by  Nature  and  Scrip- 
ture, to  alleviate  it,  if  we  can  :  and  doubtful 
Confequences  afford  no  Plea  to  the  contrary. 
How  do  we  know,  that  Mercy,  exercifed 
prudently,  will  not  reclaim  them  5  or  that 
refilling  it  will  prove  a  Warning  to  Them,  or 
to  others  ? 

If  then  the  lick  Poor  ought  to  have  Relief, 
is  the  beft  Manner  of  giving  it  ?  Barely 

fup- 
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fupplying  them  with  Food,  is  doing  little  or 
nothing  towards  their  Cure  :  and  every  Day's 
Continuance  of  their  Sicknefs,  that  can  be  pre- 
vented, is  juft  fo  much  unneceflary  Addition  of 
Wretchednefs  to  themfelves,  and  of  Damage 
to  the  Publick.  If  we  furnim  them  with  Mo- 
ney alfo,  they  will  often  mifapply  it.  If  we 
procure  them  Advice  and  Medicines :  difper- 
ied,  and  unprovided,  and  unteachable  as  they 
are,  the  Charge  will  ufually  be  heavy,  and 
the  Succefs  very  uncertain.  Therefore  Paro- 
chial Infirmaries  have  been  erected,  where 
they  could;  and  may  be  of  confiderable  Ufe, 
but  far  inferior  to  larger  Hofpitals.  They  are 
much  more  liable  to  the  bad  Influence  of  pri- 
vate Intereft  and  Partiality  :  Governors,  Prac- 
titioners, Attendants,  will  feldom  be  near  fo 
well  qualified ;  and  the  Coft  of  each  Patient 
will  be  vaftiy  greater.  Publick  Hofpitals  then 
are  evidently  the  moil  defirable.  There, 
Cheats  will  never  apply  :  proper  Objects  may 
have  what  is  needful,  as  foon  as  ever  they  are 
indifpofed  :  if  able,  may  go  on  with  their  Bu- 
iinefs  $  if  not,  may  be  taken  into  the  Houfe. 
Thus,  in  both  Cafes,  they  partake  of  the 
united  Skill  of  learned  Perfons,  almoft  as  large- 
ly as  the  higheft  of  their  Betters.  And,  in 
the  latter  Cafe,  their  Families  are  disburdened 
of  them  :  their  Lodgings  are  much  quieter  and 
wholefomer,  than  their  own  can  eafily  be : 
their  Phyfick  is  duly  given,  their  Diet  and 
whole  Regimen  fuited  to  their  Condition  ;  and 
the  Symptoms  and  Turns  of  their  Difeafe 

watched 
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watched  over,  and  reported,  by  experienced 
Nurfes.  Then  further,  the  Art  of  healing  is 
improved  in  thefe  Places  beyond  all  others  : 
not,  as  the  Vulgar  fometimes  fancy,  by  ra(h 
Trials,  of  dangerous  Experiments;  but  by 
frequent  Occafions  for  able  ProfeiTors  to  con- 
fult,  and  ingenious  Candidates  to  learn  from 
them,  to  the  common  Advantage  of  all  Ranks 
of  Men. 

But,  though  publick  Infirmaries  are  in  ge- 
neral highly  ufeful ;  and  have  accordingly  been 
fet  up  in  many  Parts  of  this  Nation  lately  ;  and 
in  none,  I  believe,  laid  down  again,  or  dif- 
liked  :  yet  they  are  the  moft  ufeful  in  the  mod 
populous  Cities.  For  to  thefe,  helplels 
Wretches  need  not  be  fent  from  a  Diftance, 
but  are  always  at  hand  in  them :  they  contain 
many  poor  Strangers,  that  come  occafionally ; 
many  Sojourners,  that  have  no  legal  Settle- 
ments. And  befides,  even  fuch  as  have,  are 
lefs  known  to  the  Rich,  and  lefs  minded, 
amidft  their  Hurry  of  Bufmefs  or  Pleafure, 
than  in  Villages  or  fmaller  Towns.  Now 
Multitudes  of  thefe  are  continually  falling 
lick,  and  receiving  Hurts :  and,  if  left  to 
themfelves  in  their  miferable  Cellars  and  Gar- 
rets, muft  fuffer  beyond  Conception,  and  moil 
of  them  die.  As  therefore  this  is,  to  fpeak 
moderately,  one  of  the  largeft  of  Cities ;  and 
the  bufieft  alfo,  which  increafes  Accidents ; 
Hofpitals  are  peculiarly  neceffary  for  it. 

Some 
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Some  may  think  there  were  enough  before 
the  Erection  of  Ours.  But  the  contrary  is 
fnanifeft  :  for  the  others  are  not  emptier  fmce; 
And  though,  inftead  of  fix  Beds,  with  whicrr 
it  began  thirteen  Years  ago,  it  hath  now  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five,  which  have  been  fill- 
ed near  nine  Times  each  during  the  laft  Year } 
yet  a  large  Proportion  of  pitiable  Objects, 
brought  in  or  recommended,  have  been  reject- 
ed for  want  of  Room  :  how  cutting  a  Difap- 
pointment  to  them,  you  may,  by  fuppoiing 
their  Misfortunes  your  own,  in  fome  low  De- 
gree imagine.  Of  Out-Patients,  there  have 
been  nine  thpufand  four  hundred  within  the 
fame  Time  ;  and  were,  on  the  firft  of  January 
laft,  fixteen  hundred  on  the  Books  :  which 
great  Refort,  a  remarkable  Diftindtion  of  our 
Hofpital  from  all  others,  proves  the  Neceffity 
of  it,  particularly  in  that  Quarter;  and,  at  the 
fame  Time,  the  good  Succefs  of  the  Remedies 
adminiftered  in  it.  But  ftill  that  Succefs 
would  be  vaflly  augmented,  if  more  could  be 
taken  in  :  becaufe  from  a  Diftance  many  can- 
not come  at  all  for  Advice ;  and  few  will  come 
for  it  fo  often,  or  follow  it  fo  ftridly,  as  they 
mould :  nor  will  they  be  either  dieted  or  nur/ed 
at  home  near  fo  well. 

It  may  feem  an  Objection  to  the  Enlarge- 
ment of  Hofpitals,  that  the  Inhabitants  with- 
in the  Bills  of  Mortality  are  lelTening.  But 
alas,  their  Difeafes  and  DiftrefTes  are  increafing 
at  the  fame  Time.  Intemperance,  efpecially 

in 
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in  Spirituous  Liquors,  and  Debauchery,  de- 
ftroy  their  Health  and  Fruitfulnefs  :  Love  of 
Pleafures  and  Amufements,  makes  them  idle 
and  neceffitous;  and  Contempt  of  Religion 
leaves  bad  Inclinations  unreftrained.  Were 
we  wife,  the  utmoft  Zeal  would  be  mewn  to 
flop  this  Torrent  of  Folly  and  Sin,  by  the 
Authority,  and  above  all  by  the  Example,  of 
Superiors  :  which,  efpecially  when  it  is  bad, 
the  next  beneath  them  will  imitate  5  and  fo 
downwards,  to  the  lowed  of  all.  For  it  is  a 
ft  range  Defecl  in  Policy,  not  to  think  of  pre- 
venting Perfons  from  making  themfeives  ufe- 
lefs  and  wretched,  but  only  of  refloring  them 
to  a  Condition  of  doing  it  again.  But  unlefs 
the  former  be  vigorously  attempted  b'y  well- 
advifed  Methods,  of  which  God  grant  us  bet- 
ter Hope,  there  will  be  a  growing  Demand 
for  Hofpitals,  till  the  Number  of  our  People 
is  reduced  yet  further. 

Still  it  may  be  alledged,  that  the  Burthen 
of  fupporting  them,  inflead  of  refting,  as  it 
doth,  on  a  few,  mould  be  laid  on  the  Com- 
munity by  a  Law.  But  the  Poor  cannot  make 
this  Law ;  nor  doth  it  appear  that  the  Rich 
will :  not  to  fay,  that  if  it  were  made,  the 
Charitable  would  lofe  one  principal  Method  of 
fatisfying  their  own  Minds,  as  well  as  others, 
that  they  are  truly  fuch.  And  befides,  how 
are  we  fure  that  the  Care  would  be  fo  effectual, 
and  the  Charge,  indeed  our  own  Share  of  it, 
lefs,  or  fo  little,  under  the  Management  of 
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legal  Officers,  taking  the  Over/igbt  by  Con- 
Jlraint,  or  for  Lucre,  as  of  thole  who  take  it 
willingly,  and  of  a  ready  Mind*  %  However, 
at  prefent,  Holpitals  mufl  depend  on  volun- 
tary Gifts,  as  they  have  done  in  Time 
part. 

Not  that  this  excellent  InfUtutioh  began 
early  in  the  World  :  which  may  feern  very 
ftrange.  But  poffibly  Diftempers  were  for- 
merly fewer.  And  certainly,  among  the  an- 
tient  Heathens,  Tendernefs  of  Heart  towards 
the  Wretched  was  no  common  Virtue  -f-.  Nor 
did  it  among  the  Jews  extend  far:  though 
Mofes  enjoins  it  towards  all  Men,  repeatedly 
and  pathetically  J.  But  our  blefled  Saviour, 
the  Angular  Good-nature  of  whofe  Doctrine  is 
one  flrong  Evidence  of  its  divine  Original,  be- 
fides  teaching  more  efficacioufly,  than  had 
ever  been  done  before,  the  Obligation  of  mu- 
tual Love  in  general,  hath  particularly  inforced 
Mercy  to  the  Sick,  by  his  Miracles  of  healing, 
by  his  Parable  of  the  good  Samaritan  ||,  by 

*  i  Pet.  v.  2.  t  The  Direction  and  Practice  of  Cato 

the  Cenfor  was,  to  fell  Slaves,  when  they  became  difeafed,  or 
otherwife  unfit  for  Labour.  Cato  de  Re  Rufiica,  Plut.  in  Cat. 
And  Suetonius  faith,  that  in  the  Reign  of  Claudius,  (when  the 
Romans  were  polifhed  in  the  highelt  Degree,  and  Philofophy 
had  tried  its  utmoft  Influence  upon  them.)  fome  expofed  their 
fick  Slaves  to  perifh  in  the  Ifle  of  jEfculapius  at  Rome :  on, 
which  Account  the  Emperor  ordered,  that  expofing  them  fliould 
be  deemed  giving  them  their  Liberty,  if  they  recovered ;  and 
that,  if  any  chofe  rather  to  put  them  to  Death,  it  fhould  be 
pumfhed,  as  Murder.  Suet,  in  Claud,  c.  25. 

+  Exod.  xxii.  21.  xxiii.  9,  12.  Lev.  xix.  33,  34.  xxv.  25, 
36,  37.  Deut.  x.  19.  xxiv.  14,  15,  17 — 22.  xxvii.  19. 

B  Luke  x.  30—37. 

6  his 
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his  affeding  Defcription  of  his  own  future 
Behaviour  at  the  great  Day  of  Judgment  *. 
In  confequence  of  this,  we  find  the  primitive 
Chriftians  the  moil  benevolent  of  Men  *j- : 
and  the  Affedlion  of  their  SuccefTors  to  each 
other,  a  Subjedt  of  general  Wonder  J.  We 
find  thofe  of  Rome,  who  were  the  richeft, 
fending  Alms  to  their  Brethren  throughout  the 
Earth  |l  :  and  thofe  of  Ale xandria  and  Car- 
thage, in  the  Defolations  of  a  dreadful  Plague, 
miniflring  to  the  Infected  with  aftonifhing 
Courage,  while  the  Heathens  gave  Proofs  of 
the  moil  mocking  Neglect  and  Barbarity  §. 
Nay,  thofe  of  the  whole  Eaftern  Empire,  juft 
after  the  feveral  Cities  of  it  had  been  perfecu- 
ting  them,  in  the  Reign  of  Maxtmin,  were 
the  cnly  Perfons,  who  affifled  others  in  the 
double  Diftrefs  of  Peftilence  and  Famine ;  at- 
tending on  the  Dying,  burying  the  Dead,  feed- 
ing the  Hungry,  without  Diitinction  :  which 
they  did  continually,  with  fuch  Tendernefs 
and  Bounty  in  every  Relpecl:,  that  They  and 
their  God  were  publickly  celebrated  and  ho- 
noured for  it  by  all  Men  **.  Nor  do  Chrif- 
tian  Writers  alone  afcribe  to  them  this  Cha- 

*  Match,  xxv.  31—46. 

t  Afls  ii.  44,  45.  iv.  32 — 37.  xu  27 — 50.  xxiv.  17.  Rom. 
xv.  25,  26.  2  Cor.  viii.  1—4.  ix.  1*  z-  Col.  i.  4.  i  Thefl*. 
iv.  9.  2  Theff.  i.  3.  I  Tim.  v.  10.  Philem.  Vcr.  7.  Rev. 
ii.  19.  Clem.  Rom.  Ep.  i.  $.  i,  z,  55. 

J  Tert.  Apol.  c.  39,  42. 

j{  Dionyf.  ap.  Euieb.  H.  E.  1.  4.  c.  23.  &  1.  7.  c.  5. 

$  Dionyf.  ap.  Eufcb.  H.  E.  1.  7.  c.  22.  C/pr.  Yit.  per  Pen- 
tium, p.  5. 

•*  Eufeb.  H.  E.  !.  9.  c.  8. 

S  rafter. 
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rafter.  The  profane  Lucian  acknowledges 
and  ridicules  their  plentiful  Almfgiving  *.  The 
apoftate  Emperor  Julian  confefies,  that  the 
Worfhippers  of  his  Gods  difregarded  their 
own  Poor,  and  the  Chriftians  maintained  thofe 
of  both  Profeffions.  He  gives  Exhortations 
to  the  former,  undeniably  taken  out  of  the 
New  Teftament,  to  amend,  and  imitate  the 
Galileans  in  this  and  many  other  Points. 
But,  diftrufting  their  Effect,  he  had  begun  to 
appropriate  large  Revenues  to  the  Support  of 
the  Credit  of  Paganifm,  againft  the  Influences 
of  the  Charity  of  Chriftians  -f-.  Nor  were 
thefe  bountiful  only  to  make  and  preferve 
Converts :  for  they  continued  fo  after  their 
Faith  became  the  reigning  one  J.  Then,  for 
It  was  impracticable  before,  a  vaft  Variety  of 
beneficent  Foundations,  and,  amongft  them, 
Hofpitals  for  the  Sick,  Things  unknown  to 
preceding  Ages  ||,  rofe  from  the  private  Libe- 
ralities of  Believers  §,  and  were  authorifed 

and 

*  De  morte  Peregrini,  p.  996,  997,  998.  Ed.  Bourdelot. 
Par.  1615. 

t  Julian.  Fragm.  Ep.  p.  290,  30^.  Ep.  49.  p.  429,,  &c. 
*  Ed.  Spanh.  Lipf.  1696.  Greg.  Nazianz.  Orat.  3.  p.  101,  102. 
Ed.  Billii,  Par.  1630.  Sozomen.  Hilt.  Eccl.  1.  5.0.  16. 

J  Chryfoft.  Horn.  66.  in  Matth.  p.  658.  Tom.  7.  Ed. 
Montf. 

||  The  Word  Valetudinarium  is  in  fevera!  Roman  Authors: 
but  feems  to  mean  only  a  Receptacle  for  the  fick  Servants  of  a 
Family,  in  or  near  the  Houfe. 

§  Jtrom  faith,  that  Faliola,  a  wealthy  Chriflian  Widow,  of 
a  noble  Roman  Family,  who  died  in  his  Time,  firft  eredted  a. 
publick  Infirmary  :  Prima  omnium  nyoxapiiM  injlituit,  in  quo  <e- 
•grot antes  colligeret  de  platen t  C59  confumpta  ianguoribus  atqve  'media 
tnijtrorum  membra  foveret.  Ep.  84.  Ed.  Bened.  77.  Ed.  Ve- 
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and  regulated  by  the  civil  Power  * :  which 
•have  Ipread  wherever  the  Gofpel  hath  fpread  : 
and  make  one  principal  Glory  of  our  own 
Church,  our  own  Times,  and  the  Reign  of 
our  gracious  Sovereign.  Thefe  Fafts,  I  hope, 
will  recommend,  not  only  Charity  to  Chrif- 
tians,  but  Chriftianity  to  charitable  Perfons  t 
and  fhew  the  Wifdom  of  learning  from 
Scripture  the  proper  Directions  for  carrying 
on  the  good  Work,  which  we  are  met  to 
countenance. 

Now  there  can  be  no  better  Directions, 
than  thole  of  the  Text.  For  it  comprehends 
the  three  necefiary  Points  :  a  due  Provifion, 
a  vigilant  Superintendence,  a  willing  Execu- 
tion. 

I.  A  due  Provifion.  He  that  gvvetb,  let 
him  do  it  with  Simplicity  :  fairly  allowing  every 
right  Motive  its  full  Effect  qpon  him.  The 
mere  Inftinct  of  Pity  will  operate  irregularly, 
and  fometimes  hurtfully.  Mere  worldly  Pru- 
dence will  be  generally  milled  by  prefent  Self- 
Intereft.  A  Senfe  of  moral  Fitnels,  without 
the  Sandion  of  divine  Authority,  will  icarce 
ever  produce  much  Fruit,  in  common  Soils  at 
leaft.  And  the  Religion  of  Realbn  alone, 
will  but  feldom  furnifh  Precepts  determinate 

ron.  And  Gregory  the  Prefijttr,  in  his  Life  of  NazJavsrx,  faith, 
that  Baf.l,  who  lived  in  the  fame  .Age  wkh  7irym,  built  a  large 
Hofpital  for  Lepers,  wizh  Charity  Mone7,~wbich  he  cclleSed 
fcr  that  ?ur: 

*  Cod.  1.  i.  tiL  2.  leg.  15,  19,  22    tft.  j.  1^5-  18. 
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enough,  or  excite  Hopes  and  Fears  powerful 
enough,  to  fupply  the  Deficiency.  Doubtlefs 
we  Chriftians  ought  fincerely  to  efteem  thofe, 
who,  from  any  true  Principle,  benefit  their 
Fellow-creatures  :  but. at  the  fame  Time  ear- 
neflly  to  pray  God,  that  he  would  make  them 
altogether  fuch  as  we  are  *.  The  Gofpel 
weakens  no  other  Inducement :  and  adds  fuch 
perfuafive  ones  of  its  own.  that  whoever  em- 
braces it  in  Simplicity  and  godly  Sincerity  -(-, 
muft  be  charitable.  And  hence  I  prefume  it 
is,  that  the  Word,  tranflated  Simplicity  in  the 
Text,  fignifies  Liberality  in  feveral  Places  of 
the  New  Teftament  J,  and  perhaps  in  no  Book 
written  before  it.  For  one,  who  is  a  Chriflian 
in  Singlenejs  of  Heart  ||,  can  neither  covet  im- 
moderate Wealth,  nor  hoard  up  againft  im- 
probable Accidents,  nor  make  falfe  Pleas  of 
Inability,  nor  examine  the  Merits  of  the  Di£- 
t reflect  with  Rigor  §,  nor  confine  his  Alms  to 
fome  favourite  Objeds  of  Beneficence ;  but 
will  fairly  confider  the  Claims  of  every  diffe- 
rent Sort.  And  none  hath  better,  than  this 
Hofpital,  on  various  Accounts. 

It  flands  remote  from  others,  in  the  Neigh- 
bourhood of  innumerable  Mariners  and  Artifi- 
cers, whom  their  Manner  of  Life  fubjedts  to 

*  Acts  xxn.  29.  f  2  Cor.  i.  iz.         J  2  Cor.  viii.  2. 

ix.  11,  13.     Jam.  1.5.  ||  Afts  ii.  46.     Eph.  vi.  5.     Col. 

iii.  22.  §  Le  Clerc  apprehends,  that  the  Apoflle  meant 

particularly  to  give  this  Diredion  :  which  fome  of  the  early 
Chrifhans  carried  to  a  great  Length.  See  the  Shepherd  of 
Hennas >  1.  2.  mand.  z. 
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many  grievous  Cafualties  and  Difeafes.  Of 
thefe  it  takes  Care,  if  the  Cafe  fo  require,  (and 
there  have  been  three  hundred  and  thirty  fuch 
during  the  laft  Year.)  without  any  Recommen- 
dation :  but  in  all  Cafes,  without  any  Pay- 
ment on  their  Admiffion,  or  any  Security  for 
their  Burial,  mould  they  die  :  which  two  De- 
mands exclude  the  moft  Helplefs  from  other 
Hofpitals,  and  throw  them  on  Ours :  but 
the  Advantage  increafes  far  beyond  the  Ex- 
pence. 

Its  Support  hath  always  been  from  iponta- 
neous  Gifts :  and,  within  the  Compafs  of  the 
annual  Account  lately  published,  they  have 
fallen  fhort  of  the  Diiburfements  by  three  hun- 
dred  and  fifty  Pounds.  Now  it  could  not  fub- 
fift,  much  lefs  be  enlarged  as  it  ought,  were 
this  Diminution  to  continue.  But  we  truft  it 
is  only  temporary ;  proceeding  from  Zeal  to 
carry  on  with  Speed  a  feparate,  but  important 
Part  of  the  general  Defign.  A  new  Structure, 
difcreetly  postponed  at  firft,  is  now  erecting, 
in  a  purer  Air,  with  larger  and  loftier  Rooms, 
yet  wholly  contrived  for  Health  not  Shew,  in 
which  far  greater  Numbers  will  be  far  better 
accommodated.  And,  indeed,  the  Erection 
of  it  is  a  double  Charity,  by  employing  the 
healthy  Poor,  as  well  as  providing  for  the  un- 
healthy. On  this  near  eighteen  hundred 
Pounds  have  been  laid  out,  in  the  laft  Twelve- 
pionth,  more  ihan  hath  been  received  in  that 
and  only  two  hundred  ninety-three 
S  3  remain 
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remain  in  Bank.  The  Friends  to  it  therefore, 
I  hope,  will  not  fail  to  confider,  that  the 
fooner  it  is  nnimed,  the  fooner  the  Money 
already  expended  on  it  will  become  ufeful,  and 
the  Charge  of  having  two  Houfes  at  once  will 
ceafe.  And  fuch,  as  were  not  Friends  to  it, 
ought  to  confider  alfo,  that,  while  others  are 
contributing  to  the  Building,  the  Fund  for  the 
Patients  will  fink,  unlefs  they  fupply  the  De- 
fjpiency.  When  it  is  once  compleated,  though 
larger  Donations  will  be  wanted,  than  before 
Jt  was  begun  j  becaufe  more  Perfons  will  be 
admitted  than  can  now  :  yet,  as  the  whole 
will  be  diredly  applied  to  their  Ufe;  the  B&- 
riefit  of  the  Hofpital,  in  Proportion- to  the 
Cofr,  will  be  much  more  vifible,  than  it  hath 
been  hitherto. 

II.  The  Second  Point  is,  a  vigilant  Su- 
perintendence, He  that  ruletb,  with  Dili- 
gence, 

Some  of  the  Governors,  indeed,  cannot  be 
expected  to  attend,  unlefs  on  Oecafions  very 
extraordinary.  The  mere  Honour  of  their 
Names  in  the  Lift-  of  Subscribers  will  do  great 
Service ;  and  their  occasional  Recommendations 
and  Vindications  of  the  Charity,  yet  greater. 
But  the  Affiftance  of  able  and  experienced  Per- 
fons, as  Vjfitors,  (an  Office  to  be  faithfully 
difcharged,  when  undertaken)  and  of  con- 
fiderable  Perfons  alfo  at  the  weekly  and  other 
Boards,  will  be  a  meritorious  Addition  to  thei? 

Con- 
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Contributions  :  and  the  more,  as  only  the  De- 
iire  of  doing  Good  can  render  it  agreeable  to 
them.  This  will  fatisfy  the  World,  that 
every  thing  goes  on  well.  For  good  Govern- 
ment is  what  diftributes  properly  the  Noarifh- 
ment,  that  Benefactions  furnifh  ;  and  animates 
the  whole  Machine  :  of  which,  Care  or  Ne- 
glect will  wonderfully  augment  or  fruftrate 
the  Ufe.  In  a  Syftem  compounded  of  fo  many, 
Parts,  Precaution  to  obviate  Diforders,  or  In- 
terpofition  to  rectify  them,  muft  be  continual. 
And  where  no  pofitive  Faults  appear,  admira- 
ble Improvements  may  be  invented,  or  im- 
ported from  other  Places.  Indeed  Propofals 
for  that  End  mould  not  be  rafhly  made  :  but 
very  candidly  confidered,  when  they  are  made, 
and  yet  not  over- warmly  prefTed.  For  if  they 
are  right,  in  Time  they  will  prevail.  And 
eager  Contentions  are  folicitoufly  to  be  avoid- 
ed in  all  Points :  Partialities  of  every  Sort  to 
be  laid  afide  :  the  Advantage  of  the  Houfe  to 
be  folely  kept  in  view ;  and  even  that  purfued 
with  Gentlenefs,  and  the  moft  obliging  mu- 
tual Regards.  But  though  DilTenfion,  like 
an  acute  Diilemper,  threatens  the  moft  loudly, 
and  brings  on  the  fuddeneft  Danger;  yet,  if 
the  Crifis  be  favourable,  all  may  be  as  well  or 
better  than  before  :  but  languid  Supinenefs  is 
a  chronical  Difeafe,  that  proceeds  with  flow 
and  iilent,  but  furer  Steps,  towards  a  DilTolu- 
tion.  The  former  happens  ofteneft  in  the  Be- 
ginning of  thefe  Undertakings;  and  I  hope 
ygu  are  compleatly  got  over  it :  the  latter  in 
$4  the 
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the  Progrefs ;  of  which  therefore  beware, 
Mark  out  and  engage  fit  Perfons  to  join  with 
you,  and  fucceed  you,  as  adting  Governors  : 
infuie  the  Spirit  of  right  Management  into 
them,  and  inftrudt  them  in  the  fundamental 
Articles  of  it. 

One  Article,  of  almoft  unfpeakable  Mo- 
ment, is  Cleanlinefs :  which  you  have  lately 
confulted  with  much  Prudence,  in  providing 
Change  of  frefh  Beds.  But  frequent  Renewal 
of  frefh  Air  is  found  to  be  another  indifpenfa- 
ble  Requifite  for  the  Recovery,  and  even  the 
Prefervation  of  Health,  efpecially  when  Num- 
bers are  confined  together  in  the  fame  Room. 
Yet  few  fufficiently  know  this  :  and  Atten- 
dants, to  fave  themfelves  Trouble,  are  un- 
willing to  regard  it :  and  the  Change  muft  be 
made,  in  the  Cafe  of  the  Sick,  with  no  little 
Caution.  An  excellent  Man  *,  who  hath  long 
been  an  Ornament  to  his  Profeffion  as  a  Cler- 
gyman, and  to  his  Country  as  a  Philofopher, 
hath  (hewn  the  heft  Means,  as  well  as  the  Ne~ 
ceflity,  of  making  Provifion  for  this  Purpofe  : 
and  will  gladly  give  minuter  Directions ;  which 
may  be  of  confiderable  Benefit  in  your  prefent 
Houfe,  and  of  much  greater  in  fitting  up  your 
new  one. 

But  there  is  another  Article,  on  which  I 
muft  beg  Leave  to  enlarge  a  little  more  :  that 
pf  religious  Worfhip  and  InftrucUon.  Prayers 

*  Dr.  Stephen  Hales. 
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are  read  on  two  Week-days  :  but  they  mould 
be  read,  and  a  Sermon  preached,  on  the  Lord's-* 
Day  alib  ;  as,  I  believe,  is  done  in  every  other 
JHofpital.     The  Omiffion  will  be  interpreted, 
if  continued,  a  Slight   on   Chriftianity :   and 
cannot  fail  to  grieve  extremely  all    the   pious 
Part  of  the  Sick  :  whereas  publick  Devotions 
and  Exhortations  then,  will  not  only  comfort 
thefe,  but  probably  awaken  many  of  the  reft 
to   a   Reverence  of  the  Day :  which,  being 
their  only  one  of  Leifure,  mufl  be  the  bell  of 
their  Lives,  or  the  worft  *.     But  bare  general 
Forms  have  often  fmall  Efficacy.     And  there- 
fore   a    diftincl:    peribnal    Application    ought 
moreover  to  be  made  to  each  of  them  :  not  to 
fill  their  Heads  with  empty  Words,  or  with 
idle,  and  much  lefs  with  hurtful  Notions,  but 
to  excite  in  their  Souls  a  ftrong  and  practical 
Senfe,  that  He,  from  whom  they  are,  and  on 
whom  they  depend  here  and  hereafter,  hath 
fent  from  Heaven  to  (each  them,  that  denying 
Ungodlinefs  and  'worldly  Lufls,  they  Jhould  live 
foberly,    righteoujly,  and  godly   in  this  prefent 
World,  looking  for  that  blejjed  Hope,  and  the 
glorious  Appearing  of  the  great  God,  and  our 
Saviour  Jefus  Chriji :  who  gave  himfelffor  us, 
that  he  might  redeem  us  from  all  Iniquity ;  and 
purify  unto  himfelf  a  peculiar  People,  zealous  of 
good  Works  -j-. 

*  On  this  Admonition,  the  late  Lord  Vi (count  Folkefloite  gave 
privately  an  Allowance  for  performing  the  Sunday  Service, 
;ill  the  Hofpital  provided  for  it. 

f  Tic.  ii.  12,  13,  14. 
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Thefe  Doctrines,  propofed  to  them  com- 
paffionately  and  difcreetly,  when  their  Condi- 
tion permits  them  to  reflect  without  Hazard, 
will  give  to  the  Well-difpofed  inexpreffible 
Confolation  ;  and  to  the  Worft  no  more  than 
ufeful  Terror.  A  penitent  Conviction  of  their 
pall  Sins  will  inftantly  render  them  humble, 
contented,  orderly,  and  obfervant  in  all  Re- 
fpects  :  it  muft,  if  they  die,  have  fome  good 
Influence  on  their  future  State ;  and  may  have 
the  very  beft:  on  many  By-ftanders..  But  if 
they  recover,  as  eight  in  nine  do,  fixing  it 
deeply  in  their  Hearts  will  prompt  them  to 
every  Thing  right,  for  themfelves,  and  all  with 
whom  they  are  concerned ;  will  reftrain  them 
from  every  Thing  wrong,  and  make  them 
happy  under  all  Reftraints  and  all  Afflictions, 
by  the  Affurance  of  an  eternal  Recompenfe  : 
which  ineftimable  Effects  nothing  elfe  can 
have.  Poffibly  fcarce  any  Principles  of  Chrif- 
tianity  or  Morality  have  ever  been  taught 
them :  for,  in  this  Land  of  abufed  Liberty, 
That  is  determined  by  Chance,  or  arbitrary 
Choice.  Poffibly  none  ever  will,  unlefs  it  be 
here :  and  here  they  may  be  inculcated  on 
them  with  peculiar  Advantage.  They  have 
Leifure  to  think :  are  kept  cool  and  low : 
have  not  their  vicious  Companions  round  them, 
to  deride  Serioufnefs  ;  but  Fellow- fufferers,  to 
applaud  it.  They  experience  the  Value  of 
Religion  and  Virtue  :  for  to  thefe  they  owe 
the  tender  Care,  that  is  taken  of  them.  Pious 
JBooks  are  read  in  the  Wards,  by  fuch  as  can, 
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to  the  reft  :  which  will  be  much  better  mind- 
ed, after  feparate  Exhortations  made  to  each. 
And  a  fmall  Gift  of  ihort  admonitory  Tracts, 
judicioufly  chofen  for  them,  when  they  go 
away,  will  tend  very  powerfully,  through 
God's  Heffing,  to  perpetuate  the  Irnpreffions,. 
which  they  have  received.  At  leaft  we  mall 
thus  haver  tried  what,  even  in  wonldly  Wi£- 
dom,  we  ought.  A  confiderable  Share  of  the 
Foverty  and  Diieafes,  and.fome  Share  of  the 
Accidents,  that  bring  Perfons  to  Hoipitals, 
arifes-from  their  Wickednefs :  and  therefore 
amending  them  is  the  Way  to.  prevent  their 
Return  thither.  Publick  Wealth  and'Strength 
confifts,  partly  in  the  Numbers,  partly  in  the 
Ufefulnefs  of  the  People.  Now  both 'will  bear 
a  near  Proportion  to  their  Morals :  on  which 
alfo  the  private  Security  and  domeftick,  En- 
joyment of  Life  almofl  intirely.  refts.  And 
many  of  the  poor  Wretches  cured,  if  they  go 
away  as  vile  as  they  come,  will  have  Caufe  to. 
wifli,  with  their  Families  and  the  Commu- 
nity, that  their  Diftempers  had  proved  mor- 
tal. Even  fuppoling  Men  could  be  kept  fuf- 
fkiently  in  Order,  againft  their  Judgments; 
and  Wills,  by  Dread  of  temporal  Punimments  ; 
their  Situation  muft  be  a  very  uneafy  one : 
whereas  thankful  Obedience  to  a  juft  Ruler, 
and  gracious  Rewarder,  is  the  moft  pleafing 
Motive  imaginable.  But  evidently  they  can- 
not :  nor  any  where  fo  little,  as  where  the 
Limitation  of  the  Magistrate's  Authority  by 
is  the  ftricleft.  And  they  muft  have  a 
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ftrangely  felf-denying  Zeal  againft  Religion, 
•who  had  rather,  that  thofe  about  them  mould 
defpife  it  and  be  mifchievous,  than  revere  it 
and  be  harmlefs. 

Indeed  the  Performance  of  all,  that  I  have 
been  recommending,  will  require  fome  Addi- 
tion of  Expence  :  but  not  much  in  Compari- 
fpn,  not  more  than  is  allowed  elfewhere,  not 
without  receiving  a  valuable  Confideration  in 
Return.  Good  Perfons  will  contribute  to  it; 
will,  if  defired,  bear  the  whole  of  it ;  will  be 
more  liberal  to  the  other  Parts  of  the  Charity 
for  it :  the  Reputation  of  the  Houfe  will 
be  heightened  by  it;  which,  I  muft  tell 
you,  fufTers  from  delaying  fo  necefTary  a  Pro- 
vilion, 

I  would  only  fay  further  on  the  fecond 
Head,  that  when  Patients  are  difcharged, 
the  good  Advice  of  the  Board,  and  of  the 
Governors  who  recommended  them,  may  have 
vaft  Weight  with  them  :  efpecially  if  it  be 
in  forced  by  fome  Affiftance,  either  from 
the  common  Stock,  or  private  Liberality, 
for  prefent  Support,  till  they  get  Strength  and 
Bufmefs. 

III.  The  third  and  laft  Point  is  a  willing 
Execution.  He  that  Jheweth  Mercy  >  with 
Cheerfulnefs.  For  jhewing  Mercy  is  under- 
ftood  by  the  beft  Commentators  *  to  lignify 

s  hie  vocat,  qui  aegrotis  aderant     GROT. 
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here,  what  the  like  Phrafe  comprehends  in 
the  Hiftory  of  the  benevolent  Samaritan  *, 
miniftering  perfonally  to  the  Objects  of  the 
Charity  :  and  Cheerfulnefs  -f-  denotes  Good- 
will, both  to  Them  and  to  the  Employment. 
All  depends  at  laft  on  the  Care  and  Kindnefs 
of  Thole,  who  are  engaged  in  this  immediate 
Application  :  in  which  they  muft  indeed  fee 
melancholy  and  fh^Miig  eights,  and  perform 
low  and  difg'if.ful  Offices.  But  Religon  hath 
the  Secret  to  make  even/  Thing  agreeable  : 
and  their  Occupations  are  fo  much  more  bene- 
ficial to  Mankind,  and  better  fitted  to  improve 
their  own  Hearts,  than  Providence  hath  allot- 
ted to  moft  others,  that  they  have  Caufe  on 
Reflexion  to  be  fatisfied,  and  even  pleafed, 
with  their  Condition. 

The  general  Duty  of  all,  who  attend  on 
this  good  Work  is,  induftrioufly  to  further, 
and  in  no  Refpecl:  to  counteract,  the  Intent  of 
it  :  to  abftain  from  provoking,  difcouraging, 
profane  or  immodtit,  Behaviour  and  Difcourfe  : 
and  to  deter  or  difluade,  fo  far  as  they  can, 
every  one  concerned,  from  whatever  is  faulty. 
The  particular  Duty  of  Him,  who  miniflers 
in  Holy  Things,  hath  been  already  intimated. 
Phylicians  and  Surgeons  are  habituated  to  Hu- 
manity and  Decency  :  and  will  undoubtedly 
mew,  and  require  that  all  under  them  (hew, 
as  much  of  it  to  thefe  poor  Creatures,  as  to 


*  Luke  x.  37.  f  UjMvnn  hoc  loco  proccptitudiuein 

animi  fignificat.    GROT. 
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their  Betters.  The  Officers  of  the  Houfe  mult 
not  only  be  upright,  frugal,  diligent,  them- 
felves  j  but  fee,  both  that  inferior  Servants  be 
affiduous  and  pun6r.ua!,  faithful  and  impartial, 
gentle  and  tender,  which  I  underiland  is  ex- 
prefsly  charged  on  them ;  and  likewiie,  that 
the  Patients  conform  to  the  Rules  prefcribed 
them.  Failures  in  the  very  loweft  Part  of 
the  Management,  and  that  feem  but  fmall, 
joiay  be  extremely  hurtful  to  the  Sick  :  and, 
though  they  are  not,  will  be  mentioned  by 
them  in  ftrong  Terms,  when  they  come  out : 
and  fuch  Reports  will  reach  their  Recom- 
menders  and  others,  and  in  all  Likelihood  be 
aggravated,  to  the  unknown  Difadvantage  of 
the  Charity. 

But  the  Characters  and  Conduct,  both  of 
the  Governors  and  of  thofe  whom  they  intruft, 
give  fuch- Affurance,  that  all  is  and  will  be  car- 
ried on  well,  that  I  proceed,  in  Conclufion, 
boldly  to  afk  your  generous  Contributions  to 
this  excellent  Undertaking. 

Moil  of  the  piteous  Objects,  for  whom  it 
provides,  become  fuch  in  working  for  You. 
Long  Voyages,  or  dangerous  Enterprifes,  or 
Employments  liable  to  Mifchances,  or  Labour 
on  unwholefome  Materials,  or  earneft  active 
Induftry,  or  clofe  Confinement  and  fedentary 
Diligence,  are  the  ufual  Caufes  of  their  Suf- 
ferings ;  and  the  principal  Sources  of  our  na- 
tional Riches  and  Grandeur,  of  the  Conve- 
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niencies  and  Elegancies  and  Enjoyments  of 
Life.  So  that  indeed  they  are  Martyrs  to  the 
publick  Service.  And  were  it  only  to  the 
publick  Luxury,  the  Fault  would  not  be  in 
Them,  but  in  you,  their  Superiors,  who  dif- 
pofe  of  them  fo  :  and  who  ought  not  furely  to 
let  them  lie  unrelieved  in  Languifhment  or 
Torture,  for  having  furniihed  you  the  Means 
of  Pomp  and  Delicacy.  If  you  do,  you  are 
fadly  unworthy  of  the  kind  Providence,  which 
hath  exalted  you  above  them,  to  be  its  own 
Stewards  for  their  Welfare. 

But  they  are  more  directly  the  Servants  of 
You,  Merchants  and  Traders  :  to  whom  they 
are  Inflruments  of  earning  Wealth  and  Ho- 
nours, for  a  bare  Subfiitence.  Think  then, 
what  you  mould  feel  in  their  Situation,  were 
you  neglected  after  all,  when  Illnefs  ccmea 
upon  you.  Think  dfo,  that  induftrious  Per- 
fons  are  more  in  Number  for  every  one  fuch, 
whofe  Life  is  faved,  or  who  is  fooner  or  more 
perfedly  reftored  to  Health.  Thefe  Confide- 
rations  will  clearly  mew  you,  that  all  Perfons 
of  Eminence  in  Trade  mould  be  liberal  Sub- 
fcribers ;  and  the  reft  occaiional,  if  they  can- 
not be  flated,  Benefactors.  The  prefent  is 
one  Occafion.  The  Banker,  or  the  Box,  or 
any  Friend  of  the  Hofpital,  will  arToid  you 
other  Opportunities,  when  you  pleafe.  And 
you  well  know,  that  fmall  Sums  frequently 
given,  make  a  large  Total :  befides  that  even 
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the  Widow's  Mite  fingly  is  precious  in  the 
Sight  of  God*. 

Some,  of  various  Ranks,  may  not  know 
Objects  enough  for  their  Charity :  may  not 
have  Leifure  or  Convenience  to  inquire  after 
them :  may  not  care  to  truft  or  trouble  others 
with  doing  it.  Here  then  is  a  Way  open  for1 
fuch  to  beftow,  unqueftionably  well,  juft  as 
much  as  they  wi(h.  And  they  mould  give  the 
more,  becaufe  they  are  put  to  no  Difficulties, 
in  order  to  give.  Others  have  had  Servants, 
or  Dependents,  or  Neighbours,  under  Cure  in 
the  Infirmary,  of  whom  they  would  elfe  have 
taken  the  Charge  thernfelves.  Now  thefe" 
ought  at  leaft  to  reimburfe  the  Infirmary  :  for 
ftill  they  will  be  Gainers  by  it ;  but  elfe,  they 
will  in  effect  defraud  it. 

Perfons  profeffing  Religion  cannot  but  be 
fenfible,  that  were  they  to  let  Unbelievers  ex- 
cel them  in  Acts  of  Bounty,  it  would  afford 
them  fuch  a  Triumph,  as  Heaven  forbid  they 
mould  ever  have.  And  Perfons  indifferent  of 
unfavourable  to  Religion,  moft  of  them  pro- 
fefs  the  highefl  Regard  to  Benevolence  :  as 
indeed,  if  doing  Good  to  Men  be  the  only 
Homage  they  will  pay  to  God,  furely  they 
ought  to  be  very  abundant  in  it.  We  invite 
them  therefore  to  a  fair  Contention  with  us 
on  this  Head.  But  at  the  fame  Time  we  muft 
admonim  them,  that  without  moral  Self-Go- 

*  Mark  xii.  41 — 44. 

vernment, 


Gsvernors  of  the  London  Ho/pit  al.     273 

verhment,  and  dutiful  Piety,  they  will  on  the 
whole  do  Harm  to  their  Fellow-creatures  :  or 
could  that  be  otherwife,  will  fail  of  becom- 
ing inwardly  fuch,  as  their  all- wife  Creator 
expedts.  And  it  is  grievous  to  think,  that 
with  fome  Qualities  fo  amiable,  by  the  wilful 
or  carelefs  Negledl  of  the  reft,  they  mould 
deferve  Condemnation*  inftead  of  Reward* 
Still  they  ft  all  obtain  more  Mercy,  than  if  they 
had  not  been  merciful*  :  and  therefore,  how- 
ever wicked  in  other  Refpects,  it  is  highly 
their  Intereft  to  be  virtuous  in  this.  But 
"Charity  /hall  cover  the  Multitude  of  Sins  «f , 
only  when  it  proceeds  from  an  efficacious 
Resolution  of  univerfal  Amendment.  And 
then  it  is  peculiarly,  both  a  proper  thankful 
Claim  to  God's  Promife  of  Forgivenefs,and  like- 
wife  a  proper  Compenfation  to  Men  for  pail  In- 
juries and  Omimons  :  if  it  be  fufficiently  plen- 
tiful ->  and  beftowed  on  the  Sufferers,  when 
they  can  be  found ;  or  on  the  Poor,  as  their 
Substitutes,  when  they  cannot.  I  hope  there- 
fore, that  every  one  here,  whofe  Confcience 
tells  him  he  hath  offended  againft  his  Bre- 
thren and  his  heavenly  Father,  will  take 
this  Method  of  Reconciliation  now  without 
Delay. 

If  Defire  of  increafmg  your  Wealth  ob- 
(iructs  your  Liberality  5  you  cannot,  even  in 
this  World,  receive  near  fo  much  true  Satil- 
fadion  from  haviog  added  a  little  to  it,  as 

*  Matth.  v.  7.  t   i  Pet-  iv.  8. 
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from  having  done  the  great  Good,  which  that 
little  is  capable  of  doing.  Befides,  what  -is  to 
become  of  your  Wealth  ?  Your  Heirs  are  to 
have  it.  And  how  are  they  to  employ  it  ?  If 
they  are  to  perform  Adts  of  Beneficence  with 
it,  why  may  not  you  as  wtll  ?  If  they  are 
only  to  go  on  augmenting  it,  where  is  the 
Ufe  or  End  of  that  ?  And  if  they  are  to 
fquander  it,  as  fooner  or  later  they  will,  you 
are  only  contriving  to  make  yourfelf  and  them 
a  Reproach,  in  contrary  Ways. 

Suppofe  then,  on  the  other  Hand,  it  be 
Pleafures  and  Amufements,  that  intercept  your 
Charity  :  of  what  Kind  are  they  ?  Many  fa- 
fbionable  ones  are  mean,  irrational,  deftruc- 
tive  of  the  Time,  Fortune,  Health,  Temper, 
Principles,  of  thofe  who  delight  in  them. 
What  will  be  your  Credit  and  Weight  now, 
what  the  Efteem  of  your  Memory,  and  the 
State  of  your  Pofterity,  an  Age  or  two  hence, 
if  you  live,  and  teach  Them  to  live,  only  or 
chiefly  to  fuch  Things  ?  At  leaft  intermix  with 
them  fomewhat  worthy  of  Notice  and  of  Praife. 
Retrench  a  Sin  or  a  Folly,  and  give  the  Coft 
to  thefe  poor  Creatures.  Put  out  of  your 
Power,  by  fpending  well,  what  elfe  you  would 
have  fpent  ill.  This  will  be  of  double  Ser- 
vice to  you. 

But  poffibly  you  devote  the  Superfluity  of 
your  Income  to  innocent  Entertainments,  Or- 
naments, Decorations.  And  is  it  fitting  then, 
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that  you  mould  be  humouring  your  Fancy,  of 
ciifplaying  your  Tafte,  while  Wretches  around 
you   are  perilling  and   unaffifted  ?  But  fuch 
Things,  you  will  fay,  employ  the  Poor,  and 
fo  do  Good.     Why,  allowing  that  they  do 
Good  j  which  however  is   not  true,  without 
feveral  Exceptions :    yet  the   Poor,  who  are 
incapable  of  Employment,  mould  be  confider- 
cd  firft.     Others  indeed  may  fufTer,    if  you 
overlook    them  :     but    thefe    are    fufftring. 
Others  will  make  fome  Shift ;  perhaps  a  bet- 
ter for  the  Publick,  if  not  for  inemfelves  too  : 
but  thefe  can  make  none.     Beiides,  you  may 
be  a  great  deal  furer,  that  the  Good,  to  which 
Self-Indulgence  cannot  prompt  you,  is  meant 
for  Good  :  and  it  will  procure  you  far  more 
Efleem   from    the  Worthy  and  Confiderate. 
Some  of  the  Vain  and  Thoughtlefs  perhaps 
may   affect  to  ridicule  you  for  it.     But  only 
avoid  injudicious  Projects  of  Beneficence,  and 
Degrees  of  Liberality  inconfiftent  with  other 
Obligations  or  Proprieties  :  and  you  will  be 
abundantly  fupported,    within    and    without. 
Private  Parfimony,  when  moderate,  and  com- 
bined with  Generofity  in  Matters  of  publick 
Concern,  was  highly  celebrated,  even  by  Hea- 
thens, in   former  Ages  * ;    and  will    to    the 
lateft  be  an  Honour,  and  felfith   Pomp  and 
Luxury  a  Difgrace,  to  all  Nations  and  all  Per- 
fons,  that  are  noted  for  either.     The  Givers 
of  memorable  fmgle  Benefactions  indeed  will 

*  Cic.  proL.  Flacco  $   12.     Hor.  Od.  2.  15.10—20.    Sat. 
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be  longeft  and  moft  extenfively  refpected  :  but 
fuch  as  join  with  others,  will  alfo  have  Praife 
for  it,  equal  to  their  modeft  Defires.  In  Our 
Hofpital  particularly,  their  Names  and  Con- 
tributions are  recorded,  and  openly  propofed 
for  Imitation :  while  yet  they,  who  chufe  it, 
may  be  as  fecret  in  their  Donations  to  this 
Charity,  as  to  any. 

Poffibly  you  may  think,  it  will  be  fuffici- 
ently  carried  on  without  your  Help.  But  what 
if  every  Body  were  to  think  fo  ?  Befides,  how 
do  you  know  it  will  ?  And  if  it  would,  your 
Concern  is,  not  fo  much  that  good  Works  be 
done,  as  that  You  do  your  Share  towards  them. 

But  you  give  to  other  Charities,  to  other 
Hofpitals.  And  fo  do  m,any  of  the  bountiful 
Friends  to  this.  Why  then  may  not,  why  then 
mould  not,  You  be  fuch  a  Friend  to  it  like- 
wife  ?  But,  at  the  very  leaft,  be  not  an  Ene- 
my. That  we  demand,  as  Juftice.  If  we 
are  wrong  in  any  Thing,  we  (hall  be  glad  to 
correct  it :  if  deficient,  to  fupply  it.  If  we 
think  we  excel  in  any  Thing,  we  heartily  with 
we  could  excel  in  nothing.  If  we  have  chanced 
to  take  a  Name,  that  may  feem  too  lofty  -, 
we  had  rather  never  have  taken  it,  than  have 
given  Offence  by  what  was  intended,  not  to 
arrogate  the  leaft  Pre-eminence  above  our  elder 
Sifters ;  but  only  to  exprefs,  in  the  ftrongeft 
Manner,  how  numerous  the  Objects,  for  whom 
Provifion  is  wanted,  were ;  and  to  whom  we 
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principally  trufted  for  the  Means  of  relieving 
them. 

Let  us  all  therefore  go  on,  amicably  as  well 
as  diligently,  in  this  and  every  Method  of  lef- 
fening  Mifery,  and  promoting  Goodnefs  and 
Happinefs,  in  the  World,  from  an  humble 
Senie  of  Duty  to  the  Maker  of  it :  till  the 
Exercife  of  the  Virtues,  adapted  to  our  pre- 
fent  fufTering  State,  improve  our  Souls  into  a 
Fitnefs  for  that  approaching  Time  of  Enjoy- 
ment -y  when  God  foall  'wipe  away  all  Tears 
from  our  Eyes,  and  there  fhall  be  no  more 
Death,  nor  Sorrow,  or  Crying ;  neither  foall 
there  be  any  more  Pain  *. 

*  Rev.  xxi.  4. 
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SERMON      XL 

Preached  in  the  Church  of  St.  Mary- 
ie-Bow,   December  4,    1754,   at  the 
Yearly    Meeting   of  the    Religious 
Societies. 

M  A  L  A  c  H  i  iii.  1 6. 

''Then  they,  that  feared  the  Lord,  fpake  often 
one  to  another :  and  the  Lord  hearkened, 
and  heard  it  -,  and  a  Book  of  Remembrance 
'was  written  before  him,  for  them  that 
feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thought  upon  his 
Name. 

HIS  Prophecy  was  delivered  long  after 
the  Return  of  the  Jews  from  Babylon ; 
when  they  had  ceafed  in  general  to  be  fuper- 
ftitious  and  idolatrous,  for  it  fcarce  accufes 
them  once  of  either  Sin,  but  were  falling  in- 
to the  oppolite  Extreme  of  Indifference  about 
all  Religion.  Many  of  the  Priefts  themfelves 
performed  their  Functions  carelefsly  and  con- 
temptuoufly,  from  a  Principle  of  mere  worldly 
Intereft  * ;  and  either  neglected  to  inftrudt 
others,  or  mifled  them  -f.  The  People,  part- 
ly, without  Queftion,  in  Confequence  of  this, 
*  Mali,  6,7,  10.  t  »•  7,8. 
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were  deftitute  of  Zeal  for  God's  Worihip  ; 
Jaid  it  \i~as  a  Weariuejs  and  jnujfed-  at  it ;  fa- 
crificed  to  him  the  Refufe  of  their  Cattle  *, 
robbed  bim  in  Tithes  and  Offerings  -\-,  married 
Heathens  without  Scruple  J,  broke  their  Mar- 
riage Vows  by  Adultery  |j,  dealt  treacberoqfty 
every  Man  againjl  bis  Brother  §,  were  guilty 
of  Oppreffion  and  Perjury**:  for  the  Pro- 
phet exprefsly  charges  them  with  all  theie 
Crimes.  And  he  adds,  that  they  not  only  in- 
dulged, but  applauded  themfelves  in  Impiety 
and  Immorality  :  cafting  off  with  Scorn  the 
ferious  Regard,  which  they  had  formerly  paid 
to  unpleaiing  Rules  of  Duty;  and  declaring 
thofe,  who  had  fearleisly  broke  through  them, 
the  only  wife  Perfons.  Tour  Words  have  been 
jlout  againjl  me,  faith  the  Lord.  Te  bavefaid, 
It  is  vain  to  ferve  God :  and,  What  Pro/it  is 
it,  that  ive  have  kept  bis  Ordinance,  and  that 
we  have  walked  mournfully  before  the  Lord  of 
Hofts  ?  And  now  we  call  the  Proud,  happy  : 
yea,  they  that  work  IVickednefs  are  fet  up ;  yea, 
they  that  tempt  God  are  even  delivered  -f-f*. 
So  that  they  ftill  feem  to  have  profefied  fome 
Belief  in  a  fort  of  Deity :  but  at  the  fame 
Time  prevailed  on  themfelves  to  fancy,  that 
he  was  unconcerned  about  their  Treatment  of 
Himielf,  or  each  other. 

How  lively  a  Picture  this  is,  though  drawa 
above  two  thoufand  Years  ago,  of  the   Free- 

•  Mal.i.  13,14.        f  iiL8,&c.        +  ii.  n.         jj 
\  ii.  IQ.  '         ^  iii.  5.  tt  iii-  13*  H>  '5« 
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Livers  and  Free-Thirikers,  as  they  have  beea 
called,  of  our  own  Age,  and  how  large  and 
increafing  the  Numbers  of  them  are,  I  need 
not  fay  :  their  Practices,  their  Difcourfe,  their 
Writings,  {hew  it  too  plainly.  The  Queftion 
Is,  While  They  behave  thus,  what  fhould 
Our  Behaviour  be  ? 

Now  undoubtedly  earneft  Endeavours  ought 
to  be  ufed  for  reclaiming  them.  And  fuch  as 
are  qualified  for  this  Employment,  efpeoially 
if  they  are  likewile  peculiarly  called  to  it, 
ihould  be  confcientiouily  diligent  in  it  :  la- 
bouring to  convince,  both  the  avowedly  -Pro- 
fane and  Vicious,  and  all  who  lean  towards 
them,  of  the  Unreafonablenefs  and  final  Un- 
comfortablenefs  of  their  Notions,  the  abfurd 
Rafhnefs  of  their  Talk,  the  ruinous  Tendency 
of  their  Conduct,  even  in  this  Life,  to  them- 
'felves,  to  fuch  as  are  moft  nearly  connected 
with  them,  and  to  the  Publick  :  but  above 
all,  of  the  certain  future  Mifery,  which  they 
inuft  bring  on  their  own  Heads,  if  the  Maker 
of  the  World  govern  it  with  Juftice  or  Wif- 
dorii,  or  indeed  with  real  Goodnefs  to  the 
whole  j  and  for  what  other  Ends  he  could 
poilihly- create  it,  is  utterly  inconceivable. 

But  though  every  Perfon  of  plain  Under- 
Standing  and  upright  Heart  is  capable  of  fee- 
ing thefe  Things;  and  moft  may  reprefent 
them,  with  good  Effect,  to  fuch  as  err  through 
Inconfideratenefs  or  bad  Suggeftions  only,  yet 
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many  are  not  capable  of  debating  them  with 
acute  and  artful  Opponents  :  or  if  they  were, 
ftill  would  not  be  a  Match,  on  other  Accounts, 
for  the  Bold  and  Overbearing,  the  Contemp- 
tuous and  Ridiculing.  Whatever  Caufe  a 
modeft  Man,  of  common  Parts  and  x^.ttain- 
ments,  were  to  maintain  againft  fuch,  the 
Combat  would  be  unequal,  and  therefore  is 
better  avoided  by  him.  But  fuppofing  him 
ever  fo  accomplished ;  what  Succefs  can  be 
expected  againil  fcomful  Levity,  conceited 
Self-fufficiency,  hardened  Unfairnefs,  or  ftupid 
Senfuality  :  againft  thofe,  who,  .as  the  Apoftte 
admirably  defcribes  them,  walk  in  fhe  Vanity 
cf  their  Mind,  having  the  Under/landing  dark- 
ened, being  alienated  from  the  Life  -of  God, 
through  the  Ignorance  that  is  in  them,  becmcfe 
tf  the  Blindnefs  of  their  Hearts  -,  turbo  being 
-pajl  'Feeling,  have  given  fbemfelvts  over  unto 
Lafcivioujnefsy  to  work  all  Uncleannefs  -<witi? 
Greedinefs  *.  Probably  formal  Oppofition 
would  only  provoke  fuch  to  -more  Shocking 
Expreffions  -of  Irreligion  at  the  Time,  and 
greater  Mifchievoufnefs  afterwards.  There- 
fore Solomon's  general  Maxim  and  'Direction 
is  :  He  that  reprovetb  a  Scorner,  getteth  -to 
bimfrlf  Shame  :  and  he  that  rebuketh  a-wicked 
Man,  gettetb  bimfelf  a  Blot.  Reprvve  not  a 
S corner,  lejl  he  'bate  thee :  rebuke  a  wife  Man, 
and  be  will  kve  tkee  *j-. 

-*  Eph,  iv.  17,  1 8,  19.  f  PK».  ix.  •},<*. 
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Still  they,  to  whofe  Province  it  belongs, 
muft,  while  there  is  any  View  of  Succefs,  in- 
Jlruft  thofe  who  oppofe  themfelves  *,  reprove, 
rebuke^.  exhort  with  all  Authority  J.  And 
others  muft  never  even  feem  to  countenance 
licentious  Talk,  and  to  give  up  the  Caufe  of 
Religion  when  attacked  ;  but  walk  in  Wifdom 
toward  them  that  are  without,  that  is,  towards 
Unbelievers  ;  take  Care  that  their  Speech  be 
a/way  with  Grace,  feafoned  with  Salt  \\  ;  be- 
coming, inoffenfive,  difcreetj  and  that  they 
be  ready  always  to  give  an  Anfwer  to  every 
Man,  that  afketh  them  a  Reafon  of  the  Hope 
that  is  in  them§.  But  ufually  it  will  be  moft 
advifeable,  on  all  fuch  Occafions,  to  fpeak 
briefly  :  and  in  fo  mild  a  Manner,  that  the 
Party  concerned  may  not  think  himfelf  chal- 
lenged to  attempt  a  Reply  ;  yet  in  fo  home  a 
one,  that  he  may  feel  inwardly,  and  if  poffi- 
ble  alfo  laftingly,  the  Force  of  what  is  faid  to 
him  :  which  he  will  oftener  do,  than  he  will 
care  to  own  it.  For  the  Words  of  the  Wife  are 
as  Goads,  and  as  Nails  fajlened  **.  Excepting 
what  this  Act  of  Charity  may  require,  we 
ihall  do  well  to  keep  our  Mouths,  as  it  were 
with  a  Bridle,  while  the  Ungodly  is  in  our 
Sight:  not  difagreeably  abftaining  from  all 
Converfation,  but  ftudioufly  from  all  which 
they  can  be  likely  to  pervert  ;  keeping  Silence, 
where  there  is  Danger  of  that,  even  from  good 


»•  2S«  t  2  Tim.  iv.  z,  %  Tit.  ii.  15. 
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Words  *  ;  and  not  cajling  our  Pearls  before 
Swine,  left  they  trample  them  under  their 
Feet,  (ind  turn  again  and  rend  \  the  well- 
meaning  Giver. 

The  Duty  therefore  of  the  Generality  of 
Chriftians,  in  Regard  to  the  Enemies  of  their 
Faith  and  Practice,  .belides  pitying  them  and 
praying  for  them,  goes  little  further,  than  firft 
fecuring  themielves,  and  thofe  who  belong  to 
them,  from  the  Contagion ;  and  determining 
with  Jofoua,  that  let  others  ferve  yvhom  or 
what  they  chufe,  They  and  their  Hou/es  'will 
ferve  the  Lord%:  then,  as  Opportunity  may 
offer,  jlrengthening  the  reft  of  their  Brethren  ||, 
and  ufmg  the  Means  of  being  mutually 
ftrengthened  by  them,  in  the  fame  Refolu- 
tion. 

This  Method,  we  find,  the  Pious  and  Vir- 
tuous took  in  the  Days  of  Malachi.  Doubt- 
lefs  the  faithful  Priejis  and  MeJJ'engers  of  the 
Lord  of  Hofts,  whofe  Lips  were  to  keep  Know- 
ledge §1  uttered  it  alfo  :  lifted  up  their  Voices 
like  'Trumpets  to  Jbew  the  People  their  Tranf- 
grefiion,  and  the  Houfe  of  Jacob  their  Sins  **. 
But  of  the  Bulk  of  Believers  we  read,  not  that 
they  were  forward  to  difpute,  indeed  we  may 
be  fure  they  were  backward  to  intermix,  with 
Unbelievers  -y  but  only,  that  they,  who  feared 
the  Lord,  fpake  often  one  to  another,  certainly 
of  Things  relating  to  his  Fear ;  and  the  Lord 

*  Pf.  xxxix.  2,  3.  f  Matth.  vii.6.  J  JoQi.  xxiv.  ic. 
|1  Luke  xxii.  32.  -5  Mai,  ii.  7.  >v%If.  Iviii.  i. 
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hearkened  and  beard  it,  and  a  Book  of  Remem- 
brance was  written  before  him,  for  them  that 
feared  the  Lord,  and  that  thought  upon  his 
Name. 

Now  in  thefe  Words  we  have  it  plainly 
lignified  to  us, 

I.  That  ferious  Conference  amongft  good 
Perfbns  is  peculiarly  needful  in  thoughtlefs  and 
irreligious  Times. 

II.  That  God  obferves   and    remembers, 
and  will  reward,  the  proper  life  of  it. 

Thefe  therefore  (hall  be  the  two  firft  Heads 
of  my  Difcourfe  :  and  then 

III.  I  mall  apply  them  to  the  prefent  Oc- 
cafion. 

I.  That  ferious  Conference  amongft  good 
Perfons  is  peculiarly  needful  in  thoughtlefs  and 
irreligious  Times. 


t> 


Indeed  we  ought  in  all  Times  to  fhew  by 
our  Conversation,  what  we  are  :  and  {hall,  in 
ibme  Degree,  mew  it  of  courfe,  whether  we 
mean  to  do  fo,  or  not.  If  we  exprefs  no  Con- 
cern for  the  Intereils  of  Piety  and  Virtue  in  our 
Words,  we  fhall  be  juftly  fufpected  of  having 
but  little  in  our  Thoughts.  For  out  of  the 
Abundance  of  the  Heart  the  Mouth  fpeaketb* 
A  good  Man  out  of  the  good  Treafure  of  his 
Heart  bringtth  forth  good  Things ;  and  an  evil 

Man, 
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Mdn  out  of  the  evil  Trcafure  bringeth  forth 
evil  Ibings  *.  Therefore,  as  it  concerns  us 
infinitely  to  know,  of  what  Sort  of  Perfons 
we  are,  fo  we  mould  learn  to  judge  of  our* 
felves  by  our  common  Talk,  as  well  as  oaf 
Actions.  For  as  the  Fruit  dedaretb,  if  the 
Tree  have  been  drejjed,  fo  is  the  Utterance  of  a 
Conception  in  the  Heart  of  Man  -f*.  If  then 
the  Conceptions  which  we  utter,  the  Sort  of 
Language,  into  which  we  naturally  run,  be, 
though  not  profane  or  immoral,  yet  frothy 
and  vain  and  trifling ;  or,  though  of  a  graver 
Kind,  favour  of  the  Interefts  of  this  World 
only  :  let  us  take  Notice,  that  fuch  as  are  thd 
Subjects  that  we  dwell  on,  fuch  in  all  Likeli* 
hood  are  We.  For  in  Cafes  of  much  lefs  Mo- 
ment, we  are  fufficiently  apt  to  fpeak  of 
Things,  about  which  we  are  felicitous  :  and 
is  it  not  a  very  unpromifing  Sign  then,  if  we 
feldom  or  never  fpeak  any  Thing,  which 
proves  our  Solicitude  for  Religion  and  Morals  ? 
Poffibly  indeed  the  Prevalence  of  bad  Cuftoni 
in  that  Refpect,  or  Fear  to  be  thought  guilty 
of  Affectation,  may  reftrain  us  from  expreffing 
our  Sentiments,  when  we  could  wim  to  do  it. 
And,  in  the  Cafe  of  others,  we  mould  be  as 
ready  to  allow  this  Excufe,  as  there  is  any 
Colour  of  Reafon.  But  in  our  own,  we  mould 
examine  ftrictly,  what  the  real  Truth  is  :  and 
amend  our  Manner  of  converfing,  for  a  Me- 
morial to  amend  likewife,  if  there  be  Need, 
our  inward  Difpcritions. 

•  Matth.  xii.  34,  •:  -.  f  Ecclas  xxvil  6. 
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By  fpeaking  ferioufly  on  proper  Occafioiis", 
we  (hall  bind  ourfelves  to  aft  fo  :  elfe  the  In- 
confiftence  will  fhame  us.     And  befides,  as- 
we  are  ftrangely  apt  to  grow  languid  and  fiat 
in  our  good  Inclinations,  it  is  of  vaft  Impor- 
tance,  that  we  fhould  ftir    up   each  other  : 
which  a  Word  in  Seafon,  or  a  mere  Hint; 
will  often    do  furprilingly.      Iron  foarpenetb 
Iron,  faith  the  wife  King :  fo  a  Man  Jharpen- 
eth  the  Countenance  of  his  Friend* ;    whets 
him  up  to  attempt  Improvements,  and  execute 
right  Purpofes.     In  whatever  we  fet  to  learn, 
Partnermip,  joint  Advice,  mutual  Incitement, 
Imitation,  Emulation  if  there  be  Room  for  it, 
have  unfpeakable  Force.     Now  we   are  moft 
of  us,  God  knows,  but  Learners  in  Piety,  and 
perpetually  in  Danger  of  going  back.     There- 
fore the  Scripture  directs   us   to  con/ider  one 
•another  to  provoke  to  Love  and  good  Works,  to 
'exhort   one   another,   as    powerful    Means  of 
holding  Jajl  our  faith  and  Integrity  without 
wavering  ~j~.     So  that  we  have  not  only  Rca- 
ibn.,  but  Command  for  the  Practice  :  which 
will  be  further  lifeful,  by  giving  us  Caution 
and  Skill,  as  well  as  Courage  and  Spirit.     The 
Snares  of  wicked  Perfons  are  many  and  artful  : 
but  the  Counfel  of  worthy  and    experienced 
Friends   may  guard  us  even  againfl  the  moft 
dangerous  of  them.     The  Temptations  of  the 
wicked  one  furround  us  continually:  but  Com- 
munication with  thofe,  who  are  not  ignorant 
of  his  Devices  J,  may  effectually  prevent   his 

•  Frov.  xxvii.  17.      f  Hcb.  x.^3- 24,  25.      JsCor.  ii.ii. 
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getting  Advantage  of  us.  Even  general  Dif- 
courfe  with  fuch,  though  we  do  not  open  our- 
ieives  to  them  by  particular  Confidences,  may 
be  extremely  beneficial  to  us :  and  efpecial 
Truft  repofed  in  them,  6n  extraordinary  Oc- 
caiions,  with  proportionable  Circumfpeclion, 
may  be  yet  more  effentially  ferviceable. 

But  even  where  we  can  receive  little  In- 
ftrudlion,  we  may  enjoy  however  great  Satif- 
fadtion,  from  Intimacy  of  Acquaintance  with 
Them  <wbo  have  obtained  the  like  precious  Faith 
•with  ourfehes  * ;  who  think  and  aft  and  hope 
and  expedt  as  We  do  :  from  uniting  in  Friend- 
iliip  with  thofe  now,  whom  God,  we  trufr, 
will  unite  with  us  in  heavenly  Blifs  to  all 
Eternity.  We  (hall  be  far  furer  of  finding 
thefe,  upright,  unenvious,  confederate,  bene^ 
volent,  compaffionate,  than  others,  who  have 
not  equal  Inducements :  we  {hall  be  able  to 
converie  with  them  more  frankly  and  open- 
heartedly,  as  agreeing  in  our  Sentiments  of 
the  principal  Points,  and  depending  on  their 
Candour  where  we  differ:  we  {hall  have  the 
Pleafure  of  efteeming  each  others  Characters  ; 
and  rejoice  in  the  Conjideration,  that  we  place 
our  chief  Regard  on  thofe,  whom  our  Maker 
honours  with  His.  What  if  they  have  fome 
Faults  or  Indifcretions  ?  Who  elfe  have  fo 
few,  or  fo  fmall  ?  What  if  perhaps  they  are 
ibmeof  them  not  in  all  Refpeds  the  motlen- 
isrtaining?  The  Worthiness  of  their  Hearts 

*  ?Pct.  i.  i. 
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will  or  ought  to  give  us  a  higher  Pleafilre, 
than  the  brighteft  of  other  Accomplishments 
without  it.     What  if  they  have  not,  all  of 
them,    the  greater!:  Compafs  of  Science,    or 
Strength  of  Parts,  or  Knowledge  of  the  World  ? 
They  are  infinitely  wifer  in  the  neceflary  Points, 
than  Multitudes  who  have.     What  if  they 
cannot  promote  our  temporal  Views  ?  They 
will  never  betray  us,  they  will  never  injure 
us ;  they  will  always  forward  us  in  the  Way 
to  eternal  Happinefs.     Keeping  at  a  Diftance 
from  fuch  as  thefe,  who,  we  muft  be  fenfible* 
merit  other  Treatment  5  and  paying  Court  to 
Perfons  of  bad  or  no  Principles,  and  blameable 
Lives,  for  the  fuperficial  Agreeablenefs  or  mif- 
ufed  Abilities  that  they  have,  for  the  gay  Ap- 
pearance they  make,  or  the  little  prefent  Ser- 
vices, which  they  can  do  us  j  is  fo  unequitable 
in  itfelf,  and  fo  grievoufly  and  evidently  pre- 
judicial to  the  Caufe  of  Religion  and  Probity 
and  common  Good ;  that  they,  who  indulge 
themfelves  in  it,  have  great  Need   to  fufpecT: 
the  Rightnefs  of  their  own  Minds,  and  to  ap- 
prehend imminent  Danger  of  their  being  fur- 
ther depraved.     There  is  indeed  a  Variety  of 
Connexions  in  human  Affairs,  that  may  often 
prevent  us  from  taking  the  different  Notices 
of  different  Characters,  which  are  their  Due  t 
but  unlefs  we  honeftly  endeavour  it,  and  con- 
trive  for  it,  as  far  as  we  can ;  and  lament, 
not  in  Words  of  Form  and  Excufe  now  and 
then,    but  from  the   Bottom  of  our  Hearts 
conftantly,  that  we  cannot  do  it  more ;  we 

arc 
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ttfc  either  bad  Perfons  within,  or  very  imper- 
fectly good.  With  whom  then,  let  us  afk 
oitrfelves,  do  we  love  to  aifociate,  and  what 
Familiarities  do  We  chufe  ?  Can  we  fay  ;  if 
not,  will  we  qualify  oiirfelves  for  faying,  with 
the  Pfalmift :  /  am  a  Companion  of  all  them 
that  fear  tbee,  and  keep  thy  Commandments  *. 
My  Delight  is  upon  the  Saints,  that  are  in  tbe 
"Earth,  and  upon  fuch  as  excel  in  Virtut  -J-* 

But  converting  with  religious  People  is  pe1-* 
culiarly  requilite  in  irreligious  Times ;  when 
the  godly  Man  ceafetb,  when  the  Faithful  fait 
from  among  the  Children  of  Men  J.  In  Pro- 
portion as  the  Number  becomes  fmaller,  it 
naturally  invites  to  make  the  Union  ftridter* 
on  various  Accounts.  Prevailing  Neglect  of 
God  and  his  Commands  can  hardly  fail  to  ex- 
cite Anger  in  pious  Breads  :  but  Grief  it  muft 
caufe.  Rivers  of  Water  run  down  mine  Eyes, 
becaufe  Men  keep  not  thy  Law  ||.  Now  both 
Indignation  and  Sorrow  require  Vent,  Do 
xve  then  feel  neither  on  this  Occafion  ?  Or  if 
we  do,  to  whom  (hall  we  give  them  Vent, 
but  to  fuch  as  will  cordially  fympathize  with 
us  ?  Or  if  we  want  not  their  Acquaintance  for 
any  fuch  Reafon,  we  may  for  another,  that  is 
more  important.  Our  Saviour  hath  fore* 
warned  us,  that  becaufe  Iniquity  Jhall  abound, 
the  Love  of  many  flail  wax  cold  § .  Were  only 
thofe  around  us  in  this  Danger,  we  mould  la* 

*  PC  cxix.  63.  f  Pf.  xvi.  3.  J  Pf   xii.  1. 
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hour  to  prevent  it :  but  we  ouifelves  run,  it 
may  be,  an   equal  Rifque  of  declining,  fir  ft 
into  Lukewarmnefs,  then  into   Doubt,  then 
into  Apoftafy.     Therefore  St.  Paul  dire&s  to 
the  fame  Remedy  with  that  in  the  Text,  a's  a 
fovereign  and  fpecifick  Antidote.     Take  Heed y 
Brethren,  left  there  be  in  any  of  you  an  evil 
Heart  of  Unbelief,  In  departing  Jrom  the  living 
God :  'but  exhort  'one  another  daily,  left  any  of 
you  be  hardened  through  the  Dcceiifulnefs   of 
Sin  *.     Some  Society  we  muft  have.    By  leek- 
ing  that  of  good  Perfons,  we  (hall  have  lefs 
Need  to  fpend  much  of  our  Time  with   the 
Bad-;  and  be  lefs  hurt  by  that  Portion,  which 
we  are  obliged   to  give   up  to  them.     They 
will  not  fo   readily  dare   to   ternpt   us,  mere 
good  Breeding  will  be  one  Check  upon  them, 
when  they  perceive,  by  the  Company  we  keep, 
and  the  Tenour  of  our  common  Speech  agree- 
ing with  it,  that  we  have   made   a   Chriftian 
Life  our  deliberate  Choice.     And  this  will  be 
a  vaft  Security  and  Eafe  to  us.     It  is  in  Effect 
faying,  though  meekly  and  modeftly,  yet  fo  as 
will,  awe  the  Generality  of  the  World,   Away 
from  me,  yf  Wicked;  I-will  keep  the  Command- 
tnents  of  uy  God  -f-. 

Indeed  fuch  Declarations,  what  Side  we  are 
of,  by  proper  Expreilions  prudently  introdu- 
ced, and  Acquaintances  difcreetly  made,  will 
not  only  reftrain  Sinners,  from  wounding  our 
Ears  with  profane  or  licentious  Talk,  which  will 

*  Heb.  iii.  12,  13.  f  Pf.  cxix.  115. 
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at  the  fame  Time  be  fome  Diminution  of  their 
Guilt,  butmuft,  if  they  have  any  Reflexion 
and  Diffidence,  excite  in  them  ftrong  Sufpi- 
cions,  which  through  God's  BlerTmg,  may- 
improve  into  full  Perfuafion,  that  the'  Doc- 
trines and  the  Precepts,  which  They  have 
flighted,  and  We  reverence,  are  awful  Reali- 
ties. At  leaft  it  will  greatly  comfort  all,  who 
are  engaged  in  the  fame  Caufe  with  us  -y  con- 
tribute much  to  preferve  the  Wavering,  and 
{angularly  animate  the  Well-difpoied,  but  ti- 
morous and  diftruftful  of  their,  own  Judg- 
ments ;  to  find,  from  the  open  and  joint  Pro- 
feffions  of  good  Perfons,  that  more  iuch  are 
left,  than  they  imagined.  The  Wretches, 
who  go  about  jeeklng.whom  they  may  devour  *, 
endeavour  to  perfuade  them,  that  there  are 
few  or  none.  Let  us  mew  them  the  contrary ; 
and  where  they  are  to  be  met  with ;  and  that 
they  are  fufficiently  united,  as  well  as  nume- 
rous, to.  be  a  Shelter  and  a  Refuge :  convince 
them,  that  if,  by  adhering  to  their  Duty  they 
lofe  the  good  Opinion,  fuch  as  it  is,  of  fome, 
they  mall  gain  the  much  more  valuable  Efteem 
of  others :  offer  them  our  Support  and  Friend- 
fhip,  our  Advice  and  Affiftance.  We  are  apt 
to  be  extremely  zealous  in  patronizing  the  fe- 
veral  Parties,  that  we  form  about  other  Affairs, 
often  exceffively  trifling  ones:  in  fecuring 
Perfons  to  our  Side,  in  guarding  them  againft 
contrary  Impreffions.  And  can  it  be  right, 
can  it  poffibly  coniifi  with  true  Piety,  that 

*  i  Pet.  v.  8. 
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we  mould  have  no  Zeal,  or  next  to  none,  for 
the  greateft  of  all  Concerns ;  for  the  Honour 
of  our  heavenly  Father,  our  blefled  Redeemer, 
our  gracious  Sanctifier,  for  the  prefent  and  fu- 
ture Felicity  of  Mankind  ? 

But  further  :  even  to  the  moft  zealous,  free 
and  friendly  Difcourfe  with  their  Well-wimers 
and  Fellow-labourers  may  be  of  iingular  Be- 
nefit, by  procuring  them  Advice,  how  to  con- 
duct and  moderate  their  Zeal :  which  elfe  may 
prompt  them,  and  young  Minds  efpecially,  to 
overleap  the  Bounds  of  Difcretion  -,  to  make 
Attempts  without  Likelihood  of  Succefs,  give 
Advantages  to  Adverfaries,  and  bring  Shame  on 
their  own  Heads  :  the  Confcioufnefs  of  which 
perhaps  may  drive  them,  from  their  firft  Ex- 
treme, to  the  oppofite  and  much  worfe.  Here 
then  particularly,  but  in  many  other  Cafes  too, 
they  who  fear  the  Lord  may,  by  mutual  Com- 
munication, help  each  other  to  preferve  at 
once  the  Harmleffnefs  of  the  Dove,  and  the 
Wifdom  of  the  Serpent  *. 

It  is  not  by  any  Means  neceflary  to  thefe 
valuable  Ends,  that  the  whole  Converfation 
of  religious  Perfons,  when  they  are  together, 
be  on  the  Subject  of  Religion.  The  bare 
Choice  of  fuch  Company  and  Acquaintance  is, 
ot  itielf,  a  mutual  Incitement  to  perfevere  and 
be  active.  Their  Difcourfe  on  every  Subject 
will  be  regulated  by  the  Laws  of  Religion : 

•  Mauh.  x.  1 6. 

the 


Meeting  of  the  Religious  Societies.      293 

the  Truth  and  Importance  of  it  will  be  fup- 
pofcd  in  all  th«y  fay  -,  and  on  Occaiion  will  be 
afTerted,  and  {hewn  more  directly.  When  it 
is  proper,  they  will  congratulate  one  another 
on  the  happy  State,  to  which  they  have  attain- 
ed through  Him,  who  gave  himfclf  for  our 
Sins,  that  he  might  deliver  us  from  this  prefent 
evil  World* :  they  will  animate  one  another 
to  go  on  their  Way  rejoicing  ~f- :  they  will  com- 
fort one  another  J,  with  Chriftian  Confidera- 
tions,  under  Difficulties  and  Afflictions.  The 
Introduction  indeed  of  pious  Phrafes,  or  even 
Sentiments,  out  of  Time  and  Place,  will  be 
avoided,  as  improper  and  difgufting,  inftead 
of  ferviceable.  But  ftill,  while  we  converfe 
together  fb  freely  on  every  Thing  beiides,  wr 
need  not  furely  be  fo  extremely  my,  as  we 
commonly  are,  on  the  Head  of  Religion.  It 
is  true,  the  Name  of  it  mould  not  be  profaned, 
any  more  than  that  of  its  Author,  by  irreve- 
rent vulgar  Ufe  :  but  to  exclude  and  banifh  it 
under  Colour  of  Refpect,  can  never  be  fitting. 
It  is  a  fadly  falfe  Delicacy,  if  we  behave  thus 
from  Reverence  to  it :  and  a  lamentable  Mean- 
fpiritednefs,  if  we  forbear  to  mention  it  from 
Fear  or  Shame.  One  would  not  be  unleafon- 
able  or  fuperfluous  in  ProfeiTions  of  Loyalty, 
of  Friendmip,  of  any  Thing  :  but  one  would 
not  be  defective  neither,  and  bring  one's  felf 
into  Sufpicion,  and  one's  Friends  under  Dif- 
couragements.  The  fame  then  is  the  Rule 
concerning  Piety :  and  exprefling  ourfelves 
•  Gal.  1.4.  t  AAs  viii.  39.  \  i  Theff.  iv.  18. 
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openly  in  its  Favour,  whenever  Opportunity, 
requires  or  invites,  is  no  more  than  acting  in 
Character.  Vicious  and  impious  Creatures 
boldly  fhew  themfelves  in  Their  Characters. 
They  corrupt  others,  as  the  Pfalmift  ohferves, 
(indeed  who  can  help  obferving  it  ?)  andfycak 
cf  wicked  Blafphemy :  their  Talking  is  againjt 
the  Mcjl  High.  They  Jlretch  forth  their  Mouth 
unto  Heaven,  and  their  Tongue  goeth  through 
the  World.  Therefore  fall  the  People  unto, 
them,  taking  their  confident  AfTertions  for 
Marks  of  fuperior  Knowledge ;  and  thereout 
fuck  they  no  J mall  Advantage  *  :  Advantage  to 
their  Caufe  at  leaft,  but  often  to  their  perfonal 
Interefts  alfo  ;  which  no  Men  are  more  given 
to  purfue,  by  all  Methods,  direct  or  indirect.. 
And  what  ihould  keep  Us,  who  have  an  in- 
finitely better  Caufe,  and  that  fupported  too 
by  publick  Authority,  from  avowing  it  in  Op- 
pofition  to  them,  efpecially  along  with  thofe, 
who  will  join  us  in  f  upporting  it  ?  J3ad  People 
cannot  have  one  Motive  for  their  Zeal,  which 
we  have  for  ours,  and  it  is  the  ftrongeft  poffi- 
ble :  that  I  mean,  which  the  Text  men- 
tions 

II.  That  God  obferves,  and  will  reward  it. 
The  Lord  hearkened  and  heard,  and  a  Book  of 
"Remembrance  was  written  before  him. 

He  hears  indeed  every  Thing,  and  can  for- 
get nothing.  But  the  Prophet  means,  that  he 

•  Pf.  Ixxiii.  8,  9,  |o, 
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takes  a-  gracious  Notice,  of  this  particularly, 
amongft  other  good  Actions  of  his  Servants : 
and  \\  ill  as  certainly  recompenfe,  in  the  pre- 
fect Life,  if  it  fuit  the  other  Purpofes  of  in- 
finite Wifdom,  but  however  in  the  next,  their 
Confultations  and  Declarations  for  the  Promo- 
tion of  his  Honour,  as  if  they  were  all  regif- 
tred  in  a  Bock,  that  lay  continually  open  be- 
fore him  *.  The  World  is  apt  to  pay  no  At- 
tention, or  a  very  fhort-lived  one,  to  the  ufe- 
fulleft  Labours  of  the  beft  Chriftians.  Many 
are  condemned  by  their  Example,  and  occa- 
fionally  too  thwarted  by  their  Behaviour :  nay, 
fome  perhaps  envy  their  prefent  Comfort  of 
Mind,  and  Proipecl  of  future  Happinefs. 
Therefore  they  fpeak  of  them  with  Severity 
or  Scorn,  bear  hard  upon  them,  try  to  fet 
others  againft  them:  while,  towards  People 
of  known  bad  Principles  and  Morals,  they  are 
all  Indulgence  and  Chanty.  Mutual  Confe- 
rence and  Counfel  amongft  ferious  Perfons  will 
conliderably  help  them  to  fupport  fuch  Treat- 
ment. Yet  ftill  their  Situation  would  often 
be  a  difconfolate  and  melancholy  one,  were 
their  only  Refource  in  themfelves  and  this 
Life.  But  the  Reflexion,  that  they  acl  under 
the  Eye  of  God,  mail  be  directed  and  owned 
by  Him;  the  Right,  which  they  have,  of 
faying  to  their  own  Hearts,  and  to  each  other, 
what  our  Saviour  faid  to  his  Difciples,  whom 
be  fent  forth  as  Sheep  among Jl  Wolves  -j-,"  Fear 
nott  little  Flock  -,  for  it  is  your  Father's  good 
»  Pf.  Ivi.  S.  t  Mattb.  x.  16.  Luke  x.  3. 
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Pleafure  to  give  you  the  Kingdom  *  ;  this  alters 
the  View  of  Things  totally.  Unpromifing  as 
prefent  Appearances  are,  the  Kingdoms  of  this 
World  jl:all  be  the  Kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of 
bis  Cbrift-\,  both  in  Profemon  and  Practice, 
far  more  fully  than  any  one  of  them  hath  been 
yet :  and  how  great  muft  be  the  Honour  and 
the  Joy  of  having  contributed  to  this  bleffed 
Change  !  We  indeed  mall  probably  never  fee 
jt  here  :  but  we  fhall  look  down  upon  it  with 
Rapture  from  above.  And  while  we  remain 
below,  how  reviving  is  the  AfTurance,  Seek  ye 
firjl  the  Kingdom  of  God  and  his  Right  eoufnefst 
cultivate  faithful  Obedience  to  him,  in  your 
own  Breads,  in  as  many  more  as  you  can  ; 
and  all  other  Things  Jhall  be  added  unto  you  J  »• 
fuch  Proportions  of  every  worldly  Advantage, 
as  will  prove  really  beneficial.  And  be  they 
more  or  lefs,  they  will  be  enjoyed  with  iingu- 
Jar  Satisfaction,  as  Gifts  of  his  Love.  But 
more  efpecially  fuch  may  hope  to  efcape  better 
than  others  in  Times  of  general  Vifuation  and 
Punishment  •>  as  himfelf  intimates  in  the  Verfe 
after  the  Text,  They  flail  be  mine,  faith  tht 
Lord  of  Hofts,  in  the  Day^  when  I  make  up  my 
jewels ;  or,  as  it  rather  fliould  be  tranflated 
they  faall  be  'Jewels,  or,  a  peculiar  <Treafure,  to 
me,  preferveB  with  uncommon  Care,  in  the 
J3ay  that  /  makey  or?  appoint:  and  I  wit  I 
fpare  them,  as  a  Man  Jparetb  his  Qwn  Son, 
tbatfervetb  him. 

*  Luke  *ii.  32.  f  R«^-  xi.    15.  \  Matth.  yi. 
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Perfons  may  indeed,  by  concealing  to  which 
Side  they  belong,  efcape  fome  little  Perfecu- 
tions,  and  fecure  fome  little  Interefts  ;  and  in- 
tide  themfelves  to  fome  favourable  Diflinc- 
tions  from  the  Wcrthlefs,  of  which  laft  many 
feem  extremely  ambitious.  But  while  the 
Difpofer  of  all  Things  gives  them  their  Dejire 
in  thefe  Refpecls,  be  fends  Leannefs  withal 
Into  their  Souls  *.  Either  they  pine  away  with 
fecret  Confcioufnefs,  that  they  act  a  mean 
Part  -,  and  feel  their  Senfe  of  Duty  grow  lan- 
guid for  want  of  exerting  it  :  or  if  they  de- 
cline without  perceiving  the  Decay,  their 
State  is  the  more  dangerous  and  hopelefs. 
Acknowledgment  of  God  is  as  neceflary  to 
our  Acceptance,  as  Faith  in  him.  For  St. 
Paul  hath  told  us,  that  as  with  the  Heart 
Man  believeth  unto  Right  eoufnefs,  fo  with  the 
Mouth  Confeffion  is  made  unto  Salvation^-. 
And  St.  John  hath  ranked  together  in  future 
Puniihment,  the  Fearful  with  the  Unbeliev- 
ing J.  Nay,  our  Saviour's  own  Declaration, 
which  cannot  be  too  often  brought  to  mind, 
is  :  Whoever  Jhall  be  ajhamed  of  me,  and  of  my 
Words,  in  this  adulterous  andjinful  Generation, 
of  him  alfo  Jhall  the  Son  of  Man  be  ajhamed, 
iv  hen  be  comet  b  in  the  Glory  of  his  Father,  with 
the  holy  Angels  ||, 

Our  Religion  then  is  not  to  be  dnTembled, 
but  avowed.     He,   that  is   not  openly  with 


•  Pf.  evi.  i  j.  f  &OJD.  x.  io.  J  Rer.  xxL  «. 

|  Mark  viii.  38. 
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Cbrijl,  is  againft  him  * ;  difobeys  hisDiredh'pns, 
arid  fruftrates,  as  far  as  he  can,  a  valuable  Part 
of  his  Defign.  But  they,  who  affift  his  Fol- 
lowers to  fupport  his  Caufe,  though  wicked 
or  thoughtlefs  Men  revile  them  for  it,  are  ex- 
prefsly  affured,  that  gmtf  is  their  Reward  in 
Heaven^:  always  provided,  that  the  reft  of 
their  Character  and  Conduct  be  fuitabie  to  this 
Part.  For  Scripture  Promifes,  made  to  one 
Duty,  muft  ever  be  underftood  on  Suppofition 
of  its  being  performed  from  fuch  Principles, 
as  will  effectually  influence  us  to  obferve  every 
Duty.  And  then,  the  more  we  abound  in 
this  particularly,  the  ampler  will  be  our  Re- 
compence. 

Now  therefore  I  proceed, 

III.  To  apply  what  hath  been  faid,  to  the 
prefent  Occaiion. 

Beneficial  as  pious  Difcourfe  and  Confulta- 
tion  is  in  general,  the  Benefit  may  both  be  in- 
creafed  to  ourfelves  and  other  ferious  Believers, 
and  extended  further  amongft  the  Vicious  and 
Inconfidcrate,  by  our  uniting  into  regular  So- 
cieties for  the  more  conftant  Intercourfe  of 
mutual  Edification,  and  Support  of  religious 
Behaviour.  In  thefe,  the  Knot  of  virtuous 
Friendfhip  is  drawn  clofer ;  each  Member  of 
them  is  by  the  reft  warmed  into  greater  Ear- 
neftnefs,  furnifhed  with  fuller  Advice,  bound 

*  Matth.  xii.  30.     Luke  xi.  23.,  f  Matth.   v.  'n, 

12.     Luke  vi.  22,  ?3- 

to 
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to  flridcer  Circumfpection.  They  are  Shel- 
ters and  Protections,  to  which  the  Weak  may 
fly  :  they  are  Cities,  though  fmall,  Jet  on  a 
HiIIt  to  attract  the  Obfervation  and  diredt  the 
Steps  of  Travellers:  they  are  Lights  fhining 
in  the  World,  to  fhew  Men  the  Path  of  Life*. 
Such  indeed  principally  are  the  more  publick 
Affembliesvt  Chriftians  :  which  true  Chriftians 
will  on  no  Account  everforfabe ;  though  it  be 
the  Manner  of  fome  -f-,  indeed  of  many  in  our 
Days,  who  yet  retain  the  Name,  to  flight 
them,  in  direct  Oppofition  both  to  Scripture 
and  Reafon.  But  going  to  Church  at  the  ap- 
pointed Times  hath  been  reprefented  as ,  a 
thing,  which  People  do  thoughtlefsly  and  of 
courfe,  or  to  avoid  Cenfure  :  whereas  volun- 
tary Societies,  like  yours,  cannot  be  under  that 
Imputation.  Joining  in  Them  proceeds  plain- 
ly from  deliberate  Choice  ;  and  proclaims  very 
(eafonably  in  a  degenerate  Age,  a  Senfe  of 
Duty,  which  may  through  God's  Bleffing  have 
excellent  Effeds.  Indeed,  were  this  Method 
recommended  no  other  Way,  the  Practice  of 
our  Adverfaries  might  teach  it  us.  Unbelievers 
have  their  infidel  Clubs :  nay,  turn  into  fuch, 
as  far  as  they  can,  every  Sort  of  Meeting  for 
every  other  Purpofe,  Thus  they  ftrengthen 
each  others  Hands  in  Impiety  :  and  fureiy  then 
we  mould  aflbciate  to  build  up  each  other  in 
our  holy  Faith  J.  Not  that  you  are  to  con- 
demn thofe,  who  do  not  in  Form  become 
Members  of  your  Societies.  They  may  have 

*  Matth.v.  14.  t  Heb.  x.  25.        +  Jade  Ver.  20. 

3d  I  Reafons, 
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Reafons,  with  which  you  are  unacquainted  : 
they  may  do  what  is  equivalent  in  fome  other 
Way  -,  they  may  judge  ill  in  this  Particular, 
and  yet  mean  and  act  well  in  the  main.  But 
ftill  joining  more  vifibly  and  profefTedly  in  the 
Work  of  the  Lord,  as  you  do,  may  be  of  fin- 
gular  Service  to  yourfelves  and  others. 

Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but  thefe  Societies, 
in  the  many  Years  which  they  have  fubfifted, 
have  preferved  and  reclaimed  from  Sin,  im- 
proved and  ripened  in  Goodnefs,  great  Mul- 
titudes of  Souls  :  a  Praife  infinitely  fuperior 
to  all  that  any  other  Combinations  can  claim, 
which  are  inftituted  for  worldly  Pleafure  or 
Profit  ;  and,  without  much  Caution,  may  di- 
vert the  Attention  to  wrong  Matters,  or  fix  it 
on  fuch  as  are  comparatively  Trifles  ;  where- 
as yours  points  it  directly  to  the  one  Thing 
needful  *.  Long  Practice  and  Trial  hath 
taught  you,  what  Regulations  are  mofl  proper 
to  avoid  Inconveniences  -,  and  attain  the  excel- 
lent Ends,  which  you  propofe.  Indeed  the 
printed  Orders  of  one  of  your  AfTemblies, 
which  I  take  it  for  granted  the  reft  have  in 
Subftance,  are  fo  perfectly  right  and  wife, 
that  you  need  but  little  more  Direction,  than 
often  to  read  them  carefully  over,  and  keep 
up  to  the  Spirit  of  them. 

• 

Merely  paying  a  perfonal  Attendance  at 
your  Societies,  and  joining  with  it  a  decent 
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Deportment  in  common  Life,  though.it  may 
be  an  Example  of  fome  fpiritual  Ufe  to  others, 
will  be  of  little  more  than  worldly  Benefit  to 
yourfelves :  indeed  will  deceive  you  fatally,  if 
you  reft  in  it.  For  a  bare  outfide  Profeffion 
is  nothing,  is  Hypocrify.  Nay,  though  you 
pra&ife  from  an  inward  Principle  of  Con- 
fcience  ever  fo  many  human  Virtues,  but 
without  Regard  to  God,  you  are  only  moral, 
not  pious  Men.  Nay  further,  if  you  alfo  wor- 
ihip  and  honour  Him,  and  think  that  by  this 
you  merit  Favour  and  Reward  from  him,  you 
are  miferably  ignorant  of  his  Holinefs,  and 
your  own  finful  Imperfections.  Or  even  mould 
you  go  yet  another  Step,  and  truft,  not  in 
your  good  Works,  but  in  his  Mercy,  as  dif- 
coverable  by  the  Light  of  Reafon  only  :  that 
can  never  mew  you  certainly,  whether,  and  in 
what  Degree,  his  Mercy  will  extend  to  you  ; 
and  though  not  far  from  the  Kingdom  of  God* 9 
you  ftill  want  one  Thing  before  you  can  en- 
ter into  it,  Faith  in  this  Mercy,  as  purchafed 
by  the  Blood,  and  offered  by  the  Gofpel,  of 
Jefus  Chrift.  Numbers,  alas,  in  our  Days 
have  wholly,  or  in  part,  flighted  and  caft  off 
his  Gofpel.  But  inftead  of  following  Them, 
remember  the  Saying  of  St.  Peter,  when  many 
of  bis  Difciples  went  back,  and  walked  no  more 
with  him.  Then  faid  Jffut  unto  the  Twehe, 
will  ye  alfo  go  away  ?  Then  Simon  Peter  an- 
fwered  him  -y  Lord,  to  whom  flail  we  go  ?  Thou 
the  Words  of  eternal  Life  -f~.  If  you  once 

•  Mark  xii.  34.  f  Joho  vi.  66,  67,  68. 

leave 


„  « 
302          A  Sermon  preached  at  the 

leave  the  revealed  Will  of  God  -,  what  you  arc 
to  do,  will  often  be  Matter  of  Doubt:  but 
how  you  (hall  be  able  to  do  it,  and  what  you 
are  to  .hope  or  to  fear,  after  doing  fo  little 
rightly,  and  fo  much  amifs,  will  be  always 
uncertain.  And  in  thefe  Circumftances, 
worldly  Intereft,  or  Senfuality,  or  Vanity  will 
loon  tempt  you,  as  too  frequent  Experience 
hath  proved,  nrft  to  live  wickedly,  then  to 
difbelteve  a  future  Recompence.  Therefore 
if  you  love  your  Souls,  if  indeed  you  would 
preferve  any  Senfe  of  Religion  at  all,  ftand  fail 
in  the  Faith, of  your  bkrtbd  Redeemer.  Very 
poffibly  you  may  hear  not  only  Jefls  thrown 
.upon  it,  which  deferve  nothing  more  than 
-Contempt  and  Abhorrence,  but  feeming  or 
real  Difficulties  raifed  in  Relation  to  it,  and 
Uirewd  Objections  urged  againft  fuck  a  Doc- 
trine, or  fuch  a  Text,  or  fuch  a  Fact.  Qua- 
lify yourfelves  to  anAver  them,  if  you  can:  for 
Anfwers  to  them  all  there  are.  But  if  you 
cannot ;  rely  fecurely,  as  you  well  may,  on  the 
accumulated  Evidence  of  innumerable  Mira- 
cles performed  and  Prophecies  fulfilled,  the 
Sublimity  and  Purity  of  the  Doctrine,,  the  in- 
comparable Excellence  of  the  Characler  of 
Chrift,  the  difmterefted  Sufferings  of  his  firft 
Followers,  the  glorious  Prevalence  of  his  Gof- 
pel  againft  all  Oppon,tion,  the  divine  Efficacy 
.  of  it  on  the  Hearts  of  Men.  Thefe  are  gene- 
ral, obvious,  irrefragable -Proofs  of  the  whole 
of  Chriftianity  at  once  :  fuffictent  to  outweigh 
.  ten  thoufand  Exceptions  to  particular  Parts. 
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Being  convinced  then,  that  you  ought  to 
receive  the  Gofpel  of  Ciirift,  receive  it  in  Sim- 
plicity, as  the  'fruth  is  in  Jefus  *.  Believe  in 
him,  as  Gad  manifeft  in  the  Flejh^,  believe 
in  the  Atonement  of  bis  Death,  -the  Neceffity 
of  the  Grace  of  his:  Spirit,  the  Efficacy  of  his 
Inftitutions  :  and  that  with  foch  a  Faith,  as 
will. equally  prompt,  you  to  pray  for  Pardon 
and.  Help,  and  to  c leanfe  yourjelves,  by  Means 
of  die  Ainflance  granted  you,  from  all  Filthi- 
nefs  of  t-heFlefo  and  Spirit)  p  erf  effing  Holinefs 
in  the  Fear  of  God  J.  ,  U07  ffno1  :  j| 

From  this  Faith  will  arife  comfort-able  Hope, 
which  drffers  only  in  Degree  from  joyful  Af- 
furanc'e,  of  being  in  a  State  of  Acceptance  and 
Salvation,  But  the  Scripture  hath  n^t  taught 
us,  nor  is  it  fafc,  to' judge  cf  ourfpiritual  Con- 
dition by  any  fuch  delightful  Feeling,"'  inftan- 
taneoufly  imprefled  upon  Us  :  for  the  prefump- 
tuous  Sinner  may  work  himfelf  into  the  Ima- 
gination of  it,  and  the  modeft.  and  humble 
Saint  experience  it  much  icfs  Wrongly.  But 
the  K.ule  is,  to  ^c-^.'ourfelves,  as  Veil  as 
others,  By  .cur  Fruits  |[.  Ir  our  Faith  ^ork  by 
Love  §,  Love  of  God,  Love  of  cur  Neigh- 
bour, Love  of  Goodnefs  and  of  Heaven,  all  is 
well.  In  thefe  therefore  exercife  yourfelve? 
to  make  your  Calling  and  Lie fl ion  Jure,  and 
your  Societies  refpedlable  :  for  if  ye  'do  thefe 
? kings  >  yejhall  never  fall  **. 

*  Epb.  iv.  21.  f   i  Tim.  iii.  16.  %  z  Cor.  vii.  i. 

I  M#tth.  vii.  i6,&c.  J  Gal.  r.  6.  **  z  Pet.  i.  10. 
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Each  of  you  then  be  careful  feparately  to* 
adorn  the  "Doftrine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all 
Things  *.  Abjlain,  not  only  from  all  Evil, 
but  all  Appearance  of  Evil  *f-,  left  the  Name  of 
God  be  blafphemed  through  you  among  the  Gen- 
tiles J.  Be  not  conformed  to  this  World  ||  in 
any  Thing  finful,  enfnaring,  fufpicious  -,  for 
fuch  many  of  the  Cufloms  of  this  World  are. 
Avoid  unbecoming  Levities  in  Difcourfe ;  In- 
dulgence to  the  full,  or  Delicacy,  in  Meats 
and  Drinks ;  vain  Shew  and  Expence  in  Ap- 
parel, Amufements  of  bad  Report  or  bad  Ex- 
ample :  form  your  Families,  as  well  as  your- 
felves,  to  feek  and  fet  their  Affections,  not  on 
Things  on  the  Earth,  but  Things  above,  'where 
Chrift  fittetb  on  the  right  Hand  of  God  §. 
Yet  at  the  fame  Time  recommend  your  Seri- 
oufnefs  by  as  eafy  and  cheerful  a  Deportment 
as  you  can ;  be  gentle  **,  be  courteous  -f  -j-,  ex- 
cufe  yourfelves  with  Civility  from  what  you 
cannot  approve  j  cenfure  no  Liberties,  that  are 
innocent;  and  with  Moderation  join  grace- 
fully, if  poflible,  in  all  harmlefs  Things,  to 
which  Propriety  invites  you.  In  your  Deal- 
ings and  Buunefs,  be  juft,  fmcere,  equitable, 
compaflionate :  for  it  is  a  dreadful  Prejudice 
againft  the  Gofpel,  when  they,  who  diftin- 
guifh  themfelves  in  the  Profeflion  of  it,  arc 
thought  unfair,  indirect,  unreafonable,  hard- 
hearted. Be  alfo  diligent  in  your  Vocations, 

*  Tit.  if.  10.  t  i  Theff.  v.  22.  %  Rom.  ii.  24. 

It  Rom.  xii.  2.  5  Col.  iii,  I,  2.  ?*  Tit.  iii.  2. 

t|  i  Pet.  iii.  8. 
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frugal,  prudent:  for  thefe  alib  are  Chriftian 
t)uties :  and  if,  for  want  of  obferving  them* 
you  fail  to  thrive  tolerably  well  in  the  World, 
all  will  be  imputed  to  your  Expence  of  Time* 
and  Thought,  and  Money,  on  your  religious 
Meetings  and   Schemes.     Betides,  you  ought 
both  to  labour  and  be  faving,  that  you  may 
bave  to  give  to  him  that  needetb  *.     Infidels 
are  apt  to  boaft  of  their  Charity  and  Good- 
nature :  and  it  concerns  us  highly  not  to  let 
them  be  fuperior  to  us  in  any  Branch  of  our 
Saviour's  new  Commandment,  univerfal  Love-]- : 
but  exercile  even  towards  Them,  who  feldom 
fail  to  treat  Us  and  our  holy  Faith  defpitefuDy 
and  contemptuoufly,  as  far  as  they  can,  all  the 
Humanity,  Candour  and  Friendlinefs,  that  is 
confident  with  being  undejiled  a n dfepara tefrotn. 
Sinners  J.  Much  more  be  mild  towards  profefT- 
edChriftians,  who  feem  either  on  the  one  Hand 
too  rigid,  or  on  the  other  defective,  in  Faith 
or  Practice.     Guard  yourfelvcs   againft  both 
Extremes :  warn  Them;  if  properly  called  to 
it:  but  otherwife  leave   them    to   their   oivn 
Mafter,  to  ftand  or  fall  ||.     Even  (hould   any 
of  them  be  fo  ill-informed  or  ill-tempered,  as 
to  think  or  (peak  flightly  or  harfhly  of  you 
personally,  or  of  your  Societies  ;  inftruci  them 
in  Meek  fiefs  §,  if  there  be  Hope  of  fetting  them 
right :  if  not,  bear  with  them  in  Silence,  and 
be  content  with  the  Teflimony  of  a  good  Con- 
fcience. 

*  Eph.  ir.  28.  f  Johftxiii.  54.  %  Heb.vii.  26. 

j  Rom.  xvt.  4.  52  Tim.  ii.  25. 
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In  Proportion  as  each  of  you  fmgly  obferves, 
or  tranfgreffes,  thefe  Gofpel  Rules,  he  will 
bring  Honour  or  Shame  on  himfelf  -3  on  the 
particular  Body,  to  which  he  belongs ;  on 
thefe  Aflemblies  in  general.  And  their  in- 
fluencing their  Members  effectually  to  eminent 
Goodnefs,  is  the  beft,  indeed  the  only  flrong 
Argument,  that  you  can  ufe  to  invite  others 
into  them.  Therefore  take  efpecial  Care, 
that  you  may  always  be  able  to  ufe  that  with 
Truth.  For  this  End,  beware  in  the  firft 
Place  of  letting  your  Conferences  degenerate 
into  Form  'without  Power  *,  into  Lukewarm- 
nefs  and  Supinenefs,  a  Name  that  you  live, 
while  indeed  you  are  dead  -f- :  and  if  there 
have  been  any  Tendency  this  Way,  remember 
from  whence  you  are  fallen  j,  be  zealous  and 
7' e pent  ||,  and  pray  God  to  revive  his  Work  in 
the  Midfl  of  the  Tears  §.  Beware  in  the  next 
Place  of  running  into  Controverfies  and  Dif- 
putes.  You  have  wifely  guarded  againfl  thefe, 
by  admitting  fuch  Perfons  only  as  are  well 
aite&ed  to  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment  in 
Church  and  State.  Guard  againft  them  flill 
further,  by  avoiding  to  debate  any  unneceflary 
Points  of  any  Kind.  Never  indeed  flight  what 
God  hath  plainly  taught,  but  never  infift  on 
what  he  hath  not :  about  all  needlefs  Quef- 
tions,  allow  different  Opinions  amongft  your- 
ielves,  without  talking  of  them  j  neither  cen- 
lure  thofe  of  others,  nor  prefs  your  own.  In 

*  2  Tim.iii.  5.  f  Rev.  iii.  i.  J  Rev.  ii.  5. 

ij  Rev.  iii.  19.  §  Hab.  iii,  2. 
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Matters  of  practical  Religion  indeed,  you  not 
only  may,  but  ought  to  be  earneft.  Yet  even 
there,  defpife  not  good  Perfons  of  lefs  fervent 
Difpofitions ;  and  heat  not  one  another,  or 
yourfelves,  into  unmeaning  or  injudicious 
Tranfports •,  but  let  your  Piety  be  at  once  an 
affectionate  and  a  reafonable  Service  *.  Be 
mutually  helpful,  if  you  properly  can,  even  in 
temporal  Affairs.  For  the  Apoftle  hath  direct- 
ed us  to  do  good  efpecially  unto  them,  that  are 
of  the  Houfiold  of  Faith  -f- :  and  therefore  fure- 
ly  to  thole,  whom  we  have  the  befl  Ground  to 
think  worthy  Members  of  that  Houfhold. 
But  your  principal  Concern,  beyond  all  Com- 
parifon,  is  to  promote  your  common  Good  in 
Spirituals :  to  comfort  yourfelves  together,  and 
edify  one  another,  even  as  ye  do  J :  if  a  Man 
be  overtaken  in  a  Faulty  to  reft  ore  Juch  a  one 
in  the  Spirit  of  Meeknefs,  each  confidering  him- 
feff,  left  he  alfo  be  tempted  || :  to  fuffer  the 
Word  of 'Exhortation  §,  and  even  of  Rebuke, 
with  Patience,  according  to  that  of  the  Pfalmift, 
Let  the  Righteous  fmite  me  friendly  and  reprove 
me  **,  and  of  Solomon,  He  that  rebuketh  a 
Man,  flail  afterwards  find  more  Favour,  than 
he  that  Jlattereth  with  the  Tongue -\-~\- .  Nay, 
mould  any  one  by  his  Behaviour  oblige  you  to 
have  no  longer  Company  ivith  him,  that  he  may 
be  ajhamed-y  yet  the  Precepts  of  Chriftian  Cha- 
rity bind  you,  not  to  count  him  an  Enemy,  but 

*  Rom.  xii.  i.  f  Gal.  vi.  10.  J  i  ThefT.  v.  u. 

||  Gal.  vi.  i.  §  Heb.  xiii.  22.  **  Pf.  cxli.  5. 

tt  Prov.  xxviii.  23. 
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ftill,  fo  far  as  there  is  any  Room  left,  admonijh 
him  as  a  Brother  *.  But,  Brethren,  though 
I  fpeak  thus  boldly  to  you,  as  putting  you  in 
mind,  yet  I  am  perfuaded  of  you,  that  ye  are 
full  of  Goodnefs,  and  all  Knowledge,  able  to 
admonijh  one  another  -J-,  without  foreign  Affif- 
tance.  And  therefore  I  add  only  my  hearty 
Prayers,  that  your  Love  may  abound  yet  mure 
and  more  in  Knowledge  and  all  "Judgment :  that 
ye  may  approve  Things  that  are  excellent,  that 
ye  may  be  Jlncere  and  without  Offence  till  the 
Day  ofChrift,  being  filled  with  the  Fruits  of 
Righteoufnefs,  which  are  by  Jefits  Chriji  unto 
the  Glory  and  PraifeofGod  J, 

*  zTheff.  iii.  14,  15.         f  Rom.  zv.  *4,  15.         %  Phil, 
j.  9,  10,  ii. 
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SERMON      XII. 

Preached  before  the  Society  corre- 
fponding  with  the  Incorporated  So- 
ciety in  Dublin^  for  promoting  Eng- 
lift)  Proteftant  Working-Schools  in 
Ireland^  at  their  General  Meeting 
in  the  Parifh-Church  of  St.  Mary 
le  Bow,  on  Wedjiefday^  April  27, 

*757- 

P  R  o  v.  ix.  6. 

Forfake  the  Foolifo,  and  five :  and  go  in  the 
Way  ofUnderftanding. 

TH  E  S  E  are  the  Words  of  Wifdom  her- 
felf,  fpeaking  in  Perfon  :  and  to  fpeak 
them  with  Effect  to  the  Poor  of  our  neigh- 
bouring Ifland,  that  forfaking  the  Follies  of 
their  Anceftors,  they  may  /he  as  Men  ought  •, 
and  go  in  the  Way  of  Under/landing,  through 
the  Pradice  of  the  Duties,  and  Enjoyment  of 
the  Comforts  of  this  World,  to  the  Happinefs 
of  the  next,  is  the  whole  Intent  of  the  Cha- 
rity, which  we  are  met  to  promote:  the 
nobleft  and  greateft  of  the  Kind,  that  ever 
exifled. 

X  3  The 
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The  Kingdom  of  Ireland  is  blefled  by  Pro- 
vidence with  all  the  Means  of  Profperity  :  and 
yet  the  Bulk  of  the  People  are  in  a  Condition 
very  lamentable.  With  Health  and  Strength, 
they  have  little  or  no  Induftry  :  with  Capa- 
cities like  other  Men,  they  have  little  or  no 
Knowledge,  even  of  the  common  Arts  of  Life. 
With  the  beft  Situation  and  Opportunities  for 
Commerce,  they  have  fcarce  any  of  the  Con- 
veniencies  which  it  imports  :  with  a  fertile 
Soil,  in  a  temperate  Climate,  they  have  fcarce 
Food  and  Raiment.  Under  a  Government, 
which  lays  on  them  the  feweft  Burthens,  that 
perhaps  ever  Nation  felt,  they  are  inceffantly 
wiming  for  a  Change  :  and,  which  is  the 
Source  of  all,  though  the  Light  of  the  Refor- 
mation mines  round  them,  and  the  Door  of 
Chriftian  Freedom  is  open  to  them,  they  con- 
tinue in  thick  Darknefs,  voluntary  Slaves  to 
abfurd  Superftitions.  Attached  with  fervile 
Awe  to  the  loweil  EmifTaries  of  the  See  of 
Rome,  they  imbibe  even  the  Dregs  of  its  Er- 
rors :  which  many,  in  other  Countries  of  the 
fame  Communion,  have  the  Wifdom  to  reject. 
Hence  their  Idolatry  is  groffer,  their  Efleem 
of  fpcial  Duties  lefs,  their  Dependence  on 
outward  Formalities  more  confident,  their 
Enmity  to  Proteftants  bitterer :  and  their  Ab- 
horrence of  Labour  almoll;  infuperable,  be- 
caufe  it  will  benefit  thofe,  whom  they  deleft. 

We  ought  to  pity  all  the  Miftakes  and  Suf- 
ferings of  all  our  Fellow-creatures,  and  yet 

more 
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more  of  our  Fellow -Chriftians,  how  much 
foever  they  proceed  from  their  own  Faults. 
Even  their  temporal  Evils  ought  to  move  us 
very  fenfibly  :  and  though  Penury  and  Naked- 
nefs  may  appear  to  unaccuftomed  Eyes  more 
grievous  than  they  are ;  yet  the  real  DiftrefTes 
flowing  from  them  are  often  extremely  heavy. 
But  their  fpiritual  Difadvantages,   that   they 
have  fo  little  Acquaintance  with  rational  Piety, 
univerfal  Benevolence,  the  Value  of  moral  Self- 
Government,  and   the  genuine  Syftem  of  the 
Truth  as  it  is  in  Jefas*,  thefe  in  title  them  to 
much   tenderer   Companion,    though   feldom 
conlidered  in  that  View.     For  our  Fellow- 
Subje6r.s  we  ought  to  feel  an  additional  Con- 
cern,  were   their    Interests   ever  fo  feparable 
from  our  own  :   but  in  the  prefent  Cafe   they 
are  united  mod  intimately.     While  thefe  un- 
happy Creatures   remain  without  proper  Em- 
ployment, the  Country  in  general  muft  be  un- 
healthy, as   well   as   unpleafant,  for   want  of 
Culture ;  and  thinly  peopled,  for  want  of  Ne- 
ceflaries  :  the  Sight  of  fo  much  Wretchednefs 
muft  be  painful  j  the  Relief  of  it  e;:penfive, 
and  neverthelefs  unavailing.     That  Part  of  the 
BritifJ}  Dominions   muft   be   deftitute  of  the 
Wealth  and  Strength,  which  Diligence  would 
quickly  procure  it :  and  inftead  of  contribut- 
ing to  the  Support  of  the  Whole,  muft  drain 
and  exhauft  England  for  its  Defence,  whenever 
attacked. 

*  Ephef.  iv.  21. 
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This  would  be  unavoidable,  were  the  Na- 
tives ever  fo  amicably  difpofed  towards  us,  ever 
jfo  dutifully  towards  our  Sovereign.  But  be- 
ing of  a  different  and  perfecutjng  Religion ; 
taught  by  bigotted  Parents  and  Inflrudtors  to 
regard  us  as  Hereticks,  abhorred  of  God ;  and 
devoted,  by  his  Vicegerent  on  Earth,  to  pre- 
fent,  as  well  as  future,  Deftruclion :  forne  of 
them  will  think  doing  Mifchief  to  us,  when 
they  can  without  Hazard,  a  laudable  Adion ; 
and  others  will  imagine  Fraud,  or  Perjury,  or 
Violence  againft  fuch  abominable  Mifcreants, 
Offences  that  claim  an  eafy  Abfolution.  Thefe 
Sentiments  mufl  greatly  affect  their  Conduct 
in  the  ordinary  Intercourfes  of  Life  :  but  un~ 
fpeakably  more,  when  the  Interefls  of  their 
Church  come  in  Queftion.  Accordingly,  for 
thefe,  in  the  Reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  they 
were  rebelling  perpetually  :  in  that  of  King 
Charles  I.  they  mafTacred,  unprovoked,  as 
many  compute,  above  One  Hundred  Tboufand 
Perfons  of  our  Faith  :  in  that  of  King  James  II. 
and  the  War  that  followed,  not  only  the 
meaner  Sort,  but  the  upper  alfo,  gave  fhock- 
ing  Proofs  of  the  like  inhuman  Spirit.  By 
fuch  repeated  Enormities,  Multitudes  of  them, 
on  various  Occalions,  forfeited  their  Eftates 
with  their  Lives.  Theie  Forfeitures,  their 
Defendants,  whilfr.  they  cherifh  the  fame 
Way  of  thinking,  muft  confider  as  Nullities ; 
and  wifti  and  hope  to  regain  what  they  have 
}oft  :  pining  with  Envy,  thirfting  for  Revenge  j 
and  imputing  their  Poverty,  the  Fruit  origi- 
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jially  of  their  Treafons,  and  fince  of  their  Idle- 
nefs,  and  Maintenance  of  Priefts  without  End, 
to  our  infupportable  Oppreffions. 

Thus  uneafy  at  Home,  vafl  Numbers  of 
them  go  Abroad,  and  chiefly  into  the  Territo- 
ries of  our  Enemies  or  Rivals.  There  fome 
of  them  exert  themfelves  in  Trade  to  our  De- 
triment, which  they  would  not  do  in  their 
own  Land  for  our  common  Benefit.  Some 
again,  who  have  got  Riches  already,  carry 
them  away  to  enjoy  them  elfewhere.  But  far 
the  greateft  Part  of  thefe  Emigrants  take  up 
the  Profeffion  of  Arms  in  the  Service  of  Po- 
pifh  Powers ;  attack  us  with  peculiar  Fierce- 
nefs  in  the  Day  of  Battle,  as  we  have  felt  to 
our  Coft ;  and  are  always  ready,  when  a  cri- 
tical Juncture  (hall  appear,  to  return  and  head 
their  Countrymen  againft  us  in  another  meri- 
torious holy  War  :  which  we  have  the  more 
Caufe  to  apprehend,  as  their  Bifhops  are  no- 
minated by  the  Pretender ;  as  neither  Clergy 
nor  Laity  amongft  them  have  ever  given,  or 
offered  to  give,  though  prefled  to  it  by  fome 
of  their  own  Church,  any  Pledge  of  their 
Fidelity  to  the  prefent  Government ;  and  as 
thofe  Regions  of  the  Ifland,  which  they  oc- 
cupy the  moft  entirely,  are  the  nearer!  to  the 
Continent  *. 

We 

*  We  have  been  told  indeed  by  a  late  Apologift  for  them  (£), 
that  they  have,  for  near  70  Years  paft,  that  is,  ever  fince  they 
could  not  help  themfelves,  been  perfe&ly  well  affe&ed.  But 

w« 
(£)  The  Cafe  of  the  Roman  Catholkks  of  Inland,  Dublin,  1755. 
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We  muft  be  allowed  therefore  to  recoiled: 
what  hath  been  j  and  conclude  from  thence, 

what 

we  can  by  no  means  truft,  againft  all  Probability,  and  the 
Experience  of  fucceflive  Ages,  to  the  bare  Word  of  a  namelefs 
Author.  And  much  lefs  can  we  do  it,  when  a  contemporary 
Author,  an  Officer  of  his  own  Nation  and  Belief,  living 
amongft  our  Enemies,  where  he  may  fpeak  out  with  Safety 
and  Applaufe,  treats  our  happy  Eftablilhment  as  an  Ufurp- 
ation :  and  frankly  declares,  that  the  Irijb  Papifls  have  a 
fettled  Antipathy  to  Englijkmen,  with  a  itrong  Attachment  to 
France,  and  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  (e). 

We  have  alfo  been  told  by  the  fame  Apologift  and  others, 
that  whatever  the  Court  of  Rome  may  have  done,  the  Church 
of  Rome  hath  never  patronifed  Perfecution,  or  Rebellion,  or 
Breach  of  Oaths  or  Promifes,  to  introduce  or  fupport  its 
Boftrine  orDifcipline.  But  if  We  muft  be  in  Danger  of  thefe 
Things,  whenever  the  Court  of  Rome,  or  its  Partifans  have 
Power;  it  is  but  a  forry  Confolation  to  tell  us,  that  the 
Church  of  Rcrne  hath  no  Hand  in  them.  And  yet  whence  are 
we  to  learn  the  Tenets  of  that  Church  ?  Not  furely  from  a 
few  obfcure,  or  at  beft  private  Writers  :  but  from  the  Decrees 
of  her  Councils,  general  and  particular,  the  uniform  Deter- 
minations of  her  Popes,  the  Edicts  of  her  Princes  (</),  the  re- 
ceived Opinions  of  her  Divines  ;  the  conltant  Practice  of  her 
Members,  whenever  an  inviting  Opportunity  prcfents  itfelf  ; 
and  that  Practice  not  once  condemned  as  unlawful,  by  any 
pretended  Authority  amongft  them;  though  there  have  been, 
many  and  loud  Calls  upon  them  to  condemn  it,  if  indeed 
they  difapprove  it.  But  they  have  better  Ways  than  this : 
they  force  the  moft  notorious  Facts  alledged  againfl  them, 
into  a  Neutrality,  if  not  into  their  Service,  by  Mifreprefen- 
tations  :  or,  if  any  be  intractably  ftubborn,  they  pafs  it  over 
in  total  Silence,  Thus  particularly  this  Apologift,  though 
he  relates  a  Variety  of  Hiftorical  Occurrences,  to  fliew  that 
his  Catholick  Friends  were  innocent,  or  excufable  in  them  all, 
no  more  mentions  or  hints  at  the  horrid  Butchery  of  1641, 
than  if  he  had  never  heard  of  any  fuch  Thing.  And  the /;•$/& 
Officer,  poor  M^n,  hath  forgotten  it  as  entirely,  in  his  Nar- 
ration of  Matters,  relative  to  the  Papifts  of  that  Ifland  : 
though  he  remembers  a  great  deal  more,  than  is  true,  of  what 

preceded, 

(c)  tettres  d'un  Officier  Irlandois  a  un  Officier  Francois  de  fes  Amis, 
Mtm.  tie  Trey.  Aout,  Sept.  1756. 

(d\  See  a  Difcourfe  concerning  the  Laws,  Ecclefiaftical  and  Civil,  made 
?gainft  Hercticks.  Lendm,  printed  for  John  ff^jatt,  1723. 
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what  will,  or  may  be  :  to  put  ourfelves,  when 
it  is  requifite,  in  the  Condition  of  our  Fore- 
fathers ;  adopt  their  Feelings,  to  excite  our 
Vigilance,  though  not  our  Refentment ;  and 
make  fupplemental  Provifions  for  Security, 
where  the  former  have  proved  infufficient. 

How  they  came  to  be  infufficient,  needs 
not  be  minutely  examined  here.  Ireland,  re- 
mote from  the  reft  of  Europe,  and  harafled 
continually  by  domeftick  Feuds,  was  in  a  State 
of  great  Ignorance  and  Rudenefs  at  the  Re- 
formation. God,  vuhofe  'Judgments  are  un- 
fearchabh  *,  raifed  up  then  in  that  Country 
none  of  the  burning  and  fiining  Lights  -f-, 
which  he  did  elfewhere.  Popery  therefore, 
while  the  Attention  of  England  was  engaged 
at  Home,  kept  its  Ground,  and  foon  fortified 
it  by  foreign  Schools  and  Connexions.  The 
firft  Rebellions  indeed,  which  followed  on  this, 
principally  weakened  the  Authors  of  them : 
but  the  dreadful  Maffacre  almoft  extinguished 
the  Proteftants.  And  though  the  Perpetrators 
of  it  fuffered  in  their  Turns  very  feverely  :  yet 
the  Survivors  were  buoyed  up  with  Hopes,  in 
the  two  next  Reigns,  of  recovering  all :  which 
they  were  on  the  Point  of  accomplifhing,  when 
the  Arrival  of  our  Deliverer  King  William, 
and  their  unfuccefsful  Oppofition  to  him, 

preceded,  and  followed  it.  Treating  Perfons  in  this  Man- 
ner, is  really  holding  their  Underftandings  in  too  much  Con- 
tempt :  and  being  almoft  as  void  of  Judgment,  as  of  Honefty 
#nd  Shame.  ,  ^ASi 

*  Rom.  xi.  33.  f  John  v.  35. 
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broke  their  Strength,  but  not  their  Obftinacy, 
However,  fmce  that  Time,  the  Perfons  of 
Figure  have  been  gradually  coming  over :  fome 
on  right  Motives ;  others  in  Confequence  of 
fuch  Regulations,  as  the  Legiflature  can  juftly 
make  in  its  own  Defence,  and  Papifts  can 
never  confiflently  blame,  though  wrong  Minds 
may  be  tempted  by  them  to  Hypocrify.  Still, 
Profelytes  on  fufpected  Inducements,  and  fome 
pf  them  only  from  the  Profeffion  of  a  falfe 
Religion  to  the  Profeffion  of  none,  are  not 
likely  to  have  much  Influence,  were  they  to 
endeavour  it,  on  their  Inferiors  :  who  accor-^ 
dingly  have  adhered  to  the  Romifh  Commu^ 
nion. 

And  were  they  never  to  quit  it,  their  Priefts 
unqueftionably,  had  they  Uprightnefs  and  Pru- 
dence enough,  might  give  them  both  better 
Difpofitions  to  Induftry,  and  jufter  Notions  of 
Chriftianity.  But  there  is  no  Profped:  that 
they  ever  will,  in  any  great  Meafure :  or 
fhould  they  do  their  beft,  the  moft  refined 
Popery  is  a  dangerous  Corruption  of  the  Gof- 
pel ;  and  hath  befides  a  large  Mixture  of 
Things  hurtful  to  Civil  Society.  But  efpecially 
where  a  Perfon  of  the  fame  Perfuaiion  keeps 
up  a  Claim  to  the  Crown,  its  Votaries  will 
never  be  further  good  Subjects,  than  as  their 
feeming  fuch  may  procure  Connivance  at  their 
making  Converts,  to  which  they  confefs  them- 
felves  indifpenfably  bound  :  and  mould  they 
ever  make  enow,  there  would  be  no  Peace  af- 
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terwards,  unlefs  we  and  our  King  became 
what  they  would  have  us. 

Therefore,  till,  the  Generality  of  the  Irijb 
are  brought  to  be  Proteftants,  the  Eng/ijb  are 
not  fafe.  And  doubtlefs  they  might  have 
been  brought  to  it,  by  Gallies  and  Inquiiitions, 
long  ago.  But  we  have  not  fo  learned  Chrift  *. 
Our  Adverfaries  can  ufe  every  Degree  of 
Force  :  yet  proteft,  on  Occafion,  indeed  at 
the  very  Time  and  Place,  if  it  be  needful, 
that  they  ufe  none;  and  inveigh  againfl  us 
for  fanguinary  Laws,  which  they  have  ex- 
torted from  us  by  difloyal  Practices,  and 
which  they  know  all  their  Invectives  cannot 
provoke  us  to  execute.  But  the  Weapons  of 
our  Warfare  are  not  carnal -\t  but  fpiritual : 
Inftruction,  Conviction,  Exhortation.  Now 
unhappily  the  Perfons,  whofe  peculiar  Office 
it  is  to  difpenfe  thefe,  are,  in  all  Ireland^  fcarce 
Eight  Hundred:  a  Number  vaftly  inferior,  not 
only  to  that  of  the  Popifh  Priefts,  but  to  the 
Neceflities  even  of  the  prefent  Proteftants. 
Befides,  of  thefe  few,  a  large  Proportion  have 
no  Places  of  Abode  in  or  near  their  Parimes. 
This  alone  would  be  a  fad  Difcouragement : 
but  a  ftill  worfe  is,  that  where  Ignorance  hath 
long  obtained  almoft  .univerfal  Pofleffion,  and 
People  are  unufed  to  reafon,  perfuading  them 
out  of  fettled  Habits  of  religious  Belief  and 
Practice  hath  Difficulties  hardly  furmountable  ; 
and  yet  lefs  when  the  Application  is  made  to 

*  Eph.  iv.  29.  f  2  Cor.  x.  4. 

them 


318  A  Sermon  preached  before  the 
them  by  Perfons,  whom  they  diflike;  but 
lead  of  all,  when  hearkening  to  it  for  a  Mo- 
ment is  prohibited  under  Penalty  of  Anathe- 
mas, at  which  they  tremble.  Attempts  have 
been  made  :  their  Language  hath  been  learn- 
ed on  Purpofe  :  and  none  would  or  durft  give 
the  Preacher  a  Hearing.  Poffibly  fome  Cler- 
gymen may  have  been  too  much  dimeartened 
by  fuch  Inftances.  Poffibly  others,  God  for- 
give them,  may  have  been  glad  to  excufe 
themfelves  from  taking  difagreeable  Pains. 
And  the  Heads  of  our  Church  have  not  an 
abfolute  Power  over  their  Inferiors,  to  fend 
them  on  what  Miffions  they  pleafe,  as  thofe 
of  the  Church  of  Rome  have.  How  far  they 
have  exerted  the  little,  that  is  left  them,  I 
cannot  fay.  But,  before  either  Bifhops  or 
Parochial  Minifters  are  vehemently  blamed, 
let  the  Laity  rene6t,  whether  They  alfo  may 
not  have  been  negligent  in  relation  to  many  of 
thefe  poor  Creatures,  who  live  under  their 
Roofs ;  and  try,  what  Impreffion  they  can 
make  on  them.  If  they  fucceed,  I  hope  it 
will  beget  Emulation :  if  not,  they  will  be 
readier  to  pardon  Want  of  Succefs,  or  even 
Defpair,  in  others:  and  conclude,  that  no 
Method  will  effectually  teach  them  our  Reli- 
gion, but  Education  in  it. 

Were  Children  taught  nothing  early,  they 
would  know  nothing,  and  be  fit  for  nothing, 
as  long  as  they  lived.  But  ibme  Principles  of 
Behaviour  they  will  learn  :  and  therefore  ihould 
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learn  the  heft,  which  are  thofe  of  true  Piety. 
Their  Inftructors  may  direct  them  wrong  in 
that  Refpeft,  as  well  as  in  ethers  :  but  dill 
they  muft  give  them  fuch  Advice  for  both 
Worlds,  as  they  think  is  beneficial ;  no  lefs 
than  fuch  Food,  as  they  think  is  wholefome. 
And  if  one  Leflbn  be,  what  is  conftantly  one 
of  ours,  to  prove  every  Thing,  as  they  become 
able,  to  hold f aft  that  which  is  Goody  and  ab- 
jlainfrom  all  Appearance  of  Evil*  :  this  is  a 
potent  Corrective  of  whatever  Miftakes  may 
chance  to  be  infufed  into  them.  Without  this 
Corrective,  nay,  prohibiting  it  as  Poifon,  the 
Romanics  employ  the  whole  Influence  of  Edu- 
cation to  the  utmoft  :  and  therefore  cannot 
reproach  Us,  who  employ  it  with  fuch  a  Re- 
flric"tion.  Nor  furely  <=an  the  bittereft  Ene- 
mies to  inftilling  of  Prejudices  doubt,  which 
Sort  are  better.  They  may  wifli  perhaps, 
that  Children  mould  have  no  Faith,  but  a 
Scorn  of  it  :  and  they  may  bring  up  their  own 
Children  thus,  and  take  the  Confequences. 
But  Mankind  in  general  muft  and  will  have  a 
Religion  :  and  Multitudes  are  turned  or  kept 
Papifts,  by  feeing,  that  fo  many  pretended 
Proteilants  have  none.  Or  fuppofing  the 
Project  feafible  in  itfelf,  and  other  wife  un- 
punifhed  by  Providence :  yet  Morals  in  pri- 
vate Life,  and  Order  in  publick,  cannot  but 
decay  and  be  loft,  along  with  the  Fear  of 
God. 

*    I  Theff.  V.  2T,  22.     :    s^  "jj 
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Still,  to  educate  Children  in  our  own  Per* 
fualion,  againft  the  Will  of  Fathers  or  Mo- 
thers, would  be  cruel,  though  legal  5  unlefs, 
by  fome  overt  Act,  they  lofe,  or  give  up,  their 
Claim  to  educate  them ;  whatever  Title  the 
State  may  have  to  fee,  that  they  are  bred  loyal 
and  ufeful  Subjects.     And   therefore  our  So- 
ciety takes  none  away  by  Authority,  but  thofe 
of  vagrant  Beggars.     Yet  our  Adver fanes,  I 
conceive,  would  few,  if  any  of  them,  be  fo 
fcrupulous  as  to  make  that  Diftinction.     And 
certainly  not  one  of  them  would  queftion,  but 
young  Perfons,  committed  to  their  Care,  might 
and  ought  to  be  inftructed  in   their  Creed. 
Nor,    I  prefume,    would   they  inquire  very 
ftrictly,  what  induced  the  Parent  to  delegate 
to  them  his  Right.     We  induce  him,  neither 
by  hard  Ufage,  nor  Menaces,  nor  Rewards, 
nor  Promifes:  but  only  propofe  to  him  the 
Benefit  of  his  Child.     And  Nature  enjoins  him 
to  promote  even  its  worldly  Benefit  in  every 
lawful  Manner.     His  Priefls  indeed  may  tell 
him,    this  Manner   is   unlawful.     But  that, 
and  many  other  AfTertions  of  theirs,  of  which 
fbme  appear  at  firft  Sight  very  flrange  ones, 
are  flatly  contradicted  by  Numbers  of  Perfons, 
as  wife,  as  learned,  feemingly  as  felicitous  too 
about  their  own  eternal  Happinefs.     He  hath 
no  folid  Grounds  to  prefer  the  Opinion  of  the 
former  to  that  of  the  latter.     And  therefore 
in  this  Uncertainty,  though  he  may  refolvd 
for  himfelf  not  to  change  Sides,  break  his  old 
Connexions,  and  make  his  old  Friends  uneafy  < 

yet 


Society  for  P  rot  eft  ant  Schools  in  Ireland.  321 

yet  why  mould  he  not  intruft  a  Son  or  a 
Daughter  with  thoie,  who  will  both  provide 
better  for  their  temporal  Interefts,  and  qualify 
them  to  judge  better  about  their  religious  ones, 
than  He  can  ? 

Whatever  their  Reafonings  may  be,  the 
Fa<5t  is,  that  Popifh.  Parents  are  willing  to 
fend  their  Children  to  the  newly  erected  Char- 
ter-Schools :  and  more  are  likely  to  become 
willing.  The  Reproach  of  it  in  lift  wear  off 
with  the  Novelty  :  the  Stones  of  their  bad 
Treatment  there  have  been  difproved,  as  faft 
as  they  have  been  raifed :  and,  I  believe,  the 
Priefts  have  often  found  it  their  Wifdom  not 
to  overftretch  their  Authority  in  this  Cafe,  for 
Fear  of  weakening  it  in  all.  But  granting, 
that  thefe  Houfes  cannot  be  always  quite  fill- 
ed with  the  Offspring  of  Papiifo,  which  how- 
ever make  in  all  of  them  vaftly  the  Majority ; 
yet  the  Admitlion  of  Orphans  or  Vagrants, 
who  elfe  would  fall  into  the  Hands  of  Papifts, 
hath  the  fame  good  Effect.  And  were  now 
and  then  a  few,  whofe  Parents  are  known 
Proteflants,  to  be  received :  no  one,  who  ap- 
proves either  our  common  Charity- Schools, 
or  that  great  Charity-School,  the  Found- 
ling-Hofpital,  could  fail  to -be  pleafed  even 
with  this  Branch  of  the  Management ;  efpe- 
ciaJly  confidering,  how  well  the-  whole  is  con- 
ducted. 

The  particular  Rules   cannot  be  fpecified 

here :  but  one  there  is,  of  great  Extent  ani 
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Importance;  which  would  God  were  obferv- 
ed  in  this  Nation  ;  combining  Inftruction  with 
Labour.     The  firft  Part  of  Inflrudion,  to  fuch 
as  need  it,  is  teaching  them  Eng/t/b :  for  till 
they  underftar.d  that  competently,  their  only 
Inlet  of  Knowledge  is  from  the  Priefts  and 
their  Followers.     They  learn  alfo  fomewhat 
of  Writing  and  Arithmetick,  which   are    of 
Ufe  in  the  loweft  Occupations :  and  more  of 
Reading ;  for  the  good  Books,   which  are  put 
into  their  Hands,  when  they  go  away,  may 
contribute  greatly  to  fix  them  in  true  Reli- 
gion.    Of  this,  the  plain  Doctrines  and  prac- 
tical Precepts  are  taught  them,  with  neceffary 
Preservatives  againfl  Popifh    Errors :  a   Pro- 
ceeding no  lefs  prudent,  than   confcientious. 
For  were  they  instructed  in  gainful  Arts,  but 
the  Notions  of  their  Fathers  left  to  grow  up 
in  them,  it  might  caufe  in  Time  a  dangerous 
Acceflion   to   the  Property   of  that  Intereft. 
And  were  thofe  Notions  to  be  rooted  out,  and 
no  better  planted ;  Labour  without  Religion, 
will  generally,  as  foon  as  ever  it  enriches,  if 
not  before,  give  place  to  Idlenefs,  Diflblute- 
nefs,  and  all  Sorts  of  Crimes  :  whereas  Dili- 
gence from  a  Principle  of  Piety  will  go  on, 
providing  for  Defcendants,  for  Relations,  for 
the  Poor ;  and  teaching  them  all  to  provide, 
in  their  Turns,  for  fuch  as  belong  to  them. 

But  the  Book-Learning  of  thefe  Children 
takes  up  only  two  Hours  of  their  Day  :  the 
reft  they  ipend  in  Work.  And  ib  much  of 
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the  Boys  Work,  as  can,  is  Agriculture,  for 
their  Nourimment  and  Clothing :  together 
with  fome  Rudiments  of  Planting  and  Gar- 
dening. Thus  every  School  is  a  little  Farm : 
and  helps  to  raife  Emulation  in  the  moft  ne- 
ceffary  of  all  Bufmefs,  of  which  the  Example 
and  the  Skill  is  peculiarly  wanting  in  Ireland. 
Betides  this,  both  Sexes  learn  thofe  Kinds  of 
Manufacture,  efpecially  the  Linnen,  for  which 
there  is  like  to  be  a  Demand  :  and  fuch  Qua- 
lifications, as  are  requifite  for  common  Ser- 
vants; Proteftant  Servants  being,  on  many 
Accounts,  highly  valuable.  The  Earnings  of 
the  Scholars,  by  the  Things  which  they  make 
or  do  for  others,  are,  in  moft  Foundations, 
given  to  the  Mafter  or  Miftrefs,  as  Part  of 
their  Salary :  an  admirable  Way  of  fecuring 
the  Children's  Induftry. 

If  ftill  it  be  imagined,  that  they  might  do 
more  :  Inquiry  and  Observation  will  gradually 
fuggeft  every  where  the  Means  to  that  End. 
But  they  are  put  out,  as  foon  as  their  Labour 
is  worth  having  :  for  the  Defign  is  not  to  get 
Money  for  the  Schools  by  them ;  but  to  fup- 
ply  that  Nation  with  the  quickefl  Succeiiion 
poflible  of  Proteftant  Workmen.  If,  not- 
withftanding,  the  Expence  of  the  Charity  be 
thought  immoderate ;  it  mould  be  recollected, 
that  the  mere  Building  and  fitting  up  lo  many 
new  Fabricks,  muft  be  a  heavy  Burthen,  which 
will  ceafe  in  Time.  And  two  or  three  have 
been  more  fumptuous,  than  needed ;  but  at 
Y  2  the 
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the  Charge  of  the  Perfons,  who  defined  If, 
not  of  the  Society  :  and  Care  hath  been  taken 
of  late  to  obviate  all  Pretence  for  that  Com- 
plaint. Another  Confideration  is,  that  the 
Children  muft  be  removed  to  a  Diftance  from 
their  Parents,  and  their  Priefts  :  elfe  the  lat- 
ter, at  lead,  would  be  perpetually  tampering 
with  them :  and  this  Precaution  cofts  a  great 
deal.  They  muft  alfo  be  entirely  maintained  : 
elfe  they  would  not  be  fent.  But  the  Food 
and  Cloathing  of  each,  over  and  above  the 
Produce  of  their  Labour,  is  only  about  Fifty 
Shillings  a  Year ;  furely  a  fmall  Charge  for  fo 
excellent  a  Purpofe :  befides  that  the  whole 
Money,  laid  out,  .circulates  in  the  Neighbour- 
hood. 

When  their  Schooling  is  completed,  they 
are  all  apprenticed :  and,  which  fhews  in 
what  Efteem  they  are  held,  nothing  hath  been 
given,  with  them  for  feveral  Years  paft.  As 
many  go  out  to  Hufoandry,  as  Perfons  will 
employ  that  Way  :  more  cannot.  None,  for 
ibme  Time,  have  been  put  to  Sea  : '  partly  be- 
caufe  it  feems  better  at  prefent,  that  they 
fhould  people  their  own  Country  with  well* 
difpofed  Inhabitants,  than  be  confumed  in 
Voyages ;  and  partly  alfo,  becaufe  a  falfe  Ru- 
mour, induftrioufly  propagated,  of  their  be- 
ing tranfported,  for  Slaves,  to  remote  Regions, 
hath  railed  fo  wild  a  Sufpicion,  that  they, 
who  are  tranfplanted  from  one  Part  of  the 
Ifland  to  another,  muft  all  be  conveyed  by 
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Land,  to  difprove  it.  They  are  placed  only 
in  Proteftant  Families  :  and  when  they  leave 
them,  have  a  Bounty  of  Five  Pounds  from 
the  Society,  on  their  marrying  Protdtants :  it 
being  generally  found,  that  when  either  Party, 
elpeciallv  the  Wife,  is  a  Papift,  the  other  is 
perverted  by  the  Help  of  the  Prieft  -,  or  how- 
ever, the  Children  are  educated  in  that  Per- 
fuaiion.  I  wifli  the  Laity,  Men  and  Wo- 
men, of  our  Communion,  were  equally  afli- 
duous,  and  equally  aflifted  by  their  Mi- 
nifters. 

It  hath  been  affirmed,  that  after  all  the 
Care,  faid  to  be  taken,  moft  of  thefe  Chil- 
dren relapfe.  And  at  firft  many  did :  who 
yet  muft  not  only  have  been  made  ufefuller  in 
.Civil  Society  by  what  they  learnt,  but,  one 
fhould  think,  muft  alfo  feel  fome  Gratitude 
for  the  Improvements,  which  they  had  re- 
ceived -,  and  diilike  our  Religion  the  lefs,  the 
more  they  knew  of  it.  But  however  that 
might  be,  I  am  allured,  on  particular  Inquiry, 
that  now,  fince  the  Method  of  tranfplanting 
hath  been  followed,  extremely  few  have  be- 
come Apoftates.  Indeed  why  mould  not  Ha- 
bit alone  operate  as  powerfully  in  our  Favour, 
as  againft  us  ?  And  why  mould  not  young 
People,  thus  grounded,  fee  the  Reafonable- 
nefs,  and  feel  the  Amiablenefs  of  Proteftantifm, 
efpecially  when  compared  with  grofs  Irijk  Po- 
pery, fo  ftrongly,  as  to  be  more  likely,  when 
grown  up*  to  bring  over  others,  than  be 
Y  3  K  brought 
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brought  over  by  them  ?  Why,  in  particular, 
may  not  their  affectionate  Remonflrances  and 
Behaviour,  affifted  by  the  tender  Workings  of 
Nature  in  their  Behalf,  prevail,  fooner  or 
later,  on  their  ignorant  Parents,  to  forjake 
the  Foolijh,  and  /ive,  and  go  in  the  Way  of 
Underftanding  ? 

Still  it  hath  been  faid  by  fome,  that  at  beft 
the  Progrefs  of  the  Defign  is  too  flow,  to  pro- 
duce any  material  Alteration.  And  we  own, 
that  for  fome  Time  it  was  almoft  impercepti- 
ble. Several  Years  mufl  pafs,  before  a  fingle 
Child  could  be  fent  from  the  Schools :  and 
feveral  more,  before  one  could  act  for  himfelf. 
Nay,  fince  that,  we  have  not  advanced  fo  faft, 
as  might  be  wifhed  :  no  good  Defign  ever 
doth.  Nor  indeed  is  over  great  Hafte  ad- 
vifable.  A  new  Eftablimment  cannot  pru- 
dently be  made  any  where,  till  Propofals, 
reafonably  advantageous,  are  offered  j  and  a 
Committee  fixed,  of  trufty  and  active  Perfons, 
•in  the  Neighbourhood,  to  fuperintend  it : 
which,  in  the  midft  of  Papifls,  where  it  is 
moft  needed,  is  hardeft  to  be  found.  How- 
ever, it  is  no  inconfiderable  Thing,  after  all, 
in  fo  (hort  a  Space  to  have  had  One  thoufand 
five  hundred  Children  put  Apprentices,  and 
above  One  thoufand  fix  hundred  more  now 
actually  inftructing.  Were  only  the  fame 
Number  to  be  kept  up,  it  would  augment, 
without  ceafing,  the  Inclination  of  the  Ba- 
lance to  our  Side  :  and  at  length  the  Scale 
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muft  turn.  But  every  Year  hath  brought  an 
Increafe  :  and,  we  may  juftly  hope,  will  bring 
a  greater.  The  good  Coniequences  of  the 
Undertaking  will  be  more  evident :  thefe  very 
Scholars  will,  many  of  them,  become  Matters 
of  Families,  and  take  Servants  from  the 
Schools;  become  rich,  and  contribute  to  fup- 
port,  to  enlarge,  to  multiply  them.  And 
they,  who,  by  objecting  that  we  make  little 
Speed,  are  one  main  Caufe  of  our  making  left 
than  we  mould  otherwife,  ought  by  liberal 
Benefactions  to  compenfate  for  paft  Difcou- 
ragements,  and  affift  us  in  proceeding  quicker. 

No  one  furely  will  affect  to  disapprove,  led 
he  mould  be  obliged  to  fubfcribe.  No  one 
can  be  barbarous  enough  to  defire  the  Conti- 
nuance of  poor  Wretches  in  Error  and  Help- 
leilhefs,  that  he  may  tyrannize  over  them  with 
Impunity.  No  one  can  bear  fo  determined  an 
Ill-will,  either  to  Religion,  as  to  favour  .the 
ProfeiTioii  of  theirs,  becaufe  it  is  an  abfurd 
one :  or  to  the  Clergy,  as  to  oppofe  the  form- 
ing of  thefe  Children  into  rational  Creatures 
and  good  Subjects,  becaufe  They  contrived 
and  executed  the  Plan  for  it;  which  ought  to 
be  deemed,  on  the  contrary,  great  "Amends 
for  any  fuppofed  former  Neglects.  No  won- 
der, if  the  Project,  before  it  took  Place,  were 
treated  by  many  as  chimerical :  but  now, 
Fact:  hath  demonflrated  both  its  Practicable- 
fiefs  and  its  Utility.  Propofals  indeed  may  be 
offered  for  amending  it  in  fome  Parts ;  though 
Y  4  the 
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the  unexperienced  ought  to  offer  them  with 
much  Diffidence  :  but  really,  for  Objections 
againft  the  Whole  there  is  no  Room  left. 
Both  the  Scheme  and  the  Conduct  of  it  have 
been  more  univerfally  applauded  by  the  Irifo 
Proteftants  in  general,  who  muft  be  Judges  of 
the  Improvement,  to  which  they  are  Eye- 
witneffes,  than  ever  any  Thing  of  the  Kind 
was  before  in  any  Country.  SuccefTive  Lords 
Lieutenants  have  unanimoufly  recommended  it 
to  our  gracious  Sovereign  :  who,  with  equal 
Generofny  and  Wifdom,  prevented  the  im- 
minent Ruin  of  it  in  its  Infancy,  eighteen 
Years  ago;  and  hath  upheld  it  ever  fince,  by 
an  annual  Donation  of  a  Thoufand  Pounds, 
and  occafional  ones  amounting  to  fixteen  Thou- 
fand more.  The  Parliament  of  Ireland  alfo, 
in  Concurrence  with  the  King,  have  fettled 
on  it  the  Produce  of  a  new  Tax;  valuable  in 
itfelf,  and  doubly  fo  as  a  Teftimonial  of  the 
Sentiments  of  the  Legislature.  Nay,  the  very 
Papifts  have  acknowledged  the  Efficacy  of  our 
Schools,  by  fetting  up  others  of  their  own  iq 
Competition  with  them.  And  fo  far  as  they 
may  do  any  Good,  we  are  glad  to  be  the  Oc- 
cafion  of  it :  but  we  mufl  counteracl:  the  Hurt, 
w'hich  they  may  do,  by  a  redoubled  Zeal  for 
what  they  are  aiming  to  defeat. 

,  Indeed  this  Charity  is  a  publick  Concern  of 
both  Nations,  not  only  in  a  religious,  but  a 
political  View.  It  relieves  prefent  DiftrefTes, 
which  always  endanger  the  Quiet  of  a  State, 

more 
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more  or  lefs ;  and  prevents  thofe  of  Genera- 
tions to  come.  In  Proportion  as  it  fpreads, 
the  Country  will  be  more  civilized,  more  cul- 
tivated, more  populous,  more  wealthy.  Thefe 
Children  will  flay  at  home :  and .  not;  run 
abroad  to  fettle  in  Popifh  Lands,  which! hither- 
to the  Samenefs  of  Belief  hath  msde  fo  agree- 
able to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Country.  By 
their  Induftry,  and  the  good  Fruits  .of ,it,  they 
will  ftir  up  Emulation  in  all  of  their  own 
Rank.  By  their  Conviction  of  the  Truth  of 
Proteftantifm,  they  will  be  fatisfied,  that  the 
Forfeitures  of  their  PredecefTors,  in  the  two 
lafl  Centuries,  for  their  many  Rebellions  in 
fupport  of  the  oppofite.  Caufe,  were  deferved. 
They  will  be  thoroughly,  difunited  from  thofe, 
whom  they  have  renounced ;  will  love  their 
Matters  for  being  of  the  fame  .Faith  with 
them;  and  ftand  up  for  the  Defence. of  it,  on 
trying  Occafions,  in.  Word,  and  Deed.  But 
further,  even  the  Papifls  of  Ireland  will  have 
Reafon  given  them,  by  thefe  Schools,  to  think 
well  of  their  Proteftant  Neighbours,  and  of 
the  Clergy  in  particular.  Their  Priefts  have 
fufFered  them  to  languifh  for  Ages  in  Igno- 
rance, Hunger  and  Nakednefs :  we  beftow  on 
them  Knowledge  and  Plenty.  To  Them  they 
owe  the  Guilt  of  their  Infurredtions  and  Maf- 
facres,  the  Mifery  of  their  Attainders  and 
Confifcations  :  to  Us  they  will  owe  the  Bleffing 
eing  humanized  and  enriched. 

Now 
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Now  of  all  thefe  Advantage?,  Britain  muft 
partake.  The  Wealth  of  that  People  will  not 
only,  in  loyal  Hands,  render  them  a  ftrong 
Barrier  to  us,  but  will  circulate  continually 
from  the  Extremes  to  the  Heart  of  Empire. 
Along  with  that,  we  {hall  gain  a  fr.il!  more 
defirable  Treafure,  their  good  Opinion.  They 
will  plainly  perceive,  that  we  neither  hate  nor 
defpife  them  :  that  if  we  find  it  needful  to  re- 
ftrain  their  Induftry  in  fome  Things,  we  excite, 
aid  and  dire<fl  it  in  others;  and  zealoufly en- 
courage what  evidently  conduces  to  their  pre- 
fent,  and,  we  are  perfuaded,  to  their  future 
Happinefs  alfo.  Then,  as  our  Undertaking 
fucceeds,  we  {hall  have  thofe,  if  wanted,  for 
Proteftant  Soldiers  in  our  own  Troops,  who 
elfe  would  be  Popifli  ones  in  the  Service  of 
our  foreign  Adverfaries :  and  we  mall  no 
longer  be  over-run,  as  we  are,  in  this  Metro- 
polis, in  its  Suburbs,  in  our  Eaftern  and  our 
Weftern  Settlements,  with  Irijh  Catholicks, 
as  they  call  themfelves,  to  an  Amount,  which 
few  of  us  imagine ;  and  at  which  all  of  us,  if 
we  knew  it,  would  be  juflly  alarmed.  Our 
Religion  is  loiing  Ground  on  the  Continent : 
we  have  fo  much  more  need  to  be  compact, 
and  of  one  Mind,  at  home.  It  is  lofing 
Ground  even  amongfl  ourfelves  :  and  God  give 
thofe  Attention  to  the  Danger,  who  ought  to 
guard  us  againft  it.  But  fuch  Care  no  way 
interferes  with  an  Attempt  of  making  Repri- 
fals ;  and  carrying  the  War,  by  means  of  thefe 
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Schools,  into  our  Enemies  Head- Quarters. 
If  we  conquer  them  there,  we  mall  have  much 
lefs  Caufe  to  be  afraid  of  them  here.  The 
Supply  will  be  cut  off:  on  the  Refidue  of  the 
Party  like  Methods  will  produce  like  Effeds. 
And  when  once  they  are  produced,  the  Inha- 
bitants of  the  Britijh  Ifles  and  Colonies  will 
all  have  the  fame  Friends  and  Foes  :  our  Fel- 
low- Subjects,  whofe  Eye  is  now  evil  againft 
us,  will  not  onlyy^r  their  Brethren  and  Com- 
panions Sakes  isijh  us  Profperity,  but  becaufe 
of  the  Houfe  of  tie  Lord  our  God  ivillfeek  to  da 
us  Good*.  Our  Civil  and  Eccleiiaftical  Com- 
munity will,  in  Comparifon  with  their  pre- 
fent  State,  look  forth  as  the  Morning,  fair  as 
the  Moon,  clear  as  the  Sun,  and  terrible  as  an 
Army  with  Banners  -j-. 

What  then  remains,  but  that  fo  worthy  a 
Defign  be  vigoroufly  executed  :  that  we  con- 
tribute to  it,  according  to  our  Ability;  and 
move  others  to  contribute,  according  to  our 
Influence  r  The  Proteftants  of  Ireland  are 
doubtlefs  moft  immediately  concerned  to  exert 
themfelves.  And  yet  the  printed  Accounts 
from  thence  intimate,  what  elfe  we  mould  be 
cautious  of  faying,  that  all  Perfons  there  have 
not  been  fo  bountiful  as  they  mould.  For 
fome  Years,  the  main  Support  was  from  Eng- 
land.  And  fince  that,  of  the  Irijh  Subfcrip- 
tions,  thofe  of  the  Biihops  make  towards  one 
third  :  and,  together  with  thole  of  the  Clergy, 

*  Pf.  cxxiL  8,  g.-  f  Gant.  ?i.  10. 
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near  one  half.  Yet  the  Utility  is  general  : 
and  the  Laity  have  a  much  more  durable  In- 
tereft  in  their  Eftates,  than  the  Clergy  have 
in  theirs ;  and  a  larger  Intereft,  even  in  moft 
Church  Eftates,  than  Churchmen  themfelves. 
It  is  not  ftrange  however,  if  they  judged,  that 
thefe  ought  to  ftand  foremoft  in  the  Work  : 
if  they  faw  more  Difficulties  on  the  Spot,  than 
We  here  could  difcern  at  a  Diftance ;  and 
were  held  back,  fomewhat  too  long,  by  Doubts 
of  Succefs.  Beiides,  though  the  ftated  Sub- 
fcriptions  of  that  Country  are  fmaller,  than 
might  be  expected ;  they  far  exceed  ours  : 
their  Prefents  and  Legacies  have  rifen  to  no 
inconfiderable  Sum :  and  many,  inflead  of 
Money,  have  given  Lands.  The  original  For- 
mation of  the  Scheme  too  is  altogether  owing 
,~-*Q  the/r{/& :  on  Them  alfo  hath  lain  the  Care 
\"  -ancl  Labour  of  carrying  it  into  Execution  : 
fuperintending  every  School,  and  conducting 
the  whole  Machine,  from  the  Beginning  to 
this  Day  :  without  which,  ever  fo  great  Libe- 
ralities from  Us  would  have  been  thrown  away, 
and  funk  intirely. 

Therefore,  whilft  we  remind  them,  that, 
both  in  Confcience  and  Honour,  they  mould 
.take  on  themfelves  a  due  Share  of  what  pri- 
marily belongs  to  them  ;  let  us  remember  how 
much  they  have  taken  :  and  though  we  fhould 
.think  it  not  enough  >  let  us  rather  try  to  win 
upon  our  Brethren  by  gentle  Reprefentations, 
and  engaging  Examples  of  Beneficence,  than 
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reproach  any  of  them  unkindly  5  and  yet  re- 
femble  them  in  that  Deficiency,  for  which  we 
blame  them.  Their  Efteem  and  AfFe&ion  is 
well  worth  purchafmg  at  a  much  dearer  Rate : 
for  we  purchafe  consequentially  Strength  and 
Quiet  to  ourfelves.  We  were  once  in  the 
fame  State  of  Blindnefs  and  Bondage,  that  the 
poor  Wretches  of  that  Ifland  are :  let  us  ex- 
prefs  our  Gratitude  to  God  for  freeing  Us  from 
it,  by  endeavouring  to  free  Them.  We  have 
been  known  to  them  chiefly  hitherto  by  our 
Victories  and  juft  Severities :  let  us  now  mew 
them  our  compaffionate  Bounty ;  and  thus  ac- 
quaint them  with  the  true  Genius  of  Pro- 
teftantifm.  We  have  been  commonly  tradu- 
ced amongft  them,  as  deftitute  of  Religion : 
let  us  take  this  amiable  Method  of  confuting 
the  Imputation.  We  are  wealthy  ;  They  are 
indigent :  let  us  prove  our  Wealth  to  them  in 
the  moft  reputable,  the  moil  ufeful  Manner. 
We  fend  much  of  it  continually  to  Nations 
unrelated,  ill  affected  to  us,  for  Things  which 
do  us  no  Good,  but  Harm  :  let  us  flrike  off  a 
few  Articles  yearly  from  our  Vanity  and  Lux- 
ury; employ  the  Savings  to  advance  genuine 
Piety,  Loyalty  and  Induftry,  in  our  Sifter 
Ifland :  and  fo  benefit  ourfelves  and  her  at 
once.  We  of  the  Clergy  ought  in  all  things 
to  flew  ourfehes  Patterns  of  good  Works  *  : 
and  furely  then  for  the  Service  of  Religion,  of 
the  Proteftant  Religion,  of  a  People  fo  nearly 
allied  to  us.  Amongft  our  Laity  alfo,  unto 
*  Tit.  ii.  7. 
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ivhomfoever  much  is  given,  of  him  Jhall  much 
be  required*,  on  all  fitting  Occafions.  And 
there  ought  to  be  in  every  Man,  though  pof- 
fefled  only  of  moderate  Fortunes,  a  willing 
Mind,  according  to  that  he  hath  -f-.  But  how- 
ever excufable  many  fuch  may  be ;  they  who 
are  fprung  from  Ireland,  certainly  ought  to 
diftinguim  themfelves  in  forwarding  this  Cha- 
rity :  their  Relation  demands  it  of  them. 
They,  who  have  Eftates  there,  or  Incomes  of 
any  Sort  anting  from  thence,  mould  be  liberal 
to  it,  beyond  others,  who  have  no  fuch  Con- 
nexions. For  it  is  natural  to  be  generous  pe- 
culiarly in  the  Place,  from  which  their  Capa- 
city of  being  generous  proceeds.  And  the 
more  their  Circumftances  and  Stations  point 
out  to  them  to  refide  in  that  Place ;  if  they  do 
not,  the  more  ample  Amends  they  mould 
make  it  fome  other  Way  :  befides  that  what 
is  expended  there  to  encourage  Labour  and 
Liberty,  will  ere  long  greatly  encreafe  the 
Produce,  the  Rent,  the  Value  of  each  Perfons 
Lands. 

Thefe  Confiderations  are  laid  before  you, 
folely  for  your  cool  Reflexion  in  Retirement. 
No  Advantage  will  be  taken  of  any  fudden 
Impreffion,  which  they  may  poffibly  make 
now ;  or  of  the  Willingnefs  to  give,  or  Shame 
to  refufe,  that  might  accompany  the  focial 
Meal,  which  is  to  follow  our  prefent  Affem- 
bly.  This  is  treating  you  with  fingular  Deli- 

*  Luke  xij.  48.  f  2  Cor.  viii.  12. 
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cacy  and  Refpecl.  Certainly  it  will  not  fail 
of  moving  you  to  the  proper  Return,  of  fuch 
voluntary  deliberate  Donations,  yearly  or  oc- 
cafional,  as  beft  evidence  a  free  Heart.  Where 
they  will  be  received,  is  publickly  adver- 
tiled. 

But  then,  whilfl  we  join  with  our  Friends 
of  that  Kingdom  in  what  we  can  both  do,  we 
muft  rely  on  them  abfolutely  for  what  Infpec- 
tors  alone  can  do.  Much  Praife,  we  are  fen- 
fible,  they  have  merited  on  that  Account, 
from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft.  We  can  only 
exhort  them,  and  we  know  they  will  fujfer 
the  Word  of  Exhortation,  to  abound  more  and 
more  * ;  to  re-examine  frequently  the  Plan, 
and  fee  what  may  be  correded  or  improved 
in  it ;  the  Management,  and  fee  what  may 
infenfibly  have  gone  wrong,  or  been  relaxed  : 
to  hear  Objections  attentively  and  candidly, 
both  from  Approvers  and  Difapprovers  of  the 
Scheme ;  for  amongft  the  latter  may  be  Per- 
fons  of  Confequence  and  of  Value,  though 
under  the  Dominion  of  Prejudices  :  to  rectify 
or  vindicate  Things,  as  the  Cafe  requires  j 
and  not  let  their  Good  be  evi/fpoken  of-\-.  The 
Choice  of  Mailers  and  Miftreffes  for  the 
Schools  is  a  moft  efTential  Article  of  their 
Truft.  Thefe  ought  never  to  be  taken  from 
Motives  of  Self-Intereft,  Importunity,  Com- 
paiTion,  Cheapnefs  ;  or  any  other,  than  a  well- 
grounded  Perfuaiion,  that  they  are  qualified, 

*  fieo.  xiii.  22.     i  Thefl".  iv.  i.  f  Rom.  xiv.  16. 
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by  their  ferious  and  practical  Faith  in  the  Pro- 
teftant  Religion,  their  Skill  and  Diligence, 
their  Spirit  and  Temper,  to  teach  the  Chil- 
dren, committed  to  them,  their  Duty  to  God 
and  the  King,  together  with  the  Means  of  get- 
ting an  honeft  Livelihood.  For  neither  of 
thefe,  without  the  other,  will  fuffice.  But 
as  keeping  them  to  Work  may  be  more  for 
the  private  Emolument  of  the  Matter  or  Mif- 
trefs,  than  principling  them  well ;  and  a  Fai- 
lure in  the  former  is  more  eafily  perceived : 
there  muft  be  a  clofer  Watchfulnefs  over  the 
latter.  Yet  they  are  not  to  be  taught  an  un- 
charitable Vehemence  againft  Papifts,  like 
theirs  againft  Us ;  much  lefs  an  Imagination, 
that  fuch  Bitternefs  is  Religion  enough  :  but  a 
fervent  Affection  for  the  Doctrines  and  Pre- 
cepts of  primitive  Chriftianity,  with  a  con- 
fcientious  Dread  of  making  either  of  none  Effeft 
through  the  Commandments  and  'Traditions  of 
Men  *.  At  the  fame  Time,  whatever  Indul- 
gence, whatever  Appearance,  may  exalt  them, 
either  in  Reality,  or  but  in  Fancy,  beyond 
their  due  Rank,  is  to  be  prohibited  moil 
peremptorily.  If  Knowledge  of  Accounts,  or 
even  of  Writing,  will  tempt  them  to  think 
they  are  above  the  meaner!  Bufinefs  :  they  had 
much  better  have  little  or  none  of  it  imparted 
to  them.  And  in  all  Refpects  they  mould  be 
brought  up  fo,  as  will  induce  them  to  look 
upon  their  fubfequent  Apprenticeship  in  the 
Light  of  a  Preferment. 

*  Mark  vii.  7,  13.     Col.  ii.  8, 
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For  preferving  the  Institution  in  this  Vi- 
gour, it  will  be  extremely  material  to  keep  a 
frequent  Correfpondence,  entring  into  Parti- 
culars, with  the  local  Committee  of  every 
School  -,  to  compare  the  Management  of  one 
with  another,  diffufe  the  Notice  of  whatever 
good  Oeconomy  hath  been  any  where  intro- 
duced i  and  recommend  it  to  all,  who  can 
properly  make  Trial  of  it.  Once  *  a  prudent 
and  experienced  Peribn  was  fent  to  vifit  a  con- 
fiderable  Part  of  thefe  Foundations :  to  exa- 
mine their  State,  and  propofe  Diminutions  of 
Expences,  Improvements  of  their  Lands,  ufe- 
ful  Regulations  of  various  Kinds.  Poffibly  a 
Repetition  of  this  Practice,  at  moderate  Inter- 
vals, with  a  Report  to  the  Committee  at  Dub- 
lin of  what  had  appeared  on  the  Inquiry,  might 
have  more  good  Confequences,  than  can  be  at 
prefent  diftinctly  forefeen. 

In  putting  the  Children  out,  it  is  of  the 
utmoft  Moment,  that  the  Perfons,  who  take 
them,  be  not  only  nominal  Proteftants,  but 
real  Chriftians.  For  indeed  they  had  better 
turn  Papifts  again,  than  become  fuch  Profli- 
gates, as  the  Examples  and  common  Talk,  if 
may  be  feared,  of  fome  Families  would  make 
them.  Thev  had  better  think  wrong  in  feve- 
ral  Articles  of  Religion,  than  icorn  the  Whole  : 
and  be  ready  to  do  Mifchief  in  particular 
Points  occafionally,  than  in  all  conftantly. 
But  one  would  contrive  mofl  ftudioufly  to 

*   In  ths  Year  i  746. 
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fecure  them  from  both  :  and  for  that  Purpofe, 
if  poffible,  not  to  place  them  with  Popifli 
Fellow- Servants ;  at  leaft  without  a  Mixture 
of  others.  And  if  thofe  who  are  intrufted 
with  them,  would  but  have  the  Goodnefs  to 
beftow  fonie  peculiar  Attention  on  their  moral 
and  religious  Conduct,  it  might  often  prevent 
the  Lois  of  all  that  had  been  done  before  :  and 
both  they,  and  the  reft  of  their  Houfe,  as 
well  as  the  poor  Children,  would  be  the  bet- 
ter for  it. 

The  Priefts,  we  are  told,  purfue  them  to 
the  remoteft  Corners  of  the  Ifland,  in  Hopes 
of  recovering  them.  Surely  then  We  mould 
be  as  anxious  to  retain  them.  But  above  all, 
the  Miniflers  of  their  Parimes  ought  to  eye 
them  without  IntermifTion  ;  inculcate  upon 
them  the  moil  earned  Cautions  not  to  difcre- 
dit  their  Education ;  and  engage  them  in  the 
firmeft  Promifes,  whenever  they  are  attacked, 
either  in  Point  of  Doctrines  or  Duties,  to  ap- 
ply for  Help  from  Them  immediately.  Our 
Adverfaries  obtain  and  perpetuate  their  In- 
fluence over  their  People,  by  having  much 
Intercourie  with  them,  by  letting  themfelves 
down  to  them.  They  are  wife  in  their  Gene- 
ration *.  If  we  hope  to  be  a  Match  for  them, 
we  muft  imitate  them.  And  then,  as  They 
act  thus  partly  for  their  own  private  Ends,  and 
We  can  do  it  only  out  of  Kindnefs,  we  mall 
ib  far  have  the  Advantage.  Not  for  this  Rea- 

*  Luke  xvi.  8. 
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fon  only,  but  for  many  more,  Minifters  ought 
to  reilde  in  their  Parrfhes,  and  JO-A  Spiritual 
Things  where  they  reap  Carnal  *.  The  Le- 
giflature  ought  firft  to  make  Provifion  for  Re- 
lidence  in  a  fufficient  Number  of  Places,  then 
to  require  it.  And  mere  perfonal  Abode,  with 
a  legal  Performance  of  flated  Offices,  ought 
by  no  Means  to  be  regarded  as  the  Subftance 
of  parochial  Duty.  It  is  not  a  formal  and  in- 
dolent, much  leis  a-  gay  and  voluptuous,  but 
a  felf-denying,  condefcending,  pains-taking 
Clergy,  that  will  do  Good  :  who  are  inftant 
in  Seafon  and  out  cf  Seafon  -j- :  who  knowing 
the  Terrors  of  the  Lord,  perfuade  Men  J  to 
avoid  them;  who  loving  his  Promifes,  invite 
Men  to  partake  of  them.  Now,  if  the  Laity 
would  have  fuch  Paftors  as  thefe,  they  muft 
prefer  and  recommend  fuch,  difcountenancing 
others.  And  if  they  would  have  the  Labours 
of  thefe  effectual,  they  muft  permit  them  to 
have  a  due  Effect  upon  themfelves.  Elfe  our 
Religion  will  be  reproached  and  blafphemed 
for  their  Sakes  :  which,  would  they  obferve 
its  Rules,  we  might  hope  to  fee  honoured  and 
embraced.  For  it  is  remarkable,  that  in  thofe 
Counties  of  Ireland,  where  Proteftants  are 
ftricteft,  Papifls  are  feweft. 

But  then,  if  whilft  We  in  England  fay  thefe 
Things  to  our  Neighbours  over  the  Water, 
we  fet  them  a  Pattern  of  doing  the  contrary  •, 
if  our  Laity  are  profane,  if  our  Clergy  are 

*  i  Cor.  ix.  ii.          t  2  Tim.  i*   2.  J  2  Cor.  v.  n. 
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fupine:  we  {hall  exhort  Them  with  an  ill 
Grace  and  fmall  Succefs.  Therefore  let  Us 
begin  to  amend,  and  there  will  be  fome  Pro- 
fpect  of  Their  following.  Or  if  They  begin, 
let  Us  think  it  more  Honour  to  copy  them  in 
what  is  right,  than  to  lead  them  in  what  is 
wrong.  And  God  grant  we  may  Both  conjider 
one  another,  to  provoke  unto  Love  and  good 
Works  -,  and  Jo  much  the  more,  as  we  fee  the 
Day  approaching  * :  too  probably  the  Day  of 
national  Calamity,  unlefs  we  avert  it  by  a  fpeedy 
Reformation  -,  but  certainly  the  Day  of  Death, 
and  that  awful  Account,  which  every  one  flail 
give  of  himfelfto  God  -f . 

*  Heb.  x.  4,  25.  f  Rom.  xiv.  12, 
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JOHN  xvi.  2,  3. 

They  jl.'till  put  you  out  of  the  Synagogues:  yeay 
the  'Time  comet  ht  that  ivhofoever  killeth  you, 
'will  think,  that  be  doth  God  Service. 

And  thej'e  Things  •will  they  do  unto  you,  becaufe 
they  have  not  known  the  Father ,  nor  me. 

THE  various  Evils  of  human  Life  are,  all  of 
them,  juft  Matter  of  ferious  and  melan- 
choly Coniideration :  but  each  in  its  due  Pro- 
portion and  Degree.  Such  of 'them,  as  flow 
of  Neceffity  from  that  Order  of  Things,  which 
Providence  eftablimed  in  Confequence  o£Man's 
original  Tranf^reffion,  are  undoubtedly  very 
heavy  and  afRiding  :  Labour,  Pain,  Sicknefs, 
Death  ;  whether  befalling  Us,  or  our  Friends. 
But  a  great  Alleviation  of  them  is,  that  God 
inflicts  them  on  us,  not  Man ;  and  ufes  them 
to  ferve  excellent  Purpofes,  of  teaching  us 
Refignation  to  Himfelf,  and  Compaffion  to 
each  other  ;  of  weaning  us  from  this  World, 
and  exciting  in  our  Hearts  earned  Delires  of  a 
Z  3  better. 
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better.  So  that  thefe  Calamities,  being  a 
wholcfome,  though  rough,  Exercife  of  our 
Virtue  and  Piety,  may  he  confidered,  in  this 
View,  with  Comfort  enough.  But  fuch  as 
proceed  from  our  own  mutual  Injuries,  though 
even  thefe  •work  together  Jor  Good  to  them  that 
love  God**,  are  a  Ground  for  much  deeper 
Concern  :  for  here  is  Guilt,  as  well  as  Suffer- 
ing :  Mankind  not  only  multiplying  prefent 
Torments,  very  needlefsJy,  one  to  another, 
but  treafuring  up  future  and  eternal  ones  to 
themfelves :  defeating,  as  far  as  Creatures  are 
able,  the  gracious  Defigns  of  the  Creator  of 
all  ;  and. turning  his  World  into  the  very  con- 
trary of  what  he  intended  it  fhould  be. 

Well  might  one  have  hoped,  that -our.natu- 
ral  Principles  of  Humanity,  at  leafl  of  Reli- 

flon,  would  have  fo  far  retrained  us,  that 
vila  of  this  Kind,  if  they  exifted  at. all,  mould 
Act.be  frequent,  or  extreme.  But  early  and 
general  Experience  hath  too  fully  confuted 
iiich  Imaginations.  However,  when  Revela- 
tion came  in  .to  the  Aid  of  Reafon,  giving  fo 
much  clearer  Notice  of  our  Duty,  and  ftronger 
Motives  to  it ;  one  mould  firmly  have  expect- 
ed, that  the  Voice  of  God,  fpeaking  exprefsly 
'from  jHeaven,  muft  have  produced  a  general 
and  a  lafting  Reformation.  .  But,  inftead  of 
this,  a  new  Gloom  anies  from  hence,  to  make 
our  View  dill  more  difcouraging.  We  fee 
jeyealed  Religion,  as  w:ell  as  natural,  profe/T- 

•  Rom.  viii.  28. 
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cdly  fcorned  by  many,  and  ierioufly  regarded 
by  very  few.  Yet,  though  it  hath  but  little 
Influence,  were  all  that  Influence  good,  there 
would  flill  be  fome  Joy.  But  to  have  the  very 
Light,  which  is  in  ur,  become  Darknefs  * ; 
and  what  was  calculated,  beyond  all  Things, 
to  make  us  good  and  happy,  perverted  to  make 
us  wicked  and  miierable,  this  completes  the 
Sorrow. 

Yet  fo  it  is  :  the  Gold  itfelf  is  become  dim ; 
the  mqft  fine  Gold  changed  -f~.  The  Piety  of 
the  patriarchal  Ages  degenerated  very  early 
into  pernicious  Idolatries,  full  of  Rites  impure 
and  barbarous.  And  no  fooner  almoir.  were 
the  Jens  reformed  effectually  from  the  Wor- 
fhip  of  falfe  Gods,  than  their  Zeal  for  the  true 
one  became,  by  Degrees,  fo  blind  and  fierce, 
that  the  Condition  of  many  of  them  might 
feem  not  to  be  extremely  altered  for  the  bet- 
ter. Towards  the  Heathen,  and  one  another, 
indeed  their  Bitternefs  might  ufually  defend 
itfelf  by  the  Plea  of  antecedent  Provocation. : 
but  their  Treatment  of  Christianity,  when  it 
appeared,  was  void  of  all  Excufe.  That  per- 
fectly benevolent  Doctrine,  recommended  -to 
them  by  every  Inftance  of  unmixed  Goodnels 
attending  its  Delivery,  if  it  had  not  Charms 
enough  to  attract  their  Love,  had  furely  no- 
thing to  excite  their  Hatred.  Yet  fuch  was 
the  Turn  of  this  perverfe  Nation,  that  even 
their  own  Mefliah,  'the  Hope  of  Ijrael  J,  con- 

*  Matth.  vi.  23.          f  Lara.  ir.  i.          J  Afts  xxviiJ.  20. 
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tradicling  their  favourite  Scheme,  of  devoutly 
indulging  their  Lufis,  and  pioufly  tyrannizing 
over  the  reft  of  the  World  ;  they  crucified 
Him,  and  purfued  his  Followers,  with  that 
inhuman  Bigotry,  which,  in  the  Words  of 
the  Text,  he  foretold  they  would. 

Nor  did  this  wicked  Spirit  actuate  Them 
alone  :  but  the  Heathens  alfo,  who  had  borne, 
for  the  mod  Part,  very  patiently,  with  the 
infinite  Variety  of  one  anothers  Gods ;  who 
had  long  borne  with  the  Jewijh  Religion,  as 
oppofite  to  all  their  own,  as  could  be  -,  yet 
perfecuted  the  Chriftians  with  a  moft  barba- 
rous Rage,  for  three  hundred  Years  :  till  at 
length,  triumphing  over  Cruelty  with  mere 
Patience  and  Innocence,  it  gradually  became 
the  eftablifhed  Belief  of  the  Roman  Em- 
pire. 

And  then,  at  leaft,  would  a  compaffionate 
Spectator  of  the  Courfe  of  this  World,  tired 
out  with  the  Sins  and  Miferies  of  it,  have 
furely  thought,  the  Time  mutt  be  come  now, 
to  lift  up  his  Head*,  and  rejoice  in  the  happy 
Change.  For  who  could  porlibly  imagine, 
that  the  Profeffors  of  fo  merciful  a  Religion, 
efpecially  after  experiencing  fo  long  the  Evil  of 
Perfecution  themielves,  would  ever  be  brought 
to  exercifs  it  on  their  own  Brethren.  But  how 
then  foould  the  Scriptures  be  fulfilled y  that  thus 
it  muji  be  f  ?  The  Wifdom  of  God  forefaw 

*  Luke  AX!.  z§.  t  Matth.  xxvi.  54. 
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and  foretold,  what  could  not  but  feem  to  the 
firft:  Difciples  very  incredible  in  itfelf,  that, 
by  quick  Degrees,  their  Succeffors  would  bring 
into  the  Chriftian  Church  almoft  all  the  Cor- 
ruptions, which  they  had  heard  their  Mailer 
condemn  in  the  "Jewijh :  human  Additions  to 
the  Law  of  God  ;  human  'Traditions,  that 
made  it  of  no  Effeft  *  >  dimoneft  Zeal  to  gain 
Profelytes ;  implacable  Refentment  againft  all, 
who  differed  from  them. 

Too  foon,  and  too  wide,  did  thefe  Offences 
fpread  among  the  profeffed  Followers  of  Chrift : 
and  would  God  any  Part  of  them  were  quite 
innocent,  that  ever  had  the  Power  of  being 
guilty.  But  unfpeakably  the  deepeftRoot  did 
this  Evil  take  in  the  See  of  Rome :  which  be- 
gun furprizingly  early  to  verify  of  itfelf  one 
Part  of  our  Saviour's  Words,  by  putting  out 
of  the  Synagogue,  excommunicating,  oratleaft 
attempting  to  excommunicate,  without  Caufe, 
the  Churches  of  AJia,  in  the  Controverfy  of 
Barter :  and  employed  afterwards,  at  fome 
Times  the  Dignity  of  the  Imperial  Seat,  at 
others  the  Reverence  of  a  principal  apoftolick 
Foundation,  to  obtain  continually  frem  Ac- 
ceffions  of  Power ;  till  at  length  a  Biihop  of 
that  See  in  the  feventh  Century  -f-  affumed  the 
Title,  which  his  almoft  immediate  Prede- 
ceffor  J  had  declared  to  be  a  Mark  of  Anti- 
chriit ;  that  of  the  Umverfal  Paftor  of  ChruTs 

*  Matth.  xv.  6.     Mark  vii.  13.  f  Boniface  the  Third. 

J  Gregory  the  Firft. 
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Church.  And  his  SuccefTors  took  effectual 
Care,  that  it  mould  be  fed  with  fuch  Doc- 
trines mod  diligently,  as  were  moft  fubfer- 
vient  to  their  wicked  Defigns.  All,  who  op- 
pofcd  any  of  their  Novelties,  but  eipecially 
any  new  Claim  of  Authority,  they  prolecuted 
with  infinitely  greater  Vehemence,  than  if 
guilty  of  the  groiTeil  Immoralities  :  and  not 
only  fubjected  them  to  the  utmofl  Rigour  of 
fpiritual  Cenfures,  but  to  the  heaviefl  -tempo- 
ral Penalties  that  they  could ;  and,  at  length, 
to  Death  itfelf. 

Even  over  Princes,  in  procefs  of  Time,  was 
this  unwarrantable  Dominion  extended  :  and 
having  often  been  exercifcd  in  fact,  was  in  the 
laft  Place  openly  averted,  as  a  juft  Right. 
For  the  fourth  Council  of  Lateran,  held  in 
the  Year  1215,  and  pretended  to  be  a  gene- 
ral, and  therefore  infallible  one,  after  begin- 
ning with  a  Creed,  of  which  Tranfubftantia- 
tion,  then  firft  eftablifhed,  made  a  Part ;  pro- 
ceeds, in  the  third  Canon,  to  decree,  "  that 
'*  all  Deniers  of  that,  or  any  other  of  the 
"  [pretended]  Catholick  Doctrines,  be  excom- 
"  municated,  and  punimed  by  the  fecular  Arm  : 
**  that  all,  who  are  fufpected,  unlefs  they  clear 
"  themfelves  within  a  Year,  be  deemed  Here- 
"  ticks;  and  that  all  civil  Powers,  of  what 
"  Rank  foever,  be  admonimed,  and,  if  Need 
*'  require,  compelled  by  eccleliaftical  Cenfures, 
<{  to  fwear,  that  they  will  extirpate  all  Ilere- 
*(  ticks  out  of  their  Territories :  and  if  any  of 

"  them 
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"  them  refufes  it,  that  he  alfo  be  excommuni- 
"  cated  j  and  if  he  give  not  Satisfaction  with- 
•'  in  a  Year,  the  Pope  fhall  declare  his  Sub- 
"  jects  to  be  free  from  their  Oath  of  Fidelity, 
"  and    give   his    Dominions    to    Catholicks ; 
"  who  driving  Herefy  out  of  them,  may  pof- 
"*?  fefs  them  without  Contradiction,  and  pre- 
"  Jferve   them  in   the  Purity  of  the  Faith." 
Theie  are  the  Words  of  that  Canon.     Nay  fur- 
ther ftill ;  the  fame  Council  gives  to  all,  who, 
taking  upon  them  the  Badge  of  the  Crofs,  {hall 
fi^ht  againft  Hereticks,  the  fame  fpiritual  Pri- 
vileges and  Indulgences,  as  if  they  fought  a- 
-gainft  Infidels.     For  making  War  on  the  latter, 
merely  for  the  Sake  of  their  Religion,  though 
a  moft  unchriftian  Employment,  they  had  al- 
ready, for  felfim  Ends,  taught  to  be  merito- 
rious.    And  having  now  raifed  fighting  againft 
the  former  to  the  fame  Degree  of  Merit,  they 
foon  effected  the  Destruction  not  only  of  the 
Albigenfes,  a  very  blameable  Sect,  but  of  the 
poor  y/aldenfcs  likewife,  much  better  Believers 
than  themfelves ;  thus  fulfilling  the  fecond  Part 
of  our    Saviour's   Prediction,    Tea,  the    Time 
comet b,  that  ewhofoe"oer  killetb  you,  will  think, 
'that  he  doth  God  Service. 

After  thefe  Beginnings,  the  Inftances,  that 
followed,  of  Popifh  Ufurpation,  Treachery 
and  Cruelty,  in  every  Nation  of  Europe,  every 
Nation  upon  Earth,  in  which  Popery  hath  got 
Footing,  have  been  fo  numerous,  that  the  Time 
would  fail  me  even  to  name  them:  and  there- 
fore 
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fore  I  {hall  confine  myfelf  to  a  general  men- 
tion of  fuch,  as  have  happened  in  a  Country, 
which,  God  be  thanked,  hath  felt  much  lefs 
of  them,  than  many  others;  I  mean  our  own. 
And  this  I  mail  do  without  Bitternefs,  far 
from  exaggerating  any  one  Fact,  or  dwelling 
with  the  leaft  Pleafure  on  Things  fo  difhonour- 
able  to  the  Chriftian  Profeffion ;  and  much 
too  mournful  to  be  remembered,  if  it  were 

iafe  to  forget  them. 

f 

No  fooner  *  had  King  Henry  the  Eighth 
been  declared,  what  he  undoubtedly  was,  the 
fupreme  Head  of  the  Clergy  as  well  as  Laity, 
in  his  own  Kingdom  -,  but,  though  he  had 
meddled  with  no  one  Point  of  the  Romijb 
Doctrine  belides  ;  nay,  was  fo  far  from  being 
a  Proteftant,  that  all  his  Life  long  he  burnt 
others  for  being  fo;  yet  Pope  Paul  the  Third 
pronounced  him,  by  a  Bull,  to  have  forfeited 
his  Crown,  required  all  his  Subjects  to  revolt 
from  him;  and  all  Chriftian  Kings  to  make 
War  upon  him.  And  in  fa<5l  this  produced 
fome  dangerous  Infurredions,  both  in  his 
Reign,  and  that  of  his  Son  Ed-ward  the  Sixth  ; 
under  whom  no  Papift  was  put  to  Death  on 
Account  of  Religion,  excepting  fuch  as  rebel- 
led on  Account  of  it.  How  deftructive  to 
Proteflants  the  fliort  Reign  of  his  Sifter  Queen 

*  The  following  Fads  are  chiefly  taken  from  Foulh's  Hif- 
tory  of  Ronijb  Treafons,  fo!.  1673,  a  Difcourfe  concerning 
the  Original  of  the  Powder  Plot,  4to,  1674,  and  a  Book 
i -.titled,  'lie  Guxps'vceler  Treaj'on,  republiflied,  with  a  Preface  by 
Biihop  PsrW/Svo,  1679. 
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Mary  was,  notwithstanding  their  raifmg  her 
to  the  Throne,  and  notwithftanding  her  fo- 
lemn  Promifes  to  them,  we  all  know.  Yet, 
in  the  firft  ten  Years  of  her  Succeflbr  Queen 
Elizabeth,  not  one  Papift,  not  one  of  the  Per- 
fecutors,  fuffered ;  hut  all  enjoyed  quietly  the 
private  Exercife  of  their  own  Worihip.  In- 
deed almoft  all  of  them  conformed  publickly 
to  the  eftablifhed  Church ;  till,  in  her  eleventh 
Year,  Pope  Pius  the  Fifth  forbad  it;  and 
finding  his  fecret  Defigns  ineffectual,  com- 
manded, by  a  Bull,  the  whole  Nation  to  rebel 
againft  her  ;  and  denounced  a  Curfe  againfl 
all,  that  mould  obey  her :  which  Order  of 
his  a  daring  Traitor  publimed  in  the  City  of 
London ;  and  receiving  for  it  the  Reward, 
which  he  deferved,  is  the  firft  Martyr,  of 
•whom  the  Romanifts  have  to  boaft  in  her 
Reign :  for  a  real  Martyr  they  account  him. 
And  the  famous  Tbuanus,  a  French  Hiftorian 
of  their  own  Communion,  having  called  this 
Man's  Deed  a  ram  Action ;  even  fo  gentle  a 
Cenfure  was  ordered  by  the  Court  of  Rome  to 
be  ftruck  out  of  his  Book. 

Immediately  after  this,  they  began  to  fepa- 
rate  from  the  Church,  and  rebel  againft  the 
State  :  and  though  very  unfuccefsful,  yet  held 
themfelves  bound  by  the  Pope's  Anathema  to 
rebel  on  ;  till  his  SucceiTor,  Gregory  the  Thir- 
teenth, pitying  the  Dangers,  to  which  they 
bad  expofed  themfelves,  for  ten  Years  toge- 
ther, gave  them  at  length  a  Permi<Tion  in 

Form 
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Form  to  be  quiet ;  provided  it  were  no  longer, 
than  till  the  abovementioned  Bull  could  be 
openly  executed.  In  the  mean  while,  ano- 
ther Method  was  taken,  of  private  Attempts 
to  murder  the  Queen.  Many  fuch  there  were; 
and  almoft  all  of  them  encouraged  by  the  Con- 
ferTors  of  the  Wretches,  who  engaged  in  them  : 
particularly  by  thofe  of  that  new  invented  Or- 
der, which  hath  profanely  diftinguifhed,  by 
the  Name  of  the  meek  and  holy  Jejus,  the 
moft  bloody  and  faithlefs  Combination  of  Men, 
whom  the  Sun  ever  beheld;  among  whofe 
fundamental  Conftitutions  it  is,  that  what- 
ever their  Superior  commands,  they  mail  al- 
ways think  lawful ;  and  renouncing  blindly 
their  own  Judgment,  receive  the  Word,  that 
comes  out  of  his  Mouth,  as  that  of  Chrift 
himfelf.  This  is  that  Society,  which  one  of 
themfelves,  Father  Campian,  in  a  Letter  to 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Council,  declares,  have 
entered  into  a  Covenant,  to  deftroy,  by  all 
Methods  they  can,  all  Heretick  Princes ;  in 
which,  he  fays,  they  will  perlift,  fo  long  as 
one  of  them  remains  in  Being.  And  this  Man 
alfo,  being  executed  here  for  Treafon,  is  re- 
puted by  his  Brethren  a  Martyr. 

No  Wonder,  if  in  fuch  a  State  of  Things, 
at  length  fevere  Laws  were  made.  None  fuch 
had  been  made  in  the  firft  twelve  Years  of  the 
Queen's  Reign  :  nor  was  it  capital  for  Priefts 
to  be  in  England*  till  the  twenty-  feventh  : 
when  the  better  Sort,  even  of  themfelves,  ac- 
knowledged 
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knowledged  the  Treafons  of  the  reft  to  have 
deferved  it.  After  this,  freih  Attempts  fol- 
lowed ;  the  Spanish  Invafion,  and  the  Irijh 
Rebellion,  both  excited  and  blerTed  by  the 
Pope :  befides  Endeavours  to  raife  Infurrec- 
tions  here ;  in  which  Garnet,  the  Superior  of 
the  Englifo  Jefuits,  was  deeply  concerned  :  to 
whom,  as  himfelf  owned,  Orders  were  fent 
by  the  Pope,  forbidding  all  Catholicks  to  ad- 
mit any  Peribn  for  King,  on  the  Queen's 
Death,  however  near  in  Blood,  unlefs  he 
would  fwear  to  promote  their  Caufe  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  Power.  But  failing  of  Succefs, 
he  procured  a  Pardon  from  King  "James  for  all 
his  paft  Treafons,  and  then  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  commit  new  ones. 

For  in  the  firft  Year  of  that  Monarch's 
Reign  was  the  execrable  Deiign  of  this  Day 
formed,  though  Accidents  deferred  its  Exe- 
cution. He,  in  the  mean  Time,  permitted 
no  Severity  againft  Papifts,  excepting  two 
Prieih  who  fuffered  for  a  treafonable  Plot ; 
fpoke  favourably  of  them  to  his  Parliament, 
honoured  feveral  of  them  with  Accefs  to  his 
Perfon,  with  Knighthood  ;  with  Regards,  that 
made  fome  of  his  Proteftant  Subjects  jealous. 
Yet  did  not  all  this  hinder  the  Confpirators 
from  purfuing  fteadily  the  mofl  mocking  De- 
fign,  that  ever  entered  into  the  Heart  of  Man. 
A  fmall  Scruple  indeed  fome  of  them  had  ; 
that  a  few  of  their  own  Communion  muft 
have  died  with  the  relt.  But  this  was 
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foon  removed  by  their  ConfefTors ;  and  the 
holy  Sacrament  made  the  Bond  of  fo  horrid  an 
Impiety.  Meafures  were  concerted  for  an  In- 
furreition  at  home,  for  an  Invalion  from  abroad 
to  fupport  it :  Prayers  offered  up,  both  here 
and  at  Rome,  for  the  Succefs  of  their  Enter- 
prize  :  which  a  good  Providence  difcovered, 
but  a  few  Hours  before  it  was  to  have  been 
executed.  Then  they  broke  out  into  a  defpe- 
rate  Attempt  of  an  open  Rebellion,  in  which 
fome  of  them  perimed  -,  fome,  that  were  taken, 
gloried  in  their  Defign  to  the  laft :  others  in- 
deed condemned  themfelves  :  and  a  great  Part 
of  their  Communion  condemn  them  now,  as 
is  the  ufual  Fate  of  unfuccefsful  Treafons.  Yet 
Garnet ;,  who  was  executed  for  it,  and  owned 
himfelf  privy  to  it,  paffes  amongft  them  for  a 
Saint  and  Martyr.  Tefmondj  another  Jefuit 
concerned  in  it,  efcaping  to  Rome,  was  made 
Penitentiary  to  the  Pope  :  who  himfelf,  as  one 
of  the  fame  Order  affirms,  was  acquainted 
with  the  Defign,  and  had  proper  Bulls  ready 
to  iflue  on  the  Succefs  of  it. 

After  this  Difcovery,  alarming  as  it  was, 
the  moil  moderate  Counfels  were  taken  ;  and 
an  Oath  formed,  to  diftinguifh  the  better  Sort 
of  them  from  the  reft :  in  which  they  were 
only  to  engage,  that  notwithstanding  any  Bull 
or  Difpenfation  from  the  Pope,  they  would 
bear  true  Faith  and  Allegiance  to  the  King. 
Many  amongft  them  took  this  :  but  imme- 
diately what  they  had  done  was  condemned 
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at  Rome:  Blackwell,  their  Archpricft  here; 
was  deprived  of  his  Dignity,  for  being  one  of* 
them :  and  all  Catholicks  were  commanded 
abfolutely  to  foffer  Death,  if  Need  were,  ra- 
ther than  take  the  Oath. 

In  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Firft,  the 
fame  Prohibition  was  repeated :  and  the  Irifh 
Maffacre  of  fo  many  thoufand  Proteftants,  in 
cold  Blood,  gave  a  new  Proof  of  Popifh  Trea- 
chery and  Inhumanity.     With  a  very  ill  Grace 
did  they  pretend,    after  this,    to  diftinguifh 
themfelves  for  good  Subjects  in  the  two  next 
Reigns  t  when,  to  pafs  over  the  Popifh  Plot 
in  the  former,  the  Conduct  of  the  latter  too 
fully  (hewed,  at  what  Point  all  this  boafted 
Loyalty  was  aimed.     They  had  perverted  that 
unhappy  Prince,  King  James  the  Second,  td 
an  enthufiaftick  Zeal  for  their  Faith,  and  of 
confequence  for  reftoring  it  here.     In  vain  did 
he  take  the  moft  folemn  Oaths  to  maintain  our 
Religion  and  Liberties.     He  could  not  prevail 
on  himfelf  to  put  on  the  Appearance  of  keep- 
ing them,  even  for  a  few  Years :  but  invaded 
the  whole  ConfKtution  with  fuch  hafty  Steps 
to  its  Ruin,  that  our  Fathers  beheld  Popery 
ruming  inftantly  upon  them,  armed  with  all 
the  Terrors  of  arbitrary  Power  j  and,  befides 
the  ancient  Inftances  of  its  Barbarity,  they  had 
a  dreadful  freih  one  juft  before  their  Eyes,  in 
the  miferable  Banifhrrtent  of  their  Brethren; 
the  French  Proteftants,  contrary  to  all  Faith; 
to  all  Pity.     But,  juft  when  every  Thing, 
A  a  which 
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which  they  feared,  was  beginning  to  fall  on 
them  in  this  Nation,  and  had  begun  to  fall  on 
them  in  Ireland  ;  then  it  pleafed  God  to  en- 
dear to  us  a  fecond  Time  this  Day,  by  the 
Landing  of  our  great  Deliverer.;  who  fucceed- 
ed  to  the  Throne,  left  vacant ;  and  from  whom 
is  derived  to  us,  we  hope,  a  perpetual  Se- 
curity in  our  prefent  happy  Eftablifhment. 

Moved  by  this  Recital  of  the  dreadful  Evils, 
which  religious  Intolerance  hath  committed 
and  attempted  ;  fome  perhaps  may  accufe  R&- 
ligion  itfelf,  as  hurtful  to  Society.  And  un- 
doubtedly falfe  Notions  of  it  may  be  detri- 
mental, and  fometimes  even  pernicious.  But 
fo  may  falfe  Notions  of  parental  Affection, 
conjugal  Tendernefs,  Gratitude,  every  Motive 
to  Adtion.  Yet  this  was  never  thought  an 
Argument  againfl  the  Principles  themlelves. 
And  if  any  Thing  be  fitted  to  do  Good  and  no 
Harm  on  Earth,  true  Religion  certainly  is. 
Natural  Religion  is  univerfally  acknowledged 
to  be  mild  and  humane.  Chriftianity  indeed 
fome  have  done  their  -utmoft  to  pervert.  But 
let  either  the  bit-tereil  Zealot,  or  the  moil 
bigotted  Infidel,  mew,  if  they  can,  one  In- 
ftance,  in  which  the  Gofpel  gives  the  leaft 
Pretence  for  pious  Cruelty.  Every  where  it 
breathes  Mildnefs,  Patience,  Forbearance  :  en- 
joins Chriflians,  of  ever  fo  different  Opinions, 
to  receive  one  another  in  mutual  Chanty  :  and 
even,  of  thofe  who  are  no  Chriflians,  it  per- 
mits us  not 4o  judge  hardly;  much  lefs  to  ufe 
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them  unmercifully.     If  then  fome,  who  pro- 
fefs  this  Faith,  will  adl  in  Defiance  to  it,  let 
them  bear  their  Condemnation.     But  to  charge 
their  Guilt  on  Chriftianity,  would  be  like  cen- 
furing  the  legal  Conftitution  of  any  Govern- 
ment, becaufe  they,  who  rebel  againft  it,  be*, 
have  unjuftifiably.     For  indeed  the  Spirit  of 
Perfecution  is  Rebellion  againft  Chrift,  under 
Pretence  of  a  Commiffion  from  him  :  it  is  the 
Man  of  Sin,  Jit  ting  as  God  in  the  Temple  of 
God  *.     And  where  it  is  not  deligned  Impiety, 
it  is  the  grofieft  Ignorance,  both  of  the  Attri- 
butes of  our  Maker,  and  the  Precepts  of  our 
Redeemer,  as  the  Words  of  the  Text  exprefsly 
declare  :  Thefe   Things  ivill  they  do  unto  you, 
becaufe   they  have  not  known  the  Father  nor 
me.     And   the  Remedy  for  this  Evil  is,  not 
cafting  off  the  Regard,  which  we  owe  to  God, 
but  eftablifliing  juft  and  worthy  Notions  of 
his  Service  in  the  Minds  of  Men :  which,  in 
Proportion  as  they  prevail,  will  banifh  Enthu- 
frafm  and  Superftition  from  off  the  Earth  : 
whereas,  if  true  Religion  be  once  loft,  every 
abfurd  Opinion,  as  well  as  mifchievous  Prac- 
-tice,  may  fpring  up  in  its  ftead.     If  Atheifm 
could  take  Place,  it  muft  vifibly  be  the  Ruin 
.of  Society.     But  it  cannot.     There  is  an  ir- 
refiftible  Bent  in  the  human  Mind  to  reverence 
an  invifible  Power :  and  if  Men  are  not  di- 
rected to  dp.  it  in  a  right  Manner,  they  will 
do  it  in  a  wrong.     Therefore  the  certain  Con- 
fequence  of  abandoning  true  Piety,  is  be'com- 
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ing  a  Prey  to  falfe.  And  accordingly  the 
Emiffaries  of  the  Church  of  Rome  have  never 
been  either  more  active,  or  more  fuccefsful, 
than  fince  the  aftoniihing  Increafe  of  Profane- 
nefs,  and  Indifference  to  Religion,  amongfl 
us,  have  given  them  fo  unguarded  an  Open- 
ing for  the  re-eflabliming  their  ancient  Do- 
minion. 

Still  how  unjufl  foever  it  may  be  to  think 
hardly  of  Chriftianity  on  their  Account,  yet 
at  leaft  thefe  Corrupters  of  it,  perhaps  we  may 
think,  cannot  well  be  abhorred  too  much,  or 
treated  too  feverely.  But  God  forbid,  that  we 
mould  imitate,  however  provoked,  what  we 
condemn ;  or  charge  bn  every  particular  Papift, 
what  we  cannot  but  charge  on  Popery  in  ge- 
neral. Many  of  them  doubtlefs  are  well- 
meaning  Perfons,  from  whom  both  the  Prin- 
ciples, and  the  Practices  above  mentioned,  are 
concealed,  as  much  as  ever  they  can,  by  art- 
ful Difguifes,  or  bold  Denials ;  and  who  think 
in  thdr  Confciences,  that  nothing  fhould  in- 
duce Them  to  commit  the  Crimes,  of  which 
their  Forefathers  have  been  accufed.  Yet  not- 
withftanding,  were  that  Authority,  in  which 
they  profefs  an  implicit  Faith,  to  command 
their  Affiftance  in  ever  ib  wicked  an  Enter- 
prise, at  a  critical  Juncture ;  on  what  Grounds 
the  mod  unwilling  of  them  all  could  refufe, 
one  doth  not  fee.  In  the  mean  while  indeed 
tru-y  may  be  much  better  Perfons,  than  their 
Religion,  did  they  know  the  Depths  of  it, 
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would  allow  them  to  be.  And  even  amongft 
the  worft  of  them,  great  Numbers  may  be 
intitled  to  our  Saviour's  Plea  for  his  Cruci- 
fiers  :  Father  forgive  them  :  for  they  know  not 
'what  they  do  *.  But  fuch  ignorant  Zeal, 
though  it  alleviates  their  Guilt,  increafes  the 
Danger  from  them :  and  they  muft  allow 
Communities  of  a  different  Faith,  to  defend 
themfelves  againfl  that  Danger  mofl  watch- 
fully. 

Ours  hath  done  it  by  penal  Statutes,  terH- 
ble  in  Appearance,  but  extorted  by  the  Ne- 
ceffity  of"  the  Times ;  and  fo  entirely  fufpended, 
as  that  Neceflity  leftened,  that  they,  who  have 
every  where  broke  through  all  Laws,  divine 
and  human,  to  deftroy  the  Proteftant  Religion, 
without  fp-aring  it  in  a  fmgle  Inftance,  where 
they  could  fupprefs  it  with  Safety,  have  long 
enjoyed  unmolefted  the  Exercife  of  their  own, 
notwithftanding  fo  many  legal  Provifions  to 
the  contrary,  notwithftanding  their  numerous 
Attempts    againfl  former  Government,    not- 
withftanding their  general  Refufal  to  own  and 
give  Security  to  the  prefent.     God  forbid,  that 
we  £hould  envy  them  this  Indulgence  :  God 
grant,  they  may  learn  to  imitate  our  Mildnefs  I 
Of  that  indeed  there  is  little  Hope.     Yet  ftill 
let  Us  continue  to  a<St,  as  Chriftians  ought; 
and  add  to  the  publick  Lenity  of  our  Superiors, 
every  prudent  Inftance  of  kind  Behaviour  in 
private  Life :  never  indeed  affecting  or  entering 
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into  dangerous  Intimacies  with  them,  but 
never  giving  needlefs  Provocation,  even  to  the 
worft ;  much  lefs  grieving  the  better-minded, 
by  upbraiding  Remembrances  of  pail  Things. 
Let  us  in  every  other  Refpect  absolutely  for- 
get all,  that  they  have  done  or  attempted  : 
only  not  forget  due  Thankfulnefs  to  God,  that 
they  have  not  iucceeded  hitherto;  and  due 
Precaution  that  they  may  not  fucceed  here- 
after ;  either  by  open  Force,  or  fuch  private 
Arts  of  increafing  the  Number  of  their  Pro- 
felytes,  as  may  enable  them  to  ufe  Force  when 
-they  will.  For  the  Spirit  of  that  Church, 
though  iludiouily  concealed,  is  flill  the  fame. 
Not  one  of  the  vileft  Actions,  done  to  ferve 
it,  have  they  ever  by  publick  Authority  con- 
demned, liberal  as  they  are  of  Condemnations 
in  other  Cafes;  not  one  of  the  moil  extrava- 
gant Claims,  made  in  Favour  of  it,  have  they 
ever  difowned.  And  they  cannot  difown  with 
common  Modefty,  though  they  force  them- 
felves  to  do  it  fometimes,  that  they  hold  all 
Promifes  and  Oaths  to  be  void,  which  they 
make  to  the  Prejudice  of  their  Religion  or 
Church :  for  it  is  the  exprefs  Language  of 
their  infallible  Guides,  their  Popes  and  their 
Councils.  It  is  very  true,  their  Practices  of 
late  have  not  been  fo  enormous,  as  formerly  : 
the  Temper  of  Mankind  is  milder ;  their  In- 
fluences on  the  Princes  of  the  Earth  is  lefs ; 
and  they  have  the  Wifdom  not  to  threaten, 
while  they  cannot  ftrike.  But  remember,  our 
Pajs  have  known  the  bloody  Executions  of 
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Thorn,  and  the  mercilefs  Banifhments  of  Saltz- 
burg  y  the  Inquilitiou  of  Spain  lubfifts  in  its 
full  Force ;  the  Impriibnments,  the  Confifca- 
tions,  the  Inflaving,  the  Murdering  of  our 
Proteftant  Brethren  in  France,  have  been  re- 
vived within  thefe  few  Years,  with  the  bit- 
terefl  Fury,  though  entirely  unprovoked.  And 
if  we  will  truft  thofe,  who  continue  to  mew, 
by  fuch  Marks,  what  they  are ;  our  Folly 
will  deferve  every  Thing,  which  we  can 
fuffer. 

Now  what  have  we  to  fecure  us  from  all 
the  Errors,  and  all  the  Cruelties,  of  this  mod 
corrupt  and  tyrannical  Church  ?  Not  one 
Thing,  under  God,  but  the  Support  of  the 
Government,  which  we  now  enjoy;  and  have 
feen  attacked  by  a  formidable  Rebellion,  in 
Favour  of  a  bigotted  Member  of  that  Com- 
munion. How  then  mail  we  fupport,  and 
ilrengthen  effectually,  an  Eftablimment,  fo 
efTential  to  our  Happinefs  ?  By  hearty  and 
active  Loyalty,  honeft  and  difintereiled  pub- 
lick  Spirit,  firm  and  friendly  Union  :  but  above 
all,  by  ferious  Repentance,  and  Amendment 
of  our  Ways,  with  fervent  Prayers  to  the  great 
Difpofer  of  all  Things  for  his  Protection.  And 
may  it  pleafe  him  to  deliver  us,  in  Time  to 
come,  as,  bleiTed  be  his  Name,  he  hath  in 
Time  paft ;  not  for  our  Righteoufnefs,  but  for 
his  own  Mercies  Sake  :  to  break  the  Power  of 
the  Ungodly  and  Malicious  *  •,  abolim  Perfecu- 
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tion,  Tyranny  and  Injuftice,  amongft  Men  5 
and  gracioufly  haften  the  promifed  Time,  when 
the  Wolf  Jhall  dwell  •with  the  Lamb,  and  the 
Leonard  lie  down  'with  the  Ki4 :  when  none 
Jhall  hurt  ar  faftroy  in  all  his  holy  Mountain  ; 
for  the  Earth  Jhall  be  full  of  the  Knowledge  qf 
the  Lordt  as  the  Waters  cover  the  Sea*. 
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Preached  in  the  Par ifti-  Church  of  St. 
Mary,  Lambethy  081.  25,  1761. 

TIT.  iii.  i,  2. 

Put  them  in  mind  to  be  fubjett  to  Principalities 

and  Powers,  to  obey  Magiftrates ;  to  be  ready 

to  every  good  Work  : 
!J0  /peak  evil  of  no  Man  *,  to  be  no  Brawlers, 

but  gentle-,  jhewlng  all  Meeknefs  unto  all 

Men. 
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TH  I S  is  the  firft  Anniverfary  of  the  Day, 
on  which  we  loft,  very  unexpectedly,  a 
Sovereign,  under  whofe  juft  and  mild  and  pru- 
dent Adminiftration  we  had  lived,  in  Free- 
dom, Safety  and  Plenty,  above  thirty-three 
Years.  The  Mercy  of  Providence,  unworthy 
as  we  are  of  it,  hath  filled  his  Place  with  a 
moft  pious  and  gracious,  amiable  and  refpecl:- 
able  Prince  ;  who  hath  hitherto  given  us  Caufe 
to  hope,  from  his  Government,  for  every 
Thing  that  we  can  wifh.  Our  joint  Thankf- 
givings  have  juil  now,  with  the  greateft  Rea- 
fon,  been  offered  up  to  God  for  fo  important 
a  Bleffing ;  together  with  our  earneft  Prayers, 
which  indeed  we  repeat  as  often  as  we  affem- 
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ble  here,  for  his  long  Life  and  Profperitv. 
But  the  moil  acceptable  Expreffion  of  our  Gra- 
titude will  be,  to  perform,  every  one  of  us> 
diligently  the  feveral  Duties  of  loyal  Subjects, 
that  belong  to  our  refpective  Stations.  And 
thefe  the  Paflage  of  Scripture,  which  I  have 
read  to  you,  comprehends  fo  fully,  and  ranges 
them  in  fo  natural  an  Order,  that  explaining 
and  enforcing  the  Precepts  of  it,  as  they  lie 
there,  will  give  a  fufficient  View  of  all  that  is 
incumbent  on  us  in  this  Matter. 

Put  them  in  mind  to  be  fubjett  to  Principa- 
lities and  Powers*  to  obey  Magiftrates.  Thefe 
Phrafes  have  tfre  fame  Meaning  :  only  the  Va- 
riety of  them  ferves  to  fet  forth  the  Obligation 
the  more  completely,  and  prefs  it  the  more 
earneftly :  as  indeed  there  are  few,  that  de- 
ferve  a  greater  Regard. 

Human  Kind,  from  early  Ages,  have  lived 
collected  into  large  Numbers :  and  our  Na- 
ture and  Circumftances  plainly  require,  that 
we  mould.  We  experience  an  inward  Pro- 
penfion  to  affemble  and  unite  :  and  are  by  the 
Faculty  of  Speech  peculiarly  qualified  for  it. 
We  have  many  Affections,  and  the  Seeds  of 
many  Virtues,  planted  in  us ;  which  a  more 
folitary  Life  would  give  us  very  little  Room 
to  exercife  or  cultivate  :  and  many  Wants  and 
Neceffities  belong  to  our  Condition,  which 
nothing  can  tolerably  well  fupply,  but  an  ex- 
tenfive  Intercourfe  of  Man  with  Man.  We 
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"cannot  therefore  either  improve  or  enjoy  our- 
ielves,  as  God  defigned,  but  in  Society  :  and 
•Society  cannot  lubiiil,  without  a  due  Subordi- 
nation of  one  Part  of  it  to  another  -,  that  is, 
without  Government  and  Obedience.  The 
Appetites,  the  PaiTions,  the  Caprices  of  Men, 
would  be  always  leading  them  to  difquiet  their 
Neighbours,  if  they  were  not  reftrained  by 
Authority.  And  a  publick  Direction  is  fur- 
ther necefiary,  both  for  Defence  againft  exter- 
nal Dangers,  and  for  eiVabliming  inward  Or- 
der in  the  Community.  For  even  the  belt 
meant  Endeavours  of  each  Particular  for  the 
general  Benefit,  would  be  almoft  always  in- 
effectual, and  often  prejudicial,  unlefs  they 
were  conducted  by  the  general  Wifdom.  Then 
befides,  the  civil  Power  is  eminently  ufeful, 
by  the  Sanctions  of  its  Laws,  to  what  concerns 
us  yet  more  nearly,  the  Reformation  of  our 
Morals,  and  bettering  our  Tempers.  For 
though  Rewards  and  Punimments  have  no 
immediate  Efficacy  to  make  a  Change  within  : 
yet  regulating  our  Behaviour  will  of  courfe  bv 
Degrees  contribute  to  mend  our  Hearts.  Hu- 
man Laws  indeed  cannot  extend  to  all  our 
Actions :  but  to  many  of  the  moil  material 
they  can  :  putting  it  out  of  Men's  Power  to 
do  the  Evil,  which  elfe  they  would,  or  flop- 
ping them  {hort  before  they  are  gone  far  :  Jav- 
ing  fome  by  fear  *,  making  others  wife  by  Ex- 
perience, extirpating  the  Incorrigible;  and 
obliging  every  one  to  fet  all  around  him  a  Pat- 

*  Jude  Ver.  23. 
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tern  of  innocent  and  regular  Living. 
laftly,  as  a  right  Belief  in  God,  and  his  vari- 
ous Difpenfations  towards  Men,  promotes,  be- 
yond all  Things,  both  the  Virtue  and  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  Mankind  ;  another  chief  Advantage 
of  good  Government  is,  that  whereas  without 
it,  moft  Men  would  either  through  Ignorance 
be  destitute  of  religious  Principles,  or  by  their 
own  Folly,  or  the  Fraud  of  others,  led  into 
abfurd  and  pernicious  ones :  it  kindly  makes 
Provifion  for  them  of  a  rational  Method  of  In- 
flrudion  and  Worfhip  :  not  obtruding  it  on 
them  by  Force,  but  propofing  and  recom- 
mending it,  which  will  always  fuffice :  and 
thus  they  are  guarded,  at  once,  from  the  dread- 
ful Evils  both  of  Impiety  and  Superftition ;  and 
carefully  taught  to  difcharge  the  Duties,  and 
bear  the  Afflictions,  of  human  Life. 

Government  therefore  being  fo  powerfully 
conducive  to  the  Attainment  of  theie  moft  va- 
luable Ends,  which  doubtlefs  our  Maker  de- 
figned  to  be  attained,  the  Eftablifhment  of  it 
in  the  World  ought  confequently  to  be  re- 
garded, as  a  moft  important  Law  of  God  and 
Nature,  directly  flowing  from  the  Conftitu- 
tion  of  Things.  And  what  Reafon  teaches. 
Revelation  exprefsly  confirms :  declaring,  that 
the  civil  Power  is  the  Ordinance  of  God;  and 
They,  who  exercife  it,  His  Minijters  of  Good 
to  Men  * :  from  which  Premifes  the  Apoftle's 
Condufion  in  the  fame  Place  is  undeniable  : 

*  Rom.  xiii.  i,  2,  4. 

Where- 
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Wherefore  ye  mufl  needs  be  fubjetty  not  only  for 
Wrath,  but  alfo  for  Confcience  Sake  *.  Who- 
ever then  refufes  due  Submiffion  to  the  Autho- 
rity, which  Providence  hath  placed  him  peace- 
ably under ;  though  we  ought  to  judge  of  him 
as  charitably  as  with  Reafon  we  can,  if  he 
pleads  Confcience  for  it ;  is,  at  leaft  undefign- 
edly,  guilty  of  difobeying  the  Appointment  of 
Heaven,  in  a  Matter  of  the  utmoft  Confequencc 
to  the  Good  of  Mankind.  I  do  not,  by  this, 
enjoin  Obedience  to  whatever  Power  may  ft  art 
up,  and  maintain  itfelf,  in  Times  of  publick 
Confufion,  for  a  while,  by  the  Sword  :  but  to 
fuch  only,  as  is  fully  and  quietly  fettled,  and 
acknowledged  by  the  general  Confent  of  the 
Community.  Our  Duty  becomes  fuch,  in  this 
Cafe,  only  for  the  Sake  of  our  common  Good. 
And  therefore,  not  they,  who  think  they  ought, 
and  fay  they  would  protect  us,  but  they  who 
can  and  do,  are  to  be  owned  and  obeyed.  The 
Nature  of  the  Thing,  and  the  frequent  Vi- 
ciffitudes  of  human  Affairs,  requires  abfolute- 
ly,  that  this  be  the  Rule  -,  and  all  the  World 
have  ever  admitted  it,  excepting  a  Handful  of 
Perfons  in  our  own  Age  and  Country ;  who 
undoubtedly  deferve  both  Pity  and  Efteem,  fb 
far  as  they  go  upon  Principle  ;  but  whofe  No- 
tions, were  they  to  ipread,  would  produce 
inextricable  Confufion  throughout  the  Earth. 

And  very  happily  Scripture  is  as  clear  in  this 
Point,  as  Reafon.     There  is  no  Power,  faith 

*  Rom.  xiii.  5. 
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St.  Paul,  but  of  God :  the  Powers  that  be,  the 
feveral  Governments  actually  fubfifting  in  each 
Nation,  are  ordained  of  God.     Wbojbever  there- 
fore  refijleth  the  Power,  refifteth  the  Ordinance 
of  God  *.     Again,  St.  Peter  directs  all  ChriA 
tians  \afubmit  them] elves  to  every  Ordinance  of 
Man,    every   human   Eftablimment,  for  the 
Lord's  Sake  :  for  fo  is  the  Will  of  God  ^.    And 
accordingly  they  did  fo  from  the  Beginning  of 
the  Gofpel :  and  amidft  as  many  Ufarpations 
and  bad  Titles,  in  the  Roman  Empire,  as  the 
Hiflory  of  any  Nation  hath   ever    recorded, 
followed  no  other  Maxim,  than  that  of  obey- 
ing  faithfully  the  Authority,    to  which  the 
Wifdom  of  Heaven,  fuperintending  all  Things, 
from  Time  to  Time   fubjected   them.     But 
when  Perfons  have  owned  a  Government,  not 
only  by  receiving  and  claiming  the  Benefits  of 
it,  but  by  taking  folemn  Oaths  to  it,  and  join- 
ing in  publick  Prayers  for  its  Prefervation  :  one 
or  both  of  which  I  prefume  we  have  all  done, 
thefc  additional  Ties  render  Difloyalty  after- 
Wards,  grofs   Perfidy   and  abandoned   Profli*- 
gatenefs. 

We  cannot  then  reafonably  doubt,  to  whom 
our  Submiffion  is  due  :  and  we  can  feldom,  if 
ever,  doubt,  at  leaft  in  any  Point  that  will 
affect  our  Practice,  how  far  it  is  to  be  carried. 
If  our  Superiors  command  us  to  do  any  Thing, 
which  we  cannot  lawfully,  ive  ought  to  obey 
God  rather  than  Men  J.  Bat  otherwife  we 

*  Rom.  xiii,  i,  2.        f  i  Pet.  ii.  13, 15.         J  Afts  v.  29. 
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fere  to  act  as  they  require  us  :  and  if  they  treat 
us  hardly,  or  manage  the  Concerns  of  the  Na- 
tion wrongly,  we  are  to  bear  it  with  Patience. 
For  confider  :  the  Affairs  of  Government  are 
always  numerous  and  difficult :  fometimes  un- 
commonly intangled  and  perplexed.  They, 
who  manage  them,  are  liable  to  the  fame  Mif- 
takes,  fubject  to  the  fame  Paffions,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  more  Temptations,  than  other  Men. 
Therefore  not  only  Mifcarriages  and  ill  Acci- 
dents will  happen ;  but  Neglects  and  Failures, 
Partialities  arid  Grievances,  muft  be  expected 
in  the  Behaviour  of  publick  Perfons,  as  well 
as  private.  And  whoever  will  not  fit  down 
contented  under  fome  Things  of  this  Sort,  re- 
iblves  in  effect  never  to  be  contented  at  all, 
and  demands  a  Perfection  from  others,  to 
which  he  cannot  pretend  himfelf.  But  then 
further,  as  there  will  be  always  fomething 
amifs  in  political  Conduct,  fo  there  will  al- 
ways, either  through  ill  Defign  or  Ignorance 
or  Inconfideratenefs,  be  Fault  found  with  Ac- 
tions that  deferve  it  not ;  or  the  Blame  laid 
where  it  mould  not.  And  though  Mifma- 
nagements  ought  certainly  to  be  'rectified, 
when  they  can  by  lawful  and  prudent  Me- 
thods ;  and  they  who  attempt  this  are  intitled 
both  to  candid  Interpretation,  and  in  Cafes  of 
Moment,  to  Affiftance,  from  others  :  yet  they 
iliould  examine  themfelves  very  ftrictly,  and' 
all  who  are  concerned  mould  examine  with 
Care,  not  only  whether  they  defign  well,  but' 
whether  they  confider  impartially,  and  judge' 

rightly ') 
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rightly;  whether  they  ufe  allowable  Means 
to  attain  their  imagined  good  Ends ;  and  whe- 
ther, on  the  whole,  they  are  not  more  likely 
to  do  Harm,  than  Service. 

But  fuppofing  Oppofition  made  with  all 
thefe  Precautions,  which  it  feldom  is$  and 
yet  made  ineffectually  :  if  the  Point  be  of  any- 
great  Confequence,  without  Queftion  it  is  very 
unhappy.  Yet  ftill,  having  Recourfe  to  vio- 
lent Meafures  would  bring  on  fo  many  obvi- 
ous Mifchiefs,  and  for  the  moil  Part  fuch 
Multitudes  of  unforefeen  ones  too,  with  fo 
much  Uncertainty  of  making  Things  better, 
and  fo  dreadful  a  Chance  of  making  them  one 
Way  or  another  worfe,  that  every  wife  as  well 
as  good  Man,  if  the  Cafe  be  in  any  Degree 
tolerable,  will  much  rather  chufe,  to  wait  for 
a  Remedy  from  the  Providence  of  God,  than 
think  of  applying  defperate  ones  of  his 
own. 

There  is  indeed  a  Poffibility,  which,  but 
for  a  peculiar  Cafe  which  was  our  own,  it 
would  fcarce  be  proper  to  mention,  that  Go- 
vernment may  be  fo  entirely  perverted  from  its 
original  Dengn,  by  fome,  who  {hare  in  it ; 
fuch  exorbitant  Powers  ufurped,  and  fo  de- 
ilructive  an  Ufe  made-of  them,  that  the  Duty 
of  Obedience  muft  give  Way  to  that  of  Self- 
prefervation.  But  this  can  be  only  when  the 
Neceflity  is  extreme,  and  the  Evil  infupport- 
ablej  the  Danger  of  it  imminent,  and  by 

every 
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every  other  Way  unavoidable  ;  the  Relief  con - 
FeiTedly  real,  and  vifibly  within  reach.  Such 
were  the  Circumftances  of  our  Fathers  at  the 
Revolution.  But  Perfons  are  not  to  imagine, 
that  fuch  frequently  happen;  or  that  any 
Thing  like  them  happens,  as  often  as  they 
fancy,  or  even  feel,  a  few  Inconveniencies ; 
but  to  bear  them,  were  they  many  and  heavy, 
with  a  virtuous  Patience  and  facred  Regard  to 
the  publick  Tranquillity.  For  certainly  the 
Government  of  the  cruel  and  vicious  Emperor 
Nero  was  extremely  bad,  when  St.  Paul,  not- 
withftanding,  enjoined  fo  ftrongly  dutiful  Obe- 
dience to  it,  as  you  may  read  in  the  thirteenth 
Chapter  of  his  Epiftle  to  the  Romans.  How 
religioufly  then,  and  how  cheerfully,  ought 
We  to  obey  thofe,  who  have  the  Rule  over 
us :  fmce  undeniably  the  Truth  is,  and  long 
Experience  ought  to  extinguifh  all  Sufpiciori 
to  the  contrary,  that  they  have  not  the  leaft 
Defign  of  hurting  us  in  any  one  Refpeci,  but 
a  fincere  Defire  of  fecuring  and  promoting  all 
our  Interefts,  domeflick  and  foreign  :  that  al- 
imoft  all  the  Inconveniencies,  which  we  have 
fuffered,  and  the  Burdens,  that  we  undergo, 
have  arifen  from  the  Wickednefs  or  Folly 
of  the  Nations  round  us,  or  from  our  own  : 
that  our  eftabliflied  Religion  is  purer,  our 
Liberty  greater,  our  Property  fafer,  than 
that  of  any  other  People  upon  Earth  :  that 
whatever  in  our  Condition  may  want  to  be 
rectified  and  improved,  we  may  do  it  by  peace- 
ful Methods,  whenever  we  agree  upon  it : 
B  b  that 
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that  we  have  no  one  good  Effect  to  promife 

ourfelves  from   difloyal  Attempts;  but  a  lure 

Profpect,     were    they    to    fucceed,    of   every 

Evil  of  every    Kind,    to   ourfelves    and   our 

Pofterity. 

In  the  fecond  Part  of  the  Text,  the  Apoftle 
proceeds  from  Obedience,  the  primary  Duty 
of  Subjects,  as  fuch,  to  the  other,  and  con- 
fequential  Parts  of  their  Behaviour  under 
Government.  And  here  his  firft  Rule  is  a 
very  compreheniive  one,  that  they  be  ready  to 
every  good  Work  :  in  general,  to  fulfil  all  the 
Obligations  of  Life;  in  particular,  thofe  of 
their  own  Station.  An  univerfal  Regard  to 
Religion  and  Piety,  Juftice  and  Benevolence, 
Sobriety  and  Temperance,  is  the  very  Ground- 
work of  focial  Happinefs.  It  gives  Courage 
and  Spirit,  Health  and  Plenty;  Truft  and 
Union  at  home,  Refpect  and  Honour  abroad  : 
it  keeps  Profperity  from  being  dangerous,  and 
fills  Adveriity  with  Comfort  and  Hope.  But 
then,  befides  the  common  Ties,  which  bind 
all  Men,  the  Apoftle  includes  in  this  Precept, 
what  he  could  not  fo  well  mention  fmgly,  the 
particular  Ties  of  each  Man,  belonging  to  his 
refpedlive  Situation  and  Employment.  It  re- 
quires therefore,  that  Perfons  in  Authority  be 
faithful  to  their  Truft,  watchful  and  diligent, 
upright  and  difmterefted  ;  or  to  fpeak  in  the 
Language  of  Scripture,  Men  of  Truth,  fearing 
God}  bating  Covetou/hejs  *  .-  that  Perfons  of 
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Quality  and  Fortune  acknowledge  their  Sub* 
je&ion  to  the  fame  Laws,  human  and  divine, 
with  their  Inferiors  ;  and  be  careful  to  ufe  the 
advantageous  Ground,  upon  which  they  ftand, 
chiefly  to  pour  down  Benefits,  and  fhed  abroad 
good  Influences,  on  all  beneath  them  :  and 
laflly,  that  thofe,  who  are  of  lower  Eftate, 
be  content  with  their  Condition,  yet  induftri- 
ous  by  honeft  Means  to  better  it ;  pay  Refpect 
to  their  Superiors  in  Word  and  Deed,  proper- 
tionably  to  their  Degree,  and  render  to  all 
their  Dues-,  Fear,  to  whom  Fear  is  duey  Ho- 
nour, to  whom  Honour*.  Thus,  by  a  regu- 
lar Subordination  and  mutual  Serviceablenefs,' 
every  one  will  concur  to  make  the  Weight  of 
Government  eafy  to  thofe,  who  fuftain  it ; 
and  the  Benefits  great  to  all,  that  are  placed 
under  it.  And  the  Blemng  of  Heaven  will 
not  fail  to  crown  the  virtuous  Endeavours  of 
fuch  a  People  with  Succefs. 

But  though  every  good  Work  is  beneficial 
to  Society,  and  every  finful  one  detrimental : 
yet  fome  Sins  are  more  directly  pernicious,  than 
others :  and  require  a  more  efpecial  Caution 
to  be  given  againft  them.  Such  are  the  two, 
which  ufually  go  together,  Calumny  and  Fac- 
tion. Thefe  therefore  the  Apoftle  prohibits 
efpecially,  in  the  following  Part  of  the  Text : 
To  fpeak  evil  of  no  Man,  to  be  no  Brawlers. 

*  Rom.  xiii.  7. 
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The  original  Word,  in  the  former  of  thefe 
Rules,  being  that,  from  which  the  Name  of 
Blafphemy  is  derived,  commonly  denotes  in- 
Scripture,  ufing  reproachful  Language  of  thofe, 
who  are  peculiarly  intitled  to  Refpect  and  Re- 
verence :  as,  in  the  firft  Place,  the  great  God  -, 
and,  in  a  lower  Senfe,  Perfons  who  bear  his 
Authority  on  Earth.  Confidering  therefore, 
to  what  Point  the  PaiTage  before  us  relates, 
we  muft  apprehend  this  Injunction  to  be  di- 
rected principally  againft  the  Wickednefs  of 
fuch,  as  St.  Peter  iaith  are  not  afraid,  or, 
tranflating  literally,  do  not  tremble,  to  fpeak 
evil  of  Dignities  *  :  where  again  the  Word  is, 
to  blajpheme.  Here  then  bt.  Paul  muft  be 
underftood  to  command,  that  we  neither  allow 
ourfelves,  nor  encourage  others,  in  difrefpect- 
ful  and  injurious  Expreffions  concerning  our 
Rulers,  whether  fupreme  or  fubordinate  :  but 
preferve  in  our  own  Minds,  and  thofe  of  alt 
Men,  fo  far  as  we  can,  that  Honour  and  Re- 
gard for  them,  which  is  the  ftrongeft  Bond  of 
Government,  of  Peace  and  Order.  In  Chari- 
ty it  muil  be  fuppoied,  that  few  of  the  many, 
who  violate  this  Precept,  do  it  with  ill  De- 
fign»  But  at  bell,  for  Perfons  to  entertain  and 
fpread  Notions  to  the  Disadvantage  of  their 
Superiors,  which,  in  the  Cafe  of  an  Equal  to 
whom  they  wimed  well,  they  would  imme- 
diately fee  were  groundless, j  and,  it  may  be,  ab- 
lurd,  is  a  very  criminal  ThoughtlerTnefs ;  and1 
often  produces  moft  unhappy  Effects.  There- 

*  aPet.Ji.  to, 
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fore,  when  we  hear  fuch  Things  faid,  we 
{hould  always  refled:,  how  many  there  are, 
whom  PreporTeiTion,  or  Intereft,  or  Refent- 
ment,  may  induce  to  report  Untruths  or  Un- 
certainties j  how  many  others  do  the  fame 
Thing  from  mere  Wantonnefs  of  Invention, 
er  Defire  to  appear  knowing ;  and  indeed, 
how  ealily  Fa£ts,  cr  material  Circumftances, 
are,  without  Intention,  rnifrelated  or  mifun- 
derftood.  We  fliould  call  to  mind,  whether 
we  have  not,  perhaps  more  than  once  before 
now,  been  led  into  a  firm  Belief  of  many  a 
Story,  for  which  we  have  afterwards  been 
convinced  there  was  never  the  leaft  Founda- 
tion ;  and  learn  from  thence  a  prudent  Diftruft 
for  the  future.  Nay  further  itill,  before  we 
pafs  our  Judgment  fo  freely  on  the  Characters 
of  publick  Perfons,  and  the  Adminiftration  of 
publick  Affairs,  we  ihould  fpend  a  little  Time 
in  judging  ourfelves  ;  and  confidering  well,  not 
only  whether  we  are  fo  impartial  and  candid 
as  we  ought,  but  whether  we  have  indeed  a 
fufficient  Capacity,  and  fufficient  Information, 
to  determine  at  all  about  fuch  Matters.  Un- 
Jefs  we  can  be  fure  of  this,  about  which  Mul- 
titudes, we  find,  are  daily  miftaken  -,  we  fhouid 
be  very  fearful  of  venturing  beyond  our  Depth  -, 
or,  in  Scripture  Language,  exercifmg  ourfehes 
in  great  Matters,  inhicb  are  too  high  for  us  *  ; 
and  ought  in  many  Cafes  to  go  but  little  fur- 
ther, than  our  good  Wiihes  and  Prayers  :  leav- 
jng  the  refl  to  thofe  that  are  intrufted  with 

*  Pf.  cxxxi.  2. 
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it,  and  Jludylng  to  be  quiet,  and  do  our  own 

Bufinefs*. 

But  reproachful  Difcourfe,  though  our  Su- 
periors be  fpared  in  it,  is  fully  mifchievous 
enough,  to  deierve  being  included,  as  doubt- 
lefs  the  Apoftle  defigned  it  ihould,  in  his  ge- 
neral Prohibition  of  Evil-fpeaking.  Private 
Quarrels,  arifing  from  this  Source,  have  of- 
ten produced  very  fatal  publick  DhTennons. 
And  were  it  never  to  have  that  ill  Effect,  it 
would  ir.il!  have  many  others  of  the  worft 
Kind.  The  good  Opinion  of  thofe,  amongft 
whom  we  live,  is  by  Nature,  and  with  great 
Reafon,  extremely  dear  to  us  :  and  robbing 
uS  of  it  is  taking  from  us  one  of  the  chief 
Things,  that  make  Life  agreeable.  Every 
one  feels  this  in  his  own  Cafe.  No  Injury  oc- 
cafions  bitterer  Uneafinefs,  or  keener  Refent- 
ments ;  yet  none  is  more  frequently  done : 
not  only  in  Anger,  which  however,  were  it 
the  beft  grounded  in  the  World,  is  by  no 
Means  an  Excuie  for  faying  juft  what  one  will ; 
but  in  perfect  Good-humour,  heedlefsly  and 
gaily,  and  for  mere  Want  of  fomething  elfe 
to  fay.  An  Offence,  committed  with  fo  little 
Scruple,  is  ufually  retaliated  with  juft  as  little. 
And  thus  the  cruelleft  and  moft  barbarous  Im- 
putations, fometimes  obliquely  hinted  at,  others 
directly  fpoken  out,  make  up  a  great  Part  of 
the  Entertainment  of  Converfation.  They, 
who  pretend  to  condemn  them,  hearken  to 

*  i  Theff.  iy.  ii. 
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them,  and  repeat  them  notwithstanding :  and 
almoft  every  Body  goes  on,  more  or  lefs,  con- 
tributing their  Share  to  what  they  complain  of, 
all  the  while,  moft  heavily.  Now  though  all 
the  ill  Things,  that  we  tell  of  others,  were 
true;  yet  both  Chriftian  Charity,  and  com- 
mon Humanity,  would  forbid  the  needlefs 
Publication  of  them.  And  one  Ihould  think 
private  Intereft  too  might  incline  us  to  fet  the 
Example  of  fuch  Forbearance  :  as  we  ourfelves 
either  have,  or  may  have,  Occafion  for  gen- 
tle Treatment  in  return,  and  a  friendly  Veil  to 
be  drawn  over  our  Failings.  But  if  a  Report 
of  this  Kind  be  falfe  -,  then  the  railing  it,  and 
in  Proportion  the  carrying  it  on,  is  doing  a 
moft  hainous  Injury  to  an  innocent  Perfon  j 
which  may  fpread  we  know  not  how  far,  and 
laft  we  know  not  how  long,  and  do  him  we 
know  not  what  Harm ;  without  our  being 
able,  were  we  willing  afterwards,  to  reftore 
to  him,  at  all  completely,  the  good  Name  that 
we  have  taken  from  him  :  which  yet  we  muft 
heartily  endeavour  to  do,  whatever  Shame  we 
may  bring  upon  ourfelves  by  it,  before  we  can, 
hope  for  our  Maker's  Forgivenefs. 

The  fecond  Prohibition  of  the  Apoftle  is  le- 
velled againft  the  vehement  Spirit  of  Party  and 
Faction :  To  be  no  Brawlers,  not  contentious. 
Doubtlefs  there  may  be  Differences  of  Opi- 
nion and  Conduct,  about  national  Concerns, 
of  fuch  Importance,  that  every  one  ought  to. 
jntereft  himfelf  in  them,  and  even  zealouily, 
B  b  4  But 
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But  then  it  mould  be  done  upon  reafonable 
Grounds  3  and  without  Paffion  or  Bitternefs. 
We  fhould  imagine  nothing  to  be  of  greater 
Moment,  than  it  really  is.     We  mould  nei- 
ther fpeak  nor  think  worfe  of  the  pppofite. 
Side,  than  we  find,  on  a  cool   Inquiry,  they 
deferve :  we  mould  judge  of  no  Man's  Cha- 
racter, by  the  hurtful  Confequences,  either  of 
his  Notions  or  his  Behaviour  -y  if  there  be  any 
Reafon  to  think,  that  he  doth  not  fee  them  : 
we  fhould  on  no  Account  violate  the  Laws  of 
Truth,  Juftice  and  Humanity,  to  diflrefs  the 
mofl  obftinate  Adverfary  ;;  or  to  gain  the  mofl 
favourite  and  material  Point.     In    Matters   of 
more  Indifference,  the  Contefl,  if  there  is  any, 
fhould  in  all  Reafon  be  carried  on  with  lefs 
Warmth  :  and  every  one  be  freely  allowed,  to 
follow  his  own  Way  of  Thinking,  and  pro- 
mote the  Intereft  of  his  own  Friends,,  without 
Offence.     To  this  equitable  Temper  we  fhould 
firit  form  our  own  Minds,  and  then  fludy  to 
introduce  it   amongft  others  :    making  it  our 
Bufinefs  to  diminiih  the  Subject,  and  narrow 
the  Bounds,  of  Contention  ;  and  each  labour- 
ing to  abate  the  Vehemence  of  his  own  Side, 
with   whom  he   may  hope    to  have  Credit. 
But  how  fmall  foever  his  Succefs  may  be  in 
that,  each  may  at  lead  watch  over  him felf: 
be  on  his  Guard  againft  over-great  Credulity  ; 
refift  the  Temptation   of  countenancing  fer- 
viceable  Falfehoods ;  avoid, 'as  much  as  pofli- 
ble,  whatever  may  feein   an   unkind  Action, 
and  moft  refolutely  abfkin  from  doing  an  un- 
' 
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juft  one.     For  whatever  is  difhonourableand 
bafe,  ill-natured  or  uncharitable,  in  our  Op- 
pofers,  is  fo  in  Us  :  neither  our  Paflions,  nor 
our  Interefts,  nor  the  common  Practice  of  the 
World,  is  the  proper  Rule  of  our  Behaviour, 
or  will  juftify  it  another  Day  before  the  holy 
Judge  of  the  whole  Earth.     All  thefe  Things 
are  extremely  plain  :  every  Body  owns  them  : 
yet  few  or  none  regard  them.     Bad  Perfons 
have    their    Ends   to    ferve   by   tranfgrefling 
Bounds  :    very  good  Perfons   are  enticed,  or 
provoked,  to  go  on  infenfibly  much  further 
than  they  fhould  :  and  each  Side  is  fb  full  of 
Indignation  at  the  Faults  of  the  other,  that 
they  overlook  their  own  entirely.     The  Con- 
fequence  of  this  is,  that  almoft  every  Body 
applying  what  is  faid  againft  the  Iniquities  of 
Party,  not  at  all  to  reform  themfelves,  but 
folely  to  load  their  Adverfaries  with  Imputa- 
tions, they  grow  worfe  by   what  is  intended 
to   make   them   better :  whereas  we   mould 
learn  from  the  Failings  of  others,  whom  we 
are  but  too  like,  to  examine,  whether  we  are 
not  guilty  of  fome  of  the  fame :  and  readily 
grant  mutual  Forgivenefs  to  thofe  common 
Errors,  which  we  have  all  great  Need  to   be 
forgiven  by  our  Maker.     Thus  we  mould  foon 
quiet  and  fubdue  this  evil  Spirit :  which  in. 
private  Life  makes  Men  difagreeable  and  in- 
jurious,   intemperate    and    riotous,    idle   and 
negligent  of  their  proper  Bufinefs  :  and  whilft 
it  fills  their  Minds  with  other  Diftinclions,  of- 
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ten  unmeaning,  yet  always  mifchievous :  de- 
ftroys  from  off  the  Earth,  in  Proportion  as  it 
prevails,  the  moft  important  and  neceffary  of 
all  Diftinctions,  that  between  good  Perfons 
and  bad.  For  amongft  the  Zealots  on  every 
Side,  the  loweft  and  the  vileft  Creature,  tha't 
is  ufeful  to  their  Caufe,  or  even  but  noify  for 
it,  {hall  meet  with  high  Favour :  and  the 
Worthieft  who  oppofes  them,  be  it  ever  fo 
fairly  and  decently,  be  it  in  ever  fo  great  a 
Trifle,  or  for  ever  fo  flrong  Reafons,  mall  not 
only  be  flighted,  but  ill  treated  and  abhorred. 
Then  for  publick  Affairs :  the  Effect  of  this 
unhappy  Temper  on  Them  is,  if  poffible,  ftill 
worfe.  The  End  of  Society  and  Government 
is  to  unite  Men  in  promoting  their  general 
Intereft  :  and  the  Aim  of  Party  is  to  difunite 
them  entirely.  The  whole  Study  of  each  Fac- 
tion is  to  advance  their  own  feparate  Strength, 
overlooking  the  publick  Welfare  -,  to  prevent 
the  other  from  doing  any  Thing  beneficial  or 
popular,  to  deceive  or  force  them  into  Mea- 
fures  abfurd  and  pernicious ;  then  to  accufe 
them  for  the  Omimons  or  Miftakes,  nay  the 
unavoidable  Inconveniencies,  of  which  the  Ac- 
cufers  themfelves  have  been  the  Caufe.  Thus 
they  labour  unweariedly  the  Ruin  one  of  ano- 
ther :  and  too  frequently,  rather  than  fail  of 
it,  will  rifque,  or  even  contrive,  the  Ruin  of 
the  whole.,  For  this  wicked  Vehemence  in- 
creaies  in  Men  by  unexpected  and  aftonim- 
ing  Degrees  :  and  the  wifeft,  when  they 

once 
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once  give  Way  to  it,  cannot  forefee  how 
far  it  may  carry  them,  amidft  fuch  a  Num- 
ber of  Things  to  provoke,  or  entice,  or  en- 
tangle them  fo,  that  they  may  come  to  do 
at  length,  what  they  leaft  thought  of,  nay, 
what  they  moft  abominated.  But  though 
party  Quarrels  produce  every  where  very  hurt- 
ful Confequences  ;  yet,  as  they  have  Room. 
for  riling  to  the  greater!  Heights,  fo  they  are 
capable  of  doing  the  greateft  Harm,  in  Coun- 
tries of  civil  and  religious  Freedom  :  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  which,  though  on  all  other  Ac- 
counts invaluable,  is  grievoufly  fubjecT:  to  this 
one  Alloy;  that  the  bold  and  aciive  Spirit, 
which  naturally  accompanies  Liberty,  hurries 
Men  on,  in  various  Inftances,  to  wild  Be- 
haviour -,  and  particularly  carries  publick  Dif- 
putes  to  moft  immoral  and  dangerous  Lengths. 
Here  therefore  St.  Paul's  Advice  *  is  of  the 
utmoft  Importance.  God  be  thanked,  that 
we  have  followed  it  much  better  of  late, 
than  formerly  :  and  God  grant,  that  we  ne- 
ver relapfe  into  wrong  Behaviour  on  this 
Head  again.  Brethren,  ye  have  been  called 
unto  Liberty  :  only  ufe  not  Liberty  for  an 
Occajion  to  the  Flefo,  but  by  Love  ferve  one 
another.  For  all  the  Law  is  fulfilled  in  one 
Word:  Thou  fialt  love  thy  Neighbour  as  thy- 


*  Gal.  v.  14,  15,  16. 
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This  Rule  of  being  mutually  ferviceable  by 
Love,  is  the  fame,  in  EfFecT:,  with  that,  which 
the  lafl  Words  of  the  Text  prefer ibe ;  that 
we  fhould  be  gentle,  jheiving  all  Meeknefs 
Unto  all  Men,  Our  Paffions  frequently  prompt 
us,  not  only  to  do  the  contrary,  but  even  to 
defend  it.  And  yet  one  fliould  think  it 
might  be  eaiily  feen,  that  a  Pronenefs  to 
refcnt  and  difoblige,  take  Things  amifs,  and 
do  Things  for  others  to  take  amifs,  what- 
ever ilLnatured  Pleafure  there  may  be  in  it 
juft  at  the  Time,  is  neither  a  happy,  nor 
a  virtuous  Difpofition :  much  lefs  one  al- 
lowed by  the  Gofpel  towards  our  Brethren, 
for  whom  Chrift  died*:  but  that  indulging 
it  muft  gradually  four  our  Tempers,  hurt 
our  Healths,  at  leail  deftroy  our  Comfort : 
befides  the  ample  Return  for  it,  that  we 
fhall  be  too  likely  to  meet  with  from 
the  World;  and  the  dreadful  Guilt,  lhat 
we  incur  by  it  in  the  Sight  of  God.  So 
that  whatever  Difference  of  Interefts  there 
may  be  in  other  Refpecls,  yet  in  one  Point 
the  Intereft  of  all  Men  is  clearly  the  fame : 
that  Gentlenefs  and  Meeknefs  be  exercifed, 
Good-nature  and  obliging  Behaviour  ftudi- 
puily  cultivated.  Tliis  is  not  only  the  Way 
to  enjoy  Life,  but  to  aft  rightly  in  it.  Such 
a  Turn  of  Mind  will  enable  us,  and  no  other 
can,  to  judge  reafonably  both  of  Things 
and  Perfons  -,  to  difcern  how  far  Men's  Ac- 

?  Rom.  xiv.  i^. 
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tions  and  Defigns  are  juilifiable  or  other- 
wife  :  and  what  Allowance  ought  to  be  made, 
as  often  furely  not  a  little  ought,  for  early 
Prejudices,  warm  Paffions,  ftrong  Provoca- 
tions, alluring  Profpedts,  eafy  Miftakes,  and 
undefigned  Neglects.  Then  further,  prefer  v- 
ing  our  own  Tempers  calm  is  the  fureft  Me- 
thod to  compofe  and  win  upon  others  :  to 
open  their  Eyes,  to  conciliate  their  Efteem ; 
and,  which  is  the  great  Point,  that  we  mould 
have  in  our  View,  to  make  all  worthy  Per- 
fons  on  all  Sides,  of  whom  it  may  «be  hoped 
there  are  many  more,  than  we  can  fome- 
times  believe,  agree  with  one  another  in 
whatever  is  of  Importance,  and  bear  with 
one  another  in  whatever  is  not.  With  the 
utmoft  Reafon  therefore  did  the  Apoftle  give 
this  Direction  in  the  laft  Place,  Qfjbewing  all 
Meeknefs  unto  all  Men,  as  finiming  the  Cha- 
racter of  a  good  Subject,  and  providing  com- 
pletely for  the  Happinefs  of  a  Nation  :  that 
every  one  mould  follow  the  Things,  'which 
wake  for  Peace* ;  carry  himfelf  with  Huma- 
nity, and  prudent  Friendlineis,  to  each  of  his 
Fellow-fubjects,  without  Exception ;  mode- 
rate his  jufteft  Zeal  with  equal  Charity;  and 
copy,  in  the  whole  of  his  Conduct,  that  moil 
beautiful  and  excellent  Character  of  Mor- 
decai,  in  the  laft  Verfe  of  the  Book  of 
Ejlher ;  that  he  was  accepted  of  the  Mul- 
titude of  his  Brethren,  feeking  tbc  Wealth  of 
*  Rom.  xlv.  19. 
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his  People,  andfpeaking  Peace  to  all  his  Seed. 
God  grant  us  to  be  every  one  thus  minded , 
and  reward  us  with  his  Bleflings,  on  our- 
felves,  our  King  and  the  whole  Royal  Fa- 
mily, through  Jefus  Chrift,  our  Lord.  A- 
men. 
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